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TIT G0 FEIAAT (FTH TAH AT
TATAA  FIMCAAAALT) BT AT
qIfeTehT TARHT qIadHHT TaTEF (
HAGATH sAHAT) AT Fqr ifaferss
(Qualified Technicians) %1
ATAYARAT T | TATAT  FTFATEIATHT
HATIRAT TcUh ITABIRT TSTEEHT
Y, ARTATAT, 997 AT T gy farefr

*ﬁr A Q053 WS (Krishi Journal-2026, (May-June)

LI ¢



sEar grfafas Saeferer sgaen
qfereT AThel T ¥ HTAFEATEAR
HTIRAT JareA(d T9 o I H1I
FETEH TUT AR AT AT faq
T AT TS Tae; | TTBH] AAT
e AT SR hHELT g
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-FAO Director-General calls for Al's

transformative power to be at the
service of rural communities

QU Dongyu addresses Vatican-
hosted high-level symposium: Al
and the Future of Human Dignity

FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu called for Attificial Intelli-
gence to be guided by human dig-
nity, inclusion and solidarity, warn-
ing that "technological change is
moving fast and we need to ensure
social adaptation"”.

Rome - The Director-General of
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations
(FAO), QU Dongyu, today called
for Artificial Intelligence (Al) to be
guided by human dignity, inclusion
and solidarity, warning that "tech-
nological change is moving fast and
we need to ensure social adapta-
tion"".

Speaking at the high-level sympo-
sium "Al and the Future of Human
Dignity: A Bridge Across the De-
mographic and Employment Tran-
sitions", the FAO Director-General
stressed that "we recognize the
potential of Al's transformative
power" and that "the digital divide
will be even wider if it is not at the
service of rural people".

The symposium, held at the
Palazzo Lateranense in Rome un-
der the patronage of the Pontifical

Lateran University, hosted by the
Pontifical Academy for Life.

The symposium took place on the
same day as the publication of
Pope Leo XIV's first encyclical,
Magnifica Humanitas, focused on
the ethical and social implications
of Artificial Intelligence. In his re-
marks, the FAO Director-General
noted the significance of the mo-
ment, recalling that the encyclical
was issued "exactly 135 years af-
ter Pope Leo XIII addressed the
excesses of the Industrial Revolu-
tion in Rerum Novarum," drawing
a parallel between past industrial
transformation and today's Al
revolution, noting that "it is reshap-
ing our economies, our social gov-
ernance, our agrifood systems, and
the very essence of our work".

The Director-General also recalled
FAOQO's early commitment to ethi-
cal governance of Artificial Intelli-
gence through its participation in
the Rome Call for Al Ethics. "In
2020, FAO was honoured to re-
spond to the invitation by the late
Holy Father Pope Francis, who
called us to be one of the first sig-
natories to the Rome Call for Al
Ethics," Qu said, emphasizing the
shared commitment "that techno-

logical
progress must
respect hu-
mankind, pro-
tect the vul-
nerable, and
safeguard the
planet."
Qu emphasized that FAO is ask-
ing critical questions such as: "How
do we make the most use of this
new dynamic to act as a bridge in
this transformation?" and: "How
can we make it an effective bridge
between rural and urban areas?
Ensuring that Al be the bridge to-
wards shared prosperity
The Director-General underscored
the importance of ensuring Al
availability and access for farmers,
fishers, pastoralists and forest-de-
pendent communities, especially
for rural areas in less developed
countries with limited Al infrastruc-
ture.
QU also stressed the importance
of making agrifood systems more
attractive to younger generations
and "that its transformative power
be a benefit of all," he said.
The FAO Director-General out-
lined FAQO's ongoing efforts to sup-
port countries through its Digital
Agriculture and Al Innovation
Roadmap, which promotes Al ap-
plications across coffee value
chains, farmer advisory services,
horticulture and soil management.
This he noted is in line with FAO's
Four Betters: better production,
better nutrition, a better environ-
ment and a better life - leaving no
one behind.
He stated that the potential of Al
"could be to assist and amplify hu-
man capability," but stressed that
it cannot replace human beings.
Qu referred to what he calls "Al-
lied Intelligences," describing it as
Continue........ 31
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Indonesia may 25, The Masagena
Cooperative is optimistic about im-
proving the welfare of cocoa com-
modity farmers in its working area
in North Luwu Regency. The
Masagena Agricultural Coopera-
tive (Koptan Masagena) is located
in Pongo Village, Masamba Dis-
trict, North Luwu Regency, South
Sulawesi Province.

The Chairman of the Masagena
Farmers Cooperative, Ayu
Antariksa Rombe, stated that co-
coa farmers still need ongoing edu-
cation and assistance. The assist-
ance covers various important as-
pects, ranging from certification
assistance to give farmers better
bargaining power, processing of
cocoa derivative products, and fer-
mented cocoa. Not only that, but
non-cocoa products they produce
also need attention, and equally
important, cocoa producers need
expanded access and clear mar-
ket information.

Moreover, farmers also need to be
equipped with an understanding of
proper marketing strategies, as well
as how to maintain and improve
product quality to be competitive
and have added value in the mar-
ket. Clear and accessible informa-
tion is key so that farmers not only
produce, but also understand the
direction and business opportuni-
ties they are pursuing.

She emphasized that cocoa farm-
ers need to be taught to remain
consistent and committed to their
farming business. This commitment
must be built without neglecting the
three most fundamental things,
namely sustainable production, in-
clusive markets, and other sup-
porting conditions that enable co-
coa farming to grow sustainably
and equitably.

The effort being done is empow-
ering groups to support sustainable
cocoa certification programs,
which have been ongoing for more
than 10 years, so that farmers un-
derstand and apply the applicable
Good Agriculture Practice (GAP)

Agricultural Cooperative
strengthens the economic
conditions of cocoa
producers in North Luwu

standards. It is not just about good
cultivation practices (environmen-

Ed

As well as involving
academics, local gov-
ernment at the district
evel, and developmen

tal aspect), but this process also
covers social and economic as-
pects. This long process is ex-
pected to have a positive impact
and real benefits for farmers.

To achieve this goal, Koptan
Masagena works with various
Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) such as Rikolto Indone-
sia, Aliansi Petani Indonesia (API)
(Indonesian Peasants' Alliance),
and Cacao Sustainability Partner-
ship, Chalodo Chocolate, as well
as involving academics, local gov-
ernment at the district level, and
development partners. In addition,
collaboration is also built with co-
coa industry players, the private
sector, and various other collabo-
rative partners in the cocoa value
chain. This program is facilitated by
the API through the APFP-FO4A
program to strengthen cross-
sectoral synergy and ensure pro-
gram sustainability.

The Asia-Pacific Farmers' Program

(APFP) - Farmers' Organizations
for Asia (FO4A) was implemented

‘ W E—

by the Asian Farmers' Association
for Sustainable Rural Development
(AFA) and La Via Campesina
(LVC), with funding from the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD). The program
aimed to strengthen the capacities
of farmers' organizations to pro-
vide economic services, advocate
for enabling policies, and promote
sustainable livelihoods for small-
scale family farmers across Asia.
To develop the cooperative busi-
ness, APl also provides business
incubation for the Masagena Co-
operative and provides additional
facilities such as a drying house and
fermentation boxes with a much
larger capacity and more produc-
tion than before. Masagena Co-
operative also gains cooperative
management development and
business assistance, as well as ca-
pacity building for cocoa farmers,
including training, workshops,
socialization, and other efforts re-
lated to improve farmer resources
and the farmer organization itself.
Not only that, cocoa farmers are
Continue 31..........
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Investlng in nutrition for resilient
food systems and rural economies

Explainer | 25 May 2026
Nutrition is foundational to rural
transformation. Rather than a
standalone issue, nutrition is inex-
tricably linked to resilient food sys-
tems and rural economies - both a
driver and an outcome of sustain-
able development. The annual glo-
bal cost of malnutrition is as high
as US$3.5 trillion in lost potential,
reduced earnings and poor health
outcomes.

This makes nutrition-sensitive in-
vestments - which address the root
causes of malnutrition - a major
opportunity. From programmes
that link small-scale farmers to
school meals to those that promote
the production of diverse, nutrient-
rich crops, these investments can
yield significant returns for Mem-
ber States and donors: every dol-
lar spent on improving nutrition
generates an economic return of
US$23.

IFAD's proven work investing in
rural communities in partnership
with governments and donors gives
us a unique role and comparative
advantage in nutrition. Our up-
dated Nutrition Action Plan
(2026-2031) lays out how IFAD
will secure the sustainability of its
nutrition-sensitive investments and
align them with national priorities.
Byreinforcing [IFAD's commitment
to systematically integrating nutri-
tion objectives, the Action Plan en-
sures that our investments shape
productive, resilient food systems.
In Kiribati, Boite prepares healthy

meals for school-
children thanks to
investment
through the
IFAD-funded
PIRAS pro-
gramme. ©
IFAD/Stephanie
Simcox/Panos

School meals
drive local

School feeding programmes are a
prime example of how nutrition-
sensitive investments can catalyse
locally driven economic growth.
Because schools require food on
a regular basis, they can create
predictable markets for local farm-
ers, sustainably raising incomes
and anchoring food systems in do-
mestic economies. In times of cri-
sis, school meals are also a stabi-
lizing investment - protecting chil-
dren while sustaining rural liveli-
hoods.

IFAD invests in home-grown
school feeding programmes that
reinforce this link between better
nutrition for children and stable
demand for local producers. We
do not deliver meals directly - in-
stead, our investments strengthen
local food systems and rural
economies so that small-scale pro-
ducers can supply these pro-
grammes reliably and at scale.

In a context of increasing climate
shocks, these investments can si-
multaneously strengthen resilience,
livelihoods and food security. In
Kenya, for example, the Climate
Resilient Home-Grown School
Feeding Initiative - ajoint effort by
IFAD, FAO and WFP - is linking
IFAD-supported cooperatives
with participating schools. The nu-
tritious local grains grown by the
farmers who participated in
IFAD's KCEP-CRAL pro-
gramme are now used in meals
eaten by local children.

Together with our partners, IFAD
supports governments in scaling
national programmes, promoting a
triple win: better nutrition for chil-
dren, stable markets for farmers
and stronger local economies.

PADMAR, a project in Benin that
received targeted funding from
Norway, boosted nutrition while
creating more than 3,000 jobs along
horticultural value chains. © IFAD/
Yanick Folly
The power of partnerships
As the experience with school
meals shows, no single actor can
deliver on nutrition alone. Lasting
impact requires a move beyond
fragmented funding towards coor-
dinated, catalytic investment that
brings in partners as multipliers.
IFAD uses public resources to
crowd in additional investment from
governments, the private sector
and other partners.
Targeted funding from Norway, for
example, facilitated nutrition-sensi-
tive investments in existing [FAD
programmes across seven African
countries: Benin, Burkina Faso,
Malawi, Sao Tomé and Principe,
Sudan, Zimbabwe and Madagas-
car. A total of 263,835 rural peo-
ple were positively impacted by the
recently completed grant pro-
e.
This is how IFAD approaches nu-
trition: scaling what works, strength-
ening partnerships and ensuring that
investments reach the first mile,
where it can have the greatest im-
pact.
Nutrition is not only a development
outcome; it is an investment in hu-
man capital, resilience and eco-
nomic prosperity. By investing in
nutrition-sensitive food systems
and rural livelihoods, IFAD is
building healthier communities,
stronger rural economies and a
more resilient future.
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tackles chi

WFP-sul[:

Pakistan May 25, Faseeha was just
six months old when Saba Javaid
carried her to the local Benazir
Nashonuma centre in Central Pa-
kistan's Multan District, worried
because her daughter seemed
smaller and weaker than other ba-
bies her age. The waiting room was
filled with mothers, some rocking
crying infants to sleep.

When the health worker wrapped
a special tape used to screen for
malnutrition around Faseeha's tiny
arm, it appeared red - the telltale
indicator of severe acute malnutri-
tion.

"They told me my child was very
weak," Javaid recalls, "and that her
nutrition was not adequate."
Across Pakistan, nearly 4 in 10
children under 5 are stunted, or too
short for their age, due to chronic
undernutrition - a form of malnu-
trition caused by inadequate intake
of nutritious food, calories and es-
sential nutrients. Many families like
Javaid's struggle to afford regular
meals.

Even when food is available, it of-
ten lacks the essential nutrients
needed. The consequences may
not always be immediately visible,
but they are profound: children
who fall ill more often lack energy
and fail to grow and develop as they
should.

How the WFP-supported
Nashonuma programme is tackling
child malnutrition

orted programme
d malnutrition in Pakistan

But the Government
of Pakistan is now
turning those worry-
ing statistics around
through a multi-
pronged effort to
combat malnutri-
tion, co-created by
the World Food
Programme (WFP)
and later joined by
the World Health
Organization and
UNICEF.

Launched in 2020 under one of
South Asia's largest social safety
nets, the Benazir Nashonuma Pro-
gramme was recently evaluated as
one of the world's most successful
stunting-prevention models. This
model integrates provision of nu-
tritious food, maternal health serv-
ices and behaviour-change com-
munication, alongside cash assist-
ance.

To date, it has reached more than
4.6 million mothers and children
across Pakistan.

"The latest evidence tells us to build
on the current local solutions that
work," says Coco Ushiyama,
WEFP Country Director in Pakistan,
"to invest responsibly, and to con-
tinue to accelerate turning an am-
bitious vision to end malnutrition
into areality."

Why first 1,000 days are critical
to child nutrition in Pakistan

The Benazir Nashonuma Pro-
gramme has reached more than 4.6
million mothers and children across
Pakistan in its fight against stunt-
ing, or being too short for one's
age. Photo: WFP/Pakistan

The programme's services are de-
livered through a network of more
than 570 Nashonuma centres, pri-
marily located at existing
healthcare facilities and hospitals.
Together, they ensure that moth-
ers like Javaid are systematically

identified through the BISP's na-
tional registry system and then sup-
ported, creating sustainable path-
ways to reduce stunting.

The focus is on the first 1,000 days
of life - from pregnancy until a
child's second birthday - the pe-
riod that shapes children's future
health, learning and development.
For families like Javaid's, the sup-
port can be life changing. Her hus-
band works as a daily wage la-
bourer, his fluctuating earnings
making it difficult to consistently
afford nutritious food.
Determined to improve her daugh-
ter's health, Javaid visited her lo-
cal Nashonuma centre to receive
food sachets to treat malnutrition.
Those were later followed by
WEFP-supported Wawamum, a
specialized nutritious food formu-
lated to address critical nutrient
gaps during early childhood.
During the visits, she also received
counselling sessions on
breastfeeding, complementary
feeding, hygiene and nutrition. She
began asking questions, discussing
feeding practices and applying
what she learned at home.

Conversations around nutrition
across Pakistan are often shaped
by tradition and sometimes erro-
neous advice inherited through
generations. Photo: WFP/Pakistan
In households across Pakistan,
conversations around nutrition are
often shaped by tradition and ad-
vice women inherit from genera-
tions before them. Javaid had be-
lieved goat's milk was best for
newborns. Nobody had explained
to her the importance of exclusive
breastfeeding or how colostrum -
the thick yellow milk produced by
mothers immediately after child-
birth - helps protect babies from
disease and malnutrition.

After changing her breastfeeding
and nutrition practices, Javaid be-
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gan to notice gradual changes in
Faseeha.

"Every month, we see mothers
becoming more confident." - cen-
tre worker, Aroona Batool.

Her daughter became more active.
She started gaining weight. She
laughed more, played more, and
no longer appeared constantly
tired.

At the Nashonuma centre, staff
members often witness this trans-
formation.

"Every month, we see mothers
becoming more confident," says
one centre worker, Aroona Batool.
"They begin asking questions, mak-
ing better food choices and encour-
aging other women in their com-
munities to come too."

Significant improvements in child
stunting and maternal health
Javaid and her now healthy daugh-
ter Faseeha, who has graduated
from the Nashonuma programme.

A new independent impact evalu-
ation has found significant im-
provements in maternal and child
health outcomes. Women enrolled
in the programme showed better
prenatal care, healthier pregnancy
weight gain and fewer adverse birth
outcomes.

The evaluation also found that
stunting rates among beneficiary
children were 22 percent lower at
6 months of age and 18 percent
lower at 1 year of age - some of
the strongest results ever observed
globally for a nutrition programme.
"What started as a stunting preven-
tion pilot more than six years ago
is today not only one of the larg-
est, but also most successful so-
cial protection programmes deliv-
ering nutrition results at scale," says
WEFP Country Director Ushiyama.
"WEFP is humbled to partner with
the Government of Pakistan, par-
ticularly BISP, throughout this jour-
ney"

"The latest evidence tells us to build
on the current local solutions that

work." - Coco Ushiyama, WFP
Country Director in Pakistan
Today, Javaid sits in the same fa-
cilitation centre waiting for another
update on her daughter's progress.
Around her, mothers continue ar-
riving with children in their arms,
carrying the same worries she once
carried herself.

She leans forward anxiously as the
staff member reviews Faseeha's
chart one last time.

"So, Faseeha is graduating from
the programme?" she asks care-
fully.

The staff member smiles and nods.
Severe malnutrition is treatable in
amatter of months. The additional
nutritional support Faseeha then
received ensured she continued to
develop normally - readying her for
preschool years.

the conscious alignment of Human
Intelligence, Artificial Intelligence,
Ecological Intelligence, and Social
Intelligence", bringing together eth-
ics, technological optimization, na-
ture's wisdom and collective action.
Warning against growing digital in-
equality, he stressed that "the ex-
pansion of Al should harmonize
social and economic development,
be inclusive and facilitate knowl-
edge sharing among farmers and
consumers'.

Recalling remarks by Pope Leo
XIV earlier this year, Qu said that
"technology must serve the human
person, not diminish him" and said
that "it is up to us to elevate that
message above our Al ambitions.
We should not only measure how
high we can go, but also how
widely the benefits can be shared."
He concluded by emphasizing that
we need Al to be a facilitator "but
we cannot eat AI", reiterating that
tools cannot replace humans.
"Letus walk this bridge together -
from fear to fortune, from superi-
ority to solidarity-so that all of hu-
manity can benefit from Al for a
better future for all," he added.

Masagena ......

also encouraged to prepare prod-
ucts and market their various prod-
ucts to segmented markets. Thus,
market negotiations run smoothly.
The various products marketed
include fermented beans, raw co
coa beans, wet cocoa beans, co-
coa seedling businesses, fertilizers,
and processed foods.

"The cooperative is an umbrella for
the farmers we work with. How
the cooperative can access the
market from the first hand, have
direct contact with buyers, facili-
tate the marketing of farmers' prod-
ucts at a much better price or bet-
ter bargaining position, and that's
what we need," said Ayu.

The cooperative is currently devel-
oping the Masagena Education
Center (MEC) as a Cocoa Clinic
and addressing other issues cur-
rently faced by cocoa farmers in
the program area to develop and
provide capacity building to group
members participating in the or-
ganization, including attracting
young farmers to participate in the
program. Furthermore, young peo-
ple are given capacity building and
introduced to smart farming, not
just about tools that can improve
their performance in the agricultural
sector, but how they can develop
and be empowered in the agricul-
tural sector.

In the future, farmers will not only
focus on cocoa commodities. They
also develop other commodities to
maximize the available land with an
intercropping system. For example
in cocoa plantations, ginger, papaya,
pineapple, durian, and banana, avo-
cado, and other plants with added
value are planted. This effort will
increase farmers' income that sup-
ports local economy. Although
floods once inundated around 80
percent of cocoa plantations, the
improvement and recovery efforts
were expected to restore soil fertil-
ity, while strengthening the resilience
and sustainability of farmers' agri-
cultural businesses.
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St;ait of Hormuz: Time run-
ning out to avert global food

security crisis, FAO warns

Rome -May 5, FAO Director-
General QU Dongyu addresses
event on Middle East conflict with
Spain Prime Minister

FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu delivers his opening state-
ment during a Special Event of
Rome Nutrition Week - "Food
Security and Nutrition Under Pres-
sure: Consequences of the Middle
East Conflict" - at FAO's head-
quarters in Rome.

The actions taken now will be criti-
cal in determining whether the
world can manage the shock
caused by the disruptions in the
Strait of Hormuz or face a far more
serious food security crisis in the
years to come, the Director-Gen-
eral of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), QU Dongyu,
warned on Tuesday.

Qu was addressing a Special
Event on the crisis in the Middle
East during Rome Nutrition Week.
The meeting, organized by the
Government of Spain, was also
attended by Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez, as well as the
Executive Director of the World
Food Programme, Cindy McCain,
and the President of the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural Devel-
opment, Alvaro Lario.

In his remarks, the FAO Director-

e

General said the meeting in Rome
was taking place at a moment of
"profound geopolitical and eco-
nomic fragility."

"What we are witnessing today is
not only a geopolitical crisis, itis a
systemic shock to the global
agrifood system," Qu said.

The largest impacts of this crisis
may not be immediate, however.
They may emerge months from
now, when farmers begin harvest-
ing less because they planted less,
fertilized less, or could no longer
afford production.

"The decisions we make now will
determine whether this remains a
manageable shock, or evolves into
a deeper global food security cri-
sis in 2026 and 2027, and beyond,"
Qu told the meeting.

FAOQ notes that severe disruptions
in the Strait of Hormuz have already
affected the movement of oil, lig-
uefied natural gas, sulfur, and ferti-
lizers - driving up agricultural input
costs and placing upward pressure
on seed prices due to their de-
pendence on fertilizers. As energy
prices rise, agrifood systems be-
come more expensive across all
regions.

Input import-dependent countries,
in particular, are facing rising bills,
while vulnerable households are
losing purchasing power as infla-

tion erodes incomes.

For many countries, especially in
Africa and parts of Asia, these im-
pacts are not occurring in isolation;
they are compounding existing
pressures from debt distress, cli-
mate shocks, conflict, and con-
strained public finances.

"We must act early before humani-
tarian and economic costs rise," the
Director-General said.

FAO has already responded by
mobilizing technical support,
strengthening monitoring systems,
and expanding coordination
through mechanisms such as the
Agricultural Market Information
System (AMIS).

Policy recommendations

FAO has already issued a series
of evidence-based policy recom-
mendations for governments and
partners. These include:

"Keep trade flowing: Export re-
strictions, particularly on fertilizers
and agricultural inputs, must be
avoided. These measures intensify
shortages, increase instability, and
hurt poorer import-dependent
countries most.

"Smarter agricultural responses:
Traditional emergency packages
centered exclusively on fertilizer-
intensive systems may no longer be
viable under current conditions.
Countries should support adaptive
strategies such as inter-cropping,
improving nitrogen efficiency, and
promoting crops less dependent on
synthetic fertilizers.

"Targeted support: Resources
should focus on the most vulner-
able populations through targeted
social protection systems and ru-
ral support mechanisms.

"Support from international finan-
cial institutions: Farmers and other
stakeholders across agrifood sys-
tems, as well as import-depend-
ent countries, need liquidity sup-
port now - before the next agri-
cultural cycle. A delay in financing
will result in lost production.

The crisis has highlighted the de-
pendency of agrifood systems on
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a limited number of trade bottle-
necks and fertilizer suppliers. Ad-
dressing this requires more diver-
sified logistics corridors, stronger
regional trade integration, strategic
reserves, resilient rural infrastruc-
ture, and greater energy diversifi-
cation across agrifood systems.
This is particularly crucial at a time
of elevated climate risk from a po-
tentially strong El Nifio, which
could further amplify existing pres-
sures and disruptions to supply
chains.

"We have a window to act, but that
window is narrowing," Qu noted.
Tuesday's event took place during
Rome Nutrition Week 2026, a glo-
bal convening space at FAO head-
quarters in the Italian capital dedi-
cated to advancing coherent nutri-
tion action across the UN system
and beyond.

This year's edition was taking place
under the overarching theme Shap-
ing the Future of Joint Nutrition
Action in a Changing World.
"This week, as we mark Rome
Nutrition Week 2026, we must
remember that food security will be
guaranteed only when nutritious
food is available, accessible, and
affordable," Qu said, noting that the
shock to fertilizer availability will
reduce the protein content and mi-
cronutrient density of staple foods.
When soils are degraded due to
lack of inputs, the fruits and veg-
etables that form the foundation of
healthy diets become scarcer and
more expensive.

"It is critical that even amidst sup-
ply shocks, we must protect the
nutritional integrity of our agrifood
systems," Qu said.

The Director-General thanked
Spain for being a strategic ally and
a steadfast pillar for FAO in the
fight against hunger and malnutri-
tion and thanked Prime Minister
Sénchez for his "ongoing commit-
ment to multilateralism, agrifood
systems transformation and rural
development."

New Zealand's Landmark Political
Support for Organic Agriculture

Brussels, IFOAM, May 26, Or-
ganics International celebrates a
landmark development in New
Zealand, where the Government
has appointed Mike Butterick MP
as Associate Minister of Agricul-
ture - Organics, establishing a
dedicated
ministerial
portfolio
y for the or-
ganic sec-
tor at the
- national
overn-

The ap-
pointment has been welcomed by
the country's organic sector as a
major step forward for sustainable
food systems and a strong politi-
cal signal of long-term commitment
to organic agriculture.

The appointment is the most sig-
nificant government commitment to
the organic sector since the pass-
ing of the Organic Products and
Production Actin 2023. It signals
that New Zealand s serious about
organic.

New Zealand's organic sector cur-
rently generates NZD 1.2 billion
annually and continues to grow
rapidly, with export earnings reach-
ing NZD 606.7 million in 2024.
Despite certified organic land ac-
counting for only 0.6% of produc-
tive land, the sector contributes
around 1.2% of the country's to-
tal Food and Fibre export value.
Global demand for certified or-
ganic products is expected to
more than double by 2033, with
the Asia-Pacific region leading
growth.

IFOAM - Organics International
welcomed the announcement as an
encouraging example of political
leadership for sustainable agricul-
ture.

We received this news with great

enthusiasm and encourage other
governments to follow New Zea-
land's example. At a time when the
world urgently needs resilient and
sustainable food systems, this ap-
pointment sends a powerful signal
that organic agriculture deserves
dedicated political leadership and
long-term vision."

Karen Mapusua

From left to right: Brendan Hoare
- OANZ Advisor, MP Mike
Butterick - Associate Minister of
Agriculture - Organic, Scott
Lawson - OANZ Board Member
President, IFOAM - Organics In-
ternational

The appointment also aligns with
New Zealand's ambitions to
strengthen agricultural exports while
reinforcing the country's interna-
tional reputation for environmen-
tally responsible production sys-
tems.

OANZ representatives recently
met with Minister Butterick to dis-
cuss export opportunities and the
importance of protecting New Zea-
land's GE-free status, which re-
mains central to organic certifica-
tion, consumer trust, and market
access.

Our President further commended
the New Zealand Government for
working with forward-thinking or-
ganisations such as Organic
Aotearoa New Zealand to support
farmers, strengthen rural commu-
nities, and advance sustainable
farming systems. She added:
IFOAM - Organics International
will follow this initiative closely and
look forward to sharing its progress
and lessons with other regions
around the world."

As implementation of supporting
organic regulations progresses to-
ward 2028, the global organic
movement will be watching closely
to see how this dedicated political
leadership helps shape the future of
sustainable agriculture policy.
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Seven Key Ways to Prepare for the
Extraordinary General Assembly 2026

On 1 June 2026, our members
from across the world will gather
online for the Extraordinary Gen-
eral Assembly (GA) of IFOAM -
Organics International. This event
represents an important moment for
our organisation, as members will
discuss and vote on key govern-
ance proposals and motions that
will help shape the future direction
of the network.

Over the past months, members
have actively participated in con-
sultations, discussions, and feed-
back processes surrounding the
proposals presented by the World
Board. The Extraordinary GA is
the next step in this collective proc-
ess, providing a space for mem-
bers to exchange perspectives,
seek clarification, and make deci-
sions together as a global member-
ship body.

To help you prepare and partici-
pate effectively, we have outlined
the essential steps to complete be-
fore the Extraordinary GA begins.

1. Check in for the digital event on
Zoom

The Extraordinary GA will take
place digitally viaZoom on 1 June
2026.

Make sure you are registered for
the event and have access to the
meeting link in advance.

We recommend joining a few min-
utes early on the day of the event
to avoid technical difficulties.

2. Reserve time on your calendar
Following a reassessment by the
World Board, the duration of the
event has been adjusted to allow
sufficient time for discussion and
member participation.

The Extraordinary GA will now
take place from:

3. Read the General Assembly
Report 2026
We strongly encourage you to

carefully review the General As-
sembly Report 2026, including:

" The motions presented by the
World Board

" Proposed amendments

" Background information and ra-
tionale

" Key governance decisions under

L2

discus-
sion

The more familiar you are with the
report, the more likely it is for you
to engage in productive discussions
and make informed decisions dur-
ing the event.

4. Review the agenda for Day 1
and Day 2

The Extraordinary GA process will
take place across two separate
sessions and voting windows. We
encourage you to familiarise your-
self with the structure and timing
of'both days to better prepare for
discussions and voting.

The agenda included in the Gen-
eral Assembly Report outlines:

" The sequence of motions and dis-
cussions

" Presentation and discussion ses-
sions

" Voting windows and timelines

" Key procedural moments during
the GA

Understanding the flow of the
event in advance will help you par-
ticipate more confidently and ef-
fectively.

5. Prepare your questions for the
World Board

You are encouraged to prepare any
questions regarding the motions,

governance proposals, or imple-
mentation considerations.

The event will include opportuni-
ties for discussion and clarification
with the World Board, and pre-
paring questions in advance can
help ensure a more constructive
and focused exchange.

Watch  for  your
& ElectionsBuddy voting email

Voting members will soon re-
Sceive an email from

£ | ElectionsBuddy containing the

8 information and access needed
to cast votes during the Ex-
traordinary GA process.
Please keep an eye on your
inbox - and your spam/junk
folder - to ensure you do not miss
it.

This step applies only to members
with voting rights..

7. Test your access and technol-
ogy in advance

To ensure a smooth experience on
the day of the event, we recom-
mend:

" Checking your Zoom access in
advance

" Using a stable internet connec-
tion

" Ensuring your microphone and
speakers work properly

" Logging into the Member Area
beforehand if relevant to your par-
ticipation

Taking a few minutes to prepare
technically can help avoid disrup-
tions during the Assembly.

The Extraordinary General As-
sembly is an important opportu-
nity for ourmembers to collectively
shape the future of [FOAM - Or-
ganics International. We are en-
couraged by the strong engage-
ment shown throughout this proc-
ess and hope members from
across the world will join the dis-
cussions and contribute to these
important decisions.
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Tribute held in Nepal for one of the Hindu
Kush Himalaya's most-studied rivers of ice

12 May 2025 | Press releases
"Langtang's Yala Glacier set to join
growing numbers of glaciers
around the world declared dead
due to temperature rise

"Over 50 people gather above
5,000M today to pay tribute to
disappearing ice

"Granite stones carved with words
by authors Manjushree Thapa and
Andri Snaer Magnason laid at site
where glacier currently stands.
Locals of Langtang, Nepal, and
glaciologists from four glaciated
countries in the Hindu Kush Hima-
layas (HKH) gathered to mark the
accelerating disappearance of Ne-
pal's Yala Glacier in Langtang,
Nepal, today.

Yala, which has shrunk by 66%
and retreated 784M since it was
first measured in the 1970s is pro-
jected to be among the first Nepali
glaciers to join the growing num-
bers of glaciers declared 'dead'
worldwide.

Over 50 people, including Bud-
dhist monks and members of local
community, and glacier experts
from Bhutan, China, India, and
Nepal completed the arduous
high-altitude trek to attend the
"poignant" tribute event today
(Monday 12th), which featured a
Buddhist ceremony, speeches, and
the unveiling of two granite memo-
rial plaques which will sit at the foot
of where the glacier today stands.
Yala is notable not just for its rapid
retreat, but also, thanks to its prox-
imity to Kathmandu relative to
other glacierised areas, for the cen-
tral role it has played in advancing
cryosphere research in a region
that is known for lacking research
capacity.

Circa 100 people, including Af-
ghan, Chinese, Indian, Nepali and
Pakistani nationals, have trained as
glaciologists on Yala since
ICIMOD started running training
field visits to the site in 2011, and

54,000 glaciers in th
Hindu Kush Himalayas,

o vanish this century du
tonglobal warming.

v

the glacier has served as aresearch
site for 50 years.

Despite their importance in the
provision of water for river flow on
which billions of people rely and
the fact that mountains in the re-
gion hold the largest mass of ice
and snowpack outside the two
geographic polar regions, glaciers
in the Hindu Kush Himalayas are
hugely understudied.

Yala is one of just seven glaciers in
the entire 3,500km-long arc of the
Hindu Kush Himalayas to have
been monitored annually for a dec-
ade or more and it is one of 38
glaciers with in-situ measurements,
providing crucial data on the speed
and extent of losses.

Earth's mountains have lost close
to nine trillion tonnes of ice since
records began in 1975 - the
equivalent of a 2.72-metre thick
block of'ice the size India. On cur-
rent melt rates, many glaciers
worldwide will not survive the 2 1st

most of which are expected

century.

The stones left at the base of the
glacier carry messages by two
world-famous authors,
Manjushree Thapa and Andri
Snaer Magnason, in English,
Nepali and locally spoken Tibetan.
Both authors have also backed
ICIMOD's/SaveOurSnow cam-
paign and asked for their author
fees to be donated to local climate
action.

Thapa's inscription states: "Yala,
where the gods dream high in the
mountains, where the cold is divine.
Dream of life in rock, sediment,
and snow, in the pulverizing of ice
and earth, in meltwater pools the
colour of sky. Dream. Dream of a
glacier and the civilizations down-
stream. Entire ecosystems: our
own sustenance. The cosmos. And
all that we know and all that we
love."

Magnason's inscription reads: "A
message to the future: Yala glacier
is one of 54,000 glaciers in the
Hindu Kush Himalayas, most of
which are expected to vanish this
century due to global warming.
This monument is to acknowledge
that we know what is happening
and what needs to be done. Only
you know if we did it. May 2025
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426ppm CO2 [parts per million of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere]"
Yala is the first glacier in Asia and
the third glacier worldwide to carry
a version of these words by
Magnason. Plaques bearing his
message also sit at the site of the
world's first glacier funeral, which
took place in Magnason's native
Iceland in 2019, for OK Glacier,
and at the site of the funeral for
Ayoloco glacier in Mexico in 2021.
Funerals have also been held for
the Swiss Pizol glacier in 2019,
Clark glacier in Oregon in 2020,
and Basodino glacier in Switzer-
land in 2021.

The tribute to Yala was organised
by the International Centre for In-
tegrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), working with local
authority partners, including
Gosaikunda Rural Municipality
Ward No 4.

"Yala's accelerating disappearance
is totemic of the disastrous
deglaciation and loss of snowpack
we're now seeing unfold across
Earth's mountains at a pace that
far outstrips scientists' worst-case
scenarios," said Pema Gyamtsho,
Director General ICIMOD.

"It's vital that business and politi-
cal leaders worldwide understand
that this region's future prosperity
and security - our food production,
our water supplies, our industries,
our energy, and our national secu-
rity - are intimately bound up in the
preservation of glaciers. Our com-
mon future is absolutely contingent
on greater regional cooperation to
manage these shared resources,
and rapid emissions reductions and
the acceleration of the transition to
clean energy to limit glacier losses."
Shyam Saran, former foreign sec-
retary and special envoy for and
chiefnegotiator on climate change
for India, who is attending the Gov-
ernment of Nepal's Sagarmatha
Sambaad event this week said:
"T've trekked the mountains of the
Himalayas for decades. The pace
and scale of the deglaciation and

loss of snowpack happening now,
and which I've seen with my own
eyes, is truly breathtaking.
"While this thawing is currently
upping the water available for
Asia's major economies and huge
urban centres, we know this wa-
ter is set to decline from mid-cen-
tury - just 25 years from now. This
has major implications for this re-
gion.

"Tragically, the issues that divide us
today, and which are rightly com-
manding so much global attention
right now, are set to be dwarfed
by the kinds of disasters we'll be
facing if we don't recognise our
interconnectedness with the eco-
logical systems that support us, and
act together, for our common fu-
ture, now."

ICIMOD's glacier monitoring is
supported by the Government of
Norway and the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation.
Additional quotes

Sharad Prasad Joshi, a
Cryosphere Analyst at [CIMOD
and Nepal's national correspond-
ent for the World Glacier Moni-
toring Service (WGMS). The trib-
ute event will be the fourteenth year
and the twenty-sixth time that Joshi
has visited Yala.

Speaking on the eve of the event
he said: "On the one hand, I'm in-
credibly proud that this glacier has
served as an open book, to train
the next generation of researchers
in this field in a region where our
capacity to monitor and therefore
predict and act on what is happen-
ing to these vital water reserves
continues to lag so far behind that
of other countries' and cryosphere
Zones.

"But to see how quickly the gla-
cier has retreated is incredibly sad,
on a personal level, and as a re-
searcher.

"As aresearcher, I studied where
the glacier used to be, in 1981. It
feels like a dream, to see how
drastically it's changed in those 50
years and how those changes have

accelerated since my first trip here
in 2011, to know and see with my
own eyes the pace of the retreat
and how low the glacier has sunk
since I've been coming here. Lo-
cally, the pasture land is now so
dry the yak herders cannot graze
their livestock here.

"Instead of a white glacier, it's
rocky, with debris. Aesthetically,
and on a personal level, this is in-
credibly sad. As a researcher, I
know what huge implications - the
exposed bedrock means there's no
longer albedo, so this will trigger
further temperature rise. And of
course the loss of this and other
glaciers has implications for water,
livelihoods, and more down-
stream.

"Yala is representative. This issue
is not just about glaciers in Nepal.
This is happening across the Hindu
Kush Himalaya, and the world. We
are losing our glaciers. Yala repre-
sents the true casualties - all gla-
ciers in Nepal are now receding -
of global warming.

"My hope is that by doing this
event, now, before the glacier is
gone, we will give glacier losses
more prominence. There's still not
enough awareness. Personally and
professionally, it feels incredibly
important to make the sorts of dra-
matic losses we're seeing in Yala
visible - we felt like we needed to
show people the reality. It feels like
noone's paying sufficient attention
to this issue and it is so consequen-
tial. In the future, maybe people will
look back at where the glacier
used to be now, and in 2011, and
when measurements began, and
realise it used to be this big.

"I'm hoping we're able to make
more people aware, and to share
what I learned and experienced
from Yala, from monitoring this gla-
cier, especially for those who can-
not come here and see this for
themselves, and to show them that
this glacier and the world's glaciers
are our lifelines."
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