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The Decade will accelerate existing
globd restoration goas, for example
the Bonn Chalenge, which amsto
restore 350 million hectares of
degraded ecosystems by 2030 - an
area almost the size of India
Currently, 57 countries, subnationa
governments and  private
organizations have committed to
bring over 170 million hectaresunder
restoration. Thisendeavour buildson
regiond effortssuch asthelnitiative
20x20in Latin Americathat amsto
restore 20 million hectares of
degraded land by 2020, and the
AFR100 African Forest L andscape
Restoration Initiative that aims to
bring 100 million hectares of
degraded land under restoration by
2030.
Ecosysemredtorationisdefinedasa
process of reverang thedegradation
of ecosystems, such as landscapes,
lakes and oceans to regain their
ecological functionality; in other
words, to improve the productivity
and capacity of ecosystems to meet
theneedsof society. Thiscanbedone
by alowing thenatural regeneration
of overexploited ecosystems, for
example, or by planting trees and
other plants.
Ecosysgemrestorationisfundamenta
to achieving the Sustainable
Development Gods, mainly thoseon
climate change, poverty eradication,
food security, water and biodiversity
conservation. It is aso a pillar of
international  environmental
conventions, such as the Ramsar
ConventiononwetlandsandtheRio
Conventions on biodiversity,
desertification and climatechange.
Currently, about 20 per cent of the
planet's vegetated surface shows
declining trendsin productivity with
fertility losses linked to erosion,
depletionand pollutionindl partsof
theworld. By 2050 degradation and
climate change could reduce crop
yieldsby 10 per cent globaly and by
up to 50 per cent in certain regions.

Opening ceremony of the
46th Session of the Committee
on World Food Security

Opening ceremony of the 46th
Session of the Committee on
World Food Security

FAO Director-General highlights
the importance of innovative and
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joint actions to restore progress
towards Zero Hunger

FAO Director-General Qu
Dongyu addresses the CFS
plenary.

14 October 2019, Rome -
Innovative collaboration and
actionsareneededtoreverserisng
food insecurity rates and resume
progress towards the eradication
of hunger by 2030, Director-
Genera Qu Dongyutold delegates
gathered at FAO today in the
opening of 46 session of the
Committee on World Food
Security (CES).

"We have ahuge challenge ahead
of us," he said. "We can achieve
this if we work together hand in
hand."

Recent trendsindicate that efforts
to eradicate hunger by 2030 are
"coming up short,” Qu said. "We
must come up with new ideasand
take bolder action,” he said.

The Director-General took the
opportunity to highlight the
recently launched Hand-in-Hand
[nitiative, through which FAO
aims to tailor assistance to the
small and vulnerable handsby the
big and strong hands, through

match-making partnershipsincluding
donor countries, the private sectors
as well as non-governmental
organizations, prioritizing small
island devel oping states, landlocked
countries and the world's least
developed countries.

Qu aso underscored that FAO will
continueto support CFS and ensure
that its policy frameworks are a
central part of its own work and
applied at local, national, regional
and global levels. The CFSoffersan
inclusive platform for all
stakeholders, including
governments, civil society and the
private sector, to work together and
develop policy recommendations
and guidance on topics affecting
food security and nutrition.

The Director-General concluded his
presentation by emphasizing that
countriesand all other stakeholders
should "design bigger, do concrete
and aim better."

This week's session of CFS will
approveanew four-year programme
of work with a special focus on
gender, youth, dataand inequalities,
CFSChair MarioArvelo said.
Gilbert Houngbo, President of the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development, and David Beadley,
Executive Director of the World
Food Programme, also addressed
the CFSplenary session.

About the CFS

High on this week's agenda for the
CFS are progress on developing
Voluntary Guidelines on Food
Systemsand Nutrition, approving a
new four-year programme of work
and appointing anew chair.

More than 50 side events are aso
planned as well as formal events
aimed at addressing factorsthat are
dowing progress in the successful
achievement of the 2030 Agenda.
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New UN Decadeon E
Restoration offers

New UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration offersunparalleled
opportunity for job creation,
food security and addressing
climate change

The United Nations General
Aseembly declared 2021-2030

the UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration

Preparing trees for planting at a
nursery in Senegal. The UN
Decade of Ecosystem Restoration
aims to massively scale up the
restoration of degraded and
destroyed ecosystemsasaproven
measure to fight the climate crisis
and enhance food security, water
supply and biodiversity.

01 March 2019, New York - The
UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, declared today by the
UN General Assembly, aims to
massively scale up therestoration
of degraded and destroyed
ecosystems as a proven measure
to fight the climate crisis and
enhance food security, water
supply and biodiversity.

The degradation of land and
marine ecosystemsunderminesthe
well-being of 3.2 billion peopleand
costs about 10 per cent of the
annual global grossproductinloss
of speciesand ecosystems services.
Key ecosystems that deliver
NUMErous services
essential to food
© and agriculture,
including supply
+ of freshwater,
protection against

S - hazards and
: provision of
"L habitat for species

- 4l such as fish and
S pollinators,
2o are declining
rapidly.
& "We are pleased
}| that our vision for
a dedicated
Decade has
become reality,"
said Lina Pohl,
Minister of

ogether polltlcal support
scientific research and
financial muscle to
massively scale up
restoration from
successful pilot initiatives

Environment and Natural
Resources of El Salvador, a
regional restoration leader. "We
need to promote an aggressive
restoration program that builds
resilience, reduces vulnerability
andincreasestheability of systems
to adapt to daily threats and
extreme events.”

cosystem

Restoration of 350 million hectares
of degraded land between now and
2030 could generate USD 9trillion
in ecosystem services and take an
additional 13-26 gigatons of
greenhouse gases out of the
atmosphere.

"The UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration will help countries
race against theimpactsof climate
changeand biodiversity loss,” said
José Graziano da Silva, Director-
General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO).
"Ecosystemsare being degraded at
an unprecedented rate. Our global
food systems and the livelihoods
of many millionsof peopledepend
on all of us working together to
restore healthy and sustainable
ecosystems for today and the
future.”

"UN Environment and FAO are
honored  to lead  the
implementation of the Decadewith
our partners,” said Joyce Msuya,
Acting Executive Director of the
UN Environment Programme.
"The degradation of our
ecosystems hashad adevastating
impact on both people and the
environment. We are excited that
momentum for restoring our
natural environment has been
gaining pace because natureisour
best bet to tackle climate change
and secure the future.”
TheDecade, aglobal call to action,
will draw together political
support, scientific research and
financial muscleto massively scale
up restoration from successful
pilotinitiativesto areasof millions
of hectares. Research shows that
more than two billion hectares of
the world's deforested and
degraded landscapes offer
potential for restoration.
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Cotton sudtai nability iskey
for rural development

FAO Director-General highlights
importance of acrop thatis"more
than just acommodity"

FAQO Director-Genera Qu Dongyu
speaks at the World Cotton Day
event in Geneva.

8 October 2019, Geneva -
Managing trade policy and climate
risks are critical to supporting the

morethan 25 million farmerswho
grow cotton, expertsgathered here
emphasi zed.

"Cotton represents so much more
than just a commodity: It is a
culture, a way of life, and a
tradition that finds its roots at the
heart of human civilization," said
FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
at aWorld Cotton Day event held
on Monday at the World Trade
Organization'sheadquartershere.
"Cotton provides employment and
income for some of the poorest or
most remote rural areas in the
world," Qu added.

World Cotton Day isbeing held at
theinitiative of the"C-4" countries
- Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and
Mali - and is being hosted at the
WTO with the collaboration of
FAO, theUN Conferenceon Trade
and Development and other
organizations.

"Itiscritical that the cotton sector
meets the highest standards of
sustainability at all stages of the

valuechain", the Director-General
said.

Natural fibers are opportunity

Qu also spoke at a side event
organized by FAO to discuss
market and policy trends for the
cotton sector, which has an annual
turnover of around $50 billionwith
a production of 25 million
tonnes in 75 countries.
International tradein cotton
isestimated at US$ 18 billion
annually.

Cotton is amgor source of
livelihoods and incomesfor
many rural smallholdersand
laborers, including women,
providing employment and
income to some of the
poorest rural areas in the
world.

In many, regions, cotton is
the only viable economic activity
available to rural households and
communitiesand the sector benefits
more than 100 million families
worldwide. For example, cotton
export earnings help to finance 50
percent of thefood import billsfor
Mali and 22.5 percent of those for
Chad, while they more than offset
the cost of food importsin Burkina
Faso, accounting for asmuch as 60
percent of the country's export
revenues.Nepal isendowed withits
vast water resources. It ispity that
this national reources has not yet
been developed to the degree that
the country can start reaping
commensurate benefit. During the
short span of two and half decades
the water resources can render to
the nation. Time has come to
develop water resources in its al
facets. Since power is one of the
major aspects of the water
resources devel opment it should be
rapidly devel oped in abundance so
asto meet the national demand and

creat and exportable surplus. This
will creat afavourable atmosphere
for national development. While
that the same time efforts should
be made to develop irrigation on
project to makeirrigation facilities
abvailabletothearablelandinthe
country in order to practice
scientific farming to give boost to
the agriculture production which
the country so much needs. Tothis
end projects of multipurpose
nature have to be implenmented
asquickly aspossible by taking up
systematic studies of all such
rivers whic can be harnessed and
preparing suitable manpower to
involve in the implementation
process and creating afavourable
atmosphere for international co-
operation infinancing the projects
and generating nation awareness
to develop the water resources.
Allround concerted efforts from
evey guarter are to be made to
achievethisgoal.

A particular focus of the
discussion was how to tackle the
opportunities offered by growing
demand for natural fibersin recent
years, as part of a marked trend
toward sustainability which has
provided further market
opportunities for cotton fibres.
Despite this there is a loss in
market share for the natural fiber
triggered by robust demand for
the man-madefibers, most notably
polyester.

In addition, there are exogenous
risks because of climate change.
FAO haslong offered developing
countries technical and policy
support for boosting productivity
and creating more opportunities
inthe cotton valuechain. Thereis
a need to keep increasing
productivity, investment and bring
innovation and sustainable
standardsto increase the benefits
of the cotton sector.
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FAQO Food Price | ndex holds steady

Vegetable oils and meat
guotations rise in September
while those for dairy and sugar
dip

Sunflowersin Ukraine.

3 October 2019, Rome - Global
food prices were steady in
September, as lower sugar prices
were offset by increased quotations
for vegetable oils and meat.

The FAO Food PriceIndex, which
tracks monthly changes in the
international prices of commonly-
traded food commaodities, averaged
170 points in September, virtualy
unchanged from August and 3.3
percent higher than in the same
month in 2018.

The FAO Cereal Price Index held
steady on the month, as wheat
prices rose while those of maize
declined. International rice prices
fell modestly amid slow import
demand and uncertainties
surrounding policies in the
Philippinesand Nigeria

The FAO Vegetable Oil Price Index
rose 1.4 percent in September to
itshighest level in morethan ayear.
Theincrease was driven by steady
demand from India and Chinafor
palm oil imports and higher price
quotations for rapeseed oil, linked
to firm demand from the European

Union's biodiesel sector. Soy and
sunflower oil prices both dropped.
The FAO Sugar Price Index
declined 3.9 percent from August,
driven by the expectationsof ample
stocksand supply trendsaswell as
reduced demand in Brazil for
sugarcane to usein the production
of ethanol.

The FAO Dairy Price Index
declined 0.6 percent, as higher
guotations for milk powders were
more than offset by falling cheese
and butter prices, especialy at the
lower end of the price range.
TheFAO Mest Pricelndex rose0.8
percent, driven by solid import
demand from China. While pigmeat
pricesin China, theworld'slargest
market, remained at the highlevels
recorded in August, increased
export suppliesin Europe prodded
pigmeat prices in international
markets lower.

Updated cereal forecasts

In the new Cereal Supply and
Demand Brief aso published today,
FAO dlightly lowered its forecast
for global ceredl productionin 2019
to 2 706 million tonnes, which

-, - would amount to 2.0 percent higher
! thanin 2018.
. The reduction reflected a cut to

Australias wheat harvest due to
dry weather and trimmed
projectionsfor riceoutput in China,
India, the Philippinesand the United
States of America.

Meanwhile, FAO raised its
estimates for worldwide coarse
grains production based on an
improved outlook for barley
production and better maize
prospectsin Brazil and the U.S.
World cered utilizationintheyear
ahead is now forecast at 2 714
million tonnes, dlightly trimmed
from last month's estimates but still
arecord high. World cereal stocks
are now expected to amount to
850 million tonnes by the close of
the 2020 seasons, down 2.0
percent from their opening levels.
Global wheat inventories are
anticipated to expand by 1.6
percent, whilethose of maize will
likely register a significant
decline, mostly due to expected
sharp drawdownsin China.

FAO left its forecast for world
trade in cereals in 2019/20
unchanged at around 415 million
tonnes. World wheat and rice
exports are set to rebound, while
those of coarse grains are
expected to decline.
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Assetsfor life Small,
but innovative

14 October 2019

©David Paqui/IFAD

With an average annual rainfall of
just 380 millimetres, Mapai isone
of the driest districts of

Mozambique. Situated in the
northern part of Gaza province,
Mapai has an arid and semi-arid
tropical climate where water for

consumption, cattle and
agricultureisthe major challenge
for the peopleliving there.

The community depend on animal
husbandry for their livelihoodsand
have Dbenefitted from a
multifunctional water system built
with support from the PROSUL
project. Previoudly they sometimes
had to travel over 20 kilometres
to collect water. Now they have
four innovative multifunctional
boreholesin different communities
inthedistrict. Theseare composed
mainly of water collection points
for the community and watering
troughs for cattle, powered by
solar panels. The increased
availability of water hasimproved
animal health, which in turn has
positive impacts on meat
production, improving the market
value of the livestock and hence
boosting incomes. Each household
pays a monthly fee to use the

water, based on how many animals
they own. Theserevenuesarethen
used for infrastructure maintenance
and repairs. These and other
investments by IFAD and other

partners have benefited nearly
18,000 households, who can now
rely on safe, accessible water and
better cope with the dry climate.
Thanks to the increased access to
water, communities have also
started vegetable gardens around
the boreholes. This has greatly
improved theavailability of nutrient
dense vegetables and income for
the producers.

“’We used to buy vegetables from
other districts, now we are
producing locally and also have a
source of income for us. | produce
cabbage, tomato, onion, lettuce

and other vegetables. Currently |
am harvesting and selling tomato
and lettuce, which givesa monthly
income for my family. With my
profits | am able to pay my
household expenses and bought a
cattle and goat", says Amélia
Simango, a member of the
management committee of one of
the boreholesin Mapai.

Mapai is one of the main centres
for cattle and meat trading in the
country. The district hosts cattle
fair events each week with
producers, cattle and meat traders
from different districts, including
the capital, Maputo. To improve
trading conditions and supply the
market with good quality and
healthy meat, PROSUL, with a
European Union project
(PRODEL), is co-financing the
construction of a modern
slaughterhouse in the district.
PROSUL constructed a modern
cattle fair infrastructure, a half-
hectare demo plot, fodder bank
withdripirrigation and crush pens.
The multifunctional water and
other climate-smart systems
developed by PROSUL are
hel ping the communitiesto adapt
to increasingly widespread
droughts in northern districts of
Gaza, Mozambique. Relatively
smadll, but innovative, investments
in water infrastructures and
capacity building of communities
have had a big impact on their
livelihoods.
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Rome, 2 October 2019 — About
30,900 rural people in the
Kingdom of Eswatini will benefit
from a new US$38.5 million
project that aims to improve the
prosperity and resilience of poor
and vulnerable smallholder farmers
and micro-entrepreneurs in the
country.

The financing agreement for the
Financial Inclusion and Cluster
Development Project was signed
by correspondence by Gilbert F.
Houngbo, President of the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), and Neal H.
Rijkenberg, Minister of Finance of
the Kingdom of Eswatini.

Project financing includesan $8.9
million loan from IFAD. The
project will be cofinanced by a
Financing Facility for Remittances
grant ($300,000); the Government
of Eswatini ($2.9 million); the
enterprises ($7.4 million) and the
beneficiaries themselves ($13.8
million). IFAD isnegotiating with
the Green Climate Fund and
Global Environmental Fund to
securethe climate financing ($5.0
million).

In Eswatini, 63 per cent of the
population live in poverty and 89
per cent of the poor people,
particularly young people and
women, live in rura areas. It is
essentia to provide new livelihood
opportunities through the
development of the agricultural
sector inrura areasto enablerura

people to build
better lives for
themselves and
their families.
However,
significant
obstacles
prevent most
smallholders
!--from taking
advantage of
t h e s e
opportunities.
They are held back by lack of
quality inputs such as seeds, access
to markets, financial services, high
exposure to changing rainfall
patterns and limited irrigation
systems.

The Financial Inclusion and
Cluster Development Project aims

develop their business skil
through training. The projec
will also promote gender and
youth inclusion, and improve
utrition through greate

returns from

to increase
sustainable farm and non-farm
enterprisesincluding by targeting
poor rural women and youth aged
18-35 through efficient public and

private sector investment.
Implemented nationwide, based on
cluster development for impact, it
will focuson fivecommaodities: red
meat (beef and goats), poultry,
pigs, vegetablesand legume seeds.
"Thisnew project isfully aligned
with the Kingdom of Eswatini’s
various development strategies,
which aim to improve marketing
and processing infrastructure,
iImprove access to market
information and link farmers to
markets,” said JaanaK eitaanranta,
IFAD Country Director for
Eswatini.

Eswatini and
| FAD boost
Inclusive
financial
Services
for farmers

The project will include
investments in good agricultural
practices— better quality seedsand
irrigation systems — to improve
productivity and production all
year round. It will support
producers to gain access to
financia servicesand develop their
business skills through training.
The project will also promote
gender and youth inclusion, and
improve nutrition through greater
access to diversified foods and
higher incomes.

Since 1985, IFAD has financed
six rural development programmes
and projectsin Eswatini at atota
cost of $210.5 million, with an
IFAD investment of $53.3 million.
These projects and programmes
have directly  benefited
60,055 rural households.

Pressrelease No.: |FAD/38/2019
IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce
poverty, increase food security,
improve nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Snce 1978, we have
provided US$21.5 billion in
grants and low-interest loans to
projects that have reached about
491 million people. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a United Nations specialized
agency based in Rome — the
United Nations’ food and
agriculture hub.

More about IFAD: www.ifad.org.
David Florentin Paqui

Regional Communications Officer
+39 3357516406

d.paqui @ifad.org
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on-farm storage losses. For fruits,
roots and tubers, packaging and
transportation also appear to be
criticd.
Suchfindingsarevauableinproviding
guidance when identifying potentia
interventionsfor food lossreduction.
Getting theincentivesright

The report urges countries to step up
effortstotackletheroot causesof food
loss and waste at all stages and
provides guidance on policy and
interventionsto reduce food lossand
waste.

Reducing food loss and waste
generdly entalls codts, and farmers,
suppliersand consumerswill only teke
necessary messures if their costs are
outweighed by the benefits. Thus,
changing incentives for various
sakeholdersin the supply chain will
involveidentifying optionsthet either
increase the net benefits or provide
better information on the existing net
benefits, the report Sates.
Evenwhen gakeholdersareaware of
the benefitsof reducing food lossand
waste, they may facecondrantsthat
prevent them from implementing
actions For example without financiad
help private actors in developing
countries, egpeddly smdlholders may
not be able to bear the high upfront
cost associated with implementing
suchactions. Improving credit access
could beanoptionevenintheabsence
of detailed information onlosses.
Thereportwill dsohep governments
to andyse condraints and trade-offs
for more efficient interventions. For
example, they can raseawvareness of
thebenefitsof reducingfoodlossand
wasteamong suppliersand consumers
and influence thar decison-making
through various types of actions or
polices

However, the report stressesthet the
policy measures amed at reducing
foodlossand wagteshould becoherent
andinvolveeffectivemonitoring and
evauation of interventions to assure
accountability of exigting actionsand
efforts.

Don’t count your chickens
before they hatch

11 October 2019

©Fatoumata Diabate'

The second Friday in October is
World Egg Day. A day to recognise
the vital role of eggs in feeding
people around the world.

Many people in developing
countries keep a small number of
poultry for home consumption,
either for meat or eggs, and as a
source of income from the sale of

these products. There is minimal
investment needed to keep poultry,
with most of the inputs generated
inthefarm and labour provided by
family members. Even though
production may be quite small, a
big advantage of family poultry
egg production is a frequent
provision of nutrients of high
biological value.

The scale and type of poultry
rearing varies greatly from
scavenging to small-scale
intensive. |IFAD-supported
projectsalsolook at the conditions
and requirements of these systems,
such as the type of genetic
resources used, feeding practices,
disease prevention and control,
flock management and how these
factors interact.

©l FAD/Radhika Chalasani

A Vanargja chicken in India is
larger than native birds and
produces more eggs. Eggs are an
important part of thetribal diet and
chicken meat is eaten mainly

during religious festivals. The
majority of tribal families keep
between six and eight chickens.
©IFAD/GMB Akash
Apart from providing eggs and
meat, poultry also have other
important roles. In Asia, village
poultry manureisused asfeed for
fishaspart of anintegrated system
where poultry are raised on top of
ponds. Family poultry can be part
crop
~ production
- rotational system
., where they can
SeLFdEs s help reduce
%04 pathogens and
4{ '/ pests. Having
1,4 accesstoavariety
o '+ 4 of insects, weed
*, 1 seeds, crops and
24 evenmineralsaso
- helps the
nutritional value of the birds and
eggs. In Bangladesh, Morjina
keeps over 300 ducks on her rice
paddies to eat pests, fertilise the
paddy and provide eggs.
©l FAD/Susan Beccio
Naiembaraisespoultry in Uganda.
With a loan from an IFAD-
supported project she started with
100 ‘layers’ and 100 ‘breeders .
She now has 600 chickens. She
sellseggs and chickensto support
her family and send her children
to school.
©IFAD/GMB Akash
Morium works on a chicken farm
she runs with her husband in
Bangladesh. They have over 900
chickens on their farm which
produce amost 900 eggs per day.
©IFAD/Susan Beccio
Workers package eggson achicken
farm in Samoa. They produce
around 40,000 eggsaday and they
sdll 80 per cent of theeggsin Samoa
and export therest to New Zealand,
whichissix daysaway by boat.
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A major step forward in
reducing food loss

FAO report provides new
estimates of food lossfrom post-
harvest up to retail to help
identify appropriate measures
for an effectivereduction
Globally around 14 percent of the
world’'sfoodislost after harvesting
and beforereaching theretail level.
Farmers harvesting cabbages in
KabalaTown, Koinadugu District,
SierralLeone.

14 October 2019, Rome - A new
FAQ report launched today by the
UN Food and Adgriculture
Organization providesinsightsinto
how much food islost - aswell as
whereand why - at different stages
of the food supply chain, callsfor
informed decisionsfor an effective
reduction and offers new ways to
measure progress.

Thiswill not only help to achieve
progress towards the important
target of reducing food loss and
waste, but could also contributeto
a number of Sustainable
Development Goal srelated to food
security and environmental
sustainability, the report states.
According to the State of Food and
Agriculture 2019, globally around
14 percent of the world's food is
lost after harvesting and before
reaching theretail level, including
through on-farm activities, storage
and transportation. However, the
food lossesvary considerably from
one region to another within the
same commodity groups and
supply chain stages.

Thereport highlightsthe need, and
offers a new methodology, to
measure carefully losses at each
stage in the food supply chain.
Doing so will help to identify
critical losspointsacrossthe supply
chain. These are pointswherefood
losses have the highest magnitude,
the greatest impact on food

security, and the
largest economic &
dimensions, aswell as
to identify
appropriate measures -:.:
for their reduction. |
It also points to the

Importance of

egetablelossisattributed to
poor infrastructure than in
industrialized countries. In
fact, many lower-income
countries lose significant
amounts of food during
orage, often due to poor

reducing food waste, which occurs
at theretail and consumption level
and is linked to limited shelf life
and consumer behaviour, such as

demanding food products that
meet aesthetic standards, and
limited incentive to avoid food
waste.

"As we strive to make progress
towards reducing food loss and
waste, we can only be truly
effectiveif our effortsareinformed
by a solid understanding of the
problem,” said FAO Director-
General Qu Dongyu in the
foreword to the report. He
questioned, "how we can allow
food to be thrown away when
morethan 820 million peopleinthe
world continueto go hungry every
day".

Identifying critical loss points
for targeted action

Evidence presented in the report
showsavast rangeintermsof loss
and waste percentages within
commodities, supply chain stages
and regions, suggesting thereisa

considerable potential for
reduction where percentages are
higher.

Losses and waste are generally
higher for fruits and vegetables
than for cereals and pulses at all
stages in the food supply chain,
with the exception of on-farm
losses and those during
transportation in Eastern and
South-Eastern Asia.

In lower-income countries, more
fresh fruit and vegetable loss is
attributed to poor infrastructure
thaninindustrialized countries. In
fact, many lower-income countries
lose significant amounts of food
during storage, often due to poor
storage facilities, including
refrigerated warehouses.

Degspite the fact that that in most
high-income countries adequate
storage facilities, including
refrigerated warehouses, are
available throughout the supply
chain, losses do occur during
storage, generally because of a
technical breakdown, poor
management of temperature,
humidity or overstocking.
Thereport also revealstheresults
from a number of case studies
conducted by FAO for identifying
critical losspoints. Resultsindicate
that harvesting is the most
frequently identified critical loss
point for all types of food.
Inadequate storage facilities and
poor handling practiceswere also
named among the main causes of
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