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upgrading their agricultural toolsto
modern machinery to further
increasetheir farm productivity.
"Ever 9ncel took over thefarmfrom
my father, | have recognised the
need for modernisation, such asa
tractor and connecting machinesto
facilitateour fieddwork, reduce costs
and be more productive. However,
applying such modern equipment to
the tiny and scattered parcelswas
samply impossible," saysL jupco.
Heisnow preparing to apply for EU
funding sohecaninvestinamodern
seeder, pepper transplanting machine
and arow mulcher.

With improved access to the
irrigation network, Ljupco and
Kathy are also hoping to expand
their drip-irrigation system. This
modernisation would save water,
help them to vary their crops and
improvetheryields.
"Accesstoirrigationwater will make
uslessvulnerableto climate change
and also enable usto broaden our
crop choicesand increasethevaue
of our productsfor themarketplace,”
says Kathy. Wheat and maize
account for some 50 percent of their
agricultura production, but they so
produce peppers and melon. She
andLjupcoarelookinginto growing
medical herbsand spices, including
organic mint and saffron. They have
attended several workshops on
organic productionand areexploring
new opportunitiesto diversify their
production andincome.

With land consolidation, everyone
standsto win becausefood security
increaseswhen farmsflourish. With
partners like the EU, FAO is
improving family farmers’ land
Sructureand accesstoinfrastructure,
technology and markets. Thisattracts
youth to the sector and ensuresour
food systemsare sustainableand fit
for thefuture.

*300 million loan from
AFDtolFAD

Rome, 12 November 2020 —In
an effort to tackle the devastating
impact of climate changeonrura
hunger and poverty, the French
development agency, Agence
Francaise de Développement
(AFD), today sgneda*300million
loantothe UN’sInternational Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) to help smdll-scdefarmers
in high-risk countries build their
resilience to shocks and increase
their productivity.

“If wewant aworld without hunger
and poverty we haveto focus our
attention on the most vulnerable
places where the poorest people
live—andthisisinrura aress,” said
Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of
IFAD, the UN agency dedicated to
eradicating rural poverty and
hunger.

“Thisloan demonstrates France's
strong commitment toinvestingin
rural people, aswell astheroleof
IFAD in assembling devel opment
financetofight climatechangein
linewiththe ParisAgreement.”
Edtimatesshow that climatechange
could push 100 million peopleinto
poverty by 2030, with those
working in agriculture suffering
mogt. Thisislikely toresultinmore
hungry people. Almaost 690 million
peoplewent hungry in 2019 —up
by nearly 60 million compared to
fiveyearsago. COVID-19 could
increase that number by an
additiona 135 millionby theend of
thisyear, with poverty expected to
increase for the first time in
decades.
ThissoveregnloanfromAFD ams
toreversethesetrends. Thefunds
will beusedtohelprurd smdl-scde
farmers to increase their
productivity, better manage scarce
natural resources, access new

marketsand financia services, and
build their resilienceto achanging
climate.As these farmers grow 50
percent of global food caories, these
investmentshaveasgnificantimpact
ontheworld’ sfood supplies.

AFD hascollaborated withIFAD on
various activities, including
srengthening agricultural andwegther
risk management, co-financing
projects in Cuba and Angola and
building the capacities of African
farmers organizations.

AFD has contributed UD$ 292
millionto IFAD sincethecregtion of
the Fund, and previoudy provided it
with aloan of «200 million.
Pressrelease No.: |FAD/52/2020
IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce
poverty, increase food security,
improve nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Since 1978, we have
provided US$22.4 billioningrants
and low-interest loans to projects
that have reached an estimated
512 million people. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a United Nations specialized
agency based in Rome —the United
Nations food and agriculture hub.
The Agence francaise de
dével oppement Group (AFD) isa
public ingtitution that implements
France's policy in the areas of
development and international
solidarity: climate, biodiversity,
peace, education, town planning,
health, governance, etc. Our teams
are actively involved in more than
4,000 projects with a high social
and environmental impact in the
French Over seas Departmentsand
Territoriesandin 115 countries. e
thus contribute to the commitment
of France and the French people
to the Sustainable Development
Goals.
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L and consolidation isthemissnglink

L and consolidationisthemissing
link for farmers in North
Macedonia

How an EU-funded FAO project
is reorganizing land to boost
farms productivity

Farmer Ljupco Angelovski from
North Macedoniahasbeen ableto
modernisehisfarm after taking part
in an EU-funded FAO project
supporting land consolidation.
18/11/2020

Coming from afamily with along
tradition in agriculture, Ljupco
Angelovski, ayoung family farmer
in the village of Egri, North
Macedonia, wanted to modernise
hisfarm when hetook it over from
hisparents. Hisland, however, was
fragmented into 15 tiny plots
scattered in different locations.
"Time and fuel are wasted on
traveling fromfield to field distant
from each other, for plowing,
fertilising, harvesting,” explains
Ljupco. "Parcelslikethiscan only
be useful for subs stencefarming.”
Ljupco’sfarminNorth Macedonia
is losing out to other European
countriesbecause of excessiveland
fragmentationand small farm sizes.
"Competing inthe EU market and
the global economy issimply not
possiblewith small plotsof land,"
says Ljupco. "There are no
economiesof scale.”

Why istheland so fragmented?
Land fragmentation isacommon
problem that dates back to theland
reforms implemented when
centrally-planned economies in
Centra and Eastern Europemoved
to market ones. Large-scale state
farms were broken up and
agricultura land wasgiven back-to
farmers.

Due to this, most farmsin North
Macedoniahave an average s ze of
lessthan two hectares, compared to
the 16.6 hectaresthat istheaverage
farm size in the European Union.
Additionally, thesetwo hectaresare
often fragmented into five or more
smaller land parcels that are
irregularly shaped and distant from
oneanother, makingthemchalenging
tofarm. Thismeansthat, throughno
faultof their own, family farmershave
great difficulty in scaling up
agricultural productionand shifting
towardscommercia farming.Most
farmsin North Macedoniahavean
averages zeof lessthantwo hectares
and areoften fragmented into many
smaller, irregularly shaped parcels
that canbechdlengingtofarm.

Ljupcoand hiswifeKathy, whorun
the farm together, knew that they
needed to addresstheseissuesand
implement modern techniquesfor
their farmif they wanted to provide
better opportunitiesfor their family.
Throughawareness-rasngactivities
by the EU Delegation, FAO and the
MacedonianMinigtry of Agriculture,
Ljupco and Kathy heard about the
MAINLAND project, aninitiative
focused on hel ping agricultural land
owners and rural communitiesin
North Macedonia to address the
problem of land fragmentation.
Implemented with FAO'stechnical

andfinancia assstance,
the project aims to
enlargefarm sizesand
improve necessary
S agricultural
infrastructure.
Through this project,
= Ljupco and Kathy’s
= land has been
consolidated into three

regularly-shaped parcels with an

averagesizeof two hectares, upfrom
just 0.4 hectaresbeforehand. Ljupco
andKathy'sland d so hasbetter access
toagriculturd infrastructure, now that
theproject isimproving agricultural
roads, drainageandirrigation channels.
These improvements, according to
Ljupco, will increase land use
efficiency andimproveyiddsby 30to
40 percent.

In Ljupco’s village, the land re-
allotment plan was adopted by the
qualified mgjority of landownersin
January 2020 to become the first
majority-based land consolidation
project inNorth Macedonia. Theland
re-dlotment planfor thevillageof Egri
reduced thenumber of land parcelsby
amos fourfold from 874 plotsto 260.
The 214 landowners now have the
sameamount of land, butinregularly-
shaped parcelsthat allow for better
farming practices.

Now that their smaller land parcels
have been consolidated into three
manageableones, Ljupcoand hiswife
Kathy are upgrading to modern
machinery to increase their farm
productivity.

Adopting modern means of
production

With hisland consolidated, Ljupcois
thinking about the next step to make
his farm more competitive:
mechanisation. Heand Kathy are
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UAV sal so encourageinvolvement
from the local community. UAV
gogglesallow peopleontheground
to seewhat the UAV sees, bringing
thestuationtolifefor locd inhabitants
and encouraging them to useland
moresustainably.

AnFAO expert gathersvisual data
on recently damaged rice cropsin
the town of Magalang in the
Philippines. Vegjay Villafranca

3. Assessing the effects of natural
disasters
ThePhilippinesranksfourthamong
the world's most disaster-prone
countries. Between 2018-2019, 21
typhoonshit the country. Therapid
assessment of damagesisvitd togart
therebuilding process. However, the
conventional method of manual
assessments can often take months
and may leadtoinaccuracies. This
lengthy processcanresultinfarmers
receiving recovery support toolate
or may lead to someareasbeing | eft
behind. But since 2015, FAO and
the Philippines Department of
Agriculture have been working
together to use UAV sto efficiently
assess agricultural damage after a
natural disagter.

After a successful FAO pilot
programmeusing UAVsin pre- and
post-disaster assessments, the
Philippines government has
dramatically improveditsresponse
capacity. For example, inearly 2019,
an El Nifio event led to asignificant
drought, affecting cropscountrywide.
Thanksto the continuing expansion
and improved use of UAVS,
however, the Department of
Agriculture had already deployed
UAVsto the area and was able to
confirmwhich cropswerestruggling
for water and where they were
located. By not having to assessthe
Situationin person, the government
saved time and resources. It aso
meant that field personnel and
technical staff could exchange
informationand andysethedtuation
moreeadly, dlowingthemto provide

help morequickly and better dlocate
resources.

UNFAO - TZH 07 - Drones, data,
food security: How UAV soffer new
perspectiveson agriculture
Building a sustainable planet for
future generations is impossible
without innovation. Inmany projects
around the world, FAO, hand-in-

hand with countries, issolving age-
old agricultural problemswith new
technology and fresh approaches.
UAVs are just one of the
technologies that can help us to
modernise and scale up innovation
acrosstheagricultural sector, building
a more sustainable planet for
everyone.
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Threewaysdroneshdp us

Three ways drones help us better
manage our land and protect our
planet

FAO projectsin Myanmar and the
Philippinesusetechnol ogy to boost
sugtainability andresilience
Unmanned Aeria Vehicles(UAV),
otherwise known as drones, now
play akey rolein disaster recovery
and devel opment projects, including
themonitoring of land and foreststo
ensurethat they areused sustainably.
10/11/2020, In the last couple of
years, we've seen the use of
UnmannedAeria Vehicles(UAV) —
or drones, as most people know
them — really take off. From
enhancing video coverage of events
to taking stock of the aftermath of
natural disasters, they now havea
key roleto play in many different
contexts. They’re even part of
FAO'sdtrategy to tacklethe recent
desert locust outbreak in West
Africa

The possibilities with UAV
technology are far-reaching, and
FAO isharnessing thispotential to
monitor theuse of natural resources
and increase sustainability. UAV's
save time, are cost efficient and
provide up-to-date dataand images
inhighresolutionfor many different

purposes. They’ realso easy to use,
making them the perfect tool for
expertsand amateursalike.
Left/top: UAV photos, likethisone,
cangiveanaccurateview of landuse
from above. ©FAO/Xavier Bouan
Right/bottom: A young boy in Chin
state Myanmar enjoys seeing his
village through UAV goggles.
©FAO/Xavier Bouan

So how isFAO utilising UAVsto
protect our planet’sresourcesand
peoplée' slivelihoods?

1. Monitoring deforestation and
land degradation

Deforestation and land degradation
aremgor problemsbut onesthat are
often hard to seeand monitor. Some
129 million hectares of forest - an
area almost equivalent in size to
South Africa- have beenlost since
1990. Thisworks out to a loss of
23 hectares of forest per minute!
Additionally, 12 million hectares of
land are degraded each year.
Deforestation and land degradation
damagebiodiversity, hurtlivelihoods
andincreasetherisksfrom extreme
weather, ultimately increasing
poverty and hunger and at times
forangloca communitiestomigrate.
InMyanmar, FAOisusng UAVsas
part of aproject to monitor theuse

of forestsand land to ensurethat they
are used sustainably. With forests
covering over 48 percent of the
country, it isalmost impossible to
know and monitor thesituationfrom
the ground, making it difficult to
implement theright policies. UAV'S,
conversely, offer abroader, birds-
eye-view of forests, makingit easier
to capturethe current situation and
alow authoritiestomonitor their use,
protecting these preciousresources
from over-exploitation.

When it comes to tackling land
degradation, UAVshaveasimilar
role to play. Though local
communitiesoftenknow thegtuation
on theground, evidenceisneeded
to share with the government and
enablethem toimplement policies.
Previoudly, this information was
gathered manudly, travellingtheland
on foot to assess the situation and
report back. But with forests
coveringsuchvas aress, itisamost
impossibleto get anaccurate picture
thisway. UAV photos and videos
highlight the land condition from
above, eadly providing the necessary
evidence to make informed
decisons.

2. Mapping and planning land use
Inorder to accurately monitor forests
and land degradation, Land Useand
Land Cover (LULC) maps are
fundamental. These maps
demonstrate the various types of
land, how they are being used and
how this use changes over time.
LULC mapsaremainly developed
through satelliteimagery, dongside
manual ground checking. However,
photos taken by drones have now
become an important third step,
hel ping check and improve datasets
and increase the accuracy of
assessments. Myanmar has now
implemented UAV sfor itsland use
planning and sustainable land
management.
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Conferences, praising theexcd lent
results achieved with the new
interactiveandindudvegpproach. He
adsothanked thehodting countriesand
theMembershipfor agreeingtohold
al Regiona Conferencesinavirtua
moddity.
InrdaiontoFAO's75thanniversary,
Qu noted that 450 activities were
organizedin 150 countries, andfirg-
ever virtual World Food Day
cdebrationin Romewasfollowed by
76 000 participants via Zoom,
webcast or livestreaming onsocid
media. In addition, over 860 000
users viewed World Food Day
content on FAO web pagesand the
FAO messages reached over 1.5
billion accountsonsocia media
Referring to FAQO's internal
transformation, he noted that the
Organization is today more
transparent, inclusive, efficient,
effectiveanddigital, adaptingtothe
new normal and better ableto serve
itsMembers.

"Full of determinationand dediication,
we will continue working hand in
hand, for theday whenhungerisonly
afootnoteinthehistory books!" the
Director-Generd concluded. Thefull
gpeechof the Director-Generd inthe
opening sesson of the FAO Council
canbeaccessed here.

Chaired by the Independent
Chairperson of the Council,
Khaid Mehboob, the 165th Sesson
of the FAO Council will meet until 4
December. It can be followed by
webcas.

TheCoundil istheexecutiveorgan of
the FAO Conference. It has 49
Members and meets at least four
timesbetween Conferencesessons.
In particular, the Council exercises
functionsdedingwiththeworldfood
and agricultura Stuationandrelated
matters, current and prospective
adivitiesof theOrganization,induding
theProgrammeof Work and Budget,
administrative matters, financial
management of theOrganization, and
condtitutional questions.

FAQO appoints Monty Don
and Dlarmwd Gavin

FAO appoints Monty Don and
Diarmuid Gavinasinternationa Year
of Plant Health advocatesYear-long
initiative hasbeen extended into 2021
To promotethe I nternationa Year of
Plant Health FAO has appointed
Monty Don, as a Goodwill
Ambassador and Diarmuid Gavinas
aChampionfor theinititive.

30 November 2020 Rome - The
Food and Agriculture Organi zetion of
the United Nations (FAO) has
appointed the popular British
gardening expert, writer and
broadcaster, Monty Don, as a
Goodwill Ambassador to promotethe
International Year of Plant Health.

In addition, FAO has appointed the
Irish garden designer, writer, and
broadcaster, Diarmuid Gavin, asan
officid Champion of thecause.
Accepting their nominationsMonty
Donsad: "l look forwardtoplayinga
smdll partin promoting thevitd role
of plant health asakey factor inthe
fight against hunger and poverty.”
Diarmuid Gavinsaid "l am honoured
and delighted to accept the role as
Championfor thelnternationd Year
of Plant Hedthfor theEuropeRegion.
| look forward toworkingwithyouto
promotethisvitally importantissue.
TheUnited NationsGenerd Assembly
declared 2020 asthelnternationd Year
of Plant Health to raise global
awareness on how protecting plant
health can help end hunger, reduce
poverty, protect theenvironment, and
boost economic development. Dueto
COVID-19, the Year has been

extended beyond the first half of
2021. Plant hedlthisvitd for people
andtheplanet

FAO estimates that up to 40
percent of food cropsarelost due
to plant pestsand diseasesannudly.
This leaves millions of people
without enough food to eat and
seriously damagesagriculture- the
primary source of incomefor rural
poor communities. Plant healthis
increasingly under threet asclimate
change, and human activities, have
altered ecosystems, reducing
biodiversity and creating new
nicheswhere pestscanthrive.
Protecting plants from pests and
diseasesisfar more cost effective
than dealing with full-blown plant
health emergencies. Plant pestsand
diseases are often impossible to
eradicate once they have
established themselves and
managing them istime consuming
and expensive. Preventioniscritical
to avoiding the devastating impact
of pests and diseases on
agriculture, livelihoods and food
security and many of ushavearole
toplay.

FAO'srole

FAO and its International Plant
Protection Convention areleading
global efforts, for example, to
ensurethat Internationa Standards
for Phytosanitary Measures are
developed to sustain plant health
and countries benefit from their
wideapplication.

FAO's Plant Production and
Protection Division supports
countries in the transition to
sustainable crop production
systems and works with broad
rangeof partnersindevelopingand
promoting sustainable crop
production approachesthat build
on ecosystem services while
enhancing and protecting the
underlying natural resource base.
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Furthermore, Qu talked about plans
tolaunchthe 1000 Digitd Villages
Initiative, which aims to enable
farmersto usedigita technologies,
information and communicationtools
including social media, to promote
local sustainable devel opment.
"Digital technologies can raise
economic benefitsand contributeto
food security by increasing
productivity of agricultural sectors,
enhancing market opportunities
through E-commerce and accessto
market information, facilitating
incluson of famersinvauechains,”
hesaid.

Throughthe 1000 Digita Villages
Initiative, atailor-made menu for
assistance in the area of digital
innovation can be made according
to thereguestsand situations of the
stes Thiseffort will beimplemented
in collaboration with Microsoft,
IBM, the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and other partners.
"Our Regional Officefor Asiaand
the Pacificisnow starting aprocess
of proposing thefirst round of pilot
villages" Qusad.

Resilience and emergency
preparedness

The Director-General aso updated
Members on FAQO's work to
support resilience and emergency
preparedness, particularly inrelaion
to desert locust and Fall Armyworm
response.

For Desert Locust, FAO has been
abletoraise over $203 millionto
tacklethe pest. Inthe Greater Horn
of Africa and Yemen, amost 1.3
million hectares have been treated
since January 2020. It isestimated
that over 2.5 million tonsof cerea
have been protected, valued at $
765million.

"Thisisenoughtofeed morethan 17
million people for one year and
protect more than 1.2 million
pastora householdsfromlivelihood
lossand distressin Ethiopiaalone,”
Qusad.

RegardingtheGloba Actionfor Fall
Armyworm Control, eight
demongtration countriesand 53 pilot
countrieshave beenidentified for a
radical intervention at national and
farmer level through anew business
model that reaches over 50 percent
of maize acreagein thethreetarget
regions Africa, Asiaand the Near
East.

TheDirector-Generd mentioned the
introduction of aninnovativetaking
smartphone app known asNURU,
available in 29 languages, that
channelsvauablered-timeandfidd-
level information and supports
amdlholder farmerswith specifictips
on how to manageinfestations.
Digitd FAO

"Today, we are proud to say that
FAO'sVirtud and Digitd Workplace
Is a reality," said the Director-
General, referring to FAQO's
transformation into a digital
Organization.

Such transformation included the
improvement and revamp of the
entire FAO website'sfunctionality,
content and ook, to serve as
platform to support and include
Members, other UN organizations,
partners, and farmers, particularly
smdlholders.

Qu aso cited the creation of the
Digital Tiger team, toragpidly enable
teleworking, withascaeupfromIT
security, and the automation of
collaboration and communication
tools for trainings to provide the
maximum and most efficient helpto
al FAO employeesworldwide
"Weare continuing to spearhead the
holistic concept of a digital
organizationwithinthe UN family,
being well ahead of the curve," he
sad.

TheDirector-General a so stressed
that new digital FAO hasalso been
ddiveringdigita publicgoodsfor its
Memberd!

"We have created an impressive
FAO Digital Portfolio: a global

catalogue of FAO'smorethan 250
digital products that support our
work in the field and empower
FAO'sdigitd technologies," henoted.
"And we established the Digital
Service Portfolio: A cloud-based
platformthat offersinformation and
advisory messagestothefarmersin
thefield and connectsgovernments
directly tofarmers,” Qu added.
After being deployed in 2019 in
Egypt, theDigital ServicePortfolio
isnow being upscaled in Rwanda
and Senegd andisinprogressinirag,
Jordan and Tanzania. Currently, 37
333 farmers areregistered for the
Short Message Service (SMS)
Broadcasting.
TheDirector-Genera alsoreferred
to the E-Agriculture Community of
Practice, which now countsabout 18
000 Members. Thisgloba platform
offers capacity development
activities, sharesupdated informeation
and collectsbest practicesindigital
agriculture.

Other issues

The Director-General referred to
FAO'swork onfood lossand waste,
referring to the unveiling of the
Technical Platform on the
Measurement and Reduction of
Food Loss and Waste in July. The
platform bringstogether information
onmeasurement, reduction, policies,
alliances, actions and examples of
successful modelsapplied to reduce
food loss and waste across the
globe.

The platform is a gateway to all
related FA O resources, including:
thelargest online collection of data
onwhichfoodislost andwasted and
where; discussonforumonfood|oss
reduction; examples of successful
initiatives; e-learning courses, food
lossand waste policy briefsinthe
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic;
andtipsonwhat everyonecandoto
reducefood waste.

Among other issues, Qu aso spoke
about theresults of the Regiona
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country-owned and country-led
approach.

He recognized that an increasing
engagement with the private sector
involvesrisks, but reassured that the
Organizationistaking all measures
to minimize those risks. Qu also
mentioned that as a neutral
convener, FAO hasthe mandateto
engagewith al relevant actorsthat
can contribute to sustainable
development.

"I am committed to strengthening
FAQO'sengagement withthe private
sector and all partnersin a fully
transparent manner. An efficient,
transparent andinclusveFAOQismy
highest priority,” hesaid.
Withthenew strategy, FAO aimsto
engage with the private sector to
support and scale up innovation,
promote investments, mobilize
scientificexpertise, generatedatafor
SDG monitoring - among other
aspects - based on shared
resources, networks, knowledge
andtechnologies.

The strategy defines as potential
partnersfinancid ingtitutions; large
national and multinational
companies; micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMES);
farmersand farmers organizations,
industry and trade associations;
philanthropicfoundations, aswell as
producer-organizations and
cooperatives.

COVID-19 Response and Food
Codition

TheDirector-General stressed that
from the onset of the COVID-19
Pandemic, FAO has used its
technicd expertiseandinternationa
standing to raise awareness,
disseminate knowledge and rally
concrete action, including joint
satementswith other organizations
(WHO, WTO, World Bank, WFP
and IFAD) and adedicated website
with more than 70 analysis and
policy brief documents on the
various aspects of the pandemic's
impact, aswell asamapping tool

displaying information on planting
and harvesting monthsfor key food
and agriculturecommodities.

Healluded to thelaunch of FAO's
comprehensive COVID-19
Responseand Recovery Programme
forimmediateand mediumtolonger-
term actions to prevent the health
crissbecomingafood criss.

The Programme aims to support
countriesto "build back better" by
strengthening the longer-term
resilience of food systems and
livelihoods, addressing the socio-

Platform for Digital Fooo
and Agriculture will discuss
the potential and the
Rallenges of the ng
platfe

economic impactsof the pandemic
and reflecting the three pillars of
sustainable devel opment.

Up to now the Programme has
mobilized more than $193 million
through voluntary contributionsand
technical cooperation programs.
TheDirector-Genera asoreferred
to thelaunch of the Food Coadlition,
an initiative proposed by the
Government of Italy andledby FAO
with the participation of key and
Strategic partners.

The Food Coalition supports the
COVID-19 Response and
Recovery Programmmeby raising
awareness, mobilizing financial
resources, technical expertise, and
innovation. FAO will serve as a
neutral leader and convener of the
Food Codlition, usingitsexpansive
network of country officesto ensure
that theviewsand needsof countries
and national partners are fully
prioritized.

Hand-in-Hand and other new
initiatives

The Director-General updated
Membersabout theimplementation
of the Hand-in-Hand Initiative,

which is aready supporting the
effortsof 30 countriesto end poverty
(SDG1) and hunger and al formsof
mal nutrition (SDG2) in acountry-
owned and country-led manner.
"Based on the wide interest and
overwhelming positive reactions
received sofar, | am confident that
thisnumber will increesesgnificantly
inthecoming months,” Qu said.
Hea so aluded to the state-of -the-
art technologies that support the
Hand-in-Hand-Initiative, suchasthe
Geospatial Data Platform which
ddiverskey informationfor decison-
making and EarthMap, which FAO
recently launched with Google.
"We are walking the talk when it
comes to integrating innovative
approachesand digital technologies
in our core business," he said,
stressing that the International
Platform for Digital Food and
Agriculture is another important
element in this approach. The
proposed Termsof Referenceof the
platform have already been
developed, asrequested by thelast
session of the Council, and areunder
review by FAOQO's technical
committees.

On 3 December, a High-level
Dialogue on the International
Platform for Digital Food and
Agriculturewill discussthe potentia
and the challenges of the new
platform.

TheDirector-Genera dsodludedto
the FAO Green CitiesInitiativeand
itsAction Program recently launched
on themargins of the 75th Session
of theUN General Assembly.
"Theamoaf thelnitiativeistoimprove
peopleswdlbeing throughincreased
availability of and accessto green
products and services provided by
green spaces, greenindustries, green
economy and greenway of lifestyle
- including integration of urban and
peri-urban forestry, fisheries,
horticulture and agriculture - and
through sustainable agri-food
systems," Qusaid.
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QU Dongyu delivered opening remarks

consultations with Members.

The Srategic Framework, which will be submitted to the FAO
Conference in the summer 2021, is being developed through
an inclusive and transparent consultation process, including
the FAO Regional Conferences, FAO technical committees, FAO
Programme and Finance Committees, and informal

Director-General updates Council
on FAO'swork and engagement in
the past 16 months

QU Dongyu delivered opening
remarksto the 165th Session of the
FAO Council

FAO Director-General QU Dongyu
speaking at the virtual opening the
FAO Council (165th Session). First
Plenary Mesting.

30 November 2020, Rome - In his
addressto the 165" Session of the
FAO Council today, the Director-
Generd of theFood and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), QU Dongyu, made a
comprehensive report on the UN
agency'swork and engagementinthe
past 16 months, updating the Council
onimportant activitiesand presenting
new proposalsand initiatives, such
as the outline of the Strategic
Framework 2022-2031 and the
FAO Strategy for Private Sector
Engagement 2021-2025.
Fromtheonset, theDirector-Generd
highlighted that the world has
continued to changerapidly sincethe
Council met last timein July, noting
that the adjusmentsintroducedinthe
Organization have helped FAO to
react better to the new normal and
better serveitsMembers.
"Withthestructural reformachieved
andthecollectiveleadership, FAO's
major activities are running
smoothly,” hesad, dludingtoFAO's
new organizationd sructure.

Qu also stressed that FAO has
continued to strengthen collaboration
with Membersand partners; andto
increase FAQ's international

engagement, visibility and reputation.

Strategic Framework 2022 - 2031

I’ '1@1 ﬁlﬂ ’E‘" l. il
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Leaving No One Behind through
sustainable, inclusiveandresilient
food systems. It aims to increase
preparedness and effectivenessin
supporting Membersto achievethe
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), using key SDGsand their
indicators, withfocuson SDG 1 (No
poverty), SDG 2 (No hunger) and
SDG 10
(Reduced
inequalities)
around the four
betters: better
production, better
nutrition, abetter
environment, and
abetter life.

The outlined
framework also
foresees the

Regardingtheoutlineof the Strategic
Framework 2022-2031, the
Director-Generd affirmed that "our
aim is to have a document that is
embraced by all Membersand that
allows FAO to provide maximum
support in achieving the SDGs at
country level.”

TheStrategic Framework, whichwill
be submitted to the FAO
Conferenceinthesummer 2021, is
being devel opedthroughaninclusve
and trangparent consultati on process,
including the FAO Regional
Conferences, FAO technical
committees, FAO Programme and
Finance Committees, and informal
consultationswith Members.
Strengthening partnershipsisakey
aspect of the proposed Strategic
Framework, including with UN
agencies, financia ingtitutions, the
private sector, producer
organizations, academic and
research institutions, and the civil
society.

Thenew Strategic Framework puts
at itscenter the strategic narrative of

establishment of
four cross-cutting drivers and
accderators: technology, innovation,
dataand complements(governance,
human capita and indtitutions), with
the objective of increasing
preparedness and effectivenessin
Supporting countriestoimplement the
Agenda2030.
FAO Strategy for Private Sector
Engagement 2021-2025
In relation to the proposed new
strategy for engagement with the
private sector, the Director-Genera
said that "a closer and improved
engagement with the private sector
isoneof my top priorities, and this
drategy isvery important for theway
forward," noting that that the
contribution of the private sector is
important not only in terms of
investmentsbut alsoinnovation.
Qui stressed that the key goal of the
proposed strategy is to enhance
FAO'sdrategic partnerships, aswell
as scale up and steer al effortsto
support FAO Membersto achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), through aninnovative,
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His words were echoed by UN’s
Secretary-Generd Antonio Guterres
who called for intensified effortsto
achieve the vision of Sustainable
Development Goals - “a future
where everyone everywhere has
accesstothenutritionthey need”. To
inspire action towardsthisvision,
Guterres said, he will convene a
Food Systems Summit next year.
Noting that hiscountry was proud
to host FAO'sheadquarters, Italy’s
President Sergio Mattarellasaid he
welcomed FAO’sand its Director-
Generd’s" commitment towork with
Italy and many other countriesin
forging a“food coalition” aimed at
containing theeffectsof COVID-19
onfood systems’.

This is the moment of “crucial
choices’, and of “aserious global
commitment,” concluded Mattarella
who expressed hope for the
internationa community to rediscover
a"“profound meaning of thevauable
goodsthe earth offersus’ and the
“respongbility toshareand safeguard
themfor futuregenerations’.
Healthy dietsfor alFAO Goodwill
Ambassadors for Nutrition, King
Letsie Il of Lesotho and Queen
Letiziaof Spain stressed that healthy
dietswereeveryone'sright.

King Letselll underlined that most
of the people who cannot afford a
hedlthy dietliveinAfricaandAsia,
and called for “ concerted effortsto
bring down the cost of nutritious
foods’ so more people can afford
them.

“Thenutritional status of the most
vulnerable populations groups is
likely to deterioratefurther asaresult
of the destructive health and social
economic impact of COVID-19,”
warned King Letselll.
Highlighting thet hundredsof millions
go hungry whilst many more suffer
from obesity, Queen Letizia said:
“Theseimbalances should makeus
think about how to strengthen food
systems, seeking shorter marketing

pathways to encourage local,
seasond, sustainableand small-scale
production, a strategy that would
also make life easier for many
womeninregionsof theworldwhere
their vulnerability isextreme.”

The president of the I nternational
Fundfor Agriculturd Devdopment’'s
(IFAD) Gilbert F. Houngbo said:
“Weknow that when crisisstrikes,
itisthe poor and the vulnerablewho
suffer themost. Wejust cannot help
but beawareof thisredity and focus
our attention on these most
marginalized people, particularly in
rura settings Atatimelikethis these
rural peopleneed our support even
more. But we also need them. If we
want strong, healthy and peaceful
societies, first we need to produce
enough nutritious food for
everyone.”

Ending wars and responding to
climateextremescritical

TheWorld Food Programme (WFP)
was last week awarded the 2020
Nobd Prizefor Peace, which many
speakers today lauded as a
recognition of hunger asathreat to
peace and the need for the
international community toturnits
attention to addressing food
Insecurity.

David Beadey, ExecutiveDirector of
WFP said: ”2021 is looking very
bleak. But | believe that if we
reached deep into the hearts and
pockets of the people around the
world, we can perform another
mirade”

“But aslong aswe have man-made
conflicts, wewill never end hunger,”
warned Beadey. “Itiscritica that we
end the wars, it iscritical that we
respond to climate extremes...If we
strengthen thefragile governments
out there, dothethingsweknow that
wehavetheexpertisetodo, | believe
that we will be celebrating World
Food Day inaway we have never
done before because hunger will be
at theend.” World Food Day events
around theworld

Earlier today, the FAO Director-
General participated in an online
World Food Day event in Brussels
hosted by the European
Parliamentary Alliance against
Hunger and Malnutrition,
whose continued effortsto put food
and nutrition high on the political
agenda, hecommended.

Qu wasjoined, anongst others, by
theVice-President of the European
Parliament, Heidi Hautala, and the
European Commissioner for
Agriculture, Janusz Wojciechowski.
Hautala called for globalized and
systematic solutions, innovationand
equity aspart of effortsto build back
better and end
hunger. Wojciechowski spoke about
EU's Green Deal and noted
the Commission’s COVID-19
response work with FAO on food
security and rural devel opment.
Achieving ZeroHunger possible
Thisrenewed sense of commitment
andcdl toactiontoday isal themore
Important asajoint sudy of FAOand
partnersreveal ed thisweek that we
could end hunger by 2030if donors
doubletheir invesmentsand spendthe
money wisdly.

“The scourge of hunger has been
tormenting humankind for millennia.
But wearethegenerationthat canend
it, once and for all,” said FAO
Director-Generd.

Honouring food heroes

This year’s World Food Day aso
honoursall food heroes, who - despite
dl difficulties- continuetoprovidefood
totheir communitiesand beyond.
Today, FAO and its partners are
urging everyoneto show gratitudefor
thefood we eat and the peoplewho
produce, plant, harvest, fish or
trangport it.

Eventsinover 150 countries, induding
at Rome' sColosseumthatisserving
as a stunning backdrop for an
FAO video mapping show this
evening, mark World Food Day and
celebratetheworld sfood heroesand
FAO'sanniversary.
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ASFAQO turns75, itsmission
toend hunger and nourish

Amongst these, Qu highlighted pioneering sciences and
technologies, stressing that “ Innovation is our ally in re-
imagining our food systems and ending hunger, as we are
morally and politically bound to do in the next ten years’ .

AsFAOturns75, itsmissontoend
hunger and nourishtheworldisas
relevant today asever

16 October 2020, Rome -
Today, World Food Day marksthe
75th anniversary of the Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
theUnited Nations.

Born on the wake of catastrophe -
World War [1, three-quarters of a
century later, FAO'smissionto end
hunger and nourish the world has
been made more relevant because
of another global scourge - the
COVID-19 pandemic, said QU
Dongyu, FAO Director-General.
Along theway, theworld, and with
it FAO, went from growing more
food, to getting attuned to its
environmental footprints, setting up
regulatory frameworksin response,
getting animal diseasesunder contral,
and, finally, seeing thefight against
hunger as inseparable from other
development gods.

Hence, dso, thisyear’ sWorld Food
Day’s theme: grow, nourish, and
sustain. Together.

“Thepresent momentisagainfraught
with danger, complicated, and
demands urgent action. As hunger
grows once more, asthe COVID-

19 pandemic exposesthefragility of
our food systems, history iscalling
upon us once more to rise to the
chalenge,” urged Qu.

The Director-General spoketoday
at FAO’s global
75th Anniversary/World Food Day
virtua eventin Rome, which brought
together Pope Francis; Italy’s
President; Lesotho’s King and
Spain’s Queen - FAO Special
Goodwill Ambassadorsfor Nutrition;
UN'’s Secretary General; and the
heads of IFAD and WFP.

Saluting FAO’sanniversary, Pope
Francisdescribed theorganization's
missonas*beautiful andimportant”.
Timeto build back better

World Food Day ismarked thisyear
as global hunger rises for thefifth

consecutiveyear and ahealthy diet
isout of reach for 3 billion people.
Nearly 700 million peoplestill go
hungry, and the pandemic couldtip
up to 132 million moreinto hunger
by the end of 2020.
Thisyear’sWorld Food Day aims
to galvanize and accelerate action
towards ending hunger and
malnutritioninall itsforms, and to
make food and agriculture an
essential part of the COVID-19
response.

Chief amongst them, as speakersat
today’s event noted, are global
solidarity and buildingmoreresilient,
robust agri-food systems that can
withstand shocks, deliver affordable
and sustainablehedthy dietsfor al,
and decent livelihoodsfor al workers
along thefood supply chain.

“Now is the time to rethink our
approaches and redouble our
efforts,” sad Qu.

Amongst these, Qu highlighted
pioneering sciences and
technologies, stressing that
“Innovationisour dly inre-imagining
our food systemsand ending hunger,
as we are morally and politically
boundto dointhenexttenyears’.
Pope Francis urged for more
support for FAO 'sand al UN food
agencies’ initiatives that promote
sustainable and diversified
agriculture, and support small
farming communitiesand therural
development of the poorest
countries.

Using themoney that buysarmsand
coversmilitary expensesfor defeating
hunger andrurdl development instead
would also be a “courageous
decision”, said the Pope.

“Hunger isnot merely adisaster for
humanity but also adisgrace... We
cannot fail to respond or to act. We
all are responsible,” said Pope
Francis.
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