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FAOQ is supporting herders

FAO is assisting livestock keepers
in Afghanistan with animal feed
and veterinary care to help them
overcome the series of challenges
they have faced, from drought and
COVID-19 to social and economic
uncertainty.

04/11/2022

A trip to the local market can be a
bewildering experience for
Zulaikha, a 48-year-old, widowed
smallholder livestock farmer in
northern Afghanistan’s Samangan

female-headed households are the
most affected due to the lack of
access to local markets and other
restrictions imposed on women’s
participation in society.

Things began to improve after FAO
supported her with emergency
assistance for her livestock to
enhance the health of her animals
and increase the family’s access to
nutritious food through improved
dairy production.

province. Even the cost of the
everyday items she needs for her
family of six seems beyond her
means.

Zulaikha is not alone. Like many
other smallholder livestock keepers
and farmers across Afghanistan, her
livelihood has been battered by a
combination of severe drought, the
COVID-19 pandemic and the lack
of economic prospects in the recent
past.Since the loss of her husband
due to a car accident, Zulaikha has
been left to provide for their four
children, aged between seven and
13 years old, and her elderly father.
The income from her one cow and
six sheep is just about all she has
to rely on.

Hazrat Sultan district, where the
family lives, is about 20 kilometres
away from the main city of Aybak,
one of the most populous parts of
the province. As the area faces an
array of economic challenges,

Without this vital support from
FAO, she says the family’s situation
would have been even more
difficult. FAO has provided
emergency assistance, including
training, cash assistance and
veterinary support, to protect
farmers’ livestock and enhance the
health of their animals.

FAO is helping livestock keepers
and herders across Afghanistan -
especially families headed by
women-to protect their animals
with concentrated feed, training,
cash assistance and veterinary
support, so herders can keep their
animals healthy and productive
during the winter.

If it weren’t for the timely
assistance, funded by Sweden and
reaching some 56 000 people,
many including Zulaikha would
have been forced to sell their
livestock because they weren’t able
to afford animal feed, losing their

only source of income in order to
put food on the table for their
families."I received two bags of
animal feed from FAO, which
helped my animals put on weight
and produce more milk," Zulaikha
says. "Otherwise,  would have had
to sell the cow in order to support
my family."

With her animals now in better
body condition and health,
Zulaikha can sell her milk and
yoghurt at the local market and buy
the family’s daily necessities. It’s
still far from easy and the soaring
prices are a constant worry. With
FAO’s help, however, Zulaikha and
many other Afghans have survived
an extremely challenging few
months and are in a stronger
position to face difficulties and
challenges that may lie ahead.
With FAQO’s assistance, thousands
of livestock owners are in a
stronger position to face the future.
In January 2022, the Asian
Development Bank contributed
USD 65 million to FAO’s operation
to boost food security and support
the livelihoods in rural
communities in Afghanistan.
Livelihood assistance is just one
element in FAO’s overall support
to the country, however. In June
2022, FAO welcomed
an unprecedented USD 150 million
contribution from the World
Bank to help boost wheat
production and support the
rehabilitation and improvement of
irrigation systems.

Meanwhile, a USD 14 million
contribution from the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency will provide  direct
humanitarian assistance to over 550
000 food insecure people in 11 of
Afghanistan’s 34 provinces. This
will also support wheat and
livestock farmers, help families
produce nutritious food and help
rehabilitate irrigation
infrastructure.
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A wall that restores land and
empowers communities in Niger

Within two decades,
Dandakoye saw the land
around his village
become completely
degraded. Vegetation and
wildlife disappeared. &
When FAO’s Forest and
Landscape Restoration |
Mechanism came to his
community, Dandakoye
became the head of the ©
committee to implement &
solutions. '
07/11/2022
At 52 years old, through a
marriage and the birth of seven
children, Dandakoye has
witnessed devastating changes to
the land around his village of
Sakey Kouara Tegui. Situated in
the western region of Niger,
Dandakoye’s village is nestled in
the watershed of the Gorou Tayya
plateau in the urban commune of
Kollo.

Almost 25 years ago, this area was
home to rich forests and
grasslands. "This plateau
represented the golden age of
abundance for our community.
Like the other inhabitants of Sakey
Kouara Tegui, [ used to get edible
fruits and leaves, firewood, eggs,
timber, gum arabic and wild meat
from this site," Dandakoye recalls.
At that time, the forest also housed
giraffes, antelopes, guinea fowl,
monitor lizards, hares, squirrels
and an array of diverse birds.
Within a few years, the devastating
effects of climate change and
unchecked human activity
consumed the ecosystems like a
bushfire, and Dandakoye and his
community members found
themselves on degraded land with
no vegetation or wildlife. To
compound matters, without trees
or plants to retain the soil, he saw
water and wind erosion further
threaten his village.

These changes caused a drastic
decline in agricultural and
livestock production in his
community. Concerned about the
situation, he raised the subject at
every village and communal
meeting, hoping that one day he
would find a solution to reverse
the trend.

In 2018, the Forest and Landscape
Restoration Mechanism of
FAO came to his community and
chose Dandakoye to head the
management committee in
recognition of his commitment to
finding solutions.

FAO trained him and other
members of the committee on
techniques to restore the land,
making half-moons in the soil to
retain rainwater, seeding and
planting trees and managing the
community use of natural
resources.

These activities form part of the
larger Great Green Wall initiative,
Africa's flagship programme to
combat climate change and
desertification and address food
insecurity and poverty. It seeks to
create a mosaic of productive
landscapes across North Africa,
the Sahel and the Horn of Aftrica.
Under FAO’s guidance, the
community learned techniques to
restore the land. These techniques,
such as making half-moons in the
soil to retain rainwater, have
helped bring back vegetation and

wildlife to the area. Left/top:
©OArtisan Prod. Right/bottom:
©Souleymane Bokoye

Prior to the FAO project and land
reclamation work on the site,
Dandakoye conducted awareness
and information campaigns within
his community to show the
importance of forest and landscape
restoration and its potential
benefits.

He then mobilised more than 1 500
members of his community to
participate in the FAO Cash for
Work seeding and planting
activities. The community grew
grass fodder on this area and
planted trees, such as jujubes,
baobabs, palms and gum trees, that
yield products for human use and
consumption.  Under  his
leadership, a total of 213 hectares
were recovered in 77 days,
providing farmers with income
totalling approximately USD 66
000.

"The men and women of my
village are happy to work to restore
the plateau because they know all
the benefits they will get when
everything is back to normal as it
was before," explained
Dandakoye.

Extraordinary results

As a result of these actions, the
landscape is regenerating, and the
fauna and flora have returned.

He couldn't believe his eyes when
he saw the wildlife coming back.
"I never imagined that one day it
would have been possible to relive
the wonders of the past," said
Dandakoye, while admiring the
plateau that is green again and
abundant with animals, fruit trees
and fodder. "I'm able to enjoy it
even more than before," he says.
The management committee has
recruited a guard to ensure the
security of the site and to protect it
against illegal cutting of trees and
destructive animals rampaging the

e |
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area. Under the supervision of
Dandakoye, the guard visits the
restored site every day at dawn and
walks around the perimeter.

The benefits generated by the
restored site are equitably
distributed among the community
members, which has encouraged
everyone to participate.

Sharing the benefits

FAO has also provided training on
the permanent maintenance of the
restored site, and the mechanism
for equitable sharing of the
benefits derived from it, which
boosts the participation of the
community.

The resources from the site are
divided into four parts. The first
share goes to the town hall of the
urban commune of Kollo. The
second share is used for the
maintenance of the site; the third
share is intended for the operation
of the management committee and
the fourth share is allocated to the
community.

The benefits generated by the
restored site are equitably
distributed among the community
members without distinction, and
Dandakoye ensures that
everything is done in a transparent
and fair manner. "This approach
has encouraged the participation
of all community members in
securing and sustaining the site in
the same way as their fields or
livestock," he said.

Like the other members of his
community, Dandakoye earned
money from these activities that he
used to buy food and clothes for
his family and pay for his
children’s school supplies and
fees. In addition to income, he
shares the food produced on this
site with others.

Dandakoye wants to secure the site
and perpetuate the investments in
close collaboration with the local
administrative authorities, the
customary and religious chiefs of
the department and the urban
commune of Kollo.

COP27: Food Programme
stands shoulder-to-shoulder

The World Food Programme
stands shoulder-to-shoulder with
farmers as extreme weather
continues to drive food insecurity
in the MENA region

10 November 2022, Reem Nada

Egypt Syrian Arab Republic

Yemen Lebanon Palestine

WFP programme officer Khaled
Chatila with farmers in a

sugarcane field in El Kajouj
village near Aswan, where WFP
supports an irrigation project.
World food prices were pushed
ever higher in 2022. Gains made
in pursuit of ‘zero hunger’ by 2030
have in many instances been
reversed in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) region,
where hunger and poverty
continue to rise. One key reason
for this is conflict. The knock-on
effect of the Ukraine war has
wreaked havoc with the flow of
humanitarian assistance.
Countries such as Yemen depend
heavily on the import of foods
such as grain and oil from the
Black Sea area. Skyrocketing
prices, affecting fertilizer too,
placed basic nutrition out of the
reach of millions. It is against such
a context that world leaders are
gathered in Sharm el-Sheikh for
COP27: alongside conflict, the
climate crisis remains an
overarching driver of hunger.
Lebanon: WFP's Kassem Jouni
explains to a livelihoods training
group that earthworms lead to an

increase in nutrients and a more
stable soil structure.
Palestine: WFP supports small
businesses in Gaza and the West
Bank in growing and producing
food. More than 6,000 people have
benefitted from 675 interventions,
including beehives, wicking beds,
livestock and greenhouses.
With global heating continuing, by
2030 grain imports in
countries like Egypt,
Iraq, and Jordan are
set to increase by 20
percent or more. Can
such  economies
.~ withstand the strain of
& having to import
2% staple foods that are
& subsidized? Will food
« be affordable for
people who are
struggling now to make ends
meet? Likely not, unless long-term
solutions to shake up traditional
agricultural practices are put in
place.
The World Food
Programme has been in the lead
across the MENA region in
helping rural communities adapt
to the repercussions of a changing
climate, introducing climate-smart
solutions to more than 1 million
people in ten countries.
Is a future where people can
produce the foods they need
possible — relieving governments
from having to address the
shortfalls of production at home?
In a region that is warming twice
as much as the rest of the world, it
is only possible with proper
climate adaptation.
Egypt: A WFP climate adaptation
project in Luxor helps farmers
replace diesel-operated pumps
with clean energy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and
helps them save energy costs.
Farmers have reported savings up
to 60 percent on energy cost.
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In Egypt, smallholder farmers have
already been struggling with having
less water than they are used to.
They can no longer flood their
lands with water and use old- and,
indeed, ancient-world techniques.
These were times of fewer people,
more natural resources and an
undisturbed climate.

Covered mostly in swathes of
desert, the MENA region is one of
the most parched in the world.

In a joint-project, WFP and FAO's
rehabilitation of irrigation channels
in Deir-Ezzor, Syria, increased
wheat production nearly 800
percent. Photo: WFP/Hussam
AlSaleh

Travelling down the Nile to Luxor
in Upper Egypt-where 90 percent
of agriculture is based on
fragmented patches of land, each
less than 1 acre -WFP has touched
and changed the lives of more than
350,000 farmers in more than 60
villages through a development
package that targeted the entire
family.

For years, smallholder farmers
struggled as they lacked the
knowledge and experience to deal
with the new reality of a climate
crisis that challenged their tried and
tested farming methods,
consolidating their plots.

WEFP is introducing farmers in the
sunny region to clean energy that
saves them money, helps them use
water more efficiently, and
increases their yields after having
struggled for years.

Syria: In drought-hit Tad Adaman
near Aleppo, Hannan cannot afford
the seeds she needs to keep growing
- WFP is finalizing two irrigation
projects there and in Tartous.

As one farmer in Luxor explains,
"Solar energy was a game-
changer... we press a button and
plenty of water runs through the
solar-powered water pump."
Simple as it sounds, solar power
changed the lives of tens of
thousands of farmers across the
region.

is introduct
farmers in the sunny
region to clean energy
that saves them money,
helps them use water

In Iraq, Egypt, Palestine, and Libya,
WEFP is installing solar panels for
electricity to help improve water
access and reduce fuel costs for
smallholder farmers. Farmers in
Egypt are now saving up to 60
percent on energy costs.

In Upper Egypt, if you have 1 acre
of land that generates less than
USS$300 a year, you can hardly
afford agricultural inputs and
prepare your field for the next
planting season. Farmers say the
land’s income is never enough to
cover their family needs, let alone
the inputs they need for the next
planting season or even for
harvesting their produce, which
usually consumes half the land’s
potential.

Abdullah tends to his eggplant
harvest in Al Qaten, Hadramawt,
Yemen. These are grown as part of
a WFP programme offering cash
grants to participants while
working rehabilitating soil.

They often have to give up on
spending on their children’s
education, struggle to put food on
their tables and lead a hard life in
general, unable to afford for
themselves, let alone for others.
It's widely perceived that large
farms and land acquisitions
generate more profit and produce
more food.

WEFP is accordingly working with
farmers on consolidating their
fragmented pieces of land. While
land consolidation has a direct
impact on farmers’ expenses
allowing them to save on fuel and
on other agricultural input, it also
saves precious water and reduces
carbon emissions — a direct effort
towards climate mitigation. In
2022, WFP helped more than 3,000
smallholder farmers in Egypt
consolidate 2,400 acres of land.

A quick win........

not follow a climate agenda which
overlooks the plight of the billions of
people facing food insecurity and
hunger. The livestock sector has been
particularly important in the
international discussion and in a
decision made at the 23 Conference
of Parties (COP23) in 2017. This
outcome, called the Koronivia Joint
Work on Agriculture, recognizes the
unique potential of agriculture in
tackling climate change.

But there have been limited concrete
steps forward and only about one in
five countries have included climate
commitments on livestock in their
new or updated NDCs towards
reducing GHGs. Moreover, most of
those commitments are conditional,
firstly on funding being available and
secondly on the provision of technical
support.

That’s what makes FAO’s role
particularly crucial in helping to
unlock multilateral finance for the
livestock sector by making sure
climate-smart practices are
incorporated into the projects and by
providing the necessary training and
know-how to governments and
lenders in calculating GHG emissions
using tools, such as the free online
Global Livestock Environmental
Assessment Model-
interactive, GLEAM-i.

As global leaders gather for the 27th
Conference of Parties (COP27) in
November 2022, amid increasing
alarm over where our climate crisis is
heading, these moves to reduce
livestock emissions clearly represent
a cost-effective and relatively quick
path to achieve significant results
alongside work to address the many
challenges of other agricultural and
industrial sectors.

ECI
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Indigenous women fighting climate chan-ge

In the heart of the Peruvian
Amazon, the indigenous women
of the Awajun community are
protecting their land from a
changing climate. Armed with
centuries of ancestral guidance,
the group of 70 women spend their
days beneath the thick canopy of
towering cedar trees, in
the Bosque de las Nuwas — the
women’s forest farming and
reforesting the area.

Their home, the Amazon, is often
referred to as the lungs of the
planet. But over the years, climate
change means rising temperatures,
high humidity, drought and strong
winds are affecting the region.
Erratic weather, coupled with
mass deforestation, has destroyed
much of the ecosystem and taken
its toll on the livelihoods of
indigenous communities, making
it harder for them to live above
poverty line and combat food
insecurity.

Plants provide the cure
Deforestation and climate change
have had devastating effects on the
Amazon and its inhabitants.

The Awajun women took matters
into their own hands. In 2015, they
began cultivating medicinal plants
in a bid to revive both the
ecosystem and livelihoods. Over
nine hectares of land, the Bosque
de las Nuwas group grows plants
for infusions, while creating a
thriving ecotourism business.
They join more than 17,000
farmers supported by Avanzar
Rural, a project funded by IFAD
and the Peruvian government to
build resilience within the rural
populations of the country’s
highlands and rainforests.

The women or nuwas in
the Awajun language  work
tirelessly to protect the land where
their grandmothers once taught
them how to identify, grow and
prepare plants for medicinal
purposes, like treating a cold or
gastric problems.

Innovation and an eye for
opportunity are fundamental to
survive and thrive in the Amazon,
and these female farmers have
these skills in abundance. Today,

the forest is both their home and
their livelihood.
Entrepreneurship
preservation

The president of the Nuwas group,
Uziela Achayap, says the project
is a triumph for women.

"As a woman, | have learnt my
traditional customs" says Uziela
Achayap, the president of
the Nuwas group. "The forest is
my home, where [ have fought day
by day so that women have an
entrepreneurial opportunity."”
Uziela believes that the
agricultural and reforestation work
carried out by the Bosque de las
Nuwas team is as much a triumph
for the ecosystem as it is for the
women themselves. Many of
them, she explains, had to battle
against deep-seated gender bias to
work in the field and become
successful entrepreneurs.

Ruth Cumbia Sejekam, the
Nuwas group Work Committee
Coordinator, believes that raising
awareness of the importance of
forests is key. She is proud to see
people’s interest when they learn
about her traditions. "When they
get excited, I get excited too, and
we all end up laughing."

Plant Protectors

and

Since 2015, the Nuwas have
planted more than 100 medicinal
plants and registered 136 of them
in the regional archive. Today, they
grow 42 varieties of cassava — an

edible woody shrub —and produce
tea from three plants, which they
sell on the market under the
registered brand Nuwa.

Next, they hope to expand their
range of products and grow
commercially. With the help
of Avanzar Rural, they can. A
water reservoir and a drip
irrigation system  mean
the Nuwas and other local farmers
can  withstand  drought.

The Nuwas have even started
raising fish in the reservoir, which
eat the algae and keep the water
clean.

What the Nuwas group is doing
does not just benefit themselves.

"The impact of deforestation is
definitely felt by indigenous
people. It’s been a warning alarm
for them, and that’s why now they
are developing activities like
reforesting", says Brenda Lopez,
ofthe AGRORURAL Programme
of the Ministry of Agriculture in
Peru.

Ruth, the Work Committee
Coordinator, agrees. "Reforesting
is not a benefit for me. At some
point, I will no longer be here.
Those who will remain are the
ones who are going to enjoy the
environment,
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COP27is over. Here are five things

For some, the outcomes
of COP27 will be
underwhelming, especially given
the urgency to meet commitments
made in 2015 and a flurry of
evidence revealing that the world
is nowhere near meeting climate
targets.

As the countdown clock
to 2050 ticks ever louder, IFAD
was in Egypt to share what we
know about responding
to climate change. With over 40
years’ experience supporting the
poor rural people who are at the

frontlines of the climate battle, we
explored solutions to help the
world get back on track towards
a more sustainable future.

1. Adapt or starve

An uncomfortable message but
an honest one. With the impacts
of climate change becoming more
frequent and severe-
from extreme floods in
Pakistan to the worst drought in
forty years in East Africa-IFAD
is sounding the alarm. While
mitigation still matters, we
urgently need more money to help
hundreds of millions of small-
scale farmers adapt to the very
real fallout of a changing climate.
A failure to act now means higher
food insecurity in the future as
climate disasters become even
more commonplace. A hotter,
more fragile world means more
migration and more conflict. The
window to act is narrowing

EGYFTS COUNTRY PLATHOSMN

rapidly, yet resources are failing
dramatically to meet global needs.
So, what do we need? IFAD is
urging global leaders to double
their financing for adaptation-at
least. Today, adaptation support
stands at less than one-tenth of the
amount needed.

For our part, IFAD is dedicating 40
per cent of our core resources to
climate action, with a focus on
adaptation.

Norway’s US$ 9.5 million
pledge and Germany’s EUR 15
million commitment to ASAP+ at

FOR EGYPT PARTR

PROGRAM FOR THE C

LA

COP27 are encouraging steps
forward.

IFAD's President, Alvaro Lario,
joins EBRD President, Odile
Renaud-Basso, AfDB's Dr.
Akinwumi Adesina and the Prime
Minister of Egypt, Mostafa Kamal
Madbouly, at the NWFE signing at
COP27.

2. Find what works and replicate
it

On the second day of COP27, in a
packed room in the Egypt Pavilion,
the Nexus of Water, Food and
Energy (NWFE) programme was
launched.

With a total cost of US$15 billion,
the ambitious programme links the
essential water, food and energy
sectors. This paves the way for
Egypt to meet their 2030 climate
change agenda while
acknowledging the links between
climate action and development.

IFAD will lead on the food pillar,
the African Development Bank
(AfDB) on water and the

European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) on energy.

But this is not just progress for
Egypt. As the United States
Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate, John Kerry, said at the
NWFE signing, this is a model
that can be replicated across
African countries by establishing
multi-stakeholder platforms and
linking key pillars for a
comprehensive rural development
agenda.

3. Help poor countries help
themselves

In the last year alone, countless
climate disasters have upended
the lives of people in the world’s
poorest countries. Those most
affected are poor rural people who
have contributed the least to the
climate crisis.

Many are asking how these
developing countries can weather
the climate storm while also
cutting emissions and supporting
a poor population.

Concurrently, more than 50 of the
poorest developing countries are
in danger of defaulting on their
debt unless the rich world offers
urgent assistance.

At COP15, wealthy countries
pledged US$ 100 billion a year in
climate finance funding to less
wealthy nations. Twelve years
later, these promises remain
unfulfilled, so what can be done?
IFAD's Adaptation for
Smallholder Agriculture
Programme supports small-scale
farmers as they build their
resilience to a changing climate.
Recognising that these farmers
have contributed little to the
climate crisis, countries do not
have to pay back these funds,
helping them adjust to the new
normal without having to bear the
costs.

L
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6 million arrears to IFAD, joining
Belgium, Sweden and Italy in this
effort. This in turn would unlock
new funding so IFAD can continue
supporting rural small-scale
farmers in the country.

4. Champion what we already
know

From sustainable recipes to
being Seed Guardians, indigenous
peoples have a special role to play
in conserving natural resources.
Their in-depth, local knowledge

can help the world adapt to climate
change.
We saw this first-hand at

COP27 when three indigenous
women from
the Awajun community in the
heart of Peru's Amazon rainforest
shared their ancestral traditions.
Working with IFAD, this women-
only group are reforesting their
local area and using drip irrigation
to overcome droughts and grow
medicinal plants and tea.

This is just one of many examples
of how indigenous knowledge-
that has been around for centuries-
can help us solve today's
problems.

5. Involve the private sector

As IFAD's President, Alvaro
Lario, pointed out, public finance
alone is not enough to face the
enormity of the climate crisis. The
private sector must be part of the
solution, yet currently less than 1
per cent of climate finance comes
from the private sector.
Adaptation is an unprecedented
and underutilised commercial
opportunity. Public institutions
must do more to tap into its
potential by developing business
cases, instruments and incentives
to drive private investment
towards small-scale farming.

For our part, as well as working
with a diverse group of partners,
IFAD issued it first Sustainable
Development bonds in June 2022,
making it the first United Nations
Fund and the only UN body and
specialized agency,

COP27: A dried up lake and
an indigenous community

For centuries the waters of Poopd
served the Uru Murato community
— as they disappeared many left.
The World Food Programme is
assisting those who stayed on

10 November 2022, Elio Rujano,
Simona Beltrami

Germéan Choque on the lakebed of
Poop6 which for centuries was a
hub of biodiversity that
served nearby
communities. Photo:
WEFP/Elio Rujano
German Choque stands
in the middle of a vast,
salty expanse that used to
be a lake. For centuries
it’s been a source of food

Some of the water has come back
but it’s not enough for the Uru
people. This is the home of ghas
got zoni — "men of water" whose
families survived on the fish and
waterfowl they found in the lake.
Now, their very survival is at risk.
And the lake is not the only victim
of a changing climate. Traditional

for his community and =

nourishment for its land. |
There is perhaps a hint of &=
disbeliefin his eyes, half-
expecting to be woken from a
nightmare, as he looks around this
almost lunar terrain he cannot get
used to.

Lake Poop6 was "one-and-a-half
metres deep here" he says. There
used to be fish. There used to be
fishing. There used to be a thriving
ecology of organisms
complementing each other,
gobbling each other up, but
perpetuating each  other
nonetheless.

Even the humans behaved
themselves, respecting nature in a
way that global industry never has
—the Uru Murato people are being
punished for crimes they did not
commit. It’s a story that is sadly
all too familiar for indigenous
communities the world over.
Don German, as he is known, still
lives in Llapallapani, on what used
to be the shores of the lake — which
through a river is linked to the
larger Titicaca, straddling
Bolivia’s border with Peru in the
Andes.

One step ahead: Click above to
watch video

crops such as quinoa and potato
are also affected.

"Just as the quinoa and potato are
about to sprout, frost comes and
we lose everything," says Don
German. "We never used to get
frost here, now it’s every night.
The climate is not what it used to
be."

With traditional sources of income
destroyed by the ripple effects of
the climate crisis, community
members have started to migrate,
looking for a better life elsewhere
in the country or even abroad —
many go to Chile.

While many Uru people are
leading new lives across the
country or abroad, WFP helps
those who remain to grow their
own food.

To mitigate the effects of weather
extremes, the World Food
Programme (WFP) is starting a
project to support the Uru people.
Chosen by community members
themselves, its activities aim to
make water more available to
support the
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cultivation of fresh vegetables, as
well as the rearing of farm animals
Families will build systems to
harness rainwater to service their
homes and schools — they’ll dig
canals and build irrigation systems
as well as fishing ponds, water
troughs and greenhouses. As local
women have increasingly taken
up handicrafts to help bring food
to the table, WFP will support them
in setting up workshops and
connecting them to markets.

Like other women in the
community, Alicia Choque,
German's daughter, is dedicated to
making handicrafts to supplement
the family’s income.

While WFP’s project is helping the
Urus weather an increasingly
capricious climate, Don German
watches out for signs of hope.

"I believe that in three or four
months the rain will come and there
will be water in the lake," he says.
How can he be so sure? "The birds
know," he says, recalling his
grandfather’s wisdom: "If the
waterfowl build their nests up high,
it will rain. If they build them lower
down, there will be drought."And
it’s not just waterfowl. The
behaviour of flamingoes can
predict a good quinoa harvest.
"When they all huddle and move
together to protect themselves from
the wind, it means there will be lots
of quinoa," says Don German.
Quinoa harvests are, along with
potatoes, also feeling the heat of the
climate crisis. This wisdom comes
from Cochamama (mother water),
to whom local communities give
offerings such as sweets and coca
leaves every year. ""We give her gifts
and she gives us rain and abundant
water," he explains.

Coupled with the new techniques
brought by WFP, the Uru’s age-old
knowledge of their natural
environment will help guide their
actions to adapt to their new reality
— until lake Poopd comes back
again, as Don German believes it
will.

COP27: How radios
help rural women

As UN climate summit COP27
kicks off in Sharm el-Sheikh,
Egypt, the World Food
Programme looks at how tech can
keep rural communities up to
speed with weather events

7 November 2022, Jenny Wilson
One step ahead: Click above to
watch video

Jacqueline Tesha remembers
playing all day in the sparkling
river around her grandparents’
home in the foothills of Tanzania’s
mount Kilimanjaro. But going
back today, there is no river.

vital weather and climate
information.

Over the coming year, Tesha is
also taking on a new role; working
to develop climate tools at
the World Food Programme’s
headquarters in Rome (as part of
a multi-year, Norwegian-funded
programme, aimed to get more
female scientists into the world of
climate action).

"The climate crisis is devastating
communities across Africa, and
women and girls are being left

ST Srw et .. 93=

"You can’t even trace where the
river was coming from. There’s no
water, there’s nothing," says Tesha.
"You can clearly tell the climate
has changed."

Not even the glaciers melting on
Africa’s highest mountain, another
change since Tesha’s childhood,
are replenishing once-overflowing
waters. A farmer harvests sorghum
as part of a WFP-backed climate-
smart agriculture project in Ibwaga
village in the Dodoma region of
Tanzania. Photo: WFP/Imani
Nsamila

Now, the Tanzanian
environmental and climate expert
is working to find solutions for a
continent on the frontlines of the
climate crisis — by helping rural
women in her homeland access
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behind," Tesha says. "We must halt
the crisis and help people adapt."
WFP's Jacqueline Tesha examines
a solar-powered MP3 radio with
women in Longido district. Photo:
WEFP Tanzania

Tesha outside the studio where
climate interactive programmes
are designed and voice and text
messages for climate and weather
information are distributed. Photo:
WEFP Tanzania

Finding the right channels to
communicate key climate
information will be essential to
that goal. While Africa contributes
just 4 percent of the world’s
soaring greenhouse gas emissions,
the continent is being hammered
by the fallout.
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Already it is seeing shrivelled
harvests, extreme weather events,
mass migration and rising poverty
and hunger — all byproducts of a
changing climate that risk only
getting worse. The UN expects
glaciers like those on mount
Kilimanjaro to "vanish in two
decades" amid fears GDP in sub-
Saharan Africa could shrink 3
percent by 2050.

Working in Tanzania’s climate
services over the past eight years,
Tesha has worked with
organizations that gather climate
and weather information, such as
rainfall and temperature. They also
train communities on how to
interpret and use the information
to better anticipate and prepare.
Three ways to stop the climate
crisis whipping up a hunger storm
It’s not as simple as it sounds,
however. "We realized that the
information is not always relevant,
or not reaching the target
audiences in a timely manner,"
Tesha says, "or sometimes people
don’t understand the
information."

She is working with communities
to change that. "Sometimes you
can distribute the information via
a website, television, radio or
text," she says of alternative
climate and weather platforms that
are always available in local
languages. However, "some
people cannot read and so we send
voice messages."

Reaching women in rural
communities 1is especially
challenging. "Many families only
have one mobile phone or radio,
and the man takes it with him
wherever he goes", Tesha says,
"meaning women don’t receive
vital warnings."

Adding to their challenges, many
rural women are usually not part
of community decision-making.
And yet they are key players when
disasters hit. Men often migrate in
search of work when that happens
—leaving women, already juggling

children and household chores, in
charge of the farming as well.
WFP connects farmers, such as
Anita in Kisima village, Dodoma,
directly to buyers, increasing the
share of revenue going to farming
families. Photo: WFP/Imani
Nsamila

"Women must be part of the
solution," says Jesse Mason, head
of WFP’s anticipatory action
programmes. "The climate crisis
affects them much more than
men, yet they are not being
included in decision-making or

even  receiving  crucial

information."

"Having more women like Tesha
involved in climate services at the
community level will mean more
appropriate and effective climate
action for all," he adds.

Climate and hunger in a year of
changing dangerously

Over the coming year, Tesha will
support
WEP eftforts
to develop
a n d
integrate
climate
services
tools into
programmes
to better
anticipate
and mitigate
disasters.
Her WFP
experience
will also
inform her
work when
she goes
back to
Tanzania and inspire other budding
female scientists.

"We all know that climate change
impacts women more than men,"
she says, "so having more female
experts is very important."
Already, Tesha is breaking norms
in her own family, where members
have pursued more traditional
careers in medicine and law. Today,

The climate crisis and a year of record hunger

WEFP climate change adaptation projects in Egypt have improved
land and water management of over 10,000 acres. The land
productivity has increased by 40 percent, costs of inputs reduced by
25-40 percent, and reduced harvest losses by nearly 50 percent.

WEFP is committed to ensuring its interventions have a strong focus
on climate and resilience - with the goal of quadrupling the region’s
climate finance by 2025 - which would mean around US$150 million

across MENA countries.

Since 2015, the number of people WFP supports through climate
adaptation and resilience programmes has increased five-fold.
Investing in smallholder farmers, agriculture technology and green
energy now would propel food production towards a food secure
future for the countries of the MENA region.
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A quick win in battle against climate crisis

FAO’s technical support to
governments and multilateral
lenders ensures that investments
and projects incorporate more
climate-smart livestock
management practices into their
efforts.

14/11/2022

billion sheep and goats, among
other livestock, and the methane
produced by their digestion is
more potent than carbon dioxide.
Although it doesn’t stay in the
atmosphere for nearly as long,
methane traps 27 times more heat
over a 100-year period.

Our social media feeds and
airwaves may be abuzz with
climate predictions and polemics.
But let’s focus for a moment on
one area offering relatively quick
and straightforward wins against
climate change: lowering
emissions from the planet’s
billions of livestock. Although
some voices, particularly in high-
income countries, say we
shouldn’t be keeping the animals
at all, they are an essential —or
sometimes the only— source of
nutrition and income for some of
the world’s poorest communities.
And by investing in better ways of
feeding and managing livestock,
we can preserve livelihoods and
provide people with better
nourishment while reducing the
harmful impact of methane and
other gases released by the
livestock value chain.

That’s the thinking behind FAO’s
work providing technical support
and expertise to governments and
multilateral lenders, like the World
Bank, for projects benefiting
millions of livestock keepers.

We share our planet with around
1.5 billion head of cattle and 2

Yet, when it comes to ways of
bringing these emissions down,
there are encouraging results from
the work that FAO is engaged in
with partners including the World
Bank and the International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) in a dozen countries.
These initiatives aim for greater
inclusion of climate objectives in
livestock development, training
stakeholders to calculate
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and grasping the climate benefits
of improvements in livestock
production. Such measures
include better management of
animal health and reproduction,
better grazing management and
restoring pastures, improving feed
and forage mixes and better
storage and use of manure.
Investments for livestock-
keepers and for the
environment

For example, in Kyrgyzstan, FAO
has calculated the climate impact
of a large IFAD-investment in
dairy farms. Results showed that
this investment reduced GHG
emissions by 17 percent while
increasing milk and meat

production by four percent. FAO
and IFAD then worked with the
government to include the
outcomes of this assessment in
their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), the
country’s pledges to reduce
emissions and meet global climate
goals as decided in the 2015 Paris
Agreement.

For the pastoralist or smallholder
farmer on the grassy steppes of
Central Asia or the rangelands of
Sub-Saharan Africa, the message
is clear: "You can get the most out
of'your herd, have a better diet and
that can also help the environment
around you. If your environment
is healthy, it will be productive and
beneficial for all. So it’s a win-win
situation," says Thanawat Tiensin,
Director of FAO’s Animal
Production and Health Division.
Such outcomes are all the more
significant in light of the
discussions on climate change and
the undifferentiated criticism
directed at the livestock sector. "If
it weren’t for FAO’s work, some
multilateral lenders might shy
away from investing in livestock
development projects altogether,
which would leave millions in a
very dire situation," says
Thanawat.

The world needs to address the
issues of food security, nutrition
and climate together. That’s what
makes FAO’s role particularly
crucial in providing the necessary
training and assessment capacity to
governments and lenders on
climate-smart livestock
management.

Building country capacity

In recent years there’s been
growing consensus that the world
needs to address the issues of food
security, nutrition and climate
together,
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