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International .......

Next month, FAO will be launch-
ing a new report entitled the Sta-
tus of Women in Agrifood Sys-
tems, which will provide evi-
dence indicating how empower-
ing women can lift millions of
people out of food insecurity and
make agrifood systems more re-
silient and sustainable. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a United Nations specialized
agency.

XBased in Rome - the United
Nations food and agriculture hub
- IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce pov-
erty, increase food security, im-
prove nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Since 1978, IFAD has
provided more than US$24 bil-
lion in grants and low-interest
loans to fund projects in devel-
oping countries.

WEFP's work on digital financial
literacy helps communities
upskill, enhance their livelihoods,
access financial services and
tools, and in the long run supports
development and strengthens
food security for all. For exam-
ple, through its cash-based trans-
fer programmes across the globe,
WEFP seeks to directly address the
barriers to digital and financial
services borne out of socio-cul-
tural norms and gender-based
stereotypes. By assisting women
with digital and financial literacy
trainings and working with com-
munity champions, WFP helps
them to open their own banking,
mobile money or other digital ac-
counts, bringing economic ben-
efits including food security to
these women and, in turn, to their
families and entire societies.
Resources : FAO. Hasan
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AU FEIEE TISATHT 99+ FATT |
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= faaaw qoarad sl e

gIATHTA

faa fag=t

=T, TR ALHRT AT

FISATS R ¥ 13 o s
Mt Srefiehl 13 faere faeerane smara
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ATTHT Tre ATCHTTHRATAT 397 9feg; a¥et
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T, AT AT AT IAALAAT TG |
FTAFHHHAT F [THTE FETETHT Ta(
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SAATS AT 6 TIR el a1y |
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YT AfTaTd 9T AURT e
JEART TAT FEAEATs Fest ardraza
TAR TRIET AE X |

TEHT FATHET TRUSATS FHerer Tgerar
A3 fastaer AT Aqa=araar S«
TRHT T ST 81 WerH T9URT Hee
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FEATSAIA &1 aX IRUTHAT Fhauet
FATY | FETT T FRATEwA THA SFebel
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] THET ATTHT IR TS 93T |
HEPTH] ATAD] JTIHTBAT JT &7
FA BN 7 FEHNAR] Hed HATAAT
FAAHATATS e TRT FATIT A~ T
2 BT | Pl Al TET qRied T

TET ATIHT S HITTSTleehr foea
aftgey ¥ T gHRALTRT g
U anfde Tehadr oA AT
HIT THSTHT G Ty |

qree FITASH THMMT RHALT AT IiT

HEALHTRT gl AHX TRl Il
a1 | faea s At =
GATE T AATAD] SATATT TaaT IS
qf THHT I FATT | TR AT,
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ATTH g Il Y |
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FATSE FEHIIS Foll GLET JOTEATHT
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FTaygeardy wewfrar Terer wdqwHT
THRICHE FEX Ihl G | I 013
AqrT grgd, o3¥ ufq fAd wfsa
ESNG S, SIS ST, T STl SR
JeaTad ga, AT 39T A e qHLT
o wifgwr fEdg | eEr adae
HIETEHT S Gl & 39 A |
e 2T NI ¥ TR wEraar
(U1 T 3R 9T T2e TTHTe FRaH
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HTFIAT qAFaT G AT 90
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IO A Feehl ¥ IaT 39 qraerd
TAALEHT FHT ATTHTA IAoTATS I
i =TT q¥ehl I AT |
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FHT THFIAT dgal THET ATTH
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T THT GFae TTH AT | TqA 5
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v THT TATT |

AT FEAT AT AT Bald Gahrel
FE(TRTEA)HT THE FUFRT ATdRdT
ECIRIPEIES ‘H‘d‘(c'ic'i JI T '(l\ﬂkbl 'Hfith
TGS FEFMEHAT FUATIA AT
AT | FERTT TG FEATETERT Tca el
TR HITT YT THET TATST Il
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FTATY femft 78 R TR
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Fiegd 27 I W, ‘YIE HESEHlg
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FA AN AT ST q;f\E[ qARTY HZAYH
HUPTS TchTd TS TAIA IATY |
TAare fAaer 7 afaarer gagad : i S

FOHT HATS ST A |

99 T TIHT Tebed FRT T AlepAT
[GEEIEETIE]

grfera @ fAArefer arfa
T AqcA F(qag

FTSHTS] BNH Y T oo q4r
FHO bl HEPRT G (TR )
TATSTAT TRbl AAETAT THEE 5!
ifte AT (Faget aepeTa) 99 = AT
Teped ST e fadra qEIe e
B4

T3 feAqen oo qUH TS
RTeaR e AR TR
FJAT AT HOT ATTATT TTATOTRT AR
Siqagar =ah T G | ST AT
T aeitey faug fas qor @
ThIEed] TEIATHT 2T |
FTAFTAT JTATHT FRT ¥ FT YO
AT AT HIT SR FTATHT
A YA ((Fgagsa Jutedr
Teahl fordr | ST Feantt fagaresa
FIATAT FTIH TH T FTATH T
fraToTET e fHER g g6
AT 9T Tl B |

TSl T o= qAT HIT FEbrl
TS THTOTRT AT TeRragar T ATae®
T T Febed THAT TR TR G |
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TN faPTe T FEIEHIH AR
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FIATIT T HTagaTr fagaiieser T
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QUIETHT HATEAT 9 qHT Fiqagar
SATUH B | SGHewH ATLITIA
T WL Yl FRIHT G giaqerd
FH T (IR0 FITAT ag g
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WU | AR
JIesAT fauwg
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U T |
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[EESIES
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TAFRETA ATSAATE BT TAh|
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FATET T IJHT AT AT ATH B |

aa:ﬁsr AR 206% WA (Krishi Journal-2023 (February-March)

I %



mwﬁlﬁ?%ﬁwﬁ'ﬁaﬁauﬁﬁ*rmﬁm

FISHTE! R I3 @S Fra?él?r facira g fafaee ¥

FATAT RS ATHT FRIER G=TAT TS AR & |

aﬁaﬁﬁa&ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁuwﬁaﬁwmmﬁmﬁﬁ TETEETAT TEHT 3 |

TR W AT ST RN
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AT JATE TS T AR dgfad fa<i
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gt sferd AT 3 FIE N A wAt
FRIERH 3 A1 39 R el IR b
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FHAaerdr (- Cucurbitaceae)
IRARHAT 9GS | TFH] IcATT AITA
AR STETUT JAT TRTHT AT A |
T AR SIS AR Hed "ed aga
Tl &7 | TFATS ATHI THITE =TT
qITHHA ATALIF Tae | WIEY Y, 3G
30 I<NE ATIHA A g T FA
AN ITIh Hiweg W BT TTTHH
4, IS =T FH TCAT Fel ARG |
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International Women's Day 2023

and beyond.

Under the theme: "DigitALL: Innovation and technology for
gender equality: Leveraging the transformative power of in-
clusive digitalization and innovation for rural women and
girls today's event in Rome brought together thought lead-
ers, policy and change makers who are working on innova-
tive solutions to bring about gender equality in rural areas

International Women's Day 2023:
Bringing the digital gender divide
is essential for unleashing wom-
en's potential in rural areas, say
UN food and agriculture agencies
FAO-IFAD-WFP push to enhance
rural women and girls' digital ca-
pabilities and tackle the barriers
they face to access technology to
be equal contributors to our
agrifood systems.

08/03/2023

Rome - Inclusive access to dig-
ital technologies and education is
crucial to reducing gender in-
equalities and empowering rural
women and girls - that was the
message from three United Na-
tions' food and agriculture agen-
cies as they marked International
Women's Day 2023.

Participants at the event, co-or-
ganised by the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the International
Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment (IFAD) and the World Food
Programme (WFP), recognized
that while digitalization on its
own cannot solve all the gender-
related disadvantages women
face, if provided with equal ac-
cess to digital technology and
education, women can have a
more active and effective role in
our agrifood systems.
"Admittedly, it is discouraging to
celebrate International Women's
Day in a time when we are going
backwards on gender equality and
are seeing widening gender gaps
in science, technology and inno-
vation," said FAO Deputy Direc-
tor-General Beth Bechdol. "When

Discussions also Itsd-
ighted the achieve-
ments of rural women
related to digital lit-
eracy, digital skills and
dsyipreneurship.

we invest in rural women, we in-
vest in resilience, in the future of
our communities and in creating
a more inclusive and equitable
world - one where no one is left
behind."

"Without increased access to dig-
ital technology and innovation,
rural women and girls will con-
tinue to face barriers and socio-
economic disadvantages, making
it harder for them to fully partici-
pate in rural economies," said
IFAD Associate Vice-President
Jyotsna Puri, Strategy and Knowl-
edge Department. "Gender in-
equality and the urban-rural di-
vide will only worsen unless we
create a more inclusive and pros-
perous society for everyone."

"Food security for households and
communities is in the hands of the
women. It is only through wom-
en's empowerment that we can
build a world where no one goes
to sleep hungry," said WFP's
Deputy Executive Director,
Valerie Guarnieri. "Putting re-

sources in the hands of women is
a no-brainer and with this comes
the transfer of knowledge and
skills including digital literacy to
help these women realize their
full potential. Now that's the kind
of game changer that we can all
get behind."

While there is a rapid prolifera-
tion of digital tools and services,
women continue to face systemic
and structural barriers in access-
ing and adopting new technolo-
gies. Evidence on the gender gap
indicates that globally 69 percent
of men are using the internet com-
pared with 63 percent of women.
Women in Low- and Middle-In-
come Countries (LMICs) are 16
percent less likely to use mobile
internet than men, and progress
in reducing the mobile internet
gender gap has stalled.

Recent statistics show that this
contrast is even starker in rural
areas. Rural women are particu-
larly disadvantaged in terms of
access to Information and Com-
munication Technologies (ICTs)
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and less likely to engage with ICT
solutions, due to constraints such
as affordability, illiteracy, user ca-
pabilities, and discriminatory so-
cial norms.

Under the theme: "DigitALL: In-
novation and technology for gen-
der equality: Leveraging the
transformative power of inclusive
digitalization and innovation for
rural women and girls today's
event in Rome brought together
thought leaders, policy and
change makers who are working
on innovative solutions to bring
about gender equality in rural ar-
eas and beyond. Discussions also
highlighted the achievements of
rural women related to digital lit-
eracy, digital skills and
agripreneurship.

Event panelists included: Kusum
Balsaraf, General Manager of
Mabhila Arthik Vikas Mahamandal
(MAVIM); Su Stephanou,
founder of Green Dreams and
1Cow; Claudia Carbajal Morelos,
Director at Precision Develop-
ment; Isabelle Carboni, Insights
Director, Digital Inclusion, Mo-
bile for Development, GSMA;
and Cesar Maita Azpiri, Senior
Innovation Manager, Global Gen-
der unit at IDH - The Sustainable
Trade Initiative.

FAO works to promote the adop-
tion of specific digital technolo-
gies, including in ways they spe-
cifically support women, through
initiatives like the International
Platform for Digital Food and
Agriculture, FAO Digital Portfo-
lio, E-Agriculture Community of
Practice, the 1000 Digital Villages
. The FAO Office of Innovation
established the Global Network
on Digital Agriculture and Inno-
vation Hubs, to support its mem-
bers to foster innovation within
their digital agriculture ecosys-
tem, with a special focus on
women and young agripreneurs,
among other programmes.
continue ....4 page

Four key areas of action to
promote agrifood systems

08/02/2023

Rome/New York - The Director-
General of Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) today highlighted
four key areas for efforts to foster
agrifood systems transformation
in least developed countries
(LDCs) at a high-level special
event on how to speed up the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment in the LDCs.

The four key areas are: (i) Improv-

ing productivity, social inclusion,
resilience and sustainability; (ii)
strengthening trade linkages; (iii)
accelerating investments in both
physical infrastructure and human
capital; and (iv) innovation in
technology, know-how and insti-
tutions.

"The escape from extreme pov-
erty and vulnerability for the
LDCs passes through agrifood
systems transformation, which
creates the conditions for indus-
trialization, the expansion of trade
and investment, and the growth
of services and urbanization," Qu
said during a panel discussion
focusing on assuring a robust and
resilient recovery from the ongo-
ing crises and building synergy

and coherence to support the
Doha Programme of Action.

The event was co-convened by
the President of the UN's Eco-
nomic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) and the President of
the UN General Assembly. Par-
ticipants included Amina Moham-
med, UN Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral; senior government ministers
from Malawi and Qatar, and a
host of diplomats and representa-
tives from the private sector as

well as from around the UN sys-
tem.

The 46 LDCs, with inherent struc-
tural impediments and fiscal con-
straints, are facing the major brunt
of the devastations caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the climate
crisis and geopolitical tensions in-
cluding conflicts, as well as in-
flation, rising interest rates and
debt burdens, which all combined
have wiped out a decade of their
development progress.

LDCs are particularly vulnerable
to the climate crisis, environmen-
tal and natural resource degrada-
tion, biodiversity loss, economic
downturns, volatile prices for
food, fertilizer and energy, as well
Continue -32 page
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FAMILY FARMERS
'Rural Women For Sustainability’

Rural women are the heart of the
countryside and agriculture, play-
ing a key role in food systems,
agrobiodiversity conservation,
poverty eradication and the
achievement of the SDGs.

Under this year's slogan
'RuralWomenForSustainability'
this March 8th we are joining the
struggle of women family farm-
ers, recalling their fundamental
role in agricultural production,

& MARCH . INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN'S DAY

Support

WOMEN FAMILY

FARMERS,

for the sustainability

of food systems and
the planet

8 March 2023 - On International
Women's Day, we commemorate
the achievements of women fam-
ily farmers, rural women and in-
digenous women, but we must
remember the challenges that re-
main to be addressed in order to
move towards more just and eq-
uitable societies that recognise the
important role of rural women in
the sustainability of food systems
and the planet.

Women family farmers face many
challenges in their lives. Despite
producing more than half of the
food consumed globally, the un-
equal conditions they face in
terms of access to productive re-
sources, services and opportuni-
ties make them more vulnerable
to hunger, poverty and the effects
of climate change.

agrobiodiversity conservation,
and the defence of natural re-
sources and ancestral practices.
It is necessary to ensure women's
leadership in public policy design
processes by guaranteeing that
specific measures are put in place
to redress existing inequalities
and imbalances. Women are
agents of change and it is essen-
tial to visibilise and recognise
their role, as this is the only way
to bring about social, economic
and cultural change in family
farming.

The WREF and its partner organi-
sations work to promote the par-
ticipation and leadership of
women family farmers in public
policy design processes, strength-
ening their capacities and creat-
ing spaces for the exchange of

empowerment experiences that
serve to unleash their full poten-
tial in order to continue advocat-
ing for the sustainability of food
systems and the planet.

The Pillar 3 of the United Nations
Decade of Family Farming, in its
Action Plan, aims "to promote
gender equity in family farming
and the leadership role of rural
women", and sets the course for
joint actions that contribute to
developing effective tools and
measures for the economic, social
and political empowerment of
rural women.

In August 2023, the 2nd Interna-
tional Meeting of Rural Women
will be held in Brasilia, in the
framework of the 7th Marcha das
Margaridas. An event that will
bring together women family
farmers from all latitudes with the
same purpose: to continue work-
ing together for policy frame-
works, mechanisms and incen-
tives to unlock their enormous
potential towards achieving sus-
tainable, resilient, inclusive and
viable food systems.
COOPERATIVISM AS A
STRATEGY FOR RURAL
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT
Cooperativism can play a cata-
lytic role in the empowerment and
resilience of rural women. Organ-
ising in cooperatives and/or asso-
ciations offers solutions to gen-
erate income, access markets,
improve production conditions
and fight poverty.
Cooperativism as a response to
the challenges faced by women
farmers, improves access to mar-
kets, reduces risk through diver-
sification and financing, strength-
ens capacities, improves negotia-
tion skills and fosters women's
participation in all decision-mak-
ing processes.
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Six reasons to bring millets to the market

There is an ever-growing global population that needs suffi-
cient and healthy food amidst climate emergencies and de-
pleting natural resources. Millets can be part of the solution.
These grains can survive harsh climate conditions, offering
solutions to food scarcity. Because they are often the only crops
that can be harvested in dry seasons, millets can be a vital
food source for populations vulnerable to food insecurity.

Rich in heritage and full of po-
tential, millets are a sustainable,
nutritious and under-valued food
source

They were one of the first domes-
ticated plants, but millets have
been overshadowed by other
grains over the last decades. This
year, FAO is celebrating the In-
ternational Year of Millets to help
everyone rediscover the multi-
faceted reasons this crop should
resurface in our markets and on
our tables.

25/01/2023

We may be small, but we are
strong. We grow where others
cannot. We nurture soils and eco-
systems, and we provide nutrition
for all.

What are we?

Millets!

Millets encompass a diverse
group of small-grained, dryland
cereals including foxtail, barnyard
and fonio, among others. As
whole grains, millets are a good
source of essential nutrients.
Millets are primarily grown in
Asia and Africa, with India being
the top producer followed by Ni-
geria, Niger and China. They were
among the first plants to be do-
mesticated and still serve as a tra-
ditional staple crop in parts of
Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia.
These crops, rooted in ancient
cultures and ancestral traditions,
have long survived harsh grow-
ing conditions. Their climate re-
silience and adaptability offer
opportunities for strengthening
food security and bolstering eco-
nomic growth.

In celebration of the International
Year of Millets 2023, FAO is col-

resilient and require minimal in-
puts and maintenance to grow,
favorable qualities for small-scale
farmers.

2. Millets can contribute to a
healthy diet.

Millets provide antioxidants,
minerals and protein. As whole
grains, each millet variety also
offers different types and amounts
of fibre, which play a role in regu-

laborating with partners to unlock
the great potential of millets as
affordable foods that can contrib-
ute to healthy diets and a healthy
environment.

Here are six key reasons why
millets deserve our attention and
a place on our tables:

1. Millets are there when others
are not.

There is an ever-growing global
population that needs sufficient
and healthy food amidst climate
emergencies and depleting natu-
ral resources. Millets can be part
of the solution. These grains can
survive harsh climate conditions,
offering solutions to food scarcity.
Because they are often the only
crops that can be harvested in dry
seasons, millets can be a vital
food source for populations vul-
nerable to food insecurity.

Not only do millets provide es-
sential nutrients important for a
healthy diet, they are also climate-

lating bowel function, blood
sugar and lipids.

Furthermore, millets are gluten-
free with a low-glycaemic index
making them a great food option
for those with celiac disease or
gluten intolerance, high-blood
sugar or diabetes. They can also
be a cost-effective source of iron.
Incorporating millets in our diets
can provide us with nutritious and
healthy alternatives to the usual
refined grains in the global mar-
ket. Start exploring some millet
recipes, such as this finger millet
pancakes option, to revamp your
diet!

3. Millets are climate-resilient.
Millets are resistant to drought
and tolerant to crop diseases and
pests, allowing them to survive in
adverse climatic conditions.
Because millets can be grown
with minimal inputs and mainte

Continue 36 page
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Giving Indigenous Peoples the
recognition they deserve:

Why updates to IFAD's policy
matter.

As our climate rapidly changes,
we must also change how we
manage and protect our ecosys-
tems and natural resources. Indig-
enous Peoples have sustainably
done this for generations.

That's why recent updates to the
IFAD Policy on Engagement with
Indigenous Peoples enshrine the
value of their traditional knowl-
edge and support the crucial role
they play in this changing world.
To explain why these updates
matter, we spoke with Yun Mane-
an indigenous lawyer and activ-
ist from Mondulkiri in north-east-
ern Cambodia and Executive Di-
rector of Cambodia Indigenous
Peoples Organization, Dr Wolde
Tadesse-an elder in the indig-
enous community of dere
Chencha in southern Ethiopia and
a visiting scholar at Oxford Uni-
versity, and Ilaria Firmian-IFAD's
Senior Technical Specialist on
Indigenous Peoples and Tribal
Issues.

Indigenous Peoples as 'horizon-
tal' partners

The updated policy recognizes In-
digenous Peoples as equal part-
ners in co-creating strategies, as
stewards of natural resources and

8 it
dasier for indigenous organi
zations and communities to
access funds, to make proc-
esses more inclusive and en
SU

biodiversity, and as bearers of rich
knowledge systems.

A Gamo woman in Chencha,
southern Ethiopia.

For co-creation to work, you must
be equal partners. If one side
maintains the position of a donor
while the other looks upwards
hoping for a drop to fall in their
mouth, it is unequal. So, for me,
co-creation should be about ac-
tually doing things together and
reaping the benefits together.
Ilaria Firmian: For IFAD, "hori-
zontal partners" means leaving
behind the "beneficiary" type of
relationship. Indigenous Peoples
are stewards of nature and must
be at the forefront of decision-
making. We are building relation-
ships of mutual recognition and
co-creation, designing projects in
a participatory way based on the
priorities and interests of commu-
nities.

Accessing funding and climate
finance

The updated policy recognizes
that global aid is evolving, with
funding coming from a growing
range of sources. It commits to
ensuring that Indigenous Peoples
have access to these resources.
A member of the The Jakun eth-
nic group in West Malaysia.

I will share the perspective from
Asia. Indigenous Peoples play a
very critical role in sustainable
development, climate change
mitigation and protecting
biodiversity. In a way, our place
as Indigenous Peoples is to guide
climate commitments.

Finance, especially climate fi-
nance, should be focused on In-
digenous Peoples, so they can
access it, organize it and benefit
from it. But most Indigenous Peo-
ples' organizations and commu-
nities have very limited access to
funding. Often, calls for funding
are not simple or available in our
languages, and the terminologies
and requirements are very com-
plex.

It is important to make it easier
for indigenous organizations and
communities to access funds, to
make processes more inclusive
and ensure no one is left behind.
The Indigenous Peoples Assist-
ance Facility is our flagship in-
strument for channelling funds
directly to Indigenous Peoples,
but IFAD also mobilizes and
channels climate finance through
investments and other sources,
helping indigenous communities
increase their participation and
benefit from climate action.
Food sovereignty :

The updated policy introduces a
new principle of indigenous food
security to ensure the protection
and preservation of Indigenous
Peoples' food systems.
Indigenous Peoples in the Philip-
pines Cordillera region learn new
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methods of fruit production of
tree maintenance.

Wolde Tadesse: We are all differ-
ent. We have different kinds of
cereals, like sorghum, millet, bar-
ley, and different varieties of these
crops. Diversity is a solution to
many problems, with Indigenous
Peoples' unrecognised food crops
bringing hope and security to hu-
manity-with the right support and
recognition.

It's good for Indigenous Peoples
and it's good for the earth that
agriculture has not been fully
taken over by a few. The wild is a
free area, and in this freedom,
bees thrive, birds thrive, antelopes
thrive, and Indigenous Peoples
thrive.

Ilaria Firmian: To feed the world
sustainably, we need diverse, nu-
tritious foods that are available,
accessible and affordable. Indig-
enous Peoples' food systems are
dependent on secure access rights
to their lands, territories and natu-
ral resources, as well as their cul-
tural, social and spiritual well-
being.

Indigenous Peoples and govern-
ance

The new policy mandates that
representatives of Indigenous
Peoples are observers at IFAD's
Governing Council when items
concerning them are on the
agenda.

A member of Colombia's Pijao-
Natagaima indigenous group
points towards a sugar cane plot.
Ilaria Firmian: This is one of the
most important steps the new
policy has taken. It enhances rep-
resentation of Indigenous Peoples
in IFAD's governance bodies and
ensures that no decisions about
them are made without them.
Yun Mane: It's very important for
Indigenous Peoples to be heard at
the Governing Council. Involve-
ment with IFAD helps to make
our voices louder, it helps us
speak out, make positive changes

and contribute to sustainable de-
velopment. This way, the rights
of Indigenous Peoples to our land
and natural resources are recog-
nised and our identity is pre-
served.

Dealing with climate change miti-

gation and protecting biodiversity
is invaluable for Indigenous Peo-
ples. But it's not just for us, it's
for everyone, for all the world.
Publication date: 09 February
2023

Four key areas ......

as conflict, FAO's Director-Gen-
eral said.

"We need more ambitious and
more effective action on to pre-
vent a deeper crisis tomorrow," he
added, calling for "a very signifi-

cant step-up in the scale and pace
of investment and trade."

FAO's work :

FAO is deeply engaged with the
challenge through its flagship
Hand-in-Hand Initiative, where
most of the participating countries
are LDCs, and many presented
investment opportunities at the
recent Hand-in-Hand Investment
Forum organized and hosted by
FAO.

"We are seeing that many Gov-
ernments are building their new
development plans on a sound
foundation of ambitious agrifood
systems transformation," Qu said.
"And we are beginning to see that
the innovations - and the invest-
ments - that are needed can be
supplied through new larger-
scale, multi-stakeholder, territory-
based collaborations."

The Director-General urged the

sciences of agrifood systems to
become more open and account-
able, and for upscaling efforts to
make knowledge, data and infor-
mation more accessible and use-
ful for all countries, especially the
LDCs.

He noted that
FAO, with
many public
and private
partners around
the globe, is
spearheading
collective work
to achieve im-
pacts on the
ground. FAO
has built - and
continues to
expand - a new
geospatial plat-
form that "provides all countries
with access to millions of data
layers and a growing library of
tools to develop actionable
knowledge for policy innovation
and investment," Qu said.
Modern life is increasing our in-
terdependence, mutual vulner-
ability and complexity, making it
imperative to find a "new social
contract to guide and sustain our
common life and our shared
planet," he said.

Ensuring the universal right to
availability, accessibility and
affordability of food for all re-
quires more collective vision and
commitment, he said, calling for
a stronger focus on connecting
people and actions.

Qu concluded his remarks with an
expression of condolence for the
people suffering in the aftermath
of earthquake in Syria and
Tiirkiye.
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) Indigenous Peoples Awards 2023

The project is designed using the principles of free, prior and
informed consent through which Indigenous Peoples partici-
pate fully and effectively in decision-making processes that
affect them. It brings together communities to oversee and
operate the power system and set tariffs collectively.

The Sixth Global Meeting of the
Indigenous Peoples' Forum at
IFAD Flavio Ianniello

Indigenous Peoples play a special
role in conserving ecosystems and
managing resources sustainably.

»
.

The global community should
look to them for guidance on how
to respond to changing climate
and support Indigenous Peoples
in driving their own development,
and in building their culture, iden-
tity, knowledge, natural resources,
intellectual property and human
rights.
Through the Indigenous Peoples
Awards, IFAD celebrates inspira-
tional development projects thaCt
partnered with and made a real
difference to indigenous commu-
nities in 2022.
Best performing IFAD-funded
project: Protecting indigenous
livelihoods in Bolivia
A member of the Ayllu Lerco
community stands in front of a
mobile pen.
In the Bolivian Andes, Aymara
Quechua indigenous communi-
ties have long depended on lla-

mas and alpacas for meat, natural
fibre and transport. But as harsh
conditions become ever more
common - like drought, heavy
snowfall and intense frost - the
animals' health suffers. More ani-

mals miscarry, and it becomes
harder for herds to grow and
flourish. For many Indigenous
Peoples in these communities,
climate change is threatening
their only means of subsistence.

To protect the animals' wellbeing
and reduce mortality,

provides people belonging to the
Ayllu Lerco community with
mobile pens, haylofts, and access
to water.

"Our priority is to tackle climate
change," says Dania Yasmin
Penaloza Gomez, a member of
the Ayllu Lerco community and a
local City Councillor. "We're be-
ing hit by rising temperatures,
sporadic rainy seasons and a
shortage of water."

Through PRO-CAMELIDOS, in-
digenous communities decide
how to conserve ecosystems,
manage projects and maintain

their traditional livelihoods. Last
year alone, the project helped
10,563 people, encouraging
women, young people and per-
sons with disabilities to take the
lead.

"I participate in the programme
because it is an initiative that
helps gender equality and works
with women and youth," says
Dania.

Best performing IPAF-funded
project: Agroforestry for chil-
dren's food security in Cameroon
Cathérine Fleur Amban Nkoro
receives an award from IFAD's
Ilaria Firmian for FEDEC's work
in Cameroon

In the lush forests of southern
Cameroon, the indigenous Bakola
and Bagyeli communities live off
what the land provides. But
agroforestry is also ensuring that
children living in the Ngoyang
village school consume nutritious
food as they learn.

This project, which is imple-
mented by FEDEC and funded by
IFAD's Indigenous Peoples As-
sistance Facility, established a 10-
hectare agroforestry plantation
with plots for traditional foods
and other crops, provided equip-
ment and constructed a ware-
house to safely store produce. In
2022, it produced over a ton of
cassava, which the community ate
or sold, bringing in US$ 182 to
finance activities at the school.
The hostel management commit-
tee established by the project is
made up of local community
members, with key positions as-
signed to women. The committee
members bring together their tra-
ditional knowledge with training
on agroforestry monitoring and
techniques to counter erosion and
mitigate climate change.

Best performing non-IFAD-
funded project: Community-led

Continue 36 page .........
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Georgia and Kyrgyzstan: toward collective
community pasture management

Georgia and Kyrgyzstan: sus-
tained efforts toward collective
community pasture management
With IFAD's support pastoral
communities in Kyrgyzstan have
developed successful strategies
for pasture management In 1991,
anew era dawned with the disso-
lution of the Soviet Union. Social
upheaval, cultural transformation

and drastic economic change
spread across its former republics.
As they transitioned to a new re-
ality, the newly-independent na-
tions looked towards making land
use more equitable, productive
and sustainable.

In Georgia and Kyrgyzstan, modi-
fying decades-old laws, regula-
tions, customs and ownership was
no easy feat, with political, social
and economic hurdles.

Although a long process, in 2009,
Kyrgyzstan eventually passed
laws and created systems with
IFAD's support that ensure fairer
and more sustainable use of land.
While the process is still ongo-
ing in Georgia, policymakers
from both countries are coming
together to learn from
Kyrgyzstan's experience.
Kyrgyzstan's new Pasture Law:
Supported by IFAD's Livestock
and Market Development Pro-

gramme (LMDP), Kyrgyzstan's
new Pasture Law regulates pas-
tures by returning the land to the
state and rural communities the
right to use and manage.

Since the law was passed, rural
communities have begun regulat-
ing pastures through community
pasture management plans
(CPMP), with maps that deline-

A

ate borders, and specify how
many animals can sustainably
graze on the land. Using this in-
formation, pastoral communities
develop strategies and action
plans for pasture management and
animal health and protection,
making planning processes more
socially just and environmentally
sustainable.Modifying decades-
old pasture laws was no easy feat.
To facilitate the adoption of the
CPMPs at alocal level, IFAD sup-
ported the establishment and
training of pasture user unions,
community organizations with
elected executive bodies that are
legally authorized to independ-
ently govern pastures.

IFAD also prepared a tool to help
policymakers across the region
understand how to implement and
use CPMPs effectively.

Today, Kyrgyzstan's livestock
sector, which had begun to de-

cline after the country's independ-
ence, is improving, with increas-
ing community ownership and
accountability.

The Georgian landscape :

In Georgia, where more than 70
per cent of pastures are estimated
to be in state hands, land reform
has followed a different route.
The country offers a range of in-
centives for pastoralists. A pro-
gramme in the highlands gives
cattle breeders the use of pastures
for up to 25 years. Cooperative
farms receive assistance, includ-
ing farm equipment. Moreover,
farmers are eligible to access
highly-subsidized credit from fi-
nancial institutions, and people in
highland areas are exempt from
income and property taxes.
Despite these incentives, climate
and landscape conditions, com-
bined with unsustainable farming
practices such as overgrazing,
have left 30 per cent of the coun-
try's agricultural land degraded.
Additionally, Georgia lacks a sin-
gle land management body to lead
on implementing land reform.
With responsibilities divided be-
tween different ministries, issues
like land records and resources
are more complicated to resolve
and land reform harder to achieve.
Sharing knowledge :

Rural communities are now regu-
lating pastures Through IFAD's
South-South and Triangular Co-
operation (SSTC)-which supports
and promotes collaboration and
knowledge sharing among devel-
oping countries - Kyrgyzstan del-
egates have shared their success-
ful experience of land reform with
their Georgian counterparts, in-
cluding the benefits of using
CPMPs, consolidated legal in-
struments, a designated national
authority, and working with com-
munities.

FY T 309 T (Krishi Journal-2023 (February-March)

I 3%



Cash assistance is helping families in

UKkraine rebuild their day-

Supporting rural families to meet
their basic needs in this time of
crisis

FAO cash assistance has enabled
Liubov, along with many others,
to meet her family's basic needs
like food, school supplies and
firewood for heating.
24/02/2023

A cheerful black dog dashes
around the backyard farm of
Liubov Yakovleva, greeting any
and all visitors with a wag of not
just his tail but his entire body.
This four-legged friend,
Karandash, helps keep Liubov
from feeling lonely now that her
husband has passed away and her
children and grandchildren can
only visit on holidays or vaca-
tions. It was, in fact, her grand-
children's idea to give her this ball
of energy so that their grand-
mother would not feel so alone
in her village of Vyshneve, situ-
ated in the Dnipropetrovska
oblast of southeastern Ukraine.
Playing with the dog, Liubov re-
counts her story of how she was
born in a concentration camp in
Germany during the Second
World War. "When World War 11
started, my father went to the par-
tisans and my mother, being preg-
nant at the time, was taken to the
concentration camp," recalled
Liubov. "I was born during the
war, far from my native country.
And now, at the end of my life, |
face war again, in my homeland."
Liubov never thought she would
have to experience war again, but
now her primary concern is for
her children and grandchildren.
"My heart cries for all the chil-
dren who, like me when I was a
child, suffer from this war."

In her small backyard, Liubov
grows vegetables to support her-
self and her family. When she re-
ceived cash assistance from the

[

Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (FAO)
in the summer of 2022, she used
it not only to support her own
basic needs but also those of her
grandchildren, even though they
live far away.

"I spent this money on my grand-
children. We bought school sup-
plies, some food and firewood for
the winter heating season," added
Liubow.

"I didn't even think I would get
any money. I did not believe it at
first," said Liubov, with tears in
her eyes. "I am grateful to FAO
for this help and to everyone who
helped me to apply and receive
the assistance."

Oleksandr had to flee his home,
leaving almost everything behind.
Cash assistance helped families
fleeing the war to replace some
necessities in their new homes.
Forced to flee

Also now in Dnipropetrovska
oblast, Oleksandr
Myroshnychenko sought refuge at
a friend's house in the area after
he was forced to abandon his
home in Popasna, Luhanska
oblast. Since 2014, his town has
suffered periodic shelling, yet he
was always determined to remain
in his home. However, this time
things were different.

"When the war escalated in Feb-
ruary 2022, we thought there
would be shooting around the

o-day lives
ey e g neighbourhood
L E0 e P 1ilccin 2014, but
' then we under-
stood that
things were dif-
ferent, and we
had to flee from
these heavy
& bombings."
Oleksandr,
along with his
wife and his
bedridden mother, left Popasna in
March 2022 and moved in with
his friend in the village of
Lozuvatka.

That summer, FAO supported
Oleksandr and his family with
multipurpose cash assistance. The
value of cash transfers is based on
household size to ensure that each
household can cover the basic
needs of all its members for a pe-
riod of three months.

"When we left Popasna, we took
only the most necessary things. I
am retired. My wife worked at the
glass factory in Popasna, but then
she was laid off, so my pension
was the only source of income,"
said Oleksandr. "The cash assist-
ance provided by FAO was abso-
lutely crucial for us. We could buy
a washing machine and a refrig-
erator, not new but in good con-
dition. We are very grateful for the
help of the donors and everyone
involved in the registration and
payment process."

From July 2022 to February 2023,
FAOQ, with support from Belgium,
the Central Emergency Response
Fund and the European Union,
has been able to reach close to 7
000 people, including Halyna and
her grandchildren, providing
them with cash assistance to cover
their basic needs for three months.
Hosting others :

Halyna Voitiuk is a resident of
Komisarivka  village in
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Dnipropetrovska oblast. She
takes care of two grandchildren
who live with her. She is retired
but grows vegetables and fruits to
can for the winter period.
Following the outbreak of the war
in February 2022, Halyna opened
her doors to a family of six - a
mother with five children - who
had fled to Komisarivka from
Kharkivska oblast. They lived to-
gether for two and a half months
until the situation stabilized and
they could return home. Halyna
subsequently began hosting an-
other family, a couple with two
young children who had also fled
the hostilities.

"They are unlikely to go home in
the near future. The man has
found a job in a neighbouring vil-
lage, and the woman takes care
of the kids," said Halyna.

She lets them live with her at no
cost while they get themselves
back on their feet. However, her
income is very low.

"My pension and the allowance
for my children are very small,
and children require a lot of
money."

Thankfully, Halyna and the dis-
placed family received assistance.
With the multipurpose cash as-
sistance from FAO, Halyna notes,
"I bought my grandson a bicycle
and my granddaughter a tablet for
her college studies. [Before] I
could not buy them many things,
so this assistance was really cru-
cial."

In total, with support from Bel-
gium, the Central Emergency
Response Fund (CERF), the Eu-
ropean Union, and its own emer-
gency funds, FAO has supported
2 620 rural households (6 877
people) in Dnipropetrovska,
Zaporizka, Mykolaivska and
Kherson oblasts. FAO's cash
transfers provide flexible support
that enables families to respond
to their own priority needs and
help others in their communities.

Six Reasons ......

nance and can adapt to climate
shocks, expanding production of
millets can transform local
agrifood systems to be more effi-
cient, resilient and inclusive. The
ability of millets to grow in poor,
degraded soils can also provide
land cover in arid areas, reducing
soil degradation and supporting
biodiversity.

4. Millets offer promising liveli-
hood opportunities for small-
scale farmers.

As other cereals have become
widespread, dietary preferences
have shifted and led to a decline
in the production and demand for
millets. By encouraging the con-
sumption and production of these
underutilized crops, we can help
millets regain market share and
create additional opportunities for
small-scale farmers.

Millets can add greater diversity
to global trade, making markets
more resilient.

5. Millets' trade can improve the
diversity of the global food sys-
tem.

Currently, millets account for less
than three percent of the global
grains trade. When sudden shocks
affect the foodgrain market,
millets can provide a valuable al-
ternative to typically traded
grains. This added diversity can
improve the resilience of the glo-
bal trade markets and mitigate our
reliance on other grains.

6. Millets can be used in many
innovative ways.

The genetic diversity of millets
lends itself to many diverse and
innovate applications of millets in
areas such as therapeutics and
pharmaceuticals. Used
innovatively, millets offer even
greater market opportunities for
regional and international trade.
This is our year. Unleash our po-
tential and bring us back to your
tables.We are strong. We are
millets, but we cannot do it alone.

Indigenous people ........

green energy in the Philippines
SIBAT is helping indigenous
communities to adapt and build
resilience to climate change.

In the Philippines' remote :
Cordillera region, many homes
and businesses do not have elec-
tricity. But thanks to a project
implemented by non-governmen-
tal organization SIBAT,1,684 in-
digenous households have set up
small community-managed
hydroelectrical power generation
systems.

Now, homes, schools and health
facilities across the region have
electricity for the first time. Ru-
ral businesses, like rice and maize
mills, run on clean energy, help-
ing to build livelihoods and food
security, while also being sustain-
able.

The project is designed using the
principles of free, prior and in-
formed consent through which
Indigenous Peoples participate
fully and effectively in decision-
making processes that affect
them. It brings together commu-
nities to oversee and operate the
power system and set tariffs col-
lectively. Older community mem-
bers and persons with disabilities
oversee and guide the project ac-
cording to customary laws.

"I saw the difficulty of not hav-
ing electricity in many areas, that's
why I took the job as a technician
here at SIBAT - to help provide
electricity in remote communi-
ties," says Glendo Gayed of the
indigenous Banao community.
Through the project, Indigenous
Peoples are adapting and build-
ing resilience to climate change,
while conserving the watersheds,
rivers and waterfalls of their
region."The thing I like most
about SIBAT is that we don't only
provide electricity; we help the
environment," says Glendo.
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