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Regional Dialogue on Famil
Farming in Asia and the Pacitic

The Global Forum

After three years of implementation, the UNDFF can be seen as
a robust engagement process involving a wide range of]
stakeholders, aimed at identifying and implementing concrete
policies and measures in support of family farming.

Leveraging the role of family
Jarming towards more inclusive
and resilient food systems in
response to crises in the RAP
region

Background

29 June 2022

The UN Decade of Family Farming
2019-2028 (UNDFF) was
launched on 29 May 2019 at FAO
headquarters, Rome. The UNDFF
aims to shed new light on what it
means to be a family farmer in a
rapidly changing world and highlights
more than ever before the important
role family farmers play in eradicating
hunger and shaping our future of
food. It serves as a framework for
countries to develop public policies
and investments to support family
farming from a holistic perspective,
unleashing the transformative
potential of family farmers to
contribute to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). FAO and IFAD have been
called to support the implementation
and established a joint FAO/IFAD
Secretariat to facilitate this process
under the guidance of an International

Steering Committee composed by
Member States and Family Farming
Organizations.

The UNDFF leverages family
farmers to promote an inclusive rural
transformation that contributes to
reducing rural
poverty,
generating and
distributing
wealth,
creating
decent jobs,
starting-up
and growing
inclusive agri-
f o o d
businesses
where the
environmentis
sustainably managed and the
agricultural and food heritage is

preserved.
To this end, the UNDFF focuses on
promoting strategies and

interventions that grant family farmers
access to natural and productive
resources, information, markets,
technology and innovation, thus
addressing the multiple constraints
that family farmers face in order to
increase productivity and income,
improve nutrition and livelihoods,
while adapting to, and mitigating the
impact of, climate change, sustainably
managing natural resources and
conserving biodiversity.

The Global Forum

After three years of implementation,
the UNDFF can be seen as a robust
engagement process involving a wide
range of stakeholders, aimed at
identifying and implementing
concrete policies and measures in
support of family farming,

To take stock of processes, activities
and results in 2019 — 2021, the
Global Forum of the UNDFF, co-
organized by FAO-IFAD in their
responsibility of leading UN
agencies, will be held 19 to 22
September 2022. The event aims at
leveraging the views of different
relevant actors to better understand
the successful experiences that can
be the basis for knowledge sharing
and dissemination of good practices;
the main challenges faced in dealing
with implementation in different
contexts; and the policy areas and
key topics that emerge as priorities
to focus on for the next period of
implementation.
The Regional
Rationale

The Global forum will be preceded
by Regional Dialogues, to be
organized in collaboration with FAO
and IFAD Regional Offices. The
Regional Dialogues aim at giving all
actors in the region the opportunity
to connect, reinforcing multi-actor
collaboration addressing emerging
topics and context-specific key
challenges on a regional scale
towards the implementation of the
UNDFF.

The format, structure and the
thematic focus of each Regional
Dialogues are decided in agreement
with the FAO and IFAD Regional
Offices, relevant family farmers’
organizations and other stakeholders
from the region, to better tailor the
event to each region’s specific needs
and context.

Discussions held in the framework
of the Regional Dialogues will be
systematized and reported at
relevant sessions of the Global
Forum (19 -22 September), feeding
the UNDFF way forward and
capitalizing on the emerging key
topics and priority areas discussed
at the regional level.

The Regional dialogue on the
UNDFF in the RAP Region

Dialogues:

e |
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During the first three years of
implementation of the UNDFF in the
RAP region, significant results have
been achieved. One can mention for
instance the development of the
SAARC Regional Action Plan for
Family Farming, as well as the
development of National Action Plans
for Family farming in Indonesia
(implementation phase), Nepal and
Philippines (officially launched on 21*
July 2021). In other countries like
Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Japan
or Lao PDR, mobilization of
stakeholders to develop the NAP
have also started. Other initiatives,
such as those linked to the UN Food
System Summit or the communication
campaigns  supported by
ComDevAsia, have contributed as
well to advance the agenda of Family
Farming across the region.
Nevertheless, significant challenges
arise or were exacerbated in the region
due to the regional impact of global
crises, such as impacts of the
breakout of COVID-19 on family
farmers’ livelihoods and the
consequences of the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine on the global food
markets (and production inputs).
These global crises are interacting with
the specific social, economic, and
environmental conditions in the region,
and require tailored interventions to
mitigate their impact and to strengthen
family farmers’ resilience and
contribution to food security and
nutrition.

Following initial informal consultations
with the main apex organizations of
Family Farmers Organizations (such
as the Asian Farmers Association, La
Via Campesina, and PIFON) and a
regional NGO (DHRRA), 3 main
technical themes have been identified
to be focused on during the upcoming
regional dialogue:

* The contribution of Family
Farmers Organizations to
sustainable and climate resilient
food systems (in reference but not
onlyto the Pillar 6 ofthe Global Action
Plan on Promoting sustainability of

family farming for climate-resilient
food systems)

* Fostering the inclusion of rural
youth (in reference but not only to
the Pillar 2 of the Global Action Plan
on supporting youth and ensure the
generational sustainability of
family farming)

* Building the capacities of Family
Farmers Organization (including
appropriate financial services and
business model) and ensuring
effective participation through
appropriate financing and
implementation modalities (in
reference but not only to the Pillar 4
on Strengthening family farmers’
organizations and their capacities
to generate knowledge, represent
farmers’ concerns and provide
inclusive services in rural areas)

Addressing the above themes, the
Regional Dialogue aims at stimulating
a common reflection on how to
leverage the role of family farming
towards more inclusive and resilient
food systems. The main outcomes of
the discussion will be systematized
and reported in the framework of the
Global Forum in September 2022, as
part of the technical discussions linked
to the seven Pillars of work of the
UNDFF Global Action Plan.

Date: 29 June 2022

Modality: Virtual

Co-organizers: FAO and IFAD,
supported by an informal preparatory
group representing Family Farmers’
Organizations and regional rural
development NGOs (AFA,
AsiaDHRRA, La Via Campesina,
PIFON)

UN Ocean Conference:

livelihoods, Qu said, adding that the
target is also trending positively.
More and more national frameworks
recognize and protect rights for
small-scale fishers, who account for
90percent of the sector’s workforce,
and produce 40 percent of the
world’s catch.
“Building the resilience of small-scale
fishers and supporting their inclusion
in decision-making processes are
key to ensuring long-term sustainable
fisheries and healthy oceans,” the
FAO Director-General said. This
year’s International Year of Artisanal
Fisheries and Aquaculture, offers a
big opportunity to further advance
Target 14.b, he added.
Achieving SDG14 needs
partnerships.Qu said SDG14 - the
least-funded of all the SDGs - can
only be achieved through strategic
and innovative partnerships,
commitments and financing.
Moreover, to feed the world with
aquatic foods must also involve
aquaculture, or the farming of fish
and aquatic animals and plants, which
is not directly reflected in SDG14.
Beyond food, aquaculture offers
new opportunities and markets to

support millions of livelihoods,
including women, youth and
indigenous communities, he said.
To address today’s challenges,
the FAO Strategic Framework
2022-31 supports the urgent
transformation of global agrifood
systems, including aquatic food
systems, for better production, better
nutrition, a better environment and a
better life for all, leaving no one
behind, Qu noted.
To deliver on this vision, FAO
promotes Blue Transformation, with
3 core objectives:

Sustainable aquaculture
intensification and expansion;
- Effective management of all
fisheries;- Upgraded value chains
that ensure the social, economic and
environmental viability of aquatic
food systems.
Despite there remaining less than 8
years to meet SDG14 and the rest
of'the 2030 Agenda, Qu said these
three objectives were achievable.
“Letus use today’s Dialogue and this
important UN Conference to boost
and accelerate our actions for our
oceans, people, prosperity and
planet,” the FAO Director-General
urged.
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I;eace and transtforming our agrifood systems

Agricultural Outlook 2022-31
underscores crucial role of
investments in technology,
infrastructure and human capital to
raise agricultural productivity

Over the next decade, global
agricultural production is projected
to increase by 1.1% per year, with
the additional output to be mainly
produced in middle- and low-income
countries.

29/06/2022

Paris/Rome - The global agrifood
sector faces fundamental
challenges over the coming
decade, particularly theneed to 2
feed an ever-increasing
population in a sustainable
manner, the impacts of the
climate crisis and the economic
consequences and disruptions
to food supply linked to the
war in Ukraine, according to a
report released today by the
Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and
Development.

The Agricultural Outlook 2022-
2031 focuses on assessing the
medium-term prospects for
agricultural commodity markets. The
findings of the report underscore the
crucial role of additional public
spending and private investment in
production, information technology
and infrastructure as well as human
capital to raise agricultural
productivity.

Prices of agricultural products have
been driven upward by a host of
factors, including the recovery in
demand following the outbreak of
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
resulting supply and trade
disruptions, poor weather in key
suppliers, and rising production and
transportation costs, which have
been further exacerbated recently by
uncertainties regarding agricultural
exports from Ukraine and Russia,
both key suppliers of cereals.

Russia’s role in fertilizer markets has
also compounded already existing
concerns about fertilizer prices and
near-term productivity.

The report provides a short-term
assessment of how the war may
affect both global agricultural markets
and food security. It underlines major
risks to key commodity markets:
equilibrium prices for wheat could be
19% above pre-conflict levels if
Ukraine fully loses its capacity to
export and 34% higher if in addition

Russian exports are 50% of normal
amounts.

A scenario simulating a severe export
shortfall from Ukraine and Russia in
2022/23 and 2023/24, and assuming
no global production response,
suggests a further increase in the

number of chronically
undernourished people in the world
following the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Without peace in Ukraine, food
security challenges facing the world
will continue to worsen, especially for
the world’s poorest,” OECD
Secretary-General Mathias
Cormann said. “An immediate end
of the war would be the best
outcome for people in both Russia
and Ukraine and for the many
households around the world that
are suffering from sharp price
increases driven by the war.”

“These rising prices of food, fertilizer,
feed and fuel, as well as tightening

financial conditions are spreading
human suffering across the world,”
said FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu. “An estimated 19 million
more people could face chronic
undernourishment globally in 2023,
if the reduction of global food
production and food supply from
major exporting countries, including
Russia and Ukraine, results in lower
food availability hitting worldwide.”
Whilst addressing the immediate
problems, the global community

i

should not lose sight of the need to
work towards achieving the 2030
Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
According to the Outlook, global
food consumption, which is the main
use of agricultural commodities, is
projected to increase by 1.4%
annually over the next decade, and
to be mainly driven by population
growth. Most additional demand for
food will continue to originate in low-
and middle-income countries, while
in high-income countries demand will
be limited by slow population growth
and a saturation in the per capita
consumption of several food
commodity groups. Diets in low-
income countries, however, will likely
remain largely based on staples and
food consumption will not increase
sufficiently to meet the Zero Hunger
target by 2030.
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infrastructure and training will be
critical drivers of agricultural growth.
However, a prolonged increase in
energy and agricultural input prices —
such as fertilisers — will raise
production costs and may constrain
productivity and output growth in the
coming years.

The Outlook highlights the significant
contribution of agriculture to climate
change. Direct greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from agriculture
are projected to increase by 6%
during the next decade, with livestock
accounting for 90% of this increase.
Agricultural emissions are,
nonetheless, projected to grow at a
lower rate than production, thanks
to yield improvements and a
reduction in the share of ruminant
production, indicating a decline in the
carbon intensity of agriculture.
Greater efforts will be needed for the
agricultural sector to effectively
contribute to global reductions in
GHG emissions, as set out in the
Paris Agreement on climate change,
including large-scale adoption of
climate-smart production processes
and technologies, especially in the
livestock sector.

The Outlook provides an assessment
of how potentially competing
objectives of the agricultural sector
can be achieved. Average agricultural
productivity must increase by 28%
over the next decade for the world
to meet the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG 2) on
Zero Hunger, while simultaneously
keeping agricultural emissions on
track to reach the Paris Agreement
targets. This is more than triple the
increase in productivity recorded in
the last decade.

Ensuring well-functioning global
trade and markets is essential for
addressing both short- and medium-
term challenges to food security.
Globally, trade in the main
agricultural commodities and
processed products is projected to
grow in line with production over the
next decade.

Reggie Khumalo to Vis-it
humanitarian projects in Africa

U.N. World Food Programme High-
Level supporter Reggie Khumalo to
visit humanitarian projects in Africa

JOHANNESBURG- Following
years of supporting humanitarian
organisations and its causes, self-
taught African fine artist Reggie
Khumalo, who uses his art as a
vehicle for social change, will this
month be visiting World Food
Programme (WFP) projects in

| o

Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda
and Kenya.

“My paintings are a platform to share
my journey with the world,” said
Reggie Khumalo. “Through my
work, I want to show the world a
hard- working people, that try
everything in their power to provide
for their families but are heavily
affected by climate change and the
world disconnect with mother earth.”
Reggie has worked and travelled
across the African continent to bring
back the spirit of UBUNTU (I am
because you are) by helping
vulnerable people from
disadvantaged communities.
Reggie’s work focuses on self-
empowerment and how individuals
have the power to make a change
and empower their communities.
“We are excited to follow Reggie’s
travels in Africa over the next month
as he supports global and local

efforts by mobilising much needed
attention to the challenges faced on
the continent,” said WFP
Menghestab Haile, WFP Regional
Director, southern Africa.

A passionate advocate and generous
supporter of humanitarian causes
throughout his career, Reggie has had
solo exhibitions in Johannesburg,
Cape Town, Nairobi, Addis Ababa,
Zanzibar, Berlin, Paris and Lagos.
Following
atrip with
WFP to

Moarhge
in 2020,
Reggie
w a s
inspired
to paint
“The Last
African
Supper’
whichwill
b e
exhibited
in New
York this month.

Advocating for WFP and the people
we serve, Reggie will create a body
of work on his adventure to exhibit
in museums around Europe. In his
role as WFP High Level Supporter,
Reggie Khumalo helps raise
awareness for millions of people
going to bed hungry every night and
engages his supporters, through his
art, in advocacy for a Zero Hunger
world.

The world is facing unprecedented
needs this year, as conflict and
climate shocks compounded by
COVID-19 and rising costs drive
millions of people closer to starvation
- threatening to increase migration
and instability globally. With the
numbers of hungry rising
considerably after the conflict in
Ukraine, WFP is calling for a step-
change in global support for its
operations.
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UN Ocean Conference: Some progress made
but much work needed to achieve 2030 Agenda

UN Ocean Conference: Some
progress made but much work
needed to achieve 2030 Agenda
fishery-related targets , FAO
Director-General says

Aquaculture is also crucial in helping
feed the world even though not
directly reflected in SDG14 on Life
Below Water

The FAO Director-General
underlined the vital importance of

and markets” at the UN Ocean
Conference here today.

“Our oceans, rivers and lakes can
help feed the world, but only if we
use their valuable resources
responsibly, sustainably and
equitably,” Qu said in a keynote
address at the event.

The FAO Director-General
underlined the vital importance of
achieving SDG14 on Life Below

achieving SDG14 on Life Below
Water.

29/06/2022

Lisbon - The world is seeing some
positive trends on fishery-related
targets under the Sustainable
Development Goals, but there’s still
a long way to go in tapping the
sector’s potential to help feed the
world, especially by making better
use of aquaculture.

That was the message from QU
Dongyu, Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) as he
addressed an Interactive Dialogue on
“Making Fisheries Sustainable and
providing access for small-scale
artisanal fishers to marine resources

Water. FAO, as the main global
forum for fisheries and aquaculture
1ssues, is the custodian of indicators
for four SDG14 Targets, and co-
custodian for another three.

Qu went on to analyze some of the
progress made so far on these targets,
citing data from FAO’s flagship 2022
report State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture (SOFIA), which was
launched earlier in the day.

Target 14.4 calls for the restoration
of fish stocks so that they may
produce maximum sustainable yield
by 2020. The indicator for this target
is the proportion of fish stocks within
biologically sustainable levels.

The FAO Director-General noted
that this target was not achieved, with

the fraction of stocks fished at
sustainable levels declining by 1.2
percent from 2017 to 2019.
However, if weighted by volume,
82.5 percent of marine fisheries
landings are from biologically
sustainable stocks - an almost
4 percent rise since the last
assessment.

This shows that effectively managed
fisheries stocks are rebuilding, Qu
said, adding: “In order to meet Target
14.4, effective management is the
best conservation.”

On Target 14.6, which seeks to
eliminate subsidies that contribute to
overfishing and Illegal, Unregulated
and Unreported fisheries, Qu said
that some progress was being made
with the help of globally binding tools
such as the 1995 UN Fish Stock
Agreement; the 1995 Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries;
and the 2009 FAO Port State
Measures Agreement.

FAO continues to support Members
in implementing these global and
regional instruments, working
together with civil society, the private
sector, academia and the UN wide
system, Qu said. He also
congratulated the World Trade
Organisation for an “unprecedented
agreement reached on fisheries
subsidies.”

Target 14.7 aims to increase the
contribution of fisheries to GDP,
particularly in Small Island
Developing States and Least
Developed Countries. Meeting
Target 14.7 calls for upgrading and
enhancing existing value aquatic food
chains, and initial analyses indicate
this target is trending positively, Qu
said.

Finally, Target 14.b, is a call to
provide access for small-scale
artisanal fishers to marine resources
and markets. This is the most crucial
of all in relation to sustainable
Continue....27
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The Moroccan beekeepers’ mission
to preserve the Saharan Yellow Bee

01/07/2022

Here, in Er-rich, nestled on a plain
amid Morocco’s awe-inspiring Atlas
Mountains, women and men settle
into a packed room as an FAO
beekeeping training gets underway
one March afternoon. Their whispers
and laughter blend together in an
undercurrent of anticipation. But their
purpose is serious: to do whatever
they can to ensure the very survival

impact of other breeds of bee being
introduced to the area.

The participants are impatient to ask
him their questions: “How do you
produce more queens?”, "What
are the techniques for artificial
insemination?”, “How can you
help the queens to
multiply?” Above all, the trainees
want to know how to save the lives

of a species. Throughout the day, the
beekeepers of all ages will learn
about the Saharan yellow bee, a
species that is hardy, non-aggressive
and well-adapted to local climatic
and breeding conditions.

“Don’t be afraid,” the instructor,
M’hamed Aboulal, reassures them.
“This is the gentlest breed. That’s
what makes its neighbour to the
north, the black bee, ‘yellow’ with
jealousy,” he says with a smile. “It’s
not only beautiful in its long yellow
dress, it’s also docile, produces great
honey and is a better forager, since
it can travel up to 8 kilometres
compared to only 3 kilometres for
the ordinary bee.”

Despite all these qualities,
beekeepers know that the Saharan
yellow bee is threatened with
extinction due to successive
droughts, the negative side effects of
necessary pest control and the

of the bees, which for some of them
represent their very livelihoods.
Beekeeping: a passion from
childhood

M’hamed dates his passion for bees
back to the time when his beekeeper
father let him and his siblings taste
the honey barely out of the wooden
hives on which they sat. Today,
M’hamed is the president of both a
regional beekeeping cooperative and
anational association and spends his
time giving theoretical and practical
training to beekeepers, also
increasing the appreciation of the
Saharan yellow bee.

Every morning, M hamed starts his
day by going to the heights of Er-
rich to inspect the apiary and its bee
colonies and assess their state of
health. As you approach the dozen
hives there, the buzz of the bees
announces their presence. For

M’hamed, the experience conjures
up humbling feelings.

“For them and thanks to them,  have
the chance to highlight and perpetuate
the know-how of my ancestors and
do ajob that I love and that makes
me want to get up at dawn every
morning to get things done.”

FAO, the government of Morocco
and other partners have created a
beekeeping technical center, whose
mission is to improve beekeeping
skills and to select, multiply and
disseminate queen bees to safeguard
the future of the Saharan yellow bee
breed. ©FAO/Hassan Chabbi

A nationally renowned Centre
M’hamed is a regular visitor to the
Centre where theoretical and
practical trainings are held and which
is the result of a fruitful multi-
stakeholder collaboration. This is
where FAO works hand in hand with
the government of Morocco and
other partners to safeguard this
particularly interesting breed
adapted to oasis areas. The
combined efforts have led to the
creation of this beekeeping technical
Centre for Developing and
Safeguarding the Saharan Yellow
Bee and Biodiversity, whose mission
is to improve beekeeping skills and
to select, multiply and disseminate
queen bees.

The Regional Office for Agricultural
Development of Tafilalet hosts this
Centre and makes it available to the
Chifae Beekeeping Cooperative in
Errachidia of which M’hamed is the
founder. The Centre hosted there is
part of FAO’s project, “Revitalizing
oasis agroecosystems through a
sustainable integrated and landscape
approach in the Draa-Tafilalet
region.”

Safeguarding, preserving and
developing the Saharan yellow bee
is key to these objectives. They are
crucial for enhancing and protecting
local agro-biodiversity,
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protect local agro-biodiversity,
improve the incomes of
smallholders and provide
employment for women and youth.
©FAO/Hassan Chabbi

The risk of collapse

Recently, bee populations have
suffered spectacular losses, never
seen before. A phenomenon known
as “Bee Colony Collapse Disorder”
has been observed in countries in
Europe, the Americas and Africa.

Beekeepers have reported the

sudden and unexplained
disappearance of bee colonies,
followed by the death of the
workers, the survival of the queen
alone and consequently the loss of
the hives.
The phenomenon is causing growing
concern among both breeders and
specialists such as M”hamed who
says, “If this continues, the
consequences of this unexpected
disappearance would be heavy
given the importance of apiaries and
bees in the ecological and
agricultural balance and economic
development, as well as the
importance of the sector in terms of
jobs.”

Several factors are being blamed,
such as insufficient rainfall, poor bee
nutrition resulting from lack of
pasture, the health of hives and bee
husbandry practices, with
governments redoubling their efforts
at research to pinpoint the causes.
According to M’Hamed, the
Saharan yellow bee seems relatively
less impacted by this phenomenon
of colony collapse. But given the
many other threats it faces, FAO
and its partners are clear that there
must be no let-up in their efforts to
preserve and revitalise the species.
Through the efforts at the Centre,
FAO and its partners continue to
fight for the Saharan yellow bee. By
establishing a network of
professional beekeepers and setting
up anumber of nursery units for the
multiplication and distribution of the
Saharan yellow bee, the programme

Australia

rovides critical

funding to help WFP

Australia provides critical funding to
help WFP respond to rising food
insecurity in Sri Lanka

BANGKOK/COLOMBO - The
United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) welcomed an
AUD 22 million (US 15 million)
contribution from the Government of

Australia to help millions of Sri
Lankans who are unable to afford
food.

On 16 June, WFP launched a US$
60 million emergency food and
nutrition assistance for 3 million of the
most at-risk Sri Lankans who are
facing food insecurity in the face of a
record high food inflation,
skyrocketing fuel prices and
widespread shortages of key
commodities. Monthly food vouchers
valued at Rs. 15,000 (US$ 40) are
being distributed to pregnant women
from some of the poorest
neighbourhoods, delivered alongside
antenatal care provided by the local
government.

“We are deeply grateful to the
Australian Government for this critical
funding. At a time when millions of
people are struggling to meet their
most basic food needs, and while
families’ coping capacities are being
stretched to the limit, we can avert a
worsening humanitarian crisis by
stepping up our response, now,” said
John Aylieff, WFP Regional Director
for Asia and the Pacific.

The Australian funding will help
WEP provide critical assistance to
the most at-risk Sri Lankans,
including pregnant and breastfeeding
women and school children. To
boost existing social safety net
programmes, WFP is working to
assist one million children through the

national school meal programme,
one million people participating in
the Thriposha programme - which
provides fortified food to mothers
and children, and one million people
in need of emergency food
assistance through food, cash or
vouchers.
Nearly five million people - or 22
percent of the Sri Lankan population
- are food insecure and in need of
assistance. Nutritious foods, such as
vegetables, fruits and protein-rich
products are now out of reach for
many low-income families. WFP’s
recent surveys indicated 86 percent
of families are resorting to at least
one coping mechanism, including
eating less, eating less nutritious food
and even skipping meals altogether.
The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world’s largest
humanitarian organization, saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.
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IFAD-funded project to help smallholder farmers

09 June 2022

Rome/Buenos Aires, 9 June 2022
— The UN’s International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
the Government of Argentina and
FONPLATA Development Bank
have launched a new rural
development project to help
smallholder farmers transition to
more resilient agroecology-based
production while also taking

the COVID-19 pandemic has
limited its capacity to recover from
economic recession and the poverty
rate is above 40 per cent. In this
context, the debate on food systems
has intensified, with growing demand
to promote a more resilient, inclusive
and sustainable agriculture,” said
Marco Camagni, IFAD’s Country
Director for Argentina. “The
transition to agroecology is one of

advantage of digital technologies to
improve their livelihoods and income.
The Promotion of Resilient and
Sustainable Agri-food Systems for
Family Farming Programme
(PROSAF) will have national
coverage, although it will prioritize
investments in northern Argentina.
The project will be executed by
Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries, with a total
investment of US$36.1 million
($13.1 million from IFAD, $13.3
million from FONPLATA
Development Bank, $6.7 million
from Argentina’s Government and a
$3 million worth of contributions
from beneficiaries).

PROSAF will directly benefit 16,610
rural families living in poverty (around
66,000 people), with a focus on
women (40 per cent of beneficiaries),
youth (30 per cent) and Indigenous
peoples (20 per cent).

“Although Argentina is one of the
biggest economies in Latin America,

the main ways to respond to this
demand, and the project will enable
family farmers to play a key role in
this transition.”

Lack of opportunity in the
countryside-especially for women
and youth-compounded by the
effects of climate change are leading
to continuing depopulation of
Argentina’s rural areas. This is a
threat to national food security and
could aggravate poverty and
economic constraints.

The main problems for the project’s
target population are its low
resilience capacity, due to inefficient
production systems with limited
sustainability, the diversification and
adaptation to climate change;
malnutrition, particularly among the
poorest groups; and limited access
to markets, innovations and
production support services.

In response, the project will finance
participatory plans to strengthen rural
organizations and networks; support

young people’s employment and
rural entrepreneurship; promote the
development of digital innovations
for market access and financial
inclusion; and develop alternative
ways to connect target groups with
local, national and international
markets.

PROSAF will also seek to enhance
public sector capacity, including
strengthening local, regional and
national authorities’ ability to supply
qualified technical assistance. It will
also facilitate dialogue spaces for the
formulation of proposals for public
investment schemes and policies.
The project will identify priority areas
on intervention in which rural poverty
overlaps with unmet basic needs; it
will work to improve the
employment and entrepreneurship
skills of rural youth and women, raise
access to digital innovations in
financing and commercialization
services and foster the
implementation of agroecological
practices. Technical assistance is
therefore key to attaining the end goal
of building smallholder farmers’
resilience to climate and economic
shocks.Since IFAD started
operating in Argentina in the 1980s,
the Fund has invested in nine projects
with a total value of nearly $ 408.36
million (around $ 142.5 1million from
IFAD funds), benefitting more than
100,000 rural families

Press release No.: IFAD/33/2022
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
— the United Nations food and
agriculture hub — IFAD invests in
rural people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food
security, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$23.2 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries. Last year,
TFAD-supported projects reached
an estimated 130 million people.
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UN’s IFAD signs letter of intent with China’s
Centre for International Agricultural Research

UN’s IFAD signs letter of intent
with China’s Centre for

International Agricultural
Research

15 June 2022

Beijing, 15 June 2022 - The UN’s
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and the Centre

for International Agricultural
Research (CIAR) of the Chinese
Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(CAAS) signed a letter of intent
today, detailing the conditions of a
strategic partnership between the
two organisations in their efforts to
jointly support rural revitalization in
China and globally.

During the signing ceremony, Matteo
Marchisio, IFAD Country Director
in China stated that, through the
partnership, the two
organisations intend to collaborate at
the project, national and global level.
The aim is to take advantage of each
organisation’s unique capacity and
expertise to build synergies in both
operational and strategic areas - and
to find ways to more effectively
respond to development issues in
rural areas, promote rural
revitalization, improving market
access for the poor, and overall
improve rural economies, in China
and elsewhere.

Professor Nie Fengying, Executive
Director of CIAR-CAAS expressed
her gratitude for the partnership with

IFAD, which is built on a solid
foundation of existing areas of
collaboration, including ongoing
IFAD-financed projects in Yunnan
and Hunan province, and various
joint knowledge and policy
engagement activities, such as the
recent study on the impact of the
COVID-19
pandemic on
the rural
economy in
China.
CIAR-CAAS
values the
opportunity to
work together
with IFAD in
promoting
"r ur al
revitalization
a n d
emphasised
the importance of capturing
knowledge and data generated
through internationally funded
projects, and used as a pillar for
South-South and Triangular
Cooperation.

At the operational level, through the
partnership, CIAR-CAAS will
support ongoing and future projects
within IFAD’s programme in China
through contributing to key activities
within the areas of monitoring and
evaluation (M&E) of project
performance. This includes technical
support at the project design stage
and conducting surveys throughout
the project cycle; supporting the
design and application of M&E tools
and technical support for data
analysis; and providing capacity
building in relevant areas.
CIAR-CAAS may further
collaborate with IFAD to carry out
research studies within relevant
thematic areas and to extract and
document knowledge from the
project portfolio in efforts to share
innovative ideas and experiential
lessons from project implementation,

which can be applied to IFAD’s
overall project effectiveness and to
inform policymaking. On a strategic
level, CIAR-CAAS may also be
involved in identifying relevant areas
of focus for future IFAD-funded
projects in China during the IFAD12
replenishment cycle.

The two organisations will continue
to explore new opportunities for
advancing cooperation, including in
the areas of knowledge
management, advocacy and
expanded involvement in IFAD-
financed projects in China and other
developing countries.
CIAR-CAAS is an academic
institute established by the Chinese
Government with the purpose of
promoting research in the field of
international agriculture cooperation
within the context of increasing
globalization, economic integration
and shared common vision of
developing rural areas around the
world and improving the living
standards of people living in rural
areas.

Since 1981, IFAD has supported
China in a total of 33 rural
development projects implemented
in 23 provinces and regions, with a
total cost of US$3 billion. IFAD
contributed over $1 billion of these
costs by way of loan or grant. The
interventions have directly
benefitted more than 20 million poor
and vulnerable people from more
than 4.5 million rural households in
China.

Press Release No.: IFAD/37/2022
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
— the United Nations food and
agriculture hub — IFAD invests in
rural people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food
security, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US3$23.2 billion in grants.
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WEFP urges G7: ‘Act now or record hunger

WEFP urges G7: ‘Act now or record
hunger will continue to rise and
millions more will face starvation’
The World Food Programme is
launching Five Calls to Action to
address today’s record-high
humanitarian needs as leaders from
Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the US, and UK prepare to
meet —ending conflict is high on the
agenda

21 June 2022, WFP Staff

Yemen: Displaced children at a

distribution point in
Mokha. Photo: WFP/Annabel
Symington

In Schloss Elmau next week (26~
28 June), Germany will host
leaders from fellow G7 countries —
Canada, France, Italy, Japan, the
US, and UK — and we have one
message: act now or the
unprecedented levels of hunger we
are seeing will only continue to rise.

South Sudan: A WFP Scope
registration in Ayod village, Jonglei
state. Photo: WFP/Eulalia Berlanga
The world is facing a global hunger

crisis of unprecedented
proportions — we are at a critical
crossroads. Up to 50 million people
in 45 countries are on the brink of
famine.

Either we rise to the challenge of
meeting immediate needs at scale
while at the same time supporting
programmes that build long-term
resilience, or millions will face
catastrophe.

We have a plan —the most ambitious
in WFP’s history — that requires
US$22.2 billion to both save lives
and build resilience for 152 million
people in 2022. G7 countries are
critical partners on the road to ending
conflicts —which are a key driver of
hunger.

Shortly before the conflict in
Ukraine, WFP warned 2022 would
present record levels of food
insecurity, placing millions of people
in mortal danger as the intersection
of conflict, climate change, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and rising
food and fuel costs caused
devastation in countries such as
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Somalia,
South Sudan, and Yemen.

The situation has since significantly
deteriorated.

Ethiopia: People in Dabat receive
wheat sourced from Ukraine at a
WFP distribution point in March.
Photo: WFP/Claire Nevill

With 345 million people facing acute
food insecurity, words are important
—but what we really need is action.
The G7 has the potential to pull
people back from the brink of

starvation and put an end to immense
human suffering.

There remains the problem of how.
We are not politicians. We are
humanitarians. We cannot tell
politicians what to do and what
decisions to take. But it is our job to
alert the global community to what we
are witnessing as we work to save
and change lives in more than 120
countries with. ..

WEFP’s 5 calls to action

1. Commit to political solutions to
end conflicts now — including the
immediate reopening of all Black
Sea ports

2. Ensure trade is open to deliver
grains, oil and fuel

3. Support and join global and
regional initiatives to combat global
hunger and food insecurity

4. Fill WFP’s current funding gap
to ensure that today’s crises do not
multiply or increase the number of
people facing hunger around the
globe

5. Invest in strategic development
solutions that build resilient
communities and foster climate
actions, social protection, and
sustainable food systems, allowing
humanitarian and development
organizations to change lives over
the long term. In this way, we will
set the world on a path towards
broader stability and peace.
WEFP’s funding needs are increasing
by the day. At the start of the year,
global inflation had already pushed the
price WFP paid for its operations up
by US$42 million a month. Then the
conflict in Ukraine erupted, driving up
food, fuel and fertilizer prices,
compounding global supply chain
challenges and pushing the cost of
shipping up.

Today, we are being forced to pay
US$73.6 million more a month for
operations than in 2019 —a staggering
44 percentrise. This is enough to feed
4 million people with a daily ration for
one month.
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starvation. Soon, many will be forced
to flee their homes in search of food
and safety, destabilizing entire
countries and regions.

To date, an incredible 7.5 million
people have fled Ukraine, mirroring
the ongoing plight of people in
countries such as Ethiopia,
Mozambique, and the Sahel —peace
is the only sustainable way
forward. Sudan: High-energy biscuits
are distributed to refugees from
Ethiopia in Basunga village, Gadaref.
Photo: WFP/Niema Abdelmageed
Fostering independence

We must continue to build resilience
by investing in development solutions
so that people facing hunger are
equipped with everything they need
to become independent over the long
term. This includes helping farmers
adapt to the challenges of climate
change, providing training for
livelihoods and skills, while facilitating
school meals programmes to
incentivize parents to ensure their
children —girls in particularly — are
equipped with a formal education.
Haiti: A soil conservation project in
Paul Atrel in the Nord-Ouest
Department. Photo: WFP/Theresa
Piorr

The way forward :

Germany has launched the Global
Alliance for Food Security (GAFS)
to further bolster structures,
mechanisms and initiatives already in
place to ensure they are “fit for
purpose” and can meet today’s

humanitarian needs.
France launched the Food and
Agriculture Resilience

Mission (FARM) to boost global
agricultural production and reach the
most vulnerable with crucial foods, at
afair and transparent price.

WEFP and partners work daily to
ensure the right systems and tools are
in place to address these needs —but
partnership is key. We are asking the
G7 to commit to our Five Calls to
Action and to work together to deliver
lasting solutions for peace. Statements
of intent are welcome — but now is
the time to act.

WEP Response in Sri Lanka
amid escalating food crisis

COLOMBO —The United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP)
today began distributing food
vouchers to pregnant women in
underserved districts of Colombo,
marking the start of WFP’s
emergency response in the country.
WFP is working to provide life-

saving food, cash and voucher
assistance to three million of the
most vulnerable people who can no
longer meet their food needs due
to Sri Lanka’s unprecedented
€conomic Crisis.

The monthly vouchers are valued
at Rs.15,000 (US$ 40) and will
enable more than 2,000 women to
buy much-needed food, and are
delivered alongside antenatal care
provided by the Public Health
Division of the Colombo Municipal
Council (CMC).

Food inflation in Colombo set a
record high of 57.4 percent in May,
and widespread shortages of fuel
for cooking and transport means
poor families are struggling to afford
food. Nearly five million people, or
22 percent of the Sri Lankan
population, are food insecure and
in need of assistance. Nutritious
foods, such as vegetables, fruits and
protein-rich products are now out
of reach for many low-income
families. WFP’s recent surveys
indicated 86 percent of families are
resorting to at least one coping
mechanism, including eating less,
eating less nutritious food and even
skipping meals altogether.

“Pregnant mothers need to eat
nutritious meals every day, but the
poorest find it harder and harder to
afford the basics. When they skip
meals they’re putting their and their
children’s health at risk,” said Anthea
Webb, WFP Deputy Regional
Director for Asia and the Pacific from
Colombo.

“Poor families in
cities and those
who work on
estates have seen
their incomes
plummet while
market prices
have soared.
Each day that
passes sees an
increase in food
and fuel prices globally, making it vital
that we act now,” she noted.

WEFP has long supported the Sri
Lankan Government’s national
nutrition programmes, but they are
severely constrained by the economic
crisis. To bolster existing social safety
net programmes, WFP’s emergency
response programme aims to assist
one million children through the
national school meal programme, one
million people participating in
the Thriposha programme which
provides nutritionally-fortified food to
mothers and children, and one million
people in need of emergency food
rations through food, cash or
vouchers.

WFP’s response is part of
the Humanitarian Needs and
Priorities Plan launched by the UN
in Sri Lanka on 09 June which called
for US$ 47 million to provide life-
saving assistance to 1.7 million
people from June to September.
Given its concern that food and
nutrition needs will persist beyond
September, WFP estimates it will
require US $60 million to assist three
million people from June through
December 2022.
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