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; Breaking the plastic cycle in agricultu;e

Agricultural value chains used
12.5 million tonnes of plastic
products in plant and animal pro-
duction and 37.3 million tonnes
in food packaging in 2019. We
need new solutions that provide
many of plastic's benefits in a
more sustainable way.
05/06/2023
We need to talk about plastics.
Plastic products have become a
convenient tool in many areas of
life, and agriculture is no differ-
ent. Plastics are used for every-
thing from seedling trays and ir-
rigation tubing to pesticide con-
tainers and livestock feed bags.
However, their proliferation has
led to mounting environmental
problems that threaten soil health,
water quality and human well-
being.

In late 2021, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) released a
landmark report assessing the use
of plastics in agriculture. The re-
port calculated that, in 2019, ag-
ricultural value chains used 12.5
million tonnes of plastic products
in plant and animal production
and 37.3 million tonnes in food
packaging.

"We estimated that crop produc-
tion and livestock sectors together
contributed 10 million tonnes,
followed by fisheries and
aquaculture with 2.1 million
tonnes and forestry with 0.2 mil-
lion tonnes," said Richard
Thompson, FAO Agricultural
Plastics and Sustainability Spe-
cialist and one of the authors of
the report.

"The global demand for green-
house, mulching and silage films
is also projected to increase by
about 50 percent by 2030," he
added.

Only a small fraction of agricul-
tural plastics is collected and re-
cycled; most are buried or

landfilled, negatively impacting
ecosystems, biodiversity and hu-
man health.

The afterlife of agricultural plas-
tics

But where does all this plastic go
once it has served its purpose?
Existing data suggests that only a
small fraction of agricultural plas-
tics is collected and recycled,
while most are buried or
landfilled, resulting in negative
impacts to  ecosystems,

biodiversity and human health.

Alarmingly, many plastics aren't
disposed of at all. A good exam-
ple is mulching films, which
farmers commonly use to cover
the soil to help regulate tempera-
ture, conserve moisture and sup-
press weed growth. These films
can be difficult to retrieve after
harvesting, often leaving plastic
residues in the soil that lead to
erosion, reduced water infiltration
and decreased microbial activity.
Abandoned plastics have a ten-
dency to degrade into smaller par-
ticles known as microplastics.
Microplastics can accumulate in
the soil and harm beneficial or-
ganisms, such as earthworms and
mycorrhizal fungi, which are es-
sential for healthy soils and plant
growth. They can also transfer

and accumulate in food chains,
threatening food safety, food se-
curity and potentially human
health.

"We need to better monitor the
quantities of plastic products that
are used and that leak into the en-
vironment and to promote more
responsible models in agriculture,
such as the sustainable and circu-
lar bioeconomy," according to
Lev Neretin, FAO leader of the
Bioeconomy for Sustainable
Food and Agriculture pro-

gramme.
Bioeconomy potential
Sustainable and circular

bioeconomy - built on responsi-
ble and efficient use of renewable
biological resources such as
plants, algae, fungi and bacteria -
offers promising solutions to im-
prove the sustainability of plas-
tics used in agriculture.

Upstream, this could be as sim-
ple as removing plastics in some
cases, for instance using cover
crops and plant residues such as
straw instead of plastic mulches.
But it could also mean using bio-
based plastics, which are fully or
partially made from biological
resources. Bio-based plastics can
be less toxic and have a lower
environmental and carbon foot-
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print than their petroleum-based
equivalents. However, some is-
sues remain with the cost, waste
separation, biodegradability and
compostability of bio-based plas-
tics.

That is why biodegradable and
compostable options - those that
can be broken down by naturally
occurring microorganisms such
as bacteria and fungi - are still
recommended for some agricul-
tural systems and fishing opera-
tions, especially where plastics
cannot be avoided in the first
place, cannot be replaced with
reusable or more durable materi-
als and cannot be easily retrieved.
Looking further downstream,
bioremediation - in which living
organisms such as plants and bac-
teria are used to reduce contami-
nation from microplastics and
other pollutants - is an innovative
example of a promising
bioeconomy application that can
help us tackle pollution. Several
studies have confirmed that some
microorganisms and plants can
remove micro- and nano-plastics
from soil or water.

What FAO is doing ?

Given that much plastic waste can
be attributed to agrifood systems,
FAO is increasingly designing
solutions and supporting govern-
ments in sustainably managing
agricultural plastics. A good ex-
ample 1s the "Financing
Agrochemical Reduction and
Management" (GEF FARM)
project, funded by the Global
Environment Facility, through
which FAO is supporting Kenya
and Uruguay to strengthen their
enabling policies and regulatory
frameworks to reduce and im-
prove management of
agrochemicals and plastics used
in agriculture.

In fisheries, the GloLitter Partner-
ships programme, which FAO is
co-leading with Norway and the
International Maritime Organiza-

tion, assists developing countries,
including Small Islands Develop-
ing States (SIDS) and Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs), in
identifying opportunities for the
prevention and reduction of ma-
rine litter. The programme is sup-
porting capacity building; policy
and institutional reforms; port
waste management measures;
prevention of dumping of fishing
gear; and scaling up of public-pri-
vate partnerships and best prac-
tices.

Bio-based plastics or biodegrad-
able options, such as non-edible
banana residues, offer promising
solutions to 1improve the
sustainability of plastics used in
agriculture. FAO is supporting
countries to enact a legally bind-

ing treaty to end plastic pollution.
On the horizon :

With plastics high on the environ-
mental agenda, FAO is now sup-
porting countries in the ongoing
deliberations of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiating Committee to
develop a legally binding treaty
to end plastic pollution. FAO is
also taking the global lead to de-
velop a new Voluntary Code of
Conduct on the sustainable use of
plastics in agriculture.
Meanwhile, the rest of us can play
our part too. There are plenty of
innovative and creative solutions
for tackling plastic pollution and
its impacts on human and envi-
ronmental health. Together, let's
beat plastic pollution!

HAfgas Arfr awfia g=aT

q. YA, HAAH AR |

FRATTeT ST ToTeTde AT STeAHT FRTeweh! el 17 |
qEATE FATAT, ATR AT AT |

2. forerar afguet, @ifaTsr @rverEs T |
3. 9Tg, TS @A e et
¥, FHITET A, AT TI9GT |

HY T ATAH

gifach sTier | atiaep atfet !
T AT faehTa 1% I9TeT AT ATHINTF SCATAAT TaT
qATST Se¢THT AT HEAT: TaIR=H AN fSHeb!
TS AR ¥ AT AT SAANSeh! (FHIT 1
T fAARTATE &% SMeREdl B | TAHNT (HATers fdd
TH TR AT agas ATqrard Jar gard T
FHTIHT FEART T I HETHT O TeXT BaTsia, HATasI
YT qUTH RTeT T TRIETET elad AR B |
ATl HTDY
Fifefer QAT AT ATATATT HATAT

e faamT

FY T 050 AT (Krishi Journal-2023 (may-june) I




Fisherfolk in Peru preserve mangroves and
ocean resources through co-management

Communities join hands with the
government to safeguard the en-
vironment and livelihoods

Communities in Peru work with
local authorities to manage the
unique marine ecosystems on
which their environment and live-
lihoods depend. The Global En-
vironment Facility-funded, FAO
Coastal Fisheries Initiative has
built the capacity of the commu-

tions.

The Consortium is an engine for
change in supporting the
sustainability and biodiversity of
the Tumbes National Mangrove
Sanctuary, which is also a pilot
site of the Coastal Fisheries Ini-
tiative (CFI) - a programme co-
ordinated by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and funded

nity to ensure that they can over-
see their ecosystems in a sustain-
able and productive way.
08/06/2023

Jhon Puse Arroyo has spent his
life as a traditional red crab har-
vester in the Tumbes National
Mangrove Sanctuary, which
stretches for close to 3 000 hec-
tares along the Peruvian coast
near the border with Ecuador.

"I learned this profession from my
father, who gained his livelihood
in the mangroves for our entire
family - my mother and my six
siblings," says Jhon.

Now aged 40, Jhon not only
works as ared crab harvester him-
self but is also vice-president of
the Northeast Peru Mangroves
Consortium, which is made up of
fisher and harvester organiza-

by the Global Environment Facil-
ity (GEF).

Mangrove forests lie on the bor-
der between land and sea. They
act as carbon sinks, water filters
and natural buffers against storms
and erosion. They are also havens
for a wealth of biodiversity, from
mangrove mussels to mojarra
fish, from herons to anteaters,
from algae to pollinator bees.
Here in Peru, the mangroves also
harbor many species of crusta-
ceans and mollusks - such as red
crabs and 'concha negra' clams
that live in the mud among their
roots. These are key sources of
food and livelihoods for fishers
and fish workers like Jhon and
others in his community.

Jhon is noticing a difference in the
mangroves now though. "Before

we only spent three or four hours
in the mangroves, now we need
five or six hours [to find the same
amount of crabs]," he says.
Resources have been dwindling.
For the past 15 years, rising sea
temperatures, excessive rainfall,
runoff from local farms and pol-
lution from nearby towns are af-
fecting the quantity and
biodiversity of animals and plants
in the mangroves.

"There is a difference between
the past and the present. As a
community, we want the man-
grove ecosystem to return to the
way it was in the days of our par-
ents and grandparents," proclaims
Jhon.

Resources have been dwindling
for the past 15 years. The com-
munity and government authori-
ties are now monitoring and man-
aging their marine resources more
closely, protecting ecosystems
while ensuring that communities
can maintain their livelihoods.
Co-management for
sustainability, today and tomor-
row

In a bid to preserve and restore
their vital natural resources, the
fisherfolk of the Consortium have
entered into a 20-year agreement
with Peru's national protected ar-
eas authority, SERNANP, to co-
manage the Tumbes National
Mangrove Sanctuary.

"This was the first such agreement
ever signed with fisher and har-
vester associations, and it marked
a milestone for conservation and
for our country," says Rosa
Garcia, the head of the Tumbes
National Mangrove Sanctuary.
Under the terms of the agreement,
the Consortium members moni-
tor and manage their resources,
maintain biodiversity and forest
cover, run an eco-tourism busi-
ness and a seafood processing
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unit.

They also conduct educational
campaigns and participate in sci-
entific research to restock de-
pleted specieswith Tumbes Na-
tional University and Incabiotec,
a private biotechnology lab for
sustainable development.

They have acquired the business,
environmental, managerial and
scientific skills required to co-
manage the site with knowledge
they have accumulated thanks to
capacity building workshops of-
fered by the Coastal Fisheries Ini-
tiative over the years.

Jhon Puse (left), vice-president of
the Northeastern Peru Mangroves
Consortium, wants to bring the
mangroves back to the way they
were in the time of his parents and
grandparents. Co-management
benefits local communities, sup-
ports regional development, con-
serves biodiversity and safe-
guards ocean resources.

In Peru, the Coastal Fisheries Ini-
tiative is implemented by the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), under the
lead of the Ministry of Environ-
ment and the participation of the
Ministry of Production and the
regional governments of Tumbes
and Piura.

Jhon says the fishers and harvest-
ers are already noticing the dif-
ference.

"Now we know that we can take
lab-grown concha negra clam lar-
vae to the mangroves, and they
will adapt and grow," Jhon says.
"We carried out this research at a
CFlpilot site in the sanctuary, and
we noticed that the concha negra
population has increased."
Participatory monitoring and sur-
veillance must be based on strong
community organizations col-
laborating with the government to
co-manage the ecosystems. They
have learned these ecosystem
management skills through ca-

pacity building workshops run by
the Coastal Fisheries Initiative
over the years, he says.

"We think this inclusive manage-
ment model is the most sustain-
able over time," says Marco Are-
nas, who heads the Functional
Operational Unit of Participative
Management at SERNANP.

"It benefits local communities,
supports regional development
and conserves biodiversity," he
says. "It is only by generating op-
portunities for local communities
that we can guarantee conserva-

tion."

World Oceans Day is an impor-
tant occasion to recognize how
critical our marine resources are
to so many communities.

"On World Oceans Day we say
the most important thing is the
will to protect our seas and our
mangroves. Each fisherman must
collaborate on an individual
level," says Jhon.

"The mangroves mean life for all
ofus, and that's why we must pro-
tect them," he says.

Increasing risk of hunger

Horn of Africa.

including below-average rains in the Dry Corridor of
Central America, and raises the spectre of consecutive
extreme climatic events hitting areas of the Sahel and the

Increasing risk of hunger in
hotspot areas as the Sudan crisis
spills over into subregion and El
Nifio looms - warns new UN re-
port

Burkina Faso, Haiti, Mali and the
Sudan have been elevated to the

highest alert level to join Afghani-
stan, Nigeria, Somalia, South Su-
dan and Yemen.

Rome : Acute food insecurity is
set to increase in magnitude and
severity in 18 hunger "Hotspots"
comprising a total of 22 countries,
a new UN early warning report
has found. The report spotlights
the risk of a spill-over of the Su-

dan crisis - raising the risk of
negative impacts in neighbouring
countries, shows that deepening
economic shocks continue to
drive low- and middle-income
nations deeper into crisis, and
warns that a likely El Nifio cli-

ing fears of climate extremes in
vulnerable countries around the
globe.

The report also found that many
hotspots are facing growing hun-
ger and highlights the worrying
multiplier effect that simultane-
ous and overlapping shocks are
having on acute food insecurity.

continue ...... 33
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A New Dal%‘:Ag&A with

the people

Summers in Tunisia are gruelling.
Like much of the region, the
North African country is up
against increasing temperatures
and aridity, reduced rainfall and
rising sea levels. A vicious cock-
tail of extreme weather condi-
tions.

Nowhere are the impacts of cli-
mate change more obvious tha
across the country's rural ex-
panse. From the southern tow
of Médenine to Siliana in the
north - residents say they onl
see rain once a year. Not nearl
enough for crops to grow or fo
small-scale farmers to make
ends meet.
IFAD's new film, 'A New Day',
tells the story of Tunisia's rural
people and is a testament to thei
resilience as they battle to adapt!
to our changing weather. The
film's soundtrack - Ninag
Simone's song 'Feeling Good' -
is a reminder that the world mus
persist in the face of adversity.
Two such people are PRODEFIL
project participants, Sassia
Kharchoufi (SK) and Youssef
Selmi (YS). We spoke to them
from Beni Khaddeche, a town in
southeast Tunisia, about their
daily struggles, as well as their
hopes and dreams for the future.
Q: What does your day-to-day
look like?

SK: My day-to-day has changed
quite a bit from a few years ago. |
used to earn just DT 310 (US$
100) a month by selling ewes.
These days, I'm very busy running
my weaving business. [ supervise
the four looms and the sewing
machine I got thanks to
PRODEFIL and spend a good
deal of time training four young
women to weave carpets, scarves
and other items. I hope that they
too can one day become finan-
cially independent, like me. I con-

A

tinue to travel to fairs to show-
case my products, it brings me a
lot of joy. But most of all, I get
joy from spending time with my
husband and four children.

Y'S: My day starts quite early at 5
am. As times, it can be tough, but
I am motivated to provide for my
wife and five children so they can

|

live a happy life and have what
they need. First, I feed my sheep
and goats, then I head out in
search of day labour to supple-
ment my income. This usually
means working on larger farms
and doing manual tasks, like haul-
ing hay and construction work.
When I get back from work, I go
back to tending to the cattle. My
day doesn't usually end before 5
pm. At this point, I get great pleas-
ure in spending time with my
family.

Q: What are the biggest chal-
lenges you face in making a liv-
ing?

SK: Despite my successes, I still
face many challenges. Taking part
in fairs is important to grow my
business, but it is not always easy
because transportation is not read-
ily available in my area.

Also, I often feel the pressure of
familial responsibility. It is never

Ny

supports

easy for a woman to balance work
and family.

But the biggest challenge of all is
our society's mindset. Making
people accept that rural women
have a right to work has not been
easy, but [ won't give up. My de-
termination, coupled with the fi-
nancial support I've received, are

helping me on the road to success.
YS: I'm getting increasingly wor-
ried about the availability and
price of feed for my livestock. I'm
relying on it more and more these
days because, as our climate gets
hotter and drier due to climate
change, my livestock are spend-
ing more time in pens instead of
grazing. Not only does this mean
I'have to source feed, but my costs
of keeping livestock are rising.

I am really starting to feel the fi-
nancial fallout of the climate cri-
sis, and I cannot shoulder these
costs on my own. I worry that
soon I will not be able to have
livestock of my own, which
means my family lose not only a
source of income but also an im-
portant source of food. I'm doing
what I can to avoid this situation,
but I need support. Small-scale
farmers on the frontline of climate
change need the world's help.
continue..... 36
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" France champions ambitious call to
fund IFAD to ensure long-term

22 June 2023

During the Summit for a New
Global Financing Pact, held in
Paris 22-23 June, France's Presi-
dent, Emmanuel Macron, called
on global leaders to substantially
increase their contributions to the
United Nations International
Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment (IFAD) at a time when
boosting agricultural develop-
ment and climate adaptation is
critical to future global food se-
curity and stability. France an-
nounced it will champion IFAD's
current resource mobilization ef-
forts to bring the world closer to
zero hunger and meet the Sustain-
able Development Goals.

Over the next year its 177 mem-
ber states will define the strate-
gic priorities and commit funds
to IFAD for its work in 2025-
2027. France also announced it
will host a landmark and final
fund raising session of the re-
plenishment in Paris in Decem-
ber 2023. In line with discus-
sions at the Paris Summit, an
ambitious IFAD replenishment
is key to channelling more fund-"
ing to some of the world's poor-
est rural populations and small-
scale farmers who are essential
to long lasting global food secu-
rity and poverty reduction.

"My priority is to ensure [FAD is
resourced to meet the aggravat-
ing food crisis worldwide, while
also contributing to fighting pov-
erty and inequality, especially in
rural areas, and supporting cli-
mate action for the most vulner-
able ones. I urge the global com-
munity to come together in Paris
next December for the next re-
plenishment session, to ensure we
fund their vital work," said
France's President Emmanuel
MACRON.

IFAD has launched a call to mo-

bilize at least US $10 billion to
strengthen and transform food
systems and boost climate adap-
tation, food security and incomes
for 110 million small-scale farm-
ers. They produce one third of the
world's food and up to 70 percent
ofthe food in low and middle-in-
come countries. While they are
key to feeding a growing world
population, they disproportion-
ately suffer from hunger, poverty
and the impacts of climate
change. Investments to boost pro-
duction, build resilience to cli-
mate change and provide access
to knowledge, markets and tech-
nologies, can lift rural
populations out of poverty and

A NEW GLOBAL |
FINAN

I

hunger. Investing in agriculture is
two to three times more effective
at reducing poverty than invest-
ment in any other sector.

This is why IFAD needs govern-
ments to step up their funding
now.

"An investment in [FAD is an in-
vestment in the world's most pow-
erful asset - its farmers who are
key to protecting the environment
and feeding a growing world. By
financing a stronger IFAD, lead-
ers can send a clear message that
the world is serious about stem-
ming hunger and supporting na-

tions who are crippled by rising
debt," said Alvaro LARIO, Presi-
dent of IFAD.

IFAD's replenishment is taking
place against a backdrop of ris-
ing hunger and poverty world-
wide. Undernourishment, af-
fected one in ten people in 2021
due to the combined effects of
climate change, conflicts,
biodiversity loss and economic
disruptions caused by the COVID
19 pandemic. This crisis was am-
plified by the outbreak of Russia's
war of aggression in Ukraine.

"I don't need to tell you how ur-
gent the need is. Eight hundred
million women, children and
men are too hungry to live nor-

LI-H"HE;I.I*.I'EI!-LI pACTE
FIN IER MONDIAL

mal and productive lives. The
people who grow our food do not
have enough to feed themselves.
I am grateful to see this leader-
ship from France- the world's
farmers are depending on us all
to take action this December and
this leadership, now, matters
more than ever, " said UN Good-
will Ambassador, Sabrina
Dhowre Elba.

France has long championed sus-
tainable agriculture as key to
eliminate hunger and poverty and
protect the earth's climate and
biodiversity. France is a founding

FY T 050 AT (Krishi Journal-2023 (may-june)

IR



member of [FAD and the 2nd
largest contributor to its ongoing
funding cycle (2022-2024). For
almost 45 years, IFAD has stood
by the side of small-scale produc-
ers and rural populations who are
essential contributors to local
food systems.

Between 2019 and 2021, IFAD
investments increased the in-
comes of 77 million people liv-
ing in rural areas, and strength-
ened the food resilience of 38
million people. To achieve this,
IFAD mobilizes public and pri-
vate investments in agriculture
and rural enterprise development,
transforming each dollar of con-
tribution from member states into
six dollars of investment in the
field.

This is why in 2022, France and
the EU joined forces with IFAD
to launch the "FARM" (Food and
Agriculture Resilience Mission)
initiative to promote the resilience
and sustainability of food sys-
tems in the countries hardest hit
by the food crisis resulting from
the war in Ukraine. With finan-
cial support from France, IFAD
is hosting the secretariat for the
3rd pillar of the initiative, whose
mission is to strengthen coordi-
nation between donors and na-
tional partners to increase sus-
tainable agricultural production.
Note to editors:

The quantity of Official Develop-
ment Aid (ODA) directed at agri-
culture has been stagnant at 4 to
6% of ODA for at least two dec-
ades. Small-scale farmers receive
less than 2% of global climate fi-
nance, globally.

Last February IFAD launched its
13th replenishment calling for
increased investments in small-
scale farmers and rural
populations across developing
countries. IFAD's resources are
replenished every three years by
Member States. Find out more:
I[FAD13

Press release No.: IFAD/60/2023
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in
Rome - the United Nations food
and agriculture hub - IFAD in-
vests in rural people, empower-
ing them to reduce poverty, in-
crease food security, improve nu-
trition and strengthen resilience.

Since 1978, we have provided
more than US$24 billion in grants
and low-interest loans to fund
projects in developing countries.
A wide range of photographs and
broadcast-quality video content of
IFAD's work in rural communi-
ties are available for download
from our Image Bank..

Increasing .......

Conflict, climate extremes, and
economic shocks continue to
drive more and more communi-
ties into crisis.

dyuThe report - 'Hunger Hotspots
- FAO-WFP early warnings on
acute food insecurity’ - issued to-
day by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) and the United Na-
tions World Food Programme
(WFP) calls for urgent humani-
tarian action to save lives and
livelihoods and prevent starvation
and death in hotspots where acute
hunger is at a high risk of wors-
ening from June to November
2023.

"Business-as-usual pathways are
no longer an option in today's risk
landscape if we want to achieve
global food security for all, ensur-
ing that no one is left behind."
said QU Dongyu, FAO Director-
General.

"We need to provide immediate
time-sensitive agricultural inter-
ventions to pull people from the
brink of hunger, help them rebuild
their lives, and provide long-term
solutions to address the root
causes of food insecurity. Invest-
ing in disaster risk reduction in
the agriculture sector can unlock
significant resilience dividends
and must be scaled up," he added.
"Not only are more people in
more places around the world
going hungry, but the severity of
the hunger they face is worse than

ever," said Cindy McCain, WFP's
Executive Director.

"This report makes it clear: we
must act now to save lives, help
people adapt to a changing cli-
mate, and ultimately prevent fam-
ine. If we don't, the results will
be catastrophic," McCain warned.
The report warns of a major risk
of El Niflo conditions, which
meteorologists forecast to emerge
by mid-2023 with an 82 percent
probability. The expected shift in
climate patterns will have signifi-
cant implications for several
hotspots, including below-aver-
age rains in the Dry Corridor of
Central America, and raises the
spectre of consecutive extreme
climatic events hitting areas of the
Sahel and the Horn of Africa.
The spill-over from the crisis in
the Sudan is driving massive
population displacement and hun-
ger among people forced from
their homes in search of refuge
and those hosting them - the re-
port warns. More than one mil-
lion people are expected to flee
the country while an additional
2.5 million inside the Sudan set
to face acute hunger in coming
months.

The Sudan was already hosting
over one million refugees and if
the conflict persists hundreds of
thousands are likely to return to
their counties of origin many of
which are already in the grips of
underfunded and protracted refu-
gee crises, compounded by social,
political and economic stressors.
Supply routes for commercial and
continue ...... 35-36
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World Food Programme's
Executive Director Cindy McCain

For Halima, the violence and in-
stability had been even more dev-
astating than the vicious drought.
As she said to me: "Even if you
have everything you need, you
cannot live in a place with con-
flict."

I am here, today, to tell the Coun-
cil that Halima and her family -
and the countless thousands like
her - urgently need help and hope.
Somalia was hauled back from the
abyss of famine in 2022, because
the international community saw
the warning signs flashing red and
raced to respond. Donors funded
an unprecedented humanitarian
scale-up.

But now we are in danger of los-
ing the precious gains we have
made since those dark days last
year.

The violence and instability
which scars the country has de-
stroyed much of the infrastructure
needed to support food produc-
tion and distribution.

What hasn't been wrecked by con-
flict has been consumed by So-
malia's climate crisis - which its
people did not cause. The long-
est drought on record killed mil-
lions of livestock and decimated
crops. It has recently given way
to disastrous flash floods in the
south of the country.

Inevitably, huge numbers of peo-
ple have been forced from their
homes and lands in search of food
and safety. Since the start of 2022,
conflict has triggered over one
million internal displacements.
Climate disasters have fueled a
further 2.1 million displacements
over the past three years.
Continually having to move has
left people impoverished, trauma-
tized and hungry.

The latest food security data show
that food insecurity is spiraling
across Somalia. Over 6.6 million

Remarks at Security Council open
debate on SomaliaMr. President,
thank you for inviting me to brief
the Security Council on the dire
hunger emergency unfolding in
Somalia. This is my first time be-
fore the Council since joining the
World Food Programme, and I
welcome the opportunity to con-
tribute to your vital work.

I went to Somalia just last month,
and I saw for myself how conflict

and climate change are con-
spiring to destroy the lives and
livelihoods of millions of Soma-
lis. I was horrified and heartbro-
ken by what I witnessed - vio-
lence, fear and starvation are the
daily reality there.

I spoke with mothers in a camp
for internally displaced people in
Dolow. The women there told me
stories of entire herds of livestock
being wiped out in the droughts.
Terrorists recruiting children as
young as 11. And the dangers they
faced every day as they fight to
survive.

One woman I met, Halima, told
me she had fled 200 kilometers
from her home in Garsaal, with
her family of ten, to protect her
young sons. She said armed
groups had been taking boys from
their families by force to join their
ranks, killing anyone who re-
fused.

people - one-third of the popula-
tion - are expected to face crisis
or worse levels of hunger. This in-
cludes 40,000 people fighting for
survival in famine-like condi-
tions.
Even worse, 1.8 million children
are expected to suffer acute mal-
nutrition in 2023.
Mr. President, we need a five-
pronged action plan to address the
serious and growing emergency in
Somalia.
First, I call
on all Mem-
ber States to
immediately
contribute to
the humani-
tarian re-
sponse plan
% for Somalia,
-l which is se-
 riously un-
; derfunded.
i At  WFP,
we're forced
to cut back on our life-saving as-
sistance programs, just when
they're needed the most.
By December 2022, we were
reaching a record 4.7 million peo-
ple per month with food assist-
ance - thanks to donors' efforts to
stop famine in its tracks.
But at the end of April, we had to
reduce our caseload to 3 million
per month. And without an imme-
diate cash injection, we'll have to
cut our distribution lists again in
July to just 1.8 million per month.
That's almost three million
women, children and men who
will be denied the assistance they
desperately need, simply because
we do not have the money to feed
them.
If we get the funds we need, we
will reverse these life-threatening
cuts and continue supporting the
millions who rely on WFP for
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survival.

Second, we all need to work to-
gether to ensure life-saving hu-
manitarian assistance reaches the
people of Somalia. This means
ensuring operations are run with
maximum efficiency to stretch
every donor dollar as far as pos-
sible.

WEFP has the largest presence of
any UN agency in Somalia, with
13 offices across the country. We
are working hard - with our do-
nors, partners and the government
of Somalia - to ensure our assist-
ance reaches those we know are
in greatest need.

Third, food assistance must be
matched with investments to re-
build livelihoods, strengthen re-
silience and support climate ad-
aptation programs. These proven
solutions are the only way to fi-
nally break the vicious cycle of
hunger and poverty which has so
many Somalis in its grip.
Fourth, the Council must spear-
head efforts to secure unimpeded
humanitarian access to all vulner-
able communities in Somalia. Too
often, civilians living in territo-
ries controlled by armed groups
are cut off from humanitarian as-
sistance, because access is denied
or the safety of aid workers is
threatened.

This has to end - too many lives
are at stake.

Fifth, and finally, we all have to
work together to find political
solutions to create stability and
peace in Somalia. This is what the
exhausted people of Somalia
want and need, above all.

WEFP is ready to play our full part
and help Somalia lay the founda-
tions for long-term food security,
and an end to the scourge of hun-
ger.

But peace requires political will
and leadership. We look to the
Security Council to please pro-
vide it for Halima - and all the
other people of Somalia.

relief goods in and out of Port
Sudan are being disrupted by in-
security, putting in jeopardy hu-
manitarian assistance flows and
regional relief efforts, the report
notes. Disruptions to trade, cross-
border commercial activities, and
supply chains risk also driving up
prices and inflation and depleting
foreign exchange reserves in sev-
eral countries - particularly in
South Sudan - a country that re-
lies on Port Sudan for both com-
mercial and humanitarian im-
ports, as well as vital oil exports.
The report warns that displace-
ment into neighbouring countries
and disruptions to trade risk also
driving tensions among displaced
people, those hosting them and
new arrivals, as many hard-hit
countries are already grappling
with significant numbers of dis-
placed people competing for lim-
ited livelihood and labour oppor-
tunities - particularly Chad and
South Sudan - where fragile so-
ciopolitical environments are at
risk of deteriorating.

Mounting Economic Risks :
Economic shocks and stressors
continue to drive acute hunger in
almost all hotspots, reflecting glo-
bal trends that are carrying over
from 2022 when economic risks
were driving hunger in more
countries and for more people
than conflict was. These risks are
largely linked to the socioeco-
nomic fallout from the COVID-
19 pandemic and the ripple effect
from the war in Ukraine.

2023 is expected to bring a glo-
bal economic slowdown amid
monetary tightening in high-in-
come countries - increasing the
cost of credit, weakening local
currencies, and further exacerbat-
ing the debt crisis in low- and
middle-income economies. The
International Monetary Fund
projects global GDP growth at 2.8
percent in 2023 - the lowest level
in ten years besides the COVID-

19 induced plunge in 2020. Sub-
Saharan Africa GDP will also
grow 0.3 percent less than in
2022. Low- and middle- income
countries are expected to be hit
the hardest by the projected slow
growth in their main export mar-
kets, alongside interest rate hikes
in high-income economies.

With global food prices likely to
remain elevated compared with
historical standards in coming
months, macroeconomic pres-
sures in low- and middle-income
countries are unlikely to ease.
This means that the subsequent
drop in purchasing power will
negatively affect families' access
to food in coming months in many
hotspots.

Key Findings

According to the report, Afghani-
stan, Nigeria, Somalia, South Su-
dan and Yemen remain at the
highest alert level. Haiti, the Sahel
(Burkina Faso and Mali) and
theSudan have been elevated to
the highest concern levels; this is
due to severe movement restric-
tions to people and goods in
Burkina Faso, Haiti and Mali, and
the recent outbreak of conflict in
the Sudan. All hotspots at the
highest level have communities
facing or projected to face star-
vation, or are at risk of sliding
towards catastrophic conditions,
given they have already emer-
gency levels of food insecurity
and are facing severe aggravating
factors. These hotspots require the
most urgent attention, the report
warns.

The Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo,Ethiopia, Kenya, Pakistan
and Syria are hotspots with very
high concern, and the alert is also
extended to Myanmar in this edi-
tion. All these hotspots have a
large number of people facing
critical acute food insecurity, cou-
pled with worsening drivers that
are expected to further intensify
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life threatening conditions in the
coming months. Lebanon has
been added to the list of hotspots,
joining Malawi and Central
America (El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua)
that remain hotspots.

Scaling up anticipatory action and
humanitarian action to prevent
disasters

To avert a further deterioration of
acute hunger and malnutrition,
the report provides concrete coun-
try-specific recommendations on
priorities for immediate emer-
gency response to save lives, pre-
vent famine and protect liveli-
hoods, as well as anticipatory ac-
tion. Humanitarian action will be
critical in preventing starvation
and death - particularly in the
highest alert hotspots, but the re-
port notes how humanitarian ac-
cess 1s constrained by insecurity,
bureaucratic barriers, and move-
ment restrictions - posing a ma-
jor challenge to humanitarian re-
sponders around the globe.

The report also stresses the im-
portance of strengthening antici-
patory action in humanitarian and
development assistance - ensur-
ing predictable hazards do not
become full-blown humanitarian
disasters.

The Hunger Hotspots report iden-
tifies areas where acute food in-
security could increase during the
outlook period. The hotspots are
determined through forward-
looking analysis and selected
through a consensus-based proc-
ess involving WFP and FAO field
and technical teams, alongside
analysts specialized in conflict,
economic risks and natural haz-
ards. The report is part of a series
of analytical products produced
under the Global Network
Against Food Crises, to enhance
and coordinate the generation and
sharing of evidence-based infor-
mation and analysis for prevent-
ing and addressing food crises.

A New day.......

Q: What are your hopes for the
future?

SK: I'm proud to say that I've cre-
ated jobs for 33 young women. I'll
be very happy if I can help more
girls learn new things and teach
them to count on themselves.
Going forward, I hope to begin
exporting my products outside of
Tunisia and build a thriving busi-
ness that I can pass on to my
daughter.

YS: Even though times are very
tough right now, I still have hopes
for a better future. One day, I

would like to start a cattle
fattening business so I can make
more money and give my family
a better life.

Like Sassia and Youssef, rural
people all over the world are up
against a multitude of challenges.
IFAD knows that every small-
scale farmer plays an important
role in our collective fight for a
healthier planet - this is why we
continue to invest in them, and
why the rest of the world should
too.

Publication date: 12 June 2023
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