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Meet the winner.....

SIBAT is helping indigenous com-
munities to adapt and build resil-
ience to climate change.

In the Philippines' remote
Cordillera region, many homes
and businesses do not have elec-
tricity. But thanks to a project im-
plemented by non-governmental
organization SIBAT,1,684 indig-
enous households have set up
small community-managed
hydroelectrical power generation
systems.

Now, homes, schools and health
facilities across the region have
electricity for the first time. Rural
businesses, like rice and maize
mills, run on clean energy, help-
ing to build livelihoods and food
security, while also being sustain-
able.

The project is designed using the
principles of free, prior and in-
formed consent through which
Indigenous Peoples participate
fully and effectively in decision-
making processes that affect them.
It brings together communities to
oversee and operate the power sys-
tem and set tariffs collectively.
Older community members and
persons with disabilities oversee
and guide the project according to
customary laws.

"I saw the difficulty of not having
electricity in many areas, that's
why I took the job as a technician
here at SIBAT - to help provide
electricity in remote communi-
ties," says Glendo Gayed of the
indigenous Banao community.
Through the project, Indigenous
Peoples are adapting and building
resilience to climate change, while
conserving the watersheds, rivers
and waterfalls of their region.
"The thing I like most about
SIBAT is that we don't only pro-
vide electricity; we help the envi-
ronment," says Glendo.
Publication date: 10 February
2023

Rural people unit.......

ever, we must show our force to
unmask and oppose the corporate
agenda and highlight our strug-
gles for a world without the domi-
nation of imperialism, where the
peoples' rights and sovereignty -
not corporate profits - reign su-
preme in determining and realiz-
ing pro-people and pro-planet
development.

Ultimately, we must continue
building our global movements
by strengthening and intensifying
our local and national struggles
for our rights to land, resources,
food, and a healthy planet. In our
communities and countries, we
must develop and consolidate our
alliances with all the working
peoples, similarly oppressed and
exploited by imperialism.
Through the people's struggles,
we can steadily and decisively
weaken imperialism toward
building our future.

A New Lease ......

making a difference to the lives
of many IDPs like Ali and his
family, but the scale of internal
displacement amid the violence in
Cabo Delgado continues to
threaten the livelihoods of more
and more families and demand
our increased efforts to support
host communities and IDPs as
they get back on their feet in un-
familiar surroundings," says act-
ing FAO Representative in Mo-
zambique, Dario Cipolla.

Ali is living proof that IDPs can
provide for themselves with the
proper support that help them
generate livelihoods and more
easily integrate into host commu-
nities. With the conflict resulting
in over a million displaced peo-
ple to date and the potential for
many more, FAO and its local
partners are calling on countries
for additional support so that the
Organization can continue to as-
sist over 967 000 IDPs in 2023.

aa:ﬁsr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

IR



-mﬁwmw ]

A T

FISHTS! AT 0 AT (ATHTETET Hvg)
M#e af@ar quer feam we™y (
RIFAHRT H75), AHIT (THIET
guTrare) e afga "t feam
T, 7T (A1) Hebe Af@et "arel
TR HETe (379RT), JhdT (RITwaehrel
qrefraren) e safeed Jurer e
FETHH (RIIRNT), I FRIAE aTer

{Hepe gt AaTet fohT FfTar T T
@) e afgar J9tar garfaefrer
fFaT TUdled & a7 FHAE qeee
e A ATedeswd HRA & ITd
fagdr dg<h FOHT YR TH BA |
9IY TR H&T HRO H T
FATET T4 ATTHT HROT FOGHAT 30
Tehl fFard AdTeee TATTHT S |

% 2T fFarT FUSAETT 9. SR
TEAETS TAGEIT AT ¥ YHE IcTTH
9Tich bl ®TAT T8 [FATHER R SATaq
T ST AT aRadd @ars T
qUTA FIHREB] ATATHT TS 4T
FREFHH T T HAEIT A |
3. fawrasr &HAT Fawdr faudra
TCHTCATT T el AP AITeART
TR JATERT EHT TR AT
EEIEEREL DRIECIRE e e R LK
THT LT (HvTIaTs TETS T har
FATCH! T [aFq= TR AT
AT ATAT TRPTERT T fhATATIRTET

fuer sifaerear @resT IRET T TR
AT=d AIATR] haATATs [T
AT | ATl Bfers faaelr qor
TATA ISR BTTAT ST T IRIAHT
FeaTe qHe AT Fi qar waefr
feFaTTE®d FRETT TRAT |

(]) HTaRSATSHR! FRIARATS BT
qryen AfRArE | W@t e warg
FHSITT FHST FRETE! TRAE | FiaT (

HAGT) THA aR(AT IHH AR
freTeT i |

(3) framaEr T SR Hifged AT
ST I FSTEHT 1T AR A |
AT TS Sepepl I faq e =or yae
3 A T T T, A ¥ e

FoATAFEEATs HIAl FATHAT TG
FETHRT FST FRATE! TAT | T
7 GEpTIEwe AT T =ThTT ST
qJUITATHT fagi@ sl FIAATHIA E
ST T THI0T TS T &I [HATET
AT | Flebl T FRTATH ATRT FATT
THY &% FUTHT THATAIERRIT TR |
(%) faeerare qewNI, HEI, AL,
GETEPT T G IR AT
Afaerea ATHATH | AT, THT TAT
FARAAT [AUTErHT ATINT TEEATATS
FHETZHT Y AN TRATY | BT ISR
qraradrs fAscarfed T8 T@aefr
feFaT®! ITaTEATS FET T GIedTed
AT |

(%) IEATAE AAB! HeAdg ATl

FFAT | STHTAT ATSTAT TS GeiTepl
FHIAT qATATAE AABI AATT &
HATATRT BT SATNT ey AT |
(9) AT Q0 AWHT ILTHT IATAAE
A fodT @l T TR GRS
T  favm wfvars gega i |
() Hed gfg fAg=aor wiearg |
FIAGTAR THAEEHNT HST HIRATET
TRATH | ITAATTHT T ITATTH
TEFREEATHT U9 A TIAEE
FSATAT AT |

(%) W AAZHIAT  HIEEATE
THAVFTAN AT AGEIT A=
frequr v | et giwRaTATS
gy FepTAT q=aTgaT. e ANTET
G HETAT FAH |

I<h ATRIATHT [FAT Tehar fT=aTaTg,
fFaTe® TN [FaH AR 98784,
ferar wfaer faxirr oo s R,
geal wadl fAaeu W, faureah
grarT= AT dvg X STEdT ART
ATTET FIT |

AT SR AT, AT ST FTATHT
ferameee fafa~ FHaTAfIF ANEE
TMT FIh [T qaei= qieue 9 |
ATTSFR FeaeATs  TRATATHT AT
R AN

qred FEATT BT AR HRET
fafraeersg

FISHTST = 90 T TRATATAT FTeAT
Y (TAARTAC)A 0T ATTaHR
FHAE &3 @ { AR O3 wAT
Exll

TTAINAE ATHETAD] ATV AT
TRATATET AATeAT Tl 4R T 063
F aATaFET ARTHFFAATGH
QHTTHIITERT HHHT 9T& Tl AT T
faepTa ATATSTATRT AT @iee TRue
frafer Ser, AR T FERr Qe
FadAls TEANT THT &l |

Ta TRUHT ITHI0 T ATHURS
favarssifeqa wfeor sfise wearEr
fATHE ST TH=ATIATER AT FART T
ATEPR Tl TR G |
TRATATETT TATeAT TENHT HTHBTE FeTET
AIAT AT ATTIRR gl THE

aa:ﬁsr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I %



e L e e e T

National Cooperative Congress-2023

- d
; 3 B e e 1w o] i AEEFSCIH-2093

A EedT FEeprl a4 TEr e
AEATATR] FAT  dcaragraar
“ERTRT [EITIRT AT AT
qar qemEa” fawer ary fafq 099
oA %3 @ W TAGE FISHTSHT
qrarfsra “aot AAfeca qEH
ETATA A" HT FEATAT &rHy
FEFRIEHT qIT GRHBRATAT [TRTAHT
gfafdtaese favr ©ad waffeq qearr
AT YaET T “THg TEhnn
T T Bl qRhAAT ATHR I
T=a hed Fled AT EGUTIT SR
TG |

9. FEHRI g, 7o, /rerdn ? fafee
TIRYTAAT T GERTeIh] ATE=ATH LTI
TH FEFRT AXIETHAT WTAT
JUTAT FTAW T FILT Hiegd
FTA R HIAHATE UTCHE HEH
v ftorar giqag = |

R FITRIH TATH] GIETHT AT FEehTe
g favare Atqalg T Iraerdr
FTOET IR ATqI Foardd T
gieerg = |

3. FEHW AP (I BT AT BT
TYeheqdT Tl TAgATcHS e
FTAFITHT AT ATTITF TEAhaUTl

T gfqag & |

¥ AITAHT T@T TLhT THLATHT HIRIT
FEHNT FAAT fOoTqT TURT qIAAT
FRETER! THLT UL a1 Teeh
TFRP THaTe F@dT T qHied
TYHT T YTATHT AT Giqag & |
Y EBNIHT @y Td giaeadicqs
auar atagfgsr @it wdrERTeTs
AT FTAT AT T AT
TAYTATIETS STCHATS TS U Far
JaE T giqag @ |

L HEPNIF] TSIl AT, FeiTe,
arift g9 fAgg®r  &1AT7999,
FrREHEed U IRHTSH T Aried
TEAhaHT T yiqagar =k TEE |
TFR ATAEd I8 HUEE TEhT
JoT I=EAH it AIATSA ATH[GH
TEThHT TG |

o femr fawraer @eg giftaesr AT
TEHTT T FITT wigdr qar |fTE
FHEAT, Fa7 qI7 faur=asa avf fa=
arariere Faaefiar #raw e faftag
R J1g UF SHAT (9 T ATa9qF
it AT A= T AqE dedn

FEArirar afatg e |

5. Fafdal giqeqgicds aATaraurar
FIRTA HTAETHAT [T T ATTITF
TeT SR fAEtor 9 g
RTeTHT FEdnT auT AeAgT qe AT
TRISA AT FEHTHT HATATT AT
T Arfed TEAHIHT T qiqag o |
% ATATARVTHAT H Iearae gfg, Arand
gfaearaq T fAarq gagd g AR
fasr 9 rEstae, el ¥ ggwnr
AR WIgdaTs Hraed fag Afaw
Irer T [ qSTATcHeR TR ATETRHT TEehTeT
freT, FTATAT e SURTHT AT Al
T giqagar =<k e |

qo. fafTdrega FeahTdl ¥9 "Ihd ged
¥ fafere IoarEA® fawrer, & T
TSI &7 TG U ST BT HIHER
YA, HST T& 4T JATH 7
FAT ATY( @ (T TR FEHTIRT
S JagH TG |

99. FEFRT EAR TATSH AATATIR
T, AEHTEIHT ATTT ATTTTAT
T i T AT AT TEhR
TPl AITIIART AT A FOTAT
ferepraree @it TEereRaT feree |
09 =TT Y A

S T FHEGART ATNT TATTH
ANTETART FeET A |

TRATATAT AATeAT T AT e
qrATAA fagrHT FHHT AUTATEEA
HANTHR brgells qFal AN TATIA
Fidagdl ST . |

FRHAAT AMTHR Hrgehl THE T
el T TEANTH(T AR ek TTa
AT feHT 9 FEdRTeRT STUe TP
AT |

Faate aft gerer anfaser s 93
@ 59 EIR FUAT IRTERH] FEd[T
FEATARO Tl 9T | TR
ATl HEHT Jq AT qAT HEERT
T & ek TS AT T fepelT
I qRETHR ANGSHR dbeg qdT
TAATS AT FEATIH TAATS TaTH T
fou

F T 050 FUE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I ©R¥



9 d< FISATS! SO T
ST e afeRut AETaEe

FEFIH] IoilaTs godred, Feiras ¥
TATTRIITHT AT T FTagar

FIGHTET, =T W FEPRIFN Tiars
JTTEH, T T TATIRLITHT AT
fauer 3 |
FISATSTHT TR JGT AT TERIT
HETAHAT 99 9% ST 97 ST T8
AT I ool B, | Y TR, ATATER0T
&A1 wfor, gearagHr LT ATATT
gfereT=, fara vedge T ATer faster
T AEASAE (oIl T FEHNT ATHhaTr
I G | qfaa G T fasiTcHessareT
AT, ey, RTe, SURT At
EAAT AMAT gl TH gfqagar
HelqHHATA TPl T |

faftrdied FEFRI HEATRT qed T
fafiTee IATEH! faerE, Hi T 99T
FITSTT F%T TAT JATHN T TAT AT
T AR G |

T fafgsr 9feqraar T GRS
gfe=r Tqfud T GEdel e
ST ¥ A HIH TE I
Hgd AR ATAHATS UTCHE
Fewrr AtqarE fAatoar gfqagdar
STATSUH! B, | AR TR AIETH
FATRT TR &TTHT (qears Afaig T

I ATIN FAAT AR AT
AT TH, FERN &rTehT [GITITehT
WWWWW
TT g T I
FIIT =T TTHT
1T ATavT®
TEAHIHT I T
qdegr @l
GRET THLTHT
FIXUT FEHTA
gaqr fasgar
B qUFET JIACT
Gl HET
T e
qrfed FIHT qEd YATHT AT TR
TR =T IHH Sl B |
1Y, R T TF AL cHE
qHAT ATAfgET AT THIHTITeATS
ATTATTRT FTAT Farer Tl AT
TAYATIaTS STCHATS T [URAT Far
gare 9 Uladg STHSUR S | AHR

TR ATTIUEIHT T T AT FoAqTH
memﬁ
FATSTH G |

fair faeprarerT et ynftcreRt AT TEeprey
(AT HlgaT qIT ATk THTAT,
TaT qT FaHT=IRa v dre ArATSE
T M Jod@ G | PR &A1
AT AR (AT T Fiq=niee
RTeTHT FEdnT fauT AeAgT qeATIq
TRISA AT FEHTHT THATATT AT
T AHfe® TeAFEH T FHd Ioid
g

FEFRIBT ATAT ATTATTHT AT
g T THY ASTAHT BRI &7H
ANTETAHRT ATYT T JUITeAr fehTarenT
AT gEAdTHl faT AETATHATET
gfqagdr 3 |

FHUSTHE! TIHAT FAHER
qumﬂiaﬁam’rtr

FISATST =T & Td Afgd T 78
AT HeTauHT AeAE faTeT o |
ArGe AT [oFaTT HETH (eI
Hgel AIARIA qHSH qh 99
fastrifed gwrfora wifv |
AT TRTHT T, |

fasitaeT @l qHAAT AAAAE
HEH! AT g THT G | She
T FHIHT AR A q1g § (AR
AT a1 @l F20 &l | 9o q1g
gfagra AfEarE = FEIgHETE
feFaTeseTs Ae, A9 ST IRTZA |
T o 3 rEmiee Gt gomedier
TG g ALl TR |

3. fagerane arad g HiT IeATeTers
frecatied T YO IS T
¥ TG TR 9T fagerane faurdrrh
39, AXHNI, TA SAMGH IATaT
AT TETEH! B, | T TR ATITHT

faumdl erareTe qfveqor FETEHTET AN
A |

3 fefes g 97 9ig Tees | |
T Chlﬂld\ﬂl?ldlﬁ(‘ HITeEehT S |
WERA HeF Mg AdR HTATSATAT
A FHST FRATE! A |

¥, ATEHA SATTSTAT HTHI TSR
ASGR T [paTes A a6 T dded
FTH TEEH G | T THRFN THA T
TSIk Tiaratg Ataae Afeard |
ASTEREEh! ISR A= AT |
4. ﬁ:ﬁ_{ TSR] HRER e ST
AT T AR ey 2t faeg "oy
AN TRAH |

& AT ¥ FEFTEEA A9 T TR
JUITEATETE SATST BoiAT A TRTEehTel
AT T TwaT ST HRATE! A |
AGY [FATTAIS AT THT FIh AT
T g faeTe I |

aa:ﬁsr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I -



FERUA AR A=
qe FETAHe 3T

& FATAHAT TAT THdT THIAHT TE
FAT THT ATl AIT AT e
AT ST HERTT Tl TR
Eoll

AT FEHT AT T A T,
FERNRT qIT TRAT AR AT g bl
ATATSTHATHT AU T eI FEHATRT
FHIAHT dled AAL ATl TEBMT
oo T AR U7 AT ATTHT
AT |

‘fedt TEhRT ATq TEATHNT ATHT
T FEATH! g T | HIT AT
WWWW@%W
AT HUHTS TRERNTA Gl TaT B
JTATEAAT HAF ATCHAHR & TLehehl
g

T ST qUHT TEbT AHETHT &
TIATTGHF TUeh! I FATT | GEBIA
THEHT TRMHATRT BT JATETH
ARAIA el Sirg 4T |

FEFNIA T AT T qg 7w
Il T, ‘FATGAHT AR ATHT ATHT
FHEIH] AT FElaaa A FaedT
T I

T | FA TAGETH L0 Tiaad
HAFT GIEATTHT ATCHITH & e T4
JATIHAT ATl Fany |

FSTERTHT AT AATTHT Bl | HEHT
T fAT9AT qURT AAIITETATS
fgamT R wHr  gfqagar 9 |
FEFMRT GATR! [SeTA] qIRHT dve
faeargearg gvawga Afga®rarty
FEFTT AT EATS T X ARA
AIE T | el UA | qivady
TR qUYTT LW AT FH Gge
T fafaeer sam

AITAHH! @1 qr3q qiEar
afge 8, 3T A9, A
TEFNIA @I qLEATHT AT
feq98 | @19 9910 973
qT7g | o o Uhgs ay 41 I
AL FIATAAT GEHTL
ferARTeRT ITER et fafeeer
TEFTTHT | a7 qa7 9

AFAE hATSHEedTs AT

37 AT B

AT

= g1 AATS T |

-TTE, ST afe PEms ¥ IR TR HUSR I |

-aTE ¥ FAT HEeTAT T FraufE AT GA A |

- TETSHT Rl IREARE! dRERIEE MAHST, 92T, GaHl, 98 g
e ARBIIRT AAT AT |

e AT AeHS qaT Fa=mg T T grv aved |

~ITEAT AN 9T G IRTETE F=TgT el Hed dTd a1 |el $hiY
THa(g GUMTE [AUTE JT=R I |

-HFH AICEe TIaT MeH T {F=rg T ¥ A T9 39 T |

Y ATAATE MSHA T I [ T ATHMRT ATATHT IRTBRT (a0 T
T T o TBTSH Tedl T HAARTHT HATehl [a6al I |
-JGATATHT THT BHATIT AR TG HH TH 3G AqH ¥4 T &0
fa e 3 g5 S ATl FARR &odhl [H=ATE K ATATSIHT R ITH
gfdfder 9Tl 3Rl 9fq 8de¥ 500 3f@ Q000 fae O« arwaa
BT |

-TTATHT AT (ATSATAREFH) TRISH] el HA(ARTHT Fodbl 3@ ATAH
T TEATAAT TEhIel qTebebl  HEI ATl TAT TeaTell ThlTerd HiT
TS & FHUFETAd HATIT, Fqer T Giqsm Hel Iuaed SAraehl 9-9-%
%S GIqeTRl T e |

-¥UETH SIS TAT Al AR ATEATIAR ATNT TARIDT HRIT
ATgATUHT Twal, 91 TIT & [adl F=d § Fe e reear = a1
STATSH THEM | FARTAAAT Gl (BRTSA) 954 TH 47 0.3 TH T
WWWWWWWWWWI
Wawzamwnﬁnamﬁv&aﬁrmaﬂmqwaﬁ
o AT TR e @ |

-FFATSA ETHR g a1 GqHT SISH FATAT SRISET U T
FATATERVHT Fiddeel JHE I qoT T ATBRAT FAA FH I gal ey
AR AgdT 7= [afagware garel ST TR |

TR
-gigepl AT 5 ¥ fadi&wdl e areies A |

N FRE T @R AT AR T HUHIS AT qod & I |
-TRTE T P HEIT ST AT qRSAR] ATHHAGE TETATS TS
TP AHATHAT AT fa |

FfW A Roc0 §TE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May) I



Rural peoples unite for food,
land, and climate justice!

Through reckless plunder for
profits, the world's biggest banks,
investment firms, financial specu-
lators, and corporations from the
wealthiest countries - the rulers of
imperialism - conniving with na-
tional governments and the local
elite of the poor nations have
made our planet increasingly un-
livable.

RURAL P
S CLIMATE |
WIHGER
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The lack of genuine land reform
and rural development has wors-
ened hunger and poverty. Land-
lessness pushes rural peoples,
who already comprise almost
80% of the world's poor, into
greater destitution. Over 800 mil-
lion people worldwide suffer
from hunger amid corporate con-
trol of our lands, seas, food, and
agriculture.

Big businesses plunder and mine
resources from poor countries at
the expense of the people and
planet. Export-oriented corporate
plantations continue to expand
despite evidence that capitalist in-
dustrial agriculture contributes up
to one-third of greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions. The chemical-
intensive agriculture they pro-
mote leads to more pests and de-
creased pesticide efficacy and re-

sults in even greater pesticide use
and more harmful impacts, in-
cluding global warming.

Asian countries are among the
most vulnerable to climate disas-
ters. Six of the top 10 countries
most affected by climate change
in fatalities and losses in the past
two decades are from Asia, where
the temperature rises twice as fast

as in any part of the globe. But
whether in Asia, Africa, Latin
America, or elsewhere, small
farmers, landless peasants, agri-
cultural workers, indigenous
groups, and rural women and
youth are especially vulnerable
due to structural poverty and
marginalization.

Last year, for instance, extreme
flooding in Pakistan killed thou-
sands and damaged almost $15.2
billion worth of resources. Paki-
stan contributes less than 1% to
global GHG emissions compared
to the US's 21.5% and China's
16.4%. Extreme weather events
in Africa killed around 4,000 peo-
ple and affected 19 million in
2022 alone. Africa as a region
contributes between 3.4 to 3.8%
in global GHG emissions. This
climate injustice must stop by

making the world's biggest impe-
rialist powers and worst polluters
accountable for the climate crisis.
To justify their continued pillage
of the planet's resources, the rich-
est countries and corporations
take over the global policy dis-
course that could decide the very
survival of humanity. We have
seen this in key international fo-
rums on food systems, climate
change, and sustainable develop-
ment. They have been using the
UN system and other multilateral
bodies, including international
financial institutions like the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF)
and World Bank. Through these
platforms, they push further and
legitimize the unrelenting on-
slaught of neoliberalism and per-
petuate their viciously destructive
and anarchic mode of production.
The working peoples, including
the rural peoples, as direct crea-
tors of global wealth, food, and
various needs of societies, should
not allow these powerful forces
to continue deciding our fate.
Notably, a significant number of
rural people include indigenous
peoples. They have been at the
forefront in defending the land
and developing indigenous tradi-
tions and knowledge from corpo-
rate greed and foreign plunder.
We must determine our future
now, free from hunger, disposses-
sion, and destruction. It is the only
way to end the multiple crises,
ruin, and mayhem that imperial-
ism has wreaked upon the people
and planet.

The rural peoples - the small
farmers, landless peasants, fish-
ers, agricultural workers, indig-
enous peoples, rural women, and
youth, including migrant agricul-
tural workers and refugees - must
take active leadership in this fight
for the future. We call on all rural

ﬂiﬁi THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I Qe



peoples’ movements worldwide
to strengthen and expand our
ranks and mobilize our commu-
nities to demand food, land, and
climate justice. Big corporate in-
terests and the institutions and
policymakers that represent them
should no longer be allowed to
monopolize the discussions and
dictate the narratives on the cli-
mate and food crises and how to
realize genuine sustainable devel-
opment.

We should not allow to thrive fur-
ther, for instance, the bogus cli-
mate solutions that big business
promotes. Such false solutions
include, among others, the
monoculture plantations they sell
as new forests, the profit-oriented
conservation projects for
ecotourism, and others that grab
lands, waters, and resources from
the rural peoples and massively
displace our communities. We
should continue to oppose harm-
ful and profit-motivated technol-
ogy corporations peddle, such as
digitalization, genetic engineer-
ing, and other greenwashing
schemes designed to further their
monopoly control over the plan-
et's resources.

We must expose and challenge
them everywhere, including on
their turf, where they peddle their
lies and unveil their schemes,
such as the Asia Pacific Forum on
Sustainable = Development
(APFSD) in Bangkok, the 28th
session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP 28) of the UN Cli-
mate Change Conference, the
twin summits of the UN on sus-
tainable development goals this
year and the so-called Summit of
the Future in 2024. We do not
harbor illusions that these global
and regional platforms, domi-
nated by powerful interests prof-
iting from the status quo, will
embrace the demands and aspira-
tions of the rural peoples. How
Continue ...... 22

Rural people in Sudan
call time on water wars

Equitable resource management
is key in climate change adapta-
tion.

As the climate crisis takes hold,
it's said that the wars of the fu-
ture will be over one of the most
fundamental of human rights:
water. In many parts of Sudan,
these wars have already begun.
Sudan lies in the semi-arid Sahel.

These vast borderlands of the Sa-
hara Desert have long been criss-
crossed by nomadic herders and
their livestock. With an estimated
140 million animals, Sudan has
one of the largest livestock sec-
tors in Africa.

But repeated droughts mean the
Sahel is turning to dust, with less
water and arable land for herding
and farming.

When resources are scarce, it
takes little to spark conflict.

"In recent times we came across
disputes that saw many people
fighting. There were several
deaths," says Hassan Yaseen Al-
Hassan, the mayor of Umm
Ruwaba, a town in central Sudan.
He tells us how fighting broke out
when herders trespassed on pri-
vate farmland, when farmers
whose fields had turned barren
started cultivating on traditional

animal paths, and when people
were prevented from accessing
water.

In some cases, the expansion of
farmland was driven by mecha-
nized farming. In others, farmers
cultivated larger and larger areas
to compensate for the low produc-
tivity of the land.

There were no heroes in this con-

flict. Everyone was a victim of a
greater enemy: climate change.
Making peace

A woman from a pastoralist com-
munity weaves a traditional car-
pet.

Now, the people of Umm Ruwaba
have found a way toward peace
and equitable resource manage-
ment. Staff from the [FAD-sup-
ported LMRP have helped com-
munities map out animal paths
and set up social centres where
conflict resolution committees
can help them resolve their disa-
greements peacefully and deter-
mine how to share resources.
"The centre played a key role in
alleviating these conflicts," says
Dalia Mohamed Ismail, a trained
conflict resolution officer at one
of the centres. She conducts
workshops, forums and trainings
Continue ...... 33 page

aa:ﬁsr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

| R=



Rural

issue OP

PRESS RELEASE:

March 29, 2023

People's coalition food sover-
eignty (PCFS) has been officially
providing a press release Rural
peoples in Global South to mobi-
lize one million for food, land and
climate justice

Rural peoples movements from
Asia, Latin America and Africa
today launched the Global Peo-
ples' Caravan for Food, Land, and
Climate Justice-an awareness-
raising and mobilization cam-
paign to demand governments to
address the interconnected issues
of hunger, land and resource
grabs, and the climate crisis, cul-
minating at the United Nations
Summit of the Future in Septem-
ber 2024.

Coinciding with the Day of the
Landless and actions led by the
Asian Peasant Coalition (APC) in
various countries and a CSO-led
action on the sidelines of the Asia-
Pacific Forum on Sustainable
Development in Bangkok, the
Global People's Caravan will
commence with a signature peti-
tion and other forms of commu-
nity mobilization dubbed as A
Million Voices for Food, Land,
and Climate Justice. A Million
Voices aims to mobilize one mil-
lion people to support specific
demands by small food produc-
ers to be submitted to govern-
ments and negotiators of the 28th
session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP28) of the UN Cli-
mate Change Conference in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates in
November.

"Starting today, we will raise
awareness, organize, and mobi-
lize rural peoples and their sup-
porters around calls on food, land,
and climate justice. In October,
rural people's movements in vari-
ous countries will organize two to
three-day caravans and other ac-

eople coalition hights the )
land and climate justice

tivities leading up to COP28 in
Dubai, where a Global Peoples'
Speak Out will be held and our
demands presented. Rural peo-
ples have been ignored in climate
talks for far too long. We need real
solutions that do not take away
people's lands and resources,"
said Sarojeni Rengam, PAN Asia
Pacific executive director.

Initial participating countries and
regions in the Caravan include the
Asia Pacific (Bangladesh, Cam-
bodia, India, Indonesia, Pakistan,
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Philippines, Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
West Papua, Fiji, Vanuatu); West
Asia and North Africa; Latin
America; and Africa.
284 organizations from 26 coun-
tries also signed a Day of the Lan-
dless unity statement on food,
land and climate justice.
Quoting from the statement,
Poguri Chennaiah, chairperson of
Asian Peasant Coalition and the
People's Coalition on Food Sov-
ereignty said, "To justify their
continued pillage of the planet's
resources, the richest countries
and corporations take over the
global policy discourse that could
decide the very survival of hu-
manity. We have seen this in key
international forums on food sys-
tems, climate change, and sustain-
able development...The working
peoples, including the rural peo-
ples, as direct creators of global
wealth, food, and various needs

el T

of societies, should not allow
these powerful forces to continue
deciding our fate."

"Indigenous Peoples, farmers,
peasants, fisherfolk and small
food producers must build the
strongest solidarity if they want
to win the fight for land rights.
It's a crucial unity forged by a
common goal to combat hunger
and climate imperialism," said
Jiten Yumnam of the Indigenous
People's Movement for Self De-
termination and Liberation.

=R [ "As imperialist
I countries inten-

BSE sify their compe-
= tition for re-
o | ¥ sources devas-
S Lk, tating our land
‘:_u, and the planet
- and threatening
I the very exist-
ence of human-
ity, rural peo-
ples across the
globe today
unite in resistance and say that we
refuse to live in a future created
for us by these rich and powerful
countries and their monopoly cor-
porations. We reject this future of
poverty, hunger and underdevel-
opment. We will forge a brighter
future through our struggles," said
Liza Maza, general secretary of
International League of Peoples
Struggles.

The Caravan is jointly organized
by Asian Peasants Coalition
(APC), People's Coalition on
Food Sovereignty (PCFS), Indig-
enous Peoples' Movement for
Self-Determination and Libera-
tion (IPMSDL), International
League of Peoples Struggles
(ILPS), Peoples Rising for Cli-
mate Justice (PRCJ), PAN Asia
Pacific (PANAP), and the Asia
Pacific Research Network
(APRN). Stating the in press re-
lease.

]
F o I =

L

%fﬁr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I &R



" PCFS Demanding to Investigation:

PCFS Co-chair, on "de-facto me-
dia blackout" amid rural bomb-
ing

PRESS RELEASE by: PCFS
Int'l groups decry media blackout,
bombings in Philippines and In-
dia

A group of international organi-
zations working with rural com-
munities decried the "de-facto
media blackout" on the indis-
criminate rural bombings happen-
ing in the Philippines and India.
The CSOs also requested that the
United Nations conduct an inde-
pendent investigation into these
"cover-up atrocities" and "make
good" on its Political Declaration
against the use of explosive weap-
ons in populated areas signed in
Dublin last year.

A preliminary investigation by the
groups People's Coalition on
Food Sovereignty (PCFS), Indig-
enous Peoples Movement for
Self-Determination and Libera-
tion (IPMSDL), and Asia Pacific
Research Network (APRN) re-
vealed huge gaps between bomb-
ing reports from communities and
mainstream media reports on said
incidents.

"Whether it's the years-long cul-
ture of impunity against journal-
ists in these countries or unac-
knowledged cover-ups, it is clear

that there's a de facto media black-
out on reporting and investiga-
tions on these rural bombings,"
Razan Zuayter, PCFS co-chair,
said.

Earlier this week, farmers and in-
digenous groups from North
= Luzon,
Philip-
pines -
Ilocos,
Cagayan
Valley, and
Cordillera
regions -
launched a
series of
" forums
and press
| confer-
ences. The
local or-
ganiza-
tions
trooped to the country's capital to
bring attention to the indiscrimi-
nate bombings in the municipali-
ties of Baggao, and Gawaan, in
the last 30 days. The campaign
group Defend the North also met
with officials from the Philippine
Human Rights Commission and
some lawmakers.

"This year alone saw two sus-
tained bombings in the northern
Philippines and two more in east-
ern India, yet it's not covered by
the press and no investigation is
pursued. What's worse is that any
attempt from CSOs and rights
groups in the last two years to in-
vestigate was met with further
attacks, harassment, and threats
from state forces," says Azra
Sayeed, APRN chairperson.

The recent fact-finding mission in
Telangana and Chhattisgarh was
barred by the military last Febru-
ary from accessing the previously
shelled Bijapur and Sukma vil-
lages.

Combat drones, red-tagging fa-
cilitates land grabs

The groups PCFS, IPMSDL, and
APRN have also voiced concerns
about the long-term effects of the
"escalating bombings" and the
use of military drones. These
unmanned aerial vehicles are used
to do surveillance on rural vil-
lages and have become threats to
people's rights to till their land
and live in safety and with dig-
nity.

Reports from the Telangana-
Chhattisgarh border found that
the Modi government committed
"acts of genocide" via armed
drone strikes on January 11, 2023,
that killed at least two people.
Grassroots and human rights al-
liances asserted that the bombings
and subsequent chopper strafing
in communities were meant to
displace Adivasis in service of
mining giants' interests.

In the Philippines, interviews
with indigenous peoples groups
involved in the Defend the North
campaign revealed that similar
patterns of harassment were em-
ployed against fact-finding mis-
sions investigating the bombings
in Gonzaga, Cagayan in 2022. In
almost all cases, rural areas tar-
geted by these airstrikes are agri-
cultural lands, ancestral forests, or
areas with communities that are
threatened by mining, logging, or
tourism businesses.

The international groups also
claim that terror-tagging is being
used in both countries to target
those probing these indiscrimi-
nate bombings. The red-tagging
in the Philippines, or Naxal-
branding in India, happens when
government forces accuse activ-
ists and rural communities of be-
ing armed rebels, justifying at
tacks and muddying the waters by
invoking the auspices of the on-
going civil war.

"More often than not, indigenous
peoples are those most affected
Continue ..... 36

aa:ﬁsr THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I "3



A new lease on life for Internally Dis-
placed Persons in Mozambique

Families from the country's
destabilised Cabo Delgado Re-
gion are getting

chance to start over

After being forced to flee his
home in Mozambique's Cabo
Delgado province, Ali Ndalila
was able to restart his livelihood
with the help of FAO and its part-
ners.

15/02/2023

When Ali Ndalila had to flee his
home in Mozambique's northern-
most province of Cabo Delgado,
he was heartbroken for many rea-
sons. Not the least of them was
having to abandon the particularly

bountiful harvest that followeda

lucky wet season.

The region is blessed with idyllic
landscapes, from pristine Indian
Ocean beaches to stunning moun-

tains, but the once peaceful lives &

of the region's 2.3 million inhab-

itants, have been shattered over |
the last six years by violence from [

non-state armed groups.

Ali, his wife Florinda and their 58

five children are among the more
than one million people who have
been displaced from their homes,

and who are now relying on sup- ¥

port from FAO and its partners to
help them restart their liveli-
hoods.

From being able to support them-
selves by growing corn and peas
on his two-hectare farm in
Namande village, Ali's family had
no choice but to leave everything
behind when the insurgents at-
tacked their village, torching most
of the houses. They headed for
neighbouring Montepuez district
and arrived "thankful for our lives
but despairing for our future and
what would become of us," Ali
lamented.

Their immediate needs were met
by a cousin of Ali's who lives
there and who took them in and

fed them; yet Ali was devastated
to witness the sheer strain on his
cousin of having to support the
two households.

Local authorities gave Ali a plot
of land and FAO provided him
with a farming kit, including veg-
etable seeds and tools, so that he
could restart farming to be able
to feed his family.

Supporting displaced families
Local authorities soon allocated
Ali and his family a 0.5-hectare
plot of land to farm. Then FAO
provided him with a farming kit
to enable him to get back into pro-
duction. Like the many other In-

ternally Displaced Persons
(IDPs), Ali received enough veg-
etable seeds and farming tools
from FAO to produce sufficiently
for his family for six months.

The assistance, provided under
FAO's northern Mozambique
Agriculture Livelihoods Re-
sponse Plan, supports IDPs and
host communities with tools and
training to increase and diversify
their incomes, access nutritious
food and improve their diets.

More than 80 percent of Cabo
Delgado's inhabitants are small-
scale farmers reliant on agricul-
ture for their livelihoods; there-
fore, the violence and conflict in
the area have taken a tremendous

ket."

toll on, not only their safety and
well-being, but also their liveli-
hoods and nutrition.
While supporting IDPs, FAO also
supports host communities to en-
courage social inclusion, build a
peaceful environment and reduce
the strain on natural resources.
A new lease on life
Ali describes the assistance he
received as having given him "a
new lease of life". "The land,
seeds, tools and technical support
have all played a big role in where
[ am today," he says emotionally.
He can now comfortably feed his
household and sell the surplus
produce to buy

i W other necessities
3 e e ike medicines.

., "l have already
. started selling

4 produce from my
new farm," Ali
says, adding, "The
&% onions and cab-
L. bage are fetching

<! great prices be-
& cause the quality
% is a notch above
& the available op-
. tions at the mar-

Ali is proud of the good quality
crops he has been able to produce,
selling the surplus in order to be
able to buy necessities such as
medicines.

Ali has also received technical
support on his okra, pumpkin and
bean crops from FAO technical
officers, who routinely go back to
check on the progress made by
project participants. To Ali, with
his good memory for both names
and faces, they have become fa-
miliar figures whom he's happy
to meet again.

"Together with our local govern-
ment partners, FAO has been
continue ....... 22
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From coca leaves to cocoa beans:
How farmers in the Peruvian Ama-
zon are innovating using digital tools

The Allima cooperative brings
together and supports small-scale
farmers in the Peruvian Amazon.
"Quality is not an act. It's a habit."
This sign greets Carlos Angulo
Gonzales as he walks into the
premises of the Allima Cacao
Cooperative. It perfectly captures
the approach he and the members
of the cooperative take to their
work.

The Allima cooperative brings
together 400 small-scale
farming families in
Chazuta, a district in the
Peruvian Amazon. Most
ofthem are Kichwa Indig-
enous Peoples and re-
cently switched from cul-
tivating coca leaves to
cocoa beans, with support
from the local govern-
ment.

As the general manager of
the cooperative, Carlos
Angulo helps farmers
produce, process and mar-
ket cocoa beans, and con-
nects them to technical
assistance, especially
around the fermentation,
drying and marketing of
the product.

When COVID-19 struck, restric-
tions on movement meant the
members of the cooperative were
unable to access the markets or
vital technical assistance needed
to improve their products.

This is when AGRIdigitalizacion
was implemented by Agriterra as
part of [IFAD's RPSF programme.
The initiative helped small-scale
farmers and their producer organi-
zations in Bolivia, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras and Peru find
innovative ways to preserve their
livelihoods during the pandemic.
Online markets

IFAD funding helped producer

organizations find innovative
ways to preserve their livelihoods.
AGRIdigitalizacién connects
farmers to online services, many
of these offered by small youth-
led tech companies. Using these
services, farmers and farmer col-
lectives were able to connect to
new markets and access techni-
cal assistance and financial serv-
ices.

In the

case of Allima,

training he received through
AGRIDigitalizacion.

David Santos Huancas supervises
the collection, tracking and sale
of cocoa beans. © Factstory
"This is very important for young
people because we not only make
profits, but we also create job
opportunities for other young
people and the children of the
cooperative members," says
David. It has made it possible for

AGRIdigitalizacion linked them
with a local e-commerce platform
through which they sold beans
and concentrated cocoa pulp
online, keeping their business
going during the pandemic. Col-
lective members learned about
internet sales platforms and trends
in consumer behaviour.

Twenty-seven-year-old David
Santos Huancas is one of the
youngest workers at the coopera-
tive. As the Product Traceability
Manager, he uses online monitor-
ing to follow the process by which
cocoa beans are collected, tracked
and sold. He immediately spotted
the potential of the e-commerce

the cooperative to not just survive
the pandemic, but to flourish in
an increasingly digital world.
New products with an ancient lin-
eage

Allima members are developing
innovative products, including a
hybrid chocolate called macho. ©
Factstory

With incomes hit by the downturn
that accompanied the pandemic,
AGRIdigitalizacion also helped
farmers innovate and develop
high-value products like
macambo.

Macambo is a rare and delicious
relative of cocoa that is native to
the Amazon regions of Peru and
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Colombia. Prior to colonization,
it was commonly used to make a
kind of chocolate. But when the
Europeans arrived, they preferred
cocoa and macambo fell out of
favour.

But now, Allima's members are
developing innovative products,
such as macho chocolate (half
cocoa and half macambo) and
macambo flour. They are now
close to launching a new
macambo product which incorpo-
rates a local edible ant that is rich
in protein and iron. Using online
services, they connect digitally to
markets to sell these high-value
products.

Today, Carlos Angulo uses elec-
tronic devices and digital plat-
forms to offer products, make
shipments and coordinate sales.
"Had we not been part of
AGRIDigitalizacion, our business
would not be sustainable, and we
would not be offering new prod-
ucts," says Carlos Angulo. "The
project awakened us to search for
new markets and opportunities."
Opportunities in a changing world
Carlos Angulo uses electronic
devices and digital platforms to
offer products, make shipments
and coordinate sales.

Climate change is posing a chal-
lenge to Allima's commitment to
quality. In 2022, it rained con-
stantly in June, normally a
rainless month during which co-
coa beans are left to dry in the sun,
causing several batches to de-
grade in quality.

But working together, and with
online technical support, the co-
operative found solutions. They
developed innovative retractable
drying trays, so that the beans
could be quickly taken under shel-
ter when it rained. They also
adopted a circular economy ap-
proach, in which 100 per cent of
the cocoa pod is now used to
make products like honey and tea.
"We must not only use the beans,

which are 20 per cent of the whole
pod, but also the shell, the pulp,
and so on," says Carlos Angulo.

The older farmers are also pleased
with the opportunities offered by
digital tools. Fifty-seven-year-old
Gening Tapullima Chashnamote
tends his cocoa grove an hour
upriver of the cooperative head-
quarters. He's eagerly learned
about new market models and
achieved the highest quality
standards. "I feel very proud to

share what I produce," he says.
Innovating for the future
Innovation is as important to
small-scale farmers and indig-
enous communities in the Ama-
zon as it is to Silicon Valley tech
giants. Using new tools effec-
tively and finding fresh ap-
proaches to old ways of doing
things, is critical for them to adapt
to climate change impacts and
earn better livelihoods while feed-
ing the world quality food.

Rural people .......

to help farmers and herders come
to an agreement.

Thanks to the hard work of Dalia,
her colleagues and a key group of
local leaders, 35 disputes have
been resolved amicably in five

dnalysis shows how in
creased economic oppor-
tunities and greater land
productivity can make re-
sources more widely avail-
ble and thus prevent op
wce rural conflict,

years.
But mediation can't resolve the
underlying problem of water scar-
city. The LMRP initiative has
identified new water points and
created reservoirs closer to animal
paths, making it easier for herd-
ers to access the water they need.
Coming together

Watering herds at a water point
constructed by LMRP in North
Kordofan.

The Butana region in eastern Su-
dan is also no stranger to drought.
In recent years, rainfall has be-
come even less predictable. Both
farmers and herders have limited
access to irrigation schemes or
permanent water sources.
Meanwhile, the area's natural re-
sources are under growing threat
from outside interests, such as

large-scale commercial farms and
artisanal goldminers. Local peo-
ple struggle to exercise their right
to manage their natural resources,
especially around the use of
shared land or regulating access
to water.

Here, the IFAD-supported BIRDP
introduced a framework for local
people to govern their natural re-
sources by identifying their pri-
orities and constraints through
dialogue with government agen-
cies. Using the framework, local
communities have built village
networks to manage resources
equitably and protect their land-
scapes. They've resolved internal
conflicts over resources and come
together to prevent the exploita-
tion of their land by outsiders.
Elsewhere in Africa, IFAD analy-
sis shows how increased eco-
nomic opportunities and greater
land productivity can make re-
sources more widely available
and thus prevent or reduce rural
conflict.

In an age of climate change, rural
prosperity and sustainable re-
source management can be a po-
tent formula for peace the world
over.

Read an IFAD technical note on
how participants in BIRDP came
together to use natural resource
management to protect their land
and biodiversity.

Publication date: 14 February
2023
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Meet the winners of the Indig-
enous Peoples Awards 2023

The Sixth Global Meeting of the
Indigenous Peoples' Forum at
IFAD Indigenous Peoples play a
special role in conserving ecosys-
tems and managing resources
sustainably.

The global community should
look to them for guidance on how
to respond to changing climate
and support Indigenous Peoples
in driving their own development,
and in building their culture, iden-
tity, knowledge, natural resources,
intellectual property and human
rights.

Through the Indigenous Peoples
Awards, IFAD celebrates inspira-
tional development projects that
partnered with and made a real
difference to indigenous commu-
nities in 2022.

Best performing IFAD-funded
project: Protecting indigenous
livelihoods in Bolivia

A member of the Ayllu Lerco

community stands in front of a

mobile pen.

In the Bolivian Andes, Aymara =

Quechua indigenous communi-
ties have long depended on lla-
mas and alpacas for meat, natural
fibre and transport. But as harsh
conditions become ever more
common - like drought, heavy
snowfall and intense frost - the
animals' health suffers. More ani-
mals miscarry, and it becomes
harder for herds to grow and
flourish. For many Indigenous
Peoples in these communities,
climate change is threatening their
only means of subsistence.

To protect the animals' wellbeing
and reduce mortality, PRO-
CAMELIDOS

provides people belonging to the
Ayllu Lerco community with
mobile pens, haylofts, and access
to water.

"Our priority is to tackle climate
change," says Dania Yasmin

Penaloza Gomez, a member of
the Ayllu Lerco community and a
local City Councillor. "We're be-
ing hit by rising temperatures,
sporadic rainy seasons and a
shortage of water."

Through PRO-CAMELIDOS, in-
digenous communities decide
how to conserve ecosystems,
manage projects and maintain

their traditional livelihoods. Last
year alone, the project helped
10,563 people, encouraging
women, young people and per-
sons with disabilities to take the
lead.

"I participate in the programme
because it is an initiative that
helps gender equality and works
with women and youth," says
Dania.

Best performing IPAF-funded
project: Agroforestry for chil-
dren's food security in Cameroon
Cathérine Fleur Amban Nkoro
receives an award from IFAD's
[laria Firmian for FEDEC's work
in Cameroon

In the lush forests of southern
Cameroon, the indigenous Bakola
and Bagyeli communities live off

what the land provides. But
agroforestry is also ensuring that
children living in the Ngoyang
village school consume nutritious
food as they learn.

This project, which is imple-
mented by FEDEC and funded by
IFAD's Indigenous Peoples As-
sistance Facility, established a 10-
hectare agroforestry plantation

with plots for traditional foods
and other crops, provided equip-
ment and constructed a ware-
house to safely store produce. In
2022, it produced over a ton of
cassava, which the community ate
or sold, bringing in US$ 182 to
finance activities at the school.
The hostel management commit-
tee established by the project is
made up of local community
members, with key positions as-
signed to women. The committee
members bring together their tra-
ditional knowledge with training
on agroforestry monitoring and
techniques to counter erosion and
mitigate climate change.

Best performing non-IFAD-
funded project: Community-led
green energy in the Philippines
continue ....... 22

ﬂiﬁi THA 050 FATE (Krishi Journal-2023 (April-May)

I 3



T
War in Ukraine: How a humanitarian

tragedy fed a global hunger crisis

WEFP looks back on a year of tur-
moil - and how our work helped
to ease the fallout

24 February 2023, Elizabeth
BryantCash transfers Conflicts
Emergencies Food Prices Ukraine
Lebanon Sudan Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of) Soma-
lia Yemen

On 24 February, 2022, Alyona
woke up in her home in southern
Ukraine to news of military air-
craft screeching overhead.

"We had a simple, calm life and
suddenly war started," recalls the
32-year-old mother of three. "It
was scary."

A year later, the war in Ukraine
has upended life inside and out-
side the country - and posed enor-
mous challenges to the World
Food Progamme's (WFP) hu-
manitarian operations.

Alyona with two of her children.
They are back in school but the
family's future is uncertain.
Photo: WFP/Serhii Artemov
More than five million people are
internally displaced in Ukraine;
nearly eight million have joined
the swelling ranks of refugees in
Europe. Many like Alyona have
been uprooted multiple times -
part of one of the fastest forced
population movements since
World War IL

Today, roughly one in three fami-
lies in Ukraine - 11 million peo-
ple - are food insecure. Nearly
one-third of the population is un-
employed. Many are now weath-
ering a bitterly cold winter with-
out power.

Landmines and other war debris
have left some farmland too dan-
gerous to plant - a massive set-
back for one of the world's big-
gest breadbaskets.

The fallout of the war has been
widespread and devastating -
feeding a hike in global prices,

deepening hunger in countries as
far flung as Lebanon, Sudan and
Venezuela, and pushing the most
precarious, like Somalia and
Yemen - grappling with conflicts
of their own - one step closer to a

hunger catastrophe.

WEFP Executive Director David
Beasley surveys the damage in
Bucha, Ukraine, during a visit last
year. Photo: WFP/Marco Frattini
Now, with a key grain initiative
set to expire next month, the im-
pact of the war risks sharpening.
5

"To all the leaders in the world,
we need to renew the Black Sea
Grain Initiative," says WFP Ex-
ecutive Director David Beasley of
a 2022 agreement allowing WFP
and other shipments of Ukraine
grain to vulnerable countries.

"It must be renewed at all costs,"
Beasley says. "Ukraine alone
feeds 400 million people around
the world."

Massive ramp-upThe past year
also saw a stunning ramp-up of
WFP's response to an unprec-
edented crisis - despite sharply
higher operating costs. Days af-
ter Alyona's frightening wake-up
call, we had launched an emer-
gency operation in Ukraine to
provide food assistance and led a

logistics push on behalf of the
wider United Nations.

A woman collects WFP food as-
sistance in Ukraine, where we
reach roughly three million peo-
ple every month. Photo: WFP/
Antoine Vallas

Now, on any given month, WFP
supports roughly three million
war-displaced and affected peo-
ple within Ukraine, distributing
food all over frontline areas.
Where supermarkets and banks
are functioning, we also distrib-
ute cash, which supports local
economies and incentivizes shops
to reopen when conditions are
deemed safe.

Since last March, WFP's pro-
grammes and grain exports have
injected more than US$700 mil-
lion into the Ukrainian economy.
Almost all our food is sourced
locally, and we work directly with
local responders.

The fresh bread, for instance, that
WEFP sends to thousands of fami-
lies living on the frontlines,
comes from local bakeries - like
a women-led business in the
southern Ukrainian city of
Mykolaiv.

WEFP is supporting bakeries like
this women-led business in south-
ern Ukraine which is delivering
bread to families on the frontlines.
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Photo: WFP/Antoine Vallas

"We deliver to villages where
there is no electricity, gas or wa-
ter, to people in destroyed villages
left without anything," says the
bakery's owner Alyona Rakova.
"We see how much value our
bread has for these people."
Across the border in Moldova,
WFP's monthly food and cash
assistance reaches thousands of
Ukrainian refugees as well as host
families. Our support includes hot
meals for Ukrainians living in
special refugee accommodation
centres, like one in the central
Moldovan city of Criuleni.?
Ukrainian refugees eat lunch at a
centre hosting them in Criuleni,
Moldova.

"I always think about dishes that
can remind them of home," says
chef Tatiana, who herself was dis-
placed by an earlier conflict in
Moldova. "I want them to be
happy here."

Black Sea breakthrough

The war in Ukraine has also in-
tensified a broader food and en-
ergy crisis. The fallout was espe-
cially acute early last year, as mil-
lions of tons of Ukrainian grain
were blocked in Black Sea ports.
That included WFP food assist-
ance, desperately needed by vul-
nerable communities in Africa
and elsewhere.

WEFP wheat is offloaded in Soma-
lia's Berbera port, after a shipment
arrived thanks to the Black Sea
Grain Initiative. Photo: WFP/
Jamal Ali

Last July saw a breakthrough,
with the Black Sea Grain Initia-
tive opening a maritime corridor
for food exports. Soon after, the
first WFP shipment was on its
way; some 23,000 metric tons of
wheat bound for the drought-hit
Horn of Africa, where millions
risked catastrophic hunger. Since
then, 16 WFP-chartered vessels
have sailed under the initiative.
In countries like Yemen, where
some places face emergency hun-

ger levels, WFP wheat which ar-
rived last October reaches fami-
lies like Mariam Othman's, in the
country's northwestern Hajjah
Governorate.

"If the food basket was not deliv-
ered, we could have died of hun-
ger,"” says Mariam, a widow and
mother of three of the WFP as-
sistance that also includes pulses
and oil.

WFP exports of grain from
Ukraine are reaching women like
Mariam Othman in Yemen, who
says her family cannot survive
without our assistance.

In Ukraine, WFP is looking ahead
at the next growing season -
working with the Food and Agri-
cultural Organization, Ukrainian
authorities and other partners to
clear agricultural land of mines
and explosive remnants.

"The main challenges we have
today are the fields that we can-
not enter because we do not know
whether they are mined or not,"
says Klepach Alexander
Mykolayovych, a farmer from
southern Ukraine, who nonethe-
less remains hopeful of a good
grain harvest.

"The faster we can get some of
these farming communities up
and running, the faster they can
contribute to the economy," and

to food diversity, says WFP
Ukraine Deputy Country Direc-
tor Marianne Ward.

Farmer Klepach Alexander
Mykolayovych cannot cultivate
some of his fields because he
doesn't know if they are mined or
not.

For the moment, many Ukrain-
ians like Alyona depend on WFP
food boxes containing staples like
pasta, canned meat and sunflower
oil.

Alyona's children have returned
to school, but electricity and wa-
ter are erratic, and the family's
future is uncertain.

"I hope the war will end soon,"
she says, "and that life will return
to normal."

WEFP's food and cash assistance
in Ukraine is generously funded
by USAID, Australia, Canada, the
Czech Republic, Denmark, the
European Union, Finland, France,
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan,
Kuwait, Luxembourg, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, Nor-
way, the Republic of Korea,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden,
Switzerland, Timor Leste, UN
CERF, the United Arab Emirates,
the United Kingdom, UN CERF,
as well as private corporations
and individuals.

by these explosions, whether it's
the Agta of the Cordillera peoples
in the Northern Philippines,
Lumad and Moro in the South, or
the Adivasis of eastern India,
Manipur, and Nagaland," says
Zuayter.

Investigation needed

"It is quite appalling that the Phil-
ippine delegation even signed the
Political Declaration against the
use of explosives in populated
areas last November, all while
continuing to bomb indigenous
communities in Kalinga and else-
where." Razan Zuayter, PCFS co-
chair, said.

In November last year, the Phil-
ippines was among the 80 mem-
ber countries that signed the land-
mark UN Political Declaration to
protect civilians against the use of
explosive weapons in populated
areas or more commonly known
as the EWIPA Political Declara-
tion.

"With the US bankrolling rising
militarism in the Asia Pacific and
escalating war rhetoric on the In-
dia-China border, there's an im-
minent danger that these human
and people's rights violations will
be swept under the rug, and
pushed further back out of the
limelight,"
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