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FAO and Nepal's Joint CPF tech-
nology for Agriculture sector

Dhanbahadur magar

May 17, Capital of Kathmandu
Nepal Wednesday, in the Soaltee
Hotel, Kathmandu FAo Country
programing Framework (CPF
Nepal (2023-2027 Lunching Cer-
emony.

Objective of overall Agriculture
and Forest sector Transformation
of United Nations and Agriculture

e ip o
RN A A L R BT T P

Nepal. The Lunching CPF
fremework 2023-27, government
and' FAO's common documents.

He Added, On behalf government
of Nepal Thanks to FAO continue
supporting for Nepal. as Sector of
policy ADS Making, even though
one village one product program.
I will hope finally productive
partnership in Nepal in food sys-
tems and various stakeholders.

R L I U

organization (FAO) Country
Programing Fremework 2023-
2027 has lunched.

Ministry of Agriculture, livestock
development, honorable minister
Dr. Beduram, bhuusal. \
National planning vice chairman
Dr. Minbahadur Shrestha, United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)'s Asia
Paciffic chief Jong-Zin kim and
United Nation habitat residency
Ms. Hanaa singer Hamdy.
Economic cooperation and coor-
dination division, ministry fi-
nance, Shreekrishna Nepal, and
FAO Representative for Nepal
chief Ken shimizu jointly signed
in CPF 2023-2027.

Honorable Minster and program's
chief guest Dr. Beduram Bhusal
said, 7 decade long assistance,
cooperation are appraciable FAO

The ministry of forest secretary
Rewati raman paudel said major
resources of forest sectors will
meaning full framework of CPF,
[ Appreciate to FAO for assistance
in technical support. Sustainable
development of biodiversity.
Achieving objectively the suc-
cessful implementation prosper-
ity of Nepal.

I want to added on sustainable
development goal, from food and
Nutrition security, agriculture and
forest sector.

National Planning commission
vice chairman Minbahadur
shrestha country framework
2027, Nepal's i1 believe on that
CPF food system transformation,
against the fight hunger and
poverty, climate change, spe-
cially role, make effective. He
added.

I am very much delighting with
FAO, Nepal government
fremework of CPF 2023-2027,
roadmap of agriculuture's
multisectors, processing on plan
will be synchronize. He said, in
1951 FAO partnership collabora-
tion are continue, I hope to rec-
ommendation on agricultural
enviroment friendly, the process-
ing sector services of food sys-
tem dialogue. Equality, respon-
sibility, sustainable development,
transforming systems Knowl-
edge, skill and advices together
from FAO for implimentation
CPF up to 2027, with Strong col-
laboration, we need to extensive,
sustainable and ground base ac-
tion.

Guest FAO assistance Director
general Mr.Jong-jin Kim Asia
pacific regional representative
Asia and Pacific, He added to
implementation Nepal govern-
ment prioritize policy according
to FAO mandate.

FAOQO.s wants members country's
increased production, Nutrition
reforms , environment reforms
process, sample of the own mem-
bers country program, activities
scale up extension program and
enhance. He said, unique oppor-
tunity food system its can reduc-
tion nature disaster, Nepal play-
ing significant role during the
long time in griculture, evaluation
on past lessons Of, crops: rice,
wheat, maize, livestock sector.
We appreciate FAO, Nepal. Help-
ing for demographic change. But
we have common challenges.
CPF 2023-2027 will address right
to food, Right to food sover-
eignty, past and formers in to de-
velopment. specially program
centrelled in technology sector.
Fishery and livestock sector i am
confidence to implement a 5 year
extension. provision of internal
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action. Emerging new issues to
solve the agricultural problems
and will able to face challenges.

Not only the inclusive develop-
ment all of the citizens for Food
ensure to added in formation of
food security. Food sovereignty,
Mal nutrition and other food se-
curity regarding the challenges
issues will essential, effectively
coordination address for country's
food system transformation, she
said.

United Nations residency repre-
sentative Ms Hanaa singer-hamdy
added. Nepal's youth have abun-
dant their origin for engages in for
foreign employment, So, Increas-
ing women responsibility in agri-
culture sector. on her country
could mention its fremeworks
women friendly technonology
should apply, development, pro-
motion, specially should mention
0f2026 CPF, developing country,
she feels happy, will fulfill the
improvement, upgrading power
of lifestyle process. UN continue
assistances she, added, Country
Programming Framework 2023-
2027

She said Agriculture sector this
significant progrman 70 year
long collaboraiton with FAO and
Government of Nepal.

Nepal agriculture still have tradi-
tional. Necessary or promote ag-
riculture development, climate
change impact on in an agricul-
ture. Urban agriculture develop-
ment food distribution. resources
more gender responsible inclu-
sive, gender of food system in
Nepal, to reduce the hunger and
minimize the poverty. The sus-
tainable food system in data are
necessary. Food Nutrition and
Food Security of Nepal. opportu-
nity she said yes we can, yes we
can do, yes you all.

In Lunching the public ceremony
program Diplomatic Ambassador,
development partnership repre-
sentative, governmental officer,
private sector, agriculture repre-

sentative, agriculture professional
entrepreneurship, development
partnership were presents.

Welcome remarks Secretary
Dr.Govindprasad sharma minis-
try of agriculture, livestock devel-
opment. Sharma said, its impor-
tance to recognize overall 70
years Technical partnership of
FAOQ's collaboration, I am also
agree agrifood transformation ini-
tiative and Zero hunger perspec-
tive. We have go ahead for food
security. | mention that the united
Nations program, I really appre-
ciate for first full program CPF
formulation of roadmap. Alliance
of CPF with national policy, sus-

tainable Nature resource manage-
ment.

We will hoping the Result of
fremework 2023-2027 agrifood
systems in Nepal. Make sure to
the market access, value chain
network. Specially income gen-
eration to farming community
from food security. After the
lunching the CPF Nepal will
achieve nutrition access. Also we
have many challenges like as cli-
mate changes, has these inclusive
gender program will success.
hundred 17 million dollar invest
in potential technical program.
Furthermore collaboration.

Forgotten ..........
Retrieving seeds from seed banks
and growing these forgotten crops
also saves them money. "In the
past, we bought oil, wheat and
pulses from the market and spent
500 to 600 rupees every month.
Our expenses have been halved
since we started cultivating these
crops. [l use the money for the edu-
cation of my children," explains
Pudi.Since her participation in the
Benefit-sharing Fund project,
Pudi has diversified her farming
with new varieties of millets, pi-
geon peas, mustard and lentils.
This helped her to harvest
throughout the year and provide
nutritious meals for her family.
"There are problems that we face
as smallholder farmers. Rainfall
is reducing. And when there is lit-
tle rainfall, like this year, irriga-
tion becomes expensive. Thank-
fully, finger millets can be grown
with less water," Pudi states, de-
scribing how the changing cli-
mate has affected her farming.
"What I grow sustains my family,
but in the future, I want to sell my
surplus on the market... I hope
that projects like the one I am
participating in with the Benefit-
sharing Fund will continue to sup-
port farmers in my village and

farmers around the world."

To date, the project has returned
the in situ cultivation and conser-
vation of 94 varieties of 42 crops.
The project aims to reach a total
of 1 250 farmers, mostly women,
from rural communities in central
and eastern Indian states. 250
farmers will receive seeds from
the five seed banks that have been
established through this project,
while a further 1 000 farmers will
benefit from technical capacity
building through workshops,
Farmer Field Schools, knowledge
exchange, information materials
and visits.

Pudi continues to promote the
saving, sharing and caring for
seeds, like millets, that may have
been forgotten but are of global
importance. In September 2022,
she addressed the International
Treaty Governing Body, where
150 countries and more than 400
participants were present, to share
her experience and stress the sig-
nificance of reviving the use of
forgotten seeds and having access
to crops that grow well locally.
This type of support that the Ben-
efit-sharing Fund supplies is the
linchpin to resilient and bounti-
ful livelihoods.
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Tea: Jenni ToddI

I want to make globally extend Nepal's

for the peoples. 1
year later prevail-
ing what a coffee.

I want to promotion of High Mountain now tea not only
tea of Nepal in chines market :

Lio Huwan [focused and

implimentation re-

Kathmandu, 28 April 2023
Dhanbahadur magar

4rth International tea festival of
Nepal 2023, April 27-29 have
been lunched honorable, Chief
guest ministry of Agriculture,
livestock development minister
Beduram bhusal lighting the in-
auguration ceremony session on
occasion of 27th Tea day.

Nepal has register Trade mark.
Participation in festival private
sector. Government office, other
of the valuable persons, specific
in the festival of Nepal.

On the occasion of tea festival
Board Deputy director Dipak
khanal welcomed International
Delegates, entrepreneur, private
sector. He said 1 would like to
extend the program, You are par-
ticipation in this program. [ would
like to share who presented in this
context of tea festival.

The prime minister Jang bahadur
rana he had brought tea in 1842
from china. It is an important his-
tory for Nepal. Then in 1860
Chief of the Ilam district Gagraj
thapa he was planted in Ilam first
time. And King Birendra ex-
tended 2028, AD in 5 district in
the eastern part of Nepal.

Nepal tea development co-opera-
tion, Herbal Nepal, National sup-
pliers produce tea 1980, King
birendra had extend in 5 district
Jhapa, Ilam bhojpur, panchthar,
Tehrathum, today not only east-
ern part of Nepal, but also com-
mercially we have reached about
20 district. 1 belief that inducing
brown tea. we are major aim to
design 90 percent investment tea
and coffee development. Playing
the role of give the employment

garded tea red tea 4rth interna-
tional tea festival of Nepal 2023,
April 27-29 held on program, we

are not alone another we are along
with tea and coffee farmers as all
of the stakeholder. Nepal tea en-
trepreneur association producing
tea, Central cooperative Nepal
also along, with board, alliance
and co-operation supporting to us
from private sector with tea asso-
ciation enhancing, branding,
quantity tea.

In September 2022 international
level quality tea competition suc-
cess to achieve the awards certi-
fication. similarly today. CTC
Tea, similarly 40 percent have re-
ducing to import, export are in-
creasing global market, Chinese
tea association, Chinese people
has golden opportunity to en-
hance the marketing entrepreneur
program.

The producers office of 50% of
expansion hug agriculture in
value chain ecosystem network
must pay have we done transfor-
mation agro industry present con-

27th National Tea Festival in Nepal

dition economically supporting
by government, Helping for to
public private partnership funda-
mentally strengthen the tea sec-
tors attraction increasing.

Jenni Todd tea Trader United state
of America New york. She had
said, Really i wants to extend glo-

bally in the world, Nepali tea, so,
I have waiting rich tea market in
the future of tea. High value, high
quality to addressed qualitative
tea. To commercialization in the
future. To dissemination of high
volume of in the market so you
need mechanize and modern mar-
ket make ensure the production,
its quality from Nepal between
the high altitude mountain tea
quantity make hug standerds.
Make recognize more affordable
such excitement even recovery
board of price of tea.

Who have had seen very nice eve-
rybody. requesting to recognize.
I'am 10 years in Nepal, I will back
to united state, Rathi also men-
tion that increasing the USA mar-
ket.

Lio Huwan Chairman Chinese
Tea association, He said, Nepal is
a best business partner country, I
am speaking first time English,
The best business we should do.
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Thendu National Company we
want to increased business, it
should be must important in these
two country Jointly trading, |
want to have change fantastically
market Nepal's high mountain tea.
Black tea, White tea, white tea
likes chinese sonsumer, also
green tea. 1.3 million Nepal farm
generated real production, same
organic tea being in Nepal. High
mountain tea natural farming to
differences the more tea Best
marketing seed the seasoned of
important we also product. we
also produce certain percent of
tea. Nepali tea dimmentionly
opportunity in the chinese market.
It is not advantaged must the pro-
vide believeable relationship
within the two country peoples
China and Nepal. I want to pro-
mote Nepalese High mountain tea
in the Chinese market.

Long time practiced in Nepal tea
really chinese market, Nepal's
tea.

Highly increased demand of Ne-
pal's tea in chinese market. Re-
lated consortium project manager.
Rabi Rathi addressing the on oc-
casion of tea day. Entrepreneur
regarded institute organization
should be promotion. Economics
sector can improve and can re-
duce the trade loss. Increased
strong economic sector from only
Agriculture sector. Huwan said
should be facilitated to entrepre-
neurship in Nepal.

Youth farmers Pandav Timilsina
Ilam, Usha Subba limbu,
Taplejung, Dilkumar rai bhojpur,
were awarded National entrepre-
neur award 2023.

Chief guest Beduram bhusal ad-
dressed on occasion of the 27 the
tea day, Bhusal said, I am feeling
happy that on occasion of celebra-
tion of 27th tea festival I want to
greeting to of all.

He adding, Who have engage in
the tea sector present in the year.
on Nepal 1860 continue by tea
sector playing the important role

to reduce trade deficit, 60 percent
tea performance daring to indus-
try facility.

Beautiful tea home district I
would like to participants thanks,
make the effective program of 27
the tea festival ceremony celebra-
tion.

Honerable minister Ramesh Rijal
Ministry for Industry, commerce
and supplies he said, Thanks to
make the organizer to make the

meaningful program. Value of the
tea festival in Nepal, should be
helpful to make the market and
trade policy promotion through
the festival. He said, Nepal gov-
ernment want to thanks too. I
want request to Manufacture of
trecibility high quality tea produc-
tion, he said, It will be helpful
option of opportunity to Nepal
Government to make the effective
program.
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Critical moment for global
food Security:Analyse-WFP

ROME - Cindy H. McCain joins
the United Nations World Food
Programme as the new Executive
Director today, warning that the
world is facing an unparalleled
food crisis that requires the
Rome-based agency to urgently
raise more resources, innovate

need."

The new Executive Director
stressed that no organization can
solve world hunger alone and that
global cooperation is critical to
save the millions of lives at risk.
She said one of her first actions
as WFP chief will be to set up a

further, and develop ambitious
new partnerships.McCain, who
has served since 2021 as the
United States Ambassador to the
three UN food and agriculture
agencies in Rome, takes the helm
of an organization which last year
delivered food assistance to a
record 158 million people around
the world. Food insecurity re-
mains at unprecedented levels in
2023 as conflict, economic
shocks, climate extremes and ris-
ing fertilizer prices continue to
disrupt food production globally.
"Hunger is soaring, resources are
running dangerously low and ra-
tion cuts are coming if we don't
have the money to get food to
those who need it most. Without
the funds, we simply cannot feed
as many people," McCain said.
"My priorities are clear: increase
our resources, improve our effec-
tiveness, and scale up partner-
ships and innovation to bring
modern solutions to those most in

taskforce on innovation, bringing
together the best minds in both the
public and private sectors to rec-
ommend measurable steps to ad-
dress hunger.

WFP estimates that more than
345 million people worldwide are
facing crisis levels of food inse-
curity in 2023, an increase of al-
most 200 million since early
2020. Of'these, 43 million are just
one step away from famine.

"We need even closer collabora-
tion with our partners to reverse

this unparalleled crisis," McCain
said. "Today we are asking new
friends - especially from the pri-
vate sector - to step up and join
us. The world must not turn its
back on the hungry."

In her role as United States Am-
bassador to the UN food and ag-
riculture agencies in Rome,
McCain has seen WFP's opera-
tions up close, travelling to Laos,
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Guatemala,
Honduras, Kenya, Zambia,
Tajikistan, and Madagascar in the
last 12 months. The new WFP
chief takes over from former
South Carolina governor David
Beasley, who was Executive Di-
rector from 2017 until now.

"I am deeply honoured to lead
WFP and thrilled to be a part of
the team. WFP has been in my life
for decades and was an inspira-
tion in my own humanitarian ca-
reer," she said.

McCain is the former Chair of the
Board of Trustees of the McCain
Institute for International Leader-
ship at Arizona State University,
where she oversaw the organiza-
tion's focus on advancing charac-
ter-driven global leadership based
on security, economic opportu-
nity, freedom, and human dignity
as well as chairing the Institute's
Human Trafficking Advisory
Council.

5 April 2023

HAfgae Arhr awfia g=aT

qEATE FATAT, ATH AT AT |
q. g9, HAIH TR |

¥ HEIHET Al ATET TG

FRATTeT ST WToTeTde AT STeAH FRTE%eh! el T3 |

2. forerar afguet, @ifaTsr @rverEs Tt |
3. 9Tg, TS @A e fat

HY AT HITTH

aa:ﬁsr A oco WS (Krishi Journal-2023 (May-April)

I8



FOSTERING COLLECTIVE AC-
TION ON FORGOTTEN FOOD

Small and marginal Indian farm-
ers including women farmers
have been recipients and benefi-
ciaries of innovation and knowl-
edge "transferred" by scientists.
However, their roles especially of
the women farmers as the back-
bone of marginal farmer house-
holds in India are often not ac-
knowledged. With an aim to high-
light their contributions, particu-
larly during India's year of cel-
ebrating millets, the Self Em-
ployed Women's Association
(SEWA) in collaboration with the
Asian Farmers' Association for

(AFA), the Asia-Pacific Associa-
tion of Agricultural Research In-
stitutions (APAARI), and M. S.

Swaminathan Research Founda- E s
tion (MSSRF), Biodiversity In- §

ternational, CIAT with the support

of the Global Forum on Agricul- §
tural Research and Innovation _
(GFAR) and European Commis- =

sion are organizing a
Stakeholders' Convening delib-
eration meeting, with the theme
"Fostering a Farmer-Cantered
Collective Action on Forgotten
Foods", on -3-5 May 2023 in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India.

The multistakeholder workshop
brings together representatives of
regional farmers' organizations
AFA, national farmers organiza-
tion SEWA, partner farmer
groups of MSSRF, NESFAS,
IMSE, NEICORD:; national agri-
cultural research and extension
institutions (ICAR, Centre of Ex-
cellence on Millets, MLCU Uni-
versity), government agencies,
non-governmental organizations
(BAIF, WASSAN, A Dialogue),
regional associations, and inter-
national development/research
agencies (GFAR, CIAT/
Biodiversity, WorldVeg Center,
APAARI, AARINENA) to de-

velop a complete programme de-
sign on forgotten foods. The event
aims to raise awareness and build
commitment to initiate a multi-
stakeholder platform on forgotten
food and crops.

It aims to provide food and nutri-
tion security, resilience building,
and climate adaptation to farm-
ers who are custodians of forgot-
ten food and biodiversity. The ini-
tiative combines farmers' insights,

[

— ol

perspectives, and experiences
with innovative formal research,
bringing the two groups together
as equal partners in research.

To bring Forgotten foods to the
forefront, reducing the distance
between small farmers/producers
and consumers and building
farmer-owned supply chains is
critical and important.

The initiative is a significant step
forward to guiding the global for-
gotten foods agenda, and it is en-
visioned to attract other countries
and societies to embrace forgot-
ten food that is healthy and highly
nutritious, contributing to more
functional, diversified, and sus-
tainable agri-food systems.
Earlier this year, local consulta-
tions with farmers took place in
Gujarat, Meghalaya, Odisha, and
Tamil Nadu, where farmers them-
selves identified forgotten crops,

solutions for seed selection, con-
servation and multiplication,
value addition, marketing, and
various culinary applications. The
outcomes of these consultations
are a basis for this international
workshop, which will demon-
strate evidence, raise awareness
and build commitment to initiate
a multi-stakeholder platform on
forgotten food and crops. The
event also considers existing ini-

tiatives, such as the United Na-
tions Decade of Family Farming,
Farmers' Forum, National Com-
mittees of Family Farming, and
the International Year of Millets
initiated by the Government of
India.

The efforts are tuned to reaching
the following:

" Build a common under-
standing of the Collective Action
on Forgotten Food Framework
(Global, Regional, and National);
" Foster collaboration be-
tween farmers' organizations, ag-
ricultural research institutions,
NGOs, and other value chain ac-
tors by initiating the formation of
a platform/network to promote
co-innovation, taking into ac-
count existing platforms such as
the National Committees of Fam-
ily Farming (NCFFs) and Farm-
ers' Forum.
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Japan, UN-IFAD boost
global food security

20 April 2023

Rome/Tokyo, 20 April 2023 -
Connecting small-scale food pro-
ducers with larger agrifood com-
panies can go a long way to en-
suring global food security. In a
statement released today by
Alvaro Lario, President of the
UN's International Fund for Ag-
ricultural Development (IFAD)
and Tetsuro Nomura, Minister of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies of Japan (MAFF), the two

leaders announced the launch of
the Enhanced Linkages between
Private Sector and Small-scale
Producers initiative (ELPS)
which will be presented at the G7
Agricultural Meeting in Miyazaki
later this week.

The agreement between IFAD
and MAFF of Japan promises to
strengthen their strategic partner-
ship with the aim to make small-
scale producers and local food
systems around the world more
resilient and sustainable together
with the enhanced engagement of
private sector companies. ELPS
investments will be geared to-
wards improving agricultural pro-
ductivity, raising incomes, and
enhancing the livelihoods of
small-scale producers in develop-
ing countries. The MAFF will
support [IFAD with approximately
US$2 million for the implemen-
tation of the initiative as part of
this partnership.

Living on the front lines of cli-
mate change, small-scale food
producers, including farmers,
fisher folks, herders and food
processors, are being hit the hard-
est by the current combination of
crises, especially the climate and
cost-of-living crises. Unpredict-
able weather events, drought and
floods hamper production. Many
cannot absorb prices hikes be-
cause they already spend more
than half of their income to put
— & food on
7 | the table.
? Yet small-
scale
farmers
are the
corner-
stone of
global
food secu-
\ rity, pro-
" ducing
one third of the world's food.
The joint statement recognizes the
essential role that the private sec-
tor has in eradicating world hun-
ger, malnutrition and poverty. By
working with small-scale food
producers, private sector partners
such as food companies can con-
tribute to sustainable agriculture
and resilient food systems. Mu-
tually beneficial cooperation will
help increase agricultural produc-
tion, boosting profits for both
partners as well as strengthening
global food security.
Minister Nomura said, "This ini-
tiative will facilitate initial stages
of collaboration between the pri-
vate sector and small-scale farm-
ers in developing countries. It will
work with local farmers and their
organizations that are deemed to
merit from the private sector's
expertise in enhancing their pro-
ductivity and sustainability, and
in turn provide the private sector

with opportunities to engage in
local farming communities to en-
hance the sustainability of their
value chains."

"IFAD is honoured to implement
this flagship initiative to boost
public-private-producer rural in-
vestments, with the leadership of
Japan under the G7 Presidency.
With IFAD's unique capacity, we
can further strengthen the capac-
ity of small-scale food producers
in developing countries to access
new markets" said the President
of IFAD. "Small-scale producers
can greatly benefit from the ex-
pertise, knowledge, and technolo-
gies from private sector to in-
crease production and incomes,
while contributing to global food
security."

G7 Agriculture Ministers' Meet-
ing and IFAD in Japan

On 22 and 23 April President
Lario will participate in the G7
Agriculture Ministers' Meeting in
Miyazaki to share IFAD's vision
with G7 leaders, and make the
case for investing in rural devel-
opment and resilience as the most
cost-effective way to improve
global food security, and support
global stability.

The President of IFAD will also
meet with several CEOs of large
Japanese food companies in the
coming days in Miyazaki to seek
out opportunities to connect the
Japanese private sector with
small-scale food producers in de-
veloping countries.

Japan and IFAD share a commit-
ment to achieve global food se-
curity and improved nutrition
with a focus on low-income and
lower-middle-income countries,
particularly in Africa and Asia.
Japan is a key partner for and
member state of IFAD. With a
total contribution of US$619.4
million to I[FAD's regular replen-
ishments since 1977, Japan is the
Fund's sixth largest contributor.
Note to editors:
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Reducing the environmental

footprin

of WFP's
operations

April 21, 2023

Can you introduce yourself ?
Where are you from, where are
you based now and what is your
role with WFP?

I'm half Italian and half Swiss, but
I grew up in Italy. Currently, I am
based in the Regional Bureau in
Nairobi, working as a Regional
Environmental Officer. In my
role, I help Country Offices re-
duce and manage the environ-
mental footprint of their opera-
tions for a more sustainable to-
morrow. I do this through apply-
ing our Environmental Manage-
ment System, which helps us to
systematically and consistently
identify, monitor, manage, and
reduce our environmental foot-
print.

Tell us about your professional
journey. Why did you decide to
pursue a career in sustainability?
My journey in sustainability
started with my Bachelor's thesis
- a research on how different
countries are progressively recog-
nizing the right of access to clean
water in their constitutions. I then
did a Master's degree in Sustain-
able Development in the Nether-
lands and Germany, where I stud-
ied the basics of environmental
governance, environmental eco-
nomics, and natural resources
management. At that time, in

Emarumela Cattanen
Errwrasmernnial sdesor
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2013, sustainability was not yet a
buzzword and my choice of stud-
ies was a bit of a gamble since
there weren't that many jobs in the
sector.

During my studies and right af-
ter, I did a series of internships,
including one in India for a wind
energy company and one in Am-
sterdam with a clean-tech start-
up. [ was still in the Netherlands
when [ saw an ad from WFP look-
ing for someone to work on the
carbon footprint of their opera-
tions - exactly what I studied!

I got the job in Headquarters and
worked there for 2 years before
moving to Nairobi, where I've
been for the past 5 years. It's been
an incredible journey and I wit-
nessed the shift toward
sustainability, which is now one
of the pillars of humanitarian and
development action.

What are some of your day-to-
day responsibilities? Are you
often in the field ?

I support WFP Regional and
country teams, and engageging
with colleagues from HQ, to be-
come more sustainable, ensuring
we leave behind a positive legacy
in the countries we work in. I'm
part of a small team, so my tasks
are very diverse and range from
developing technical proposals to
conducting trainings to represent

, operations of WFP

WEFP at environmental events. My
current focus areas include reduc-
ing our energy use and green-
house gas emissions, minimizing
and properly managing our waste,
reducing our water consumption,
promoting sustainable procure-
ment decisions and increasing
staff ~awareness  around
sustainability.

Going to the field is a central part
of my work, and I've been lucky
enough to have traveled to many
WEFP operations in Eastern Africa
in the last five years. Every con-
text has different environmental
challenges, and my responsibility
is to visit WFP operations, under-
stand their biggest issues and find
appropriate improvement solu-
tions.

What is one of the memorable
moments working on a WFP
project ?

I have many good memories
working on WFP projects around
East Africa! Once I was looking
for a solution to plastic packag-
ing waste in Djibouti and the
WEFP port captain brought me on
a chartered WFP vessel to meet
the captain and the crew and dis-
cuss if they could help us move
the waste for recycling. I realized
that no matter the challenge, WFP
always looks for ways to tackle
it!

Can you share some success sto-
ries you've witnessed since you
started working in this field ?
Energy efficiency and renewables
are one of the top priorities I'm
working on and I have witnessed
a success story of completely
moving away from diesel genera-
tors in a WFP Final delivery point
(FDP) within the Kakuma refu-
gee settlement in Kenya, which is
now fully powered by clean en-
ergy thanks to the efforts of the
Kenya Country Office and WFP's
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Energy Efficiency Programme.
Since then, solar mini-grids and
other solar systems have been
expanded throughout the settle-
ment, within humanitarian agen-
cies compounds, and the host
community, bringing clean, reli-
able, and cost-effective power to
beneficiaries and the host com-
munity.

Another area where I've seen a
major improvement is waste man-
agement. WFP Ethiopia, Sudan,
Kenya, and Rwanda, for example,
have now established a series of
long-term agreements with local
waste recyclers and have recycled
hundreds of tonnes of waste that
would have otherwise been sent
to the landfill. WFP taking re-
sponsibility for its waste has huge
benefits for local communities: it
helps safeguard the environment
for future generations and stimu-
lates recycling ecosystems with
positive effects on local econo-
mies.

WEFP taking responsibility for its
waste has huge benefits for local
communities. It helps safeguard
the environment for future gen-
erations and stimulates recycling
ecosystems with positive effects
on local economies.

What I love about working in this
field is that it brings together pro-
fessionals from all disciplines and
backgrounds and it challenges us
to re-think our way of living. The
opportunities for improvement
are huge and my work can bring
a practical contribution to achiev-
ing more sustainable develop-
ment.

Climate change is one of the big-
gest threats facing our world. In
your experience, what can hu-
manitarian organisations such as
WEFP do to tackle climate change?
Humanitarian agencies play a key
role in supporting people dealing
with the impacts of the climate
crisis. WFP works with commu-
nities to anticipate climate haz-

ards before they turn into disas-
ters, restore degraded ecosystems,
protect them with financial safety
nets and energise their communi-
ties with access to sustainable

energy. At the same time, they can
have a large environmental foot-
print, which needs to be addressed
if they don't want to cause unin-
tended harm to the same people
they are trying to help, leaving
behind an unwanted legacy.
Humanitarian agencies must de-
carbonise their operations, reduce
waste generation, improve recy-
cling and procure more
sustainably, for a better future for
people and the planet.

The tide has turned, and humani-
tarian agencies are increasingly
taking responsibility for their en-
vironmental impacts, but a lot still
has to be done to turn those ap-
proaches into action. Humanitar-
ian agencies must invest in decar-
bonizing their operations, reduce
waste generation and improve re-
use and recycling, procure more
sustainably (buy less, buy better,
buy local), work with other hu-
manitarian actors, donors, and the
private sector to leverage finan-
cial and technical resources to
implement environmental solu-
tions.

What is one thing WFP is doing
in your field that we should ab-
solutely shine a light on?

WEFP is setting ambitious decar-
bonization and waste manage-

ment targets and is mobilizing
resources to deliver on those goals
in cooperation with other humani-
tarian organisations and donors.
There are many ongoing cross-
functional initiatives aiming at
generating evidence on environ-
mental impacts from WFP's op-
erations (e.g. carbon accounting,
energy audits) and strategically
acting upon them.

Can you share three tips for
people looking to pursue a simi-
lar career ?

Sustainability is a wide sector
with many entry points and spe-
cialization opportunities. My ad-
vice is to choose university pro-
grams that provide general
knowledge and basics on
sustainability combined with a
focus on more specific pillars
such as renewable energy or en-
vironmental policy and govern-
ance or environmental econom-
ics and finance. I would recom-
mend starting as early as possi-
ble to have practical and diverse
experiences in the sector, through
internships and volunteering.
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-Forgotten Food, Millets and C.omn.lunizy
seed banks 1improve biodiversity

Millets grow well in Bihar, a state
in eastern India, but farmers
stopped cultivating the crop and
lost its seeds. The Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) funds a
project that reintroduced millets
and other crops through commu-
nity seed banks and on-far
14/04/2023

Once again, it hasn't rained
enough in the monsoon season in
Bihar, an ecastern state of India.
The wells have gone dry, and 27-
year-old Pudi Soren has to travel
to the riverside to grow crops,
such as chickpeas and rice, that
provide necessary calories and
sustenance in the winter months.
One crop that she can plant near
her home in this season is finger
millet. Finger millet doesn't re-
quire a lot of water to grow. It
needs very little fertilizer, and it
is full of protein.

"We have forgotten about some
crops," says Pudi. "When we were
children, we saw crops such as
finger millets too, but people
stopped their cultivation for many
years."

Over the past two decades, com-
munities in central and eastern
Indian states had largely aban-
doned the cultivation of oilseeds,
pulses and small grains such as
millets due to trends and other
pressures. This led to a loss of the
seeds and knowledge of how to
grow them. But the decline in
their cultivation has contributed
to serious malnutrition and loss
of genetic diversity in the area.
Pudi recently started growing
these crops again from seeds she
initially received from a Benefit-
sharing Fund project in India, ad-
ministered by the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Re-
sources of the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United

Nations (FAO) and implemented
by the non-profit organisation,
Public Advocacy Initiatives for
Rights and Values in India.

"My husband and I have a small
piece of land, but we did not grow
much previously, because we
lacked the necessary resources,"
describes Pudi. "Three years ago,
the project gave us seeds and en-
couraged us to do farming. Now
I am proud to be a farmer."

The Benefit-sharing Fund is a
component of the FAO Interna-
tional Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agricul-
ture, which works to support
farmers in developing countries
to safeguard and use plant genetic
diversity for food security and to
cope with climate change. The
project in India works to increase
resilience in farming practices,
enhance nutrition and support
livelihoods by reintroducing and
improving farmers' access to
oilseeds, pulses and small grains.
Pudi values the many advantages
that millets bring her. "We can
grow finger millet in the rice fal-
low season and summer, and they
do not need fertilizers; some cow
dung is sufficient. It is a good
source of protein in our meals,
and my children like the biscuits
that [ make with the flour."

Community seed banks facilitate
the exchange and storage of local
crop varieties. In tribal areas in In-
dia, mud jars are traditionally
used for seed storage.
Community seed banks :
Farmers in Pudi's area each used
to harvest a single type of crop
during monsoon season. With the
launch of five community seed
banks, the project contributed to
diversifying locally grown crops.
"We get seeds from millets, ama-
ranth, lentils, mustard and pigeon
peas from our nearby community
seed bank. We return the seeds
after harvesting. Many more peo-
ple have become interested in dif-
ferent types of crops after seeing
us. The areas where people grow
pulses, oilseeds and millets is ex-
panding in our village," explains
Pudi.

The community seed bank is key
to ensuring farmers' timely access
to seeds without having to travel
far. It also serves as a training cen-
tre and a meeting place for farm-
ers to work together with scien-
tists from nearby agricultural uni-
versities. Farmers learn how to
grow the crops sustainably and
how to save the seeds for future
seasons. They also participate in
trials to select seeds that best ca-
ter to their needs and preferences.
Continue ........ 28
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