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The Marshall Islands versus the
Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle

When the Coconut Rhinoceros
Beetle was first detected in the
Marshall Islands, it prompted a
state of emergency and led the
government to request assistance
from FAO. The beetle infestation
is not merely an agricultural issue
but a crisis threatening the founda-
tion of island culture: coconut cul-
tivation.

"
" ey
et

21/06/2024

In the Marshall Islands, where the
Pacific Ocean's vibrant turquoise
waters meet scattered atolls, the
coconut palm stands majestically
as both a vital emblem of suste-
nance and a profound cultural sym-
bol.

Known affectionately as "the tree
oflife," the coconut palm is deeply
integrated into the Marshallese way
of life, inspiring legends and serv-
ing a variety of practical purposes.
One such legend recounts the story
of a massive coconut tree that
emerged from the grave of a re-
vered chief. It is said that its fronds
stretched toward the heavens while
its roots extended deep into the
underworld, symbolizing a sacred
bridge between the spiritual and
human realms.

This tale exemplifies the deep spir-
itual connection the Marshallese
people have with nature.

In daily life, every part of the palm
is used with great respect: fronds
are woven into thatched roofs and
mats; trunks are fashioned into
durable canoes, and the coconuts
themselves provide essential nour-
ishment.

Beyond these uses, the tree sym-
bolizes resilience and continuity,
reminding the community of the

o

interconnectedness of life.

However, this critical cultural and
ecological staple is now threatened
by the Coconut Rhinoceros Bee-
tle (Oryctes rhinoceros). Originally
native to Asian countries, this pest
has found its way to various parts
of the Pacific, posing significant
threats to local agriculture and eco-
systems.

The Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO)
has responded by assessing the
beetle's impact and spearheading
strategic interventions to control its
spread.

The adult beetles are destructive
as they burrow into the unopened
coconut palm spear leaves and
spathes and feed on the internal tis-
sues. Damage to the spathes leads
to the loss of nuts. This impacts the
production and exports of coco-
nut products, predominantly pro-
duced by smallholder farmers.
Adult rhinoceros beetles, distin-
guishable by the prominent horn on

males used in mating battles, can
measure between 35 to 50 milli-
metres in length.

At first, the pest was detected in
the vicinity of Amata Kabua Inter-
national Airport, located in the
western part of Rairok on the
south side of the atoll of Majuro,
the capital of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands. The discovery
was deemed so dangerous that the
Government of the Marshall Is-
lands declared a state of emer-
gency in the country on 2 October
2023.

The life cycle of the rhinoceros
beetle involves complete metamor-
phosis, progressing from egg to
larva, to pupa and then to an adult
beetle. Females lay eggs in decay-
ing organic debris such as coconut
logs and leaf piles, where the lar-
vae-creamy white grubs with
brown heads-feed and grow, po-
tentially reaching up to 60 millime-
tres in length.

This stage can last several months,
depending on environmental con-
ditions, before they pupate in
earthen cells and emerge as adults
in 20-25 days.

The adult beetles are particularly
destructive as they burrow into
unopened palm fronds to feed on
essential tissues, causing damage
to the spathes, which leads to loss
of nut clusters. This damage re-
duces the yield of coconuts, which
are crucial exports for the islands,
valued at approximately USD 15
million annually and predominantly
produced by smallholder farmers.
Given that coconut cultivation cov-
ers most of the land across the is-
lands-except for the more urban-
ized atolls-the beetle infestation is
not merely an agricultural issue but
a crisis threatening the foundation
of island culture.

FAO's Integrated Pest Manage-
ment approach reduces reliance on
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pesticides, which can exacerbate
pest issues and pose risks to envi-
ronmental and human health. FAO
trained local plant protection offic-
ers to enhance the country's capac-
ity to effectively manage this pest.
At the request of the government,
FAO led the efforts to manage
these pests and control their
spread. These efforts include sani-
tizing affected trees and implement-
ing integrated pest management
(IPM) solutions, specifically tai-
lored to meet the islands' unique
needs.

Shoki AlDobai, FAO's Team
Leader for Locusts and
Transboundary Plant Pests and
Diseases, emphasized the critical
nature of these measures, stating,
"The urgent support is aimed at
protecting the vital coconut re-
sources and the well-being of the
island communities and at strength-
ening the government's response to
the rhinoceros beetle outbreak."
The FAO's broader IPM strategy
aims to reduce reliance on pesti-
cides, which can exacerbate pest
issues and pose risks to environ-
mental and human health.

This approach balances pests and
their natural enemies, integrating
biological, physical and cultural
strategies to cultivate healthy crops
and minimize pesticide use. The
goal is to promote a sustainable
ecosystem approach, encouraging
natural pest control mechanisms
and fostering the growth of resil-
ient crops, avoiding chemical meth-
ods as much as possible.

Maged Elkahky, FAO Agricultural
Officer working on Locusts and
Transboundary Plant Pests and
Diseases, also highlighted the im-
portance of enforcement of the
phytosanitary measures, raising
awareness and the regular moni-
toring of transboundary plant pests
such as CRB to prevent their in-
troduction. The early detection of
CRB and similar pests allows for
early action and enhances the
chances of containment and even

FAO sounds Alarm over
High risk of famine across
the whole Gaza Strip

FAO sounds alarm over high risk
of famine across the whole Gaza
Strip amidst humanitarian access
constraints

New analysis reveals that almost
the entire population is facing high
levels of acute food insecurity with
1 in 5 Gazans being on the verge
of famine

Livestock-holding farmers and
herders in Rafah, Gaza Strip, re-
ceive animal fodder distributed by

FAO to support local food pro-
duction, April, 2024.

26/06/2024

Rome/New York - The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) raises alarm
over high risk of famine across the
whole Gaza Strip, as long as con-
flict continues, and sustained and
at-scale humanitarian access is re-
stricted, according to a new report
published by the Integrated Food
Security Phase Classification (IPC)
global initiative.

"We have observed high risk of
famine over the last eight months
due to relentless hostilities charac-
terized by bombardment and
ground operations as well as lim-
ited access to those in need of ur-

gent humanitarian aid which have
had severe impacts on the entire
population of Gaza", said FAO
Chief Economist Maximo Torero
while commenting on the IPC's lat-
est findings at a press briefing in
New York. "The report clearly
shows that once the flow of and
access to food and water in the
Northern Gaza improved, the risk
of famine has significantly de-
creased, therefore the solution is

clear."

However, he emphasized that de-
spite some improvements in the
Northern parts during the period
of analysis, the situation still re-
mains very fragile, unpredictable,
and critical, and any significant
change may lead to a rapid dete-
rioration into famine in Gaza. The
Chief Economist added that in
Northern Gaza especially the
ground operations continue with
high intensity triggering forced dis-
placement thus further exacerbat-
ing the social and food security situ-
ation.

With almost the entire population
(96 percent) facing high levels of
acute food insecurity (IPC Phase
3 or above), any deterioration may

potential eradicatiess
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-Support for animals means

families in the Republic of

Fodder provisions help families
use their income to meet other ba-
sic need

In 2022, the Republic of Moldova
faced an extreme drought that led
to 50 - 60 percent losses in some
of their crops. With this loss of in-
come and increased prices of ag-
ricultural inputs, families with live-
stock couldn't buy the feed neces-
sary for their animals. © UN

25/06/2024

Spouses Mihail and Vera
Gradinaru were born and grew up
in Cirpesti, a village situated about
120 kilometers away from the capi-
tal of the Republic of Moldova,
Chisinau. Set amidst land for culti-
vating and pastures for grazing, this
village of just about 600 house-
holds is one where families pre-
dominantly rely on farming or rais-
ing cattle.

After knowing each other for many
years, Mihail and Vera got married
and now have five children. Both
parents work in the village, Vera
as a kindergarten teacher's assist-
ant and Mihail as a farmer. Cows,
pigs, goats, sheep, rabbits and
poultry fill up the backyard of their
house.

The Gradinarus' youngest daugh-
ter, Livia, still lives with them, as
does their daughter, Alina, who just
recently had a baby, and whose
husband is temporarily working
abroad.

It is a full house, but both Vera and

Mihail are used to this, having
grown up with many siblings them-
selves. And the spouses are deter-
mined to give their children school-
ing and the option of obtaining the
type of job they want to do.

"We couldn't afford studies. I
come from a family with eleven
children, while my wife was one of
four. We had to start working from
ayoung age. Nobody really asked
P us what we
wanted to do in
£ life. That's why we
{| tryto help our chil-
dren as much as
gl we can, so that at
least they have a
profession and can
get by easier, either
in the village, or
wherever their des-
tiny takes them,"
describes Mihail.

In response to the challenges the
country faced, FAO distributed
cattle fodder to 2 638 families in
2023. © UN Moldova

Mihail on the other hand continues
the work that his parents did and
is content keeping livestock. "We
have always had animals, this is
what our parents did, this is what
we do," explains Mihail.

He and Vera are particularly tied
to their two cows: Marta and
Stella. As the spouses say, these
cows are the family's greatest sup-
port. They are vital for their fami-
ly's nutrition, and the milk also
serves as payment for helpers who
work on their farm or house.
"May our cattle be healthy! Oth-
erwise, how are we going to man-
age?" Mihail exclaims.

In 2022, the country faced an ex-
treme drought that led to 50- 60
percent losses in some of their
major agricultural products like
sunflower, corn and wheat. With
this loss of income and increased

Moldova

input prices, families with animals
couldn't buy the necessary animal
feed. In response, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) distributed
cattle fodder to 2 638 families
across five districts in 2023. Each
family received between 350 and
375 kg of fodder, which was vital
in addressing existing feed short-
ages.

The activity is part of a project
implemented jointly with the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme, and financed by the Aus-
trian Development Agency - the
operational unit of Austrian Devel-
opment Cooperation - and the
Government of Switzerland.
According to the estimates of the
Government of the Republic of
Moldova, 70 percent of the coun-
try's small farms were already suf-
fering from a lack of resources, in-
puts and arid weather conditions,
and the war in Ukraine further im-
pacted the prices of agricultural
inputs, most of which the Republic
of Moldova imports from Russian
and the Ukraine. Fertilizers, fuel
and seeds became three to five
times more expensive than in 2021.
Throughout 2023, the cost of im-
ported agricultural inputs remained
very high, resulting in high produc-
tion costs. At the same time, prices
of agricultural goods dropped dra-
matically throughout the year. This
has resulted in a 30 percent de-
crease in revenue for rural families
compared to the last five-year av-
erage.

Mihail and Vera can use some of
the money saved on feed to take
care of other vital expenses, like
repairing their roof. © UN
Moldova

Life's challenges

Amidst these challenges, Mihail
also had to undergo several spinal
surgeries. Although he is full of en-
ergy and enthusiasm, his mobility
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is reduced, and he can no longer
do all the physical labour he once
did."Before the surgeries I also
used to work in the forest, provid-
ing my family with wood. Now I
am content only with what I can
do around the house and with the
cattle in the pasture."

The FAO support for their animals
was a huge assistance for the fam-
ily. "Animals, like children, have
their own expense.... And when
you can hardly provide bread for
your children, it's obviously even
harder to buy animal feed," de-
scribes Vera.

With the fodder donation, Mihail
and Vera can use some of the
money saved to take care of other
vital expenses. For some time, the
family had been struggling to re-
pair the leaky roof of the old house
in which they live. They used the
extra cash they saved on fodder
to pay for construction materials
and repay some of the debts they
have due to the house repairs.
"It's the first time we get animal
feed. You know, it helps a lot,"
adds Vera.

In early 2024, funding from the
Government of Japan allowed
FAO to distribute animal fodder to
an additional 2 950 livestock herd-
ers. By early 2025, with the funds
provided by the Austrian Develop-
ment Cooperation and Switzer-
land, FAO will secure animal feed
for another 4 880 families that de-
pend on their cattle. This ensures
complete animal feed coverage for
all the drought-affected southern
districts of the Republic of
Moldova.

FAOQ is also supplying rural com-
munities with essential agricultural
resources, such as alfalfa seeds to
grow for feed and vegetable seed
kits. These resources, along with
establishing 15 Farmer Fields
Schools that teach climate-smart
vegetable production, will help
families be more resilient to drought
and other extreme climate events.

push more people into catastrophic
levels of hunger, for example, if the
level of permits and access of
trucks with humanitarian aid to
Gaza declines and does not in-
crease substantially, Torero
warned.

The new data reveals that while the
increased amount of food deliver-
ies and nutrition services provided
to the northern governorates have
temporarily alleviated hunger con-
ditions, the situation in the south-
ern governorates deteriorated fol-
lowing renewed hostilities in early
May.

More than half of cropland is dam-
aged FAO's recent satellite data
analysis reveals a continuous in-
crease in damaged agricultural
land, with over halfthe land dam-
aged across the Gaza Strip or more
than 57 percent as of May 2024.
Of'these damaged lands, approxi-
mately 61 percent are orchards, 19
percent are vegetables and 20 per-
cent are cereals.

This level of agricultural land dam-
age is highly concerning, with a 33
percent increase in damaged land
since January 2024.

The satellite images indicate that
heavy vehicle tracks, razing, shell-
ing and other conflict-related pres-
sures have also significantly dam-
aged agricultural infrastructure in
the Gaza Strip. The analysis reveals
damages to greenhouses of almost
33 percent, to wells of more than
46 percent, to solar panels of al-
most 65 percent, and over 2 300
agricultural infrastructures.

Local food production at risk
Agriculture in the Gaza Strip rep-
resents over 40 percent of the sur-
face area and contributes to ap-
proximately 20-30 percent of daily
consumption. The damage to the
agricultural sector due to the hos-
tilities is extensive, bringing crucial
local production of fresh and nu-
tritious food to a near total halt,
decreasing the population's access
to essential food items required for
a healthy diet. The livelihoods of

vulnerable farmers, herders and
fishers have been significantly im-
pacted, posing serious problems
for future recovery.

Households with high dependency
on agriculture have experienced up
to 72 percent in income losses.
The Port of Gaza City has been
severely damaged, with most fish-
ing boats destroyed. Animal inven-
tories are seeing a sharp decline.
A large share of meat and dairy
producing livestock in Gaza have
been slaughtered, consumed or
damaged and lost due to conflict.
FAQ's emergency agricultural sup-
port

FAOQ, like other UN and humani-
tarian actors, has experienced
logistical challenges, particularly
obtaining entry permits, to deliver
agricultural aid materials into Gaza.
Despite humanitarian access is-
sues, the Organization is complet-
ing the distribution of 500 tons of
fodder. As of 8 May, about 2 900
beneficiaries have been reached
over two successive distributions.
FAOQ is scaling up efforts to pre-
pare essential food production in-
puts for transportation to Gaza by
mobilizing advanced procurement
arrangements once access is
granted. These include procuring
fodder concentrate, greenhouse
plastic sheets, plastic water tanks,
vaccines, energy blocks, plastic
sheds, animal shelters, and veteri-
nary kits. The new UN flash ap-
peal for the occupied Palestinian
territory (oPt) was announced on
17 April, extending until Decem-
ber 2024. In total, FAO is appeal-
ing for a total of around $40 mil-
lion, with $29 million allocated for
Gaza and $11 million for the West
Bank. This funding will support 70
660 individuals with emergency ag-
ricultural support, including animal
fodder and animal health inputs dis-
tributions; restocking lost live-
stock; and providing time-critical
inputs to farmers.
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"PM Modi, IFAD Launch US$217 Mil-
lion Orogramme to Empower Rural
Communities in Jammu and Kashmir

PM Modi, IFAD launch US$217
million programme to empower

rural communities in Jammu and
Kashmir

New Delhi, 20 June 2024 - Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched a US$217.2 million pro-
gramme to transform agriculture,
boost incomes, and improve the

livelihoods of rural communities in
Jammu and Kashmir. The "Com-
petitiveness Improvement of Agri-
culture and Allied Sectors Project
in Jammu and Kashmir (JKCIP)"
is a partnership between the UN's
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and the
Government of Jammu and Kash-
mir (GoJ&K) in India to enhance
the competitiveness and climate
resilience of small-scale farmers.
JKCIP will encourage 300,000
families and 1.5 million people
across all 20 districts to adopt cli-
mate-smart and market-led pro-
duction by introducing good agri-
cultural practices, promoting diver-
sification into high-value crops best
suited to the region's climate, and
expanding the niche crop and hor-
ticulture crop cultivation areas.
"This project is a unique opportu-
nity to transform agriculture in
Jammu and Kashmir," said Ulag
Demirag, IFAD Country Director
and Representative, India. "By
prioritizing climate-smart practices,

fostering innovation, sustainability,
and empowering rural communi-
ties, this investment can help cre-
ate a more prosperous, inclusive
and resilient future for the region,"
he added.
By aligning with GoJ&K's ambi-
tious Holistic Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme, the project aims
to unlock Jammu and Kashmir's
vast agricultural potential,
which has so far been ham-
pered several factors, namely:
the region's remoteness, lim-
ited connectivity, poor agricul-
tural management practices,
low investment in the value
chain, and limited livelithood
diversification options for vul-
¥ | nerable communities.

y JKCIP will address these con-
straints by fostering the devel-
opment of viable and inclusive
farmer producer organizations, en-
hancing the productivity and pro-
duction of niche and horticultural
crops, enabling farmers to get bet-
ter prices, and improving the resil-
ience of vulnerable groups.

It will also develop the
agribusiness ecosystem by stimu-
lating the growth of agri-enter-
prises and start-ups, with a par-
ticular focus on those led by young
women entrepreneurs, helping to
build new markets and connecting
to them. It will provide support to
vulnerable communities to diversify
their livelihood options by helping
to improve animal breeding prac-
tices and get better prices for wool.
This will create new income op-
portunities and contribute to a
more inclusive rural economy.

IFAD is contributing US$100 mil-
lion to this US$217.2 million pro-
gramme, of which US$50.77 mil-
lion will be devoted to climate ac-
tion. GoJ&K is contributing
US$26.4 million. Private banks

will contribute US$20.8 million,
while another US$20.7 will come
from the private sector. Project
participants will add US$45.8 mil-
lion of their own funds.

India is one of IFAD's founding
members. [IFAD's current Coun-
try Strategic Opportunities Pro-
gramme for India is fully aligned
with the government's policy frame-
work and efforts to ensure that
smallholder food and agricultural
production systems are remunera-
tive, sustainable and resilient to cli-
mate change and price shocks. To
date, IFAD has supported 34 ru-
ral development projects in India
worth US$1,364.58 million. These
interventions have directly
benefitted over 6.3 million families.
Read more about IFAD's work in
India

Follow us on:

" X/ Twitter:
@IFADSouthAsia

" LinkedIn: @IFADAsia
Note to Editors:

The use of particular designations
of countries or territories does not
imply any judgment by IFAD as to
the legal status of such countries
or territories, of their authorities
and institutions or of the delimita-
tion of their boundaries.

Press release No.: [FAD/48/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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TFAD Inau
West and

Abidjan, 27 June 2024 - The In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) today inau-
gurated its regional office for West
and Central Africa in Abidjan. This
important step underlines IFAD's
commitment to decentralisation and
improving its operational effective-
ness. Since 2018, IFAD has been
reforming its business model to in-
crease proximity to rural commu-
nities and facilitate more impactful
investments in line with Sustainable
Development Goals 1 and 2.

¥

"We are deeply grateful to the
Government of Cote d'Ivoire for
its unconditional support and com-
mitment to the establishment of this
office. This is why we remain con-
vinced that the creation of this re-
gional office will bring IFAD closer
to the countries it serves,
strengthen the impact of funded
programmes and catalyse in-
creased collaboration and mutual
engagement with governments and
our partners," said Mr Guoqi Wu,
Associate Vice-President in charge
of IFAD's Corporate Services
Department.

IFAD's regional office, set up in
February 2022, works in close
collaboration with governments to
boost the growth and profitability
of rural production. To this end,
IFAD supports multiple projects
and programmes, offering training,
encouraging rural entrepreneur-

public and private investors to ben-
, U \ =

urates Regional Office for

ship, mainstreaming our work with
young people and promoting ad-
aptation to climate change. To
date, IFAD has supported a total
of 54 programmes in the region,
benefiting 11 million people, fora
total value of more than US$5.2
billion.

"Thanks to the regional office and
its presence in Abidjan, [FAD will
be able to expand existing coop-
eration with governments and cata-
lyse strong collaboration between

efit rural communities, particularly
youth and women," said Bernard
Hien, IFAD Regional Director,
West and Central Africa.

The regional office for West and
Central Africa is one of two IFAD
regional offices in sub-Saharan
Africa and covers 24 countries:
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde,

entral Africa in Abidjan

Cameroon, Central African Re-
public, Chad, Congo, Cote
d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial
Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone
and Togo.

Agriculture contributes nearly 50
per cent of GDP in West and Cen-
tral Africa, and provides the main
source of income for rural people.
About 70 per cent of IFAD-sup-
ported projects take place in
marginalized and ecologically frag-
ile environments and targets the
poorest population groups.
Media contact: Romuald Ngomssi,
Regional Communication Officer
(WCA & ESA),
r.ngomssingomssi@ifad.org, +225
0718736423

Press release No: IFAD/50/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24?billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in

outlook period. The hotspots are
determined through forward-look-
ing analysis and selected through a
consensus-based process involv-
ing FAO and WFP field and tech-
nical teams, alongside analysts
specialized in conflict, economic
risks and natural hazards.

The report is part of a US and EU
funded suite of analytical products
produced under the Global Net-
work Against Food Crises, to en-
hance and coordinate the genera-
tion and sharing of evidence-based

developingcourntrics, —
information and analysis for pre-
venting and addressing food cri-
ses.

This series also includes the re-
cently published 2024 Global Re-
port on Food Crises, which retro-
actively looks at the levels of acute
food insecurity in 2023, in com-
plement to the Hunger Hotspots
which is a forward-looking early
warning system that provides de-
cision makers with information for
planning and resource allocation.
The digital version of the report is

mrserervertteat this link
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II-<’AD Expand Collaboration with the Open-

ing of a
r

Rome/Tashkent, 15 June 2024 -
The International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD) is
proud to announce the opening of
its new country office in
Uzbekistan, marking a major
achievement in [FAD's long-stand-
ing commitment to support the
country's rural development ef-
forts. The expanded collaboration
demonstrates the solid partnership
between Uzbekistan and IFAD,
which has grown quickly since
Uzbekistan joined IFAD as a
member state in 2011.

The President of IFAD, Alvaro
Lario, inaugurated the new office
today in Tashkent with the pres-
ence of Jamshid Khodjaev,
Deputy Prime Minister,
Uzbekistan and Ibrokhim
Abdurakhmonov, Minister of Ag-
riculture, Uzbekistan. Lario ex-
pressed gratitude to the Govern-
ment for their unwavering support
in establishing the first IFAD office
in Central Asia.

"[FAD's new Tashkent office rep-
resents our dedication to sustain-
able economic development in
Uzbekistan and the region.
Through partnerships with the
Government and private sector we
can support more ambitious invest-
ments in climate adaptation and
rural prosperity," said Lario at the
inauguration.

érs and agricultural diversifi
cation. Within this frame-
work, IFAD and the Uzbek
Government aim to deploy a
programme of work exceed-
g US$250 million including
national and international ¢6-
finangi

By opening the new office, [FAD
will be closer to its clients and bet-
ter able to address the specific
needs and challenges of the Uzbek
agricultural sector. It will also serve
as a model for other countries in
the region, emphasizing the impor-
tance of establishing a local pres-
ence to better implement sustain-
able development practices that
promote resilience, inclusivity, and
climate and environmental stew-
ardship.

"This office is a testament to our
shared commitment to rural devel-
opment and the empowerment of
small-scale farmers. The Govern-
ment of Uzbekistan is dedicated to
working closely with IFAD to ad-
dress the unique challenges of our
agricultural sector," said
Abdurakhmonov. "We believe this
collaboration will not only benefit
Uzbekistan but also set a positive
example for other countries in the

ew Country Office in Tashkent

region."

Despite global and regional chal-
lenges, including conflicts, climate
change, and inflation, IFAD re-
mains committed to empowering
rural communities in Uzbekistan
and its neighbouring countries.
IFAD's robust partnership with
Uzbekistan has resulted in a port-
folio that has grown significantly
over the last decade, becoming the
largest country portfolio in the Cen-
tral Asia region with a combined
investment of US$435.3 million,
reaching more than 550,000 rural
people. IFAD's stewardship in
supporting the horticulture and
dairy value chains has been a key
catalyst for investments by private
and development partners in the
sector as well.

IFAD's ongoing country strategic
opportunities programme for
Uzbekistan (2023-2027) builds on
IFAD's pioneering role in invest-
ing in small-scale farmers and ag-
ricultural diversification. Within this
framework, IFAD and the Uzbek
Government aim to deploy a pro-
gramme of work exceeding
US$250 million including national
and international co-financing.
For more information on IFAD's
work in Uzbekistan

For more information on IFAD's
work in Montenegro

Press release No.: IFAD/44/2023
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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G-aza while Risk of Starvation Persists in-
Sudan, Haiti, Mali, and South Sudan

Latest Hunger Hotspots report
urges immediate action to prevent
famine and warns of La Nifia-
linked climate extremes

ROME - 5 June 2024 ,Acute food
insecurity is set to increase in mag-
nitude and severity in 18 hunger
"Hotspots", anew United Nations
early warning report has revealed
today. The report spotlights the
urgent need of assistance to pre-
vent famine in Gaza and the Su-
dan, and further deterioration in the
devastating hunger crises in Haiti,
Mali, and South Sudan. It also
warns of the lingering impact of E1
Nifo and the looming threat of La
Nifia that risks bringing further cli-
mate extremes that could upend

lives and livelihoods.

The report found that many
hotspots face growing hunger cri-
ses and highlights the worrying
multiplier effect that simultaneous
and overlapping shocks are hav-
ing on acute food insecurity. Con-
flict, climate extremes, and eco-
nomic shocks continue to drive
vulnerable households into food
crises. Furthermore, the report
warns that 2023 is likely to mark
the first year since 2010 in which
humanitarian funding has declined
compared to the previous year, but
it still represents the second high-
est funding level ever for humani-
tarian assistance.

"The daunting prospects highlighted

in this report should serve as a
wake-up call to all of us. We need
to spearhead the shift from re-
sponding to crises after they occur
to more proactive anticipatory ap-
proaches, prevention and resilience
building to help vulnerable commu-
nities cope with upcoming shocks.
Acting ahead of crises can save
lives, reduce food shortages and
protect livelihoods at a much lower
cost than a not timely humanitarian
response," FAO Director-General
QU Dongyu said.

"Once a famine is declared, it is too
late - many people will have already
starved to death. In Somalia in
2011, half of the quarter of a mil-
lion people who died of hunger

perished before famine was offi-
cially declared. The world failed to
heed the warnings at the time and
the repercussions were cata-
strophic. We must learn the les-
son and act now to stop these
hotspots from igniting a firestorm
of hunger," said Cindy McCain,
WEFP Executive Director. "We have
proven solutions to stop these cri-
ses in their tracks, but we need the
resources and the political will to
implement them at scale before
more lives are lost."

The report - 'Hunger Hotspots -
FAO-WFP early warnings on
acute food insecurity' - issued to-
day by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations

(FAO) and the United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP)
calls for urgent humanitarian action
to save lives and livelihoods and
prevent starvation and death in 18
hotspots - comprising a total of 17
countries and one regional cluster
of four countries (drought-affected
Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia
and Zimbabwe) - where acute
hunger is at a high risk of worsen-
ing from June to October 2024.
Hotspots at highest risk of dete-
rioration

The ongoing conflict in Palestine is
expected to further aggravate al-
ready catastrophic levels of acute
hunger, with starvation and death
already taking place, alongside the
unprecedented death toll, wide-
spread destruction and displace-
ment of nearly the total population
of the Gaza Strip - the report
warns. In mid-March 2024, fam-
ine was projected to occur by the
end of May in the two northern
governorates of the Gaza Strip,
unless hostilities ended, full access
was granted to humanitarian agen-
cies, and essential services were
restored. Over one million people
- halfthe population of Gaza - are
expected to face death and star-
vation (IPC Phase 5) by mid-July.
The report also warns of broader
regional ramifications of the crisis,
which risk exacerbating the already
high food security needs in Leba-
non and the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic.

Conflict and displacement also
continue at an alarming pace and
magnitude in the Sudan, where time
is running out to save lives and the
lean season looms - the report
warns. The outlook for food pro-
duction is bleak, and there is a rap-
idly shrinking window to support
farmers before the main planting
season ends and the rains begin,
limiting access to the hardest-hit
Continue....... 32 page
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communities. 18 million people are
acutely food insecure, including
3.6 million children acutely mal-
nourished, and famine is rapidly
closing in on millions of people in
Darfur, Kordofan, Al Jazirah and
Khartoum as recently stated by
Principals of the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee. The crisis -
now in its second year - is home
to the largest number of internally
displaced people in the world at
nearly 10 million. A further two
million people have fled across
borders, deepening the burden on
neighbouring countries hosting a
steadily growing number of refu-
gees and returnees - especially in
South Sudan and Chad, where
existing hunger crises are deepen-
ing by the spillover from the deadly
conflict in the Sudan.

In Haiti, in the midst of a pro-
tracted economic crisis, violence
linked to non-state armed groups
have disrupted food supplies and
forced over 362,000 people to flee
their homes and abandon their live-
lihoods - including farmland - amid
continued uncertainties about the
timing of the deployment of a Mul-
tinational Security Support Mis-
sion. The report warns that critical
levels of food insecurity and mal-
nutrition risk worsening further, with
the threat of catastrophic conditions
reemerging, especially in areas
where humanitarian access is lim-
ited by gang violence.

In Mali, already critical and cata-
strophic levels of acute food inse-
curity are likely to further increase,
driven primarily by an intensifica-
tion of conflict and compounded
by the full withdrawal of the UN
Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali.

In South Sudan, the number of
people facing starvation and death
is projected to almost double be-
tween April and July 2024, com-
pared to the same period in 2023.
Tight domestic food supplies and
sharp currency depreciation are
driving food prices to soar, com-

pounded by likely floods and re-
current waves of subnational con-
flict. A projected further rise of
returnees and refugees from the
Sudan is likely to increase acute
food insecurity among both new
arrivals and host communities.
Climate threats persist

The previous Hunger Hotspots re-
port from 2023 warned of the
threat posed by El Nifio and asso-
ciated extreme climatic events that
put millions of people at risk of
hunger and malnutrition. As the El
Nifio episode comes to an end, it
is evident that its impact was se-
vere and widespread - including
devastating drought in Southern
Africaand extensive floods in East
Aftica.

This edition of the report warns
that La Nifia conditions are ex-
pected to prevail between August
2024 and February 2025, signifi-
cantly influencing rainfall distribu-
tion and temperatures. The shift in
climate could have major implica-
tions for several hotspots, includ-
ing risk of floods in parts of South
Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Haiti,
Chad, Mali and Nigeria, as well as
the Sudan. Meanwhile, the Carib-
bean is bracing for an extremely
active Atlantic hurricane season.
The report warns that due to the
uncertainty of current forecasts,
continuous monitoring will be vi-
tal.

Key Findings

According to the report, Mali, Pal-
estine, South Sudan and the Su-
dan remain at the highest alert level
and require the most urgent atten-
tion. Haiti was added to the list due
to escalating violence and threats
to food security. Conflict is the pri-
mary driver of hunger in all these
areas. All hotspots of the highest
concern have communities facing
or projected to face starvation, or
are at risk of sliding towards cata-
strophic conditions, given they have
already emergency levels of food
insecurity and are facing severe
aggravating factors.

Chad, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Myanmar, the Syrian Arab
Republic and Yemen are hotspots
of very high concern, with a large
number of people facing critical
acute food insecurity, coupled with
worsening drivers that are ex-
pected to further intensify life-
threatening conditions in the com-
ing months.

Since the previous edition of the
Hunger Hotspots report (October
2023), the Central African Repub-
lic, Lebanon, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Nigeria, Sierra Leone
and Zambia have joined Burkina
Faso, Ethiopia, Malawi, Somalia
and Zimbabwe in the list of hunger
hotspots, where acute food inse-
curity is likely to deteriorate fur-
ther during the outlook period.
Scaling up anticipatory action and
humanitarian action to prevent
worsening food insecurity

The report provides concrete
country-specific recommendations
on priorities for anticipatory action
and immediate emergency response
to address existing and emerging
needs to save lives and ensure pre-
dictable hazards do not become
full-blown humanitarian disasters.
Immediate humanitarian action de-
livered at scale will be critical to
prevent further starvation and
death - particularly in Mali, Pales-
tine, South Sudan, the Sudan and
Haiti. But the report warns that to
effectively address and prevent
famine, emergency agriculture - in
addition to emergency food and
cash assistance - must be provided
in abalanced manner. Additionally,
more investments are needed in
integrated solutions across multi-
ple organizations that can help to
meaningfully tackle food insecurity
and reduce reliance on emergency
food assistance.

Note to Editors
The Hunger Hotspots report iden-

tifies areas where acute food inse-
curity is likely increase during the
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" WFP ex ands Emergency Response
amine in war-torn Sudan

to Avert

PORT SUDAN - The UN World
Food Programme (WFP) is ur-
gently expanding its emergency
food and nutrition assistance in
war-torn Sudan amid the looming
threat of famine, as conditions for
civilians deteriorate and fighting in-
tensifies in battle zones like El
Fasher and Khartoum

The UN food agency is scaling up
to provide life-saving food and
nutrition assistance to an additional
5 million people by the end of this
year, doubling the number of peo-
ple WFP had planned to support
at the start of 2024. Hunger is
deepening in Sudan and in neigh-
bouring countries to which millions
of people have fled, creating a hun-
ger crisis that could become the
world's largest.

"Sudan is in the grip of widespread
hunger and malnutrition. WFP con-
tinues to expand its food and nu-
trition assistance to reach millions
more people who are living through
the daily horrors of war. The situ-
ation is already catastrophic and
has the potential to worsen further
unless support reaches all those
affected by conflict," said Michael
Dunford, WFP's Regional Direc-
tor for Eastern Africa.

As part of the scale up of assist-
ance, WFP will provide support in
cash to 1.2 million people in 12
states. This also gives a vital boost
to local markets and food produc-
ers. WFP is also increasing how
much food or cash it provides to
people facing the most severe lev-
els of hunger - more than two mil-
lion people across more than 40
hunger hotspots identified by WFP.
Certain communities in these areas
- mostly in regions where fighting
is ongoing, like the Darfurs,
Kordofans, Khartoum and Gezira
- are at a high-risk of slipping into
famine-like conditions if they do
not receive urgent and sustained
support.

"The situation in Sudan is not so
much forgotten as neglected. It is
already the largest displacement
crisis in the world, and it has the
potential to become the world's
largest hunger crisis. As global
leaders focus elsewhere, it is not
receiving the necessary attention
and support to avert a nightmare
scenario for the people of Sudan.
The world cannot claim it doesn't
know how bad the situation is in
Sudan or that urgent action is
needed," said Dunford.

WEFP is working around the clock
to expand access and open new
humanitarian corridors to get food
supplies moving to communities in
all parts of the country - across
frontlines from eastern Sudan via
Dabbah in Northern State, from
Kosti into the Kordofans, and
across borders from Chad, Egypt
and South Sudan. WFP is also pre-
positioning food at key border
crossings and along supply routes
because the imminent rainy season
will make roads in the Darfurs and
Kordofans impassable.

Additionally, WFP is working with
smallholder farmers, many dis-
placed by conflict, to boost wheat
production. The first harvest sup-
ported through this programme -
financed by the African Develop-
ment Bank - gave 170,000 farm-
ers climate-adapted wheat seeds

and fertilizer, boosting their pro-
duction by up to 70 percent over
the last year and offering them a
vital safety net as Sudan's lean sea-
son begins.

Against the backdrop of the on-
going war, humanitarian agencies
are struggling to support everyone
inneed. Food security is drastically
deteriorating and could hit levels
not seen in Sudan since the early
2000s. Famine-like conditions are
caused not only by a lack of food,
but also a lack of medical care and
clean water - all a devastating re-
ality for Sudan's population. Peo-
ple in Sudan are resorting to des-
perate measures like eating grass
and wild leaves just to survive.
Malnutrition among children in Su-
dan has also hit shocking levels,
leaving an entire generation at risk.
Children are already dying of mal-
nutrition-related causes.

Notes to editor:

"WFP urgently needs over
US$200 million to continue deliv-
ering life-saving assistance through
the rest of the year.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.
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