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Camelids take centre stage:
FA O launches International Year
to recognize their global impact

UN dedicates 2024 to recogniz-
ing the essential role of these ani-
mals in supporting livelihoods and
sustainability

04/12/2023

Rome - The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) officially launched the In-
ternational Year of Camelids 2024
today at its Rome headquarters, to
recognize and celebrate the vital
contributions these animals make
to livelihoods, food security, and
nutrition.

Camelids, including Bactrian cam-
els, dromedary camels, and wild
camels, as well as South Ameri-
can camelids such as domesticated
llamas and alpacas, and wild
vicuilas and guanacos, play a piv-
otal role in diverse ecosystems.
They are particularly important in
desert and mountain regions, where
they form an integral part of the
livelihoods and traditional practices
of indigenous communities.

At the launch event, FAO Direc-
tor-General QU Dongyu under-
scored the cultural and environ-
mental importance of camelids.
"Even in the most extreme climatic
conditions, they produce milk,
meat, fibre and organic fertilizer,
and provide transport, boosting
food security, nutrition, and liveli-
hoods while helping to conserve
fragile ecosystems. Camelids also
build resilience to the impacts of
the climate crisis - particularly in
mountains and drylands and can
contribute to the transformation of
agrifood systems," he said.

"The International Year of Camelids
is a great opportunity to highlight
and value the economic, social and
cultural importance of camelids
around the globe - especially highly
vulnerable communities."
Camelids, vital for millions of

households in over 90 countries,
originated in America 45 million
years ago. Serving as working ani-
mals, they support Indigenous Peo-
ples and local communities in South
America's Andean highlands, as
well as the deserts of Africa and
Asia. Bactrian camels and drom-
edaries, for example, known as
"ships of the desert," are crucial for

nomadic life in drylands.

The Year seeks to raise global
awareness of the multifaceted role
of camelids not only as sources of
fiber, milk, and meat, but also as
resilient and sustainable contribu-
tors to local economies. In chal-
lenging environments, camelids are
indispensable for their ability to
endure harsh conditions and pro-
vide crucial support to communi-
ties.

The International Year was pro-
posed by the Government of the
Plurinational State of Bolivia and
approved by the UN General As-
sembly in 2017. The Andean na-
tion along with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, will play a key role
inits implementation.

David Choquehuanca Céspedes,
Vice President of Bolivia also ad-
dressed today's global ceremony,
along with Mohammed Ahmed M.
Alghamdi, the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Saudi Arabia to the
Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO).

Gerardine Mukeshimana, Vice
President of the International Fund
for Agricultural Development, de-
livered the keynote address.
Pamela Burger, Vice President,
International Society of Camelid
Research and Development pro-
vided a global overview on
camelids, and the event also fea-
tured a panel discus-
sion on how these
animals nourish peo-
ple and culture.
Thanawat Tiensin,
Director, Animal
Production and
Health Division at
. FAO moderated the
event and closing re-
marks were deliv-
ered by Maria
Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-
General, FAO.

The goal of this Year is to promote
a better understanding of the intrin-
sic value of camelids and their po-
tential in helping to address the
challenges posed by the climate
crisis, particularly in regions where
they are found. Greater support to
the camelid sector can accelerate
progress towards achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), especially the ones re-
lated to Zero Hunger, the eradica-
tion of extreme poverty, the em-
powerment of women, the sustain-
able use of terrestrial ecosystems
and the conservation of fragile en-
vironments.

In addition to recognizing the eco-
nomic, social and cultural impor-
tance of camelids, the Year will
encourage governments and
stakeholders to invest more in the
camelid sector. This includes pro-
grammes and projects to bolster
sustainable livelihoods everywhere.
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Lessons for CSOs based on the UNDFF
implementation in the Philippines

Engaging with national government
agencies on UNDFF, UNFCCC,
and UNCBD: Lessons for CSOs
based on the UNDFF implemen-
tation in the Philippines
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agencies of countries in the Global
South, international financial insti-
tutions, development finance insti-
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Engaging with national government
agencies on UNDFF, UNFCCC,
and UNCBD: Lessons for CSOs
based on the UNDFF implemen-
tation in the Philippines

Irish P. Baguilat (AFA), Honey
Bermudez Tabiola (UP CIDS-
AltDev), and Raul Socrates
Banzuela (PAKISAMA)

This write-up was produced
through the partnership of Asian
Farmers' Association for Sustain-
able Rural Development and FAO
Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific

Over the years, the democratic
ideal of inclusion and participation
has gained ground at the level of
global governance in the form of
multistakeholder institutions (MSI)
and networks. It is a system of
governance composed of formal
and informal rules and norms that
is hoped to solve the world's most
important problems by convening
stakeholders such as United Na-
tions (UN) bodies, trade unions,
business/ industry, affected grass-
roots communities, academic and
research institutions, government

ade

of Family Farming (UNDFF) is of
utmost importance for farmers glo-
bally because it has recognized the
multiple and significant roles that
they play in producing most of the
world's natural food while also
protecting biodiversity, preserving
indigenous knowledge and cultural
systems, and contributing to the re-
silience of communities and the
natural ecosystems. Moreover, it
has developed a holistic framework
and mechanisms for inclusive gov-
ernance and implementation from
2019 to 2028.

A UNDFF global steering commit-
tee has been set up with the inclu-
sion of farmers' organizations
(FOs). It promoted the following
tools and mechanisms such as i) a
holistic framework for countries to
craft public policies and invest-
ments to support family farming in
the form of a Global Action Plan
with 7 mutually reinforcing pillars
to be translated into National Ac-
tion Plan on Family Farming and
i1) an inclusive implementation
mechanism in the form of National
Committee of Family Farming.
While small-scale farmers hold a
big part of the solutions to many of
today's challenges, they are among

the most vulnerable groups affected
by climate change, energy crisis,
environmental degradation, and
biodiversity loss, among others.
Therefore, farmers' engagement in
all related programs and projects
on climate action and representa-
tion in decision-making processes
atall levels must be ensured to take
full advantage of the solutions and
take into account their current re-
alities.

There are two important global
conventions that have, to a limited
extent, created opportunities for
the engagement of the most af-
fected group of actors. The United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
created a space - Koronivia Joint
Work on Agriculture (KJWA) - in
2017 to discuss the potential of
agriculture to tackle climate
change. This was then extended in
COP27 (2022) under the space -
Joint Work on Implementation of
Climate Action on Agriculture and
Food Security. Meanwhile, the
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework of the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity that was fi-
nalized in 2022 acknowledges "the
important roles and contributions
of indigenous peoples and local
communities as custodians of
biodiversity and as partners in its
conservation, restoration, and sus-
tainable use" (Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework).
For global frameworks and
mechanisms to take root on national
soil, a country needs to adapt them
by mobilizing national actors, such
as government agencies and civil
society partners to work together.
Unfortuntely, the meaningful par-
ticipation of family farmers through
their organizations in the national
processes is yet to be fully real-
ized.

In the Philippines, one of the ena-
bling mechanisms for UNDFF is
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the creation of the Agriculture and
Rural Development Knowledge
and Policy Platform (ARDKPP),
a technical working group com-
posed of various international and
local stakeholders, including
prominent farmers' organizations,
non-government organizations,
IFAD, FAO-UN, the Department
of Agriculture (DA), and DA-Ag-
ricultural Training Institute (ATT),
the Department of Agrarian Re-
form (DAR), academic and re-
search institutions, among others.
Looking at the engagement of
CSOs with government partners
within ARDKPP, here are some
lessons and insights for CSOs and
citizen groups on how they might
better interact with their govern-
ment partners implementing some
of the global frameworks such as
the UNFCCC and Post-2020
Global Biodiversity Framework.
1. LOOK FOR OPENINGS
Farmer's Organizations (FOs) and
CSOs recognized openings for dia-
logue and consultation within the
state apparatus. These organiza-
tions saw the global declaration of
the UNDFF and the Department
of Agriculture's issuance of Spe-
cial Order No. 792, series of
2019, as formal avenues that carve
out spaces for civil society to as-
sert their demands and policy pref-
erences. The CSOs lobbied and
persuaded the national government
agencies that they be made part-
ners for this multistakeholder plat-
form considering that ARDKPP
has already an established track
record of gathering family farmers
and advocating for policies and
programs that advance their inter-
ests.

2. FIND YOUR CHAMPION
FOs and CSOs sought their key
allies in the government sector. First
was the DA-International Affairs
Division (DA-IAD) who was the
initiator of the UNDFF implemen-
tation in the Philippines. Through
the DA-IAD, the FOs and CSOs
learned that there are already com-

mittees within the DA especially
created for UNDFF. Second was
the DA-ATI, which was appointed
as the focal unit to produce the
National Action Plan (NAP). A
representative from DA-ATI an-
nounced that the DA planned to
involve other agencies, the FOs,
and CSOs in the drafting. Also, the
FOs and CSOs continue to culti-
vate trust and good working rela-
tionships with these sympathetic
government officials to whom they
can reach out every time they have
important concerns, perspectives,
and interventions.

3. COMMIT PEOPLE AND
RESOURCES

The societal organizations within
ARDKPP devote their key staffto
represent their organizations in
meetings and participate in activi-
ties. Each staff brings a set of skills
and expertise to help carry out the
activities, namely writing funding
proposals, implementing funded
projects, drafting executive orders
for their government partners, or-
ganizing online and on-site events,
and other activities that count as
parallel activities and support serv-
ices to the government. Most im-
portantly, these member organiza-
tions also contribute and pool their
financial resources to pay for the
venue, food, equipment, and other
necessary expenses for their annual
conferences and other independ-
ently organized activities.

4. CONSOLIDATE

The societal organizations in the
ARDKPP make it a point to iden-
tify and assert their comprehensive
demands before every important
meeting with their partners in the
government sector. They identify
the gaps in their participation and
actively lobby for how they can be
addressed. The cohesion of their
demands is always forged in a se-
ries of meetings, strategizing, and
planning sessions. The proposals
and suggestions are exhaustively
discussed until they have been re-
fined and galvanized.

The organized groups also make
sure there is pushback every time
the quality of their participation is
compromised. For example, when
they felt a growing sense of dis-
content regarding the process and
outcome of the drafting of the Na-
tional Action Plan (NAP), the
societal organizations proposed to
their government partners some
concrete steps to enhance their
participation, namely their inclusion
in the drafting committee to which
the latter agreed. This process of
sorting out the issues was ably fa-
cilitated by their FAO and IFAD
partners.

5.DO THE GROUNDWORK
Agriculture and rural development
are a high-profile policy domain
where the issues and concerns
raised by societal organizations can
be perceived by government au-
thorities as threatening to the domi-
nant political and economic elites.
The FOs and CSOs are well
aware that the policies they advo-
cate are highly contentious, namely
the Comprehensive Agrarian Re-
form Program, and the further re-
view of the Rice Tariffication Law,
among others. They actively per-
suaded their government partners
to explicitly reflect in the NAP their
critical diagnosis of the problems
of Filipino family farmers that high-
lights their systematic disenfran-
chisement interwoven with youth
disempowerment, gender inequal-
ity, environmental destruction via
runaway extractivism,
marginalization of the indigenous
peoples, among others. They also
know when and how to leverage
their influence with their IFAD and
FAOQ partners to nudge their gov-
ernment partners to be receptive
to the views of CSOs.

6. BE FIERCELY AUTONO-
MOUS

CSOs working with government
agencies means working with the
traditional elite of the country. With
a Congress dominated by political
clans and families (especially the
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landed ones), it is always an uphill
battle to push for and implement
agricultural policies that center on
family farmers because they often
threaten the status quo that ben-
efits the political and economic
elite. The challenge for CSOs then
is safeguarding their autonomy by
always reminding themselves that
the genesis and destination of their
efforts is the best interest of the
Filipino family farmers. This means
holding their government partners
accountable for their decisions,
raising their resources to carry out
their mobilizations, and preparing
for pushback when genuine par-
ticipation is compromised. Absent
a mass-based political party that
conventionally links the interests of
ordinary people to their govern-
ment, this autonomy of CSOs out-
side government is their best
chance of avoiding being captured
by elite interests.

Government agencies have differ-
ent priorities and a different sense
of urgency than the CSOs. The
challenge of FOs and CSOs is to
create the conditions for the gov-
ernment to be compelled to act in
ways that uphold the best interests
of the farmers. These conditions
include raising awareness through
education and media engagement,
advocating for crucial policies, and
relentless mobilization of people
and resources.

What drives and sustains lasting
positive change is the people on the
ground, not political leaders from
up above. The history of success-
ful social and civic mobilizations
around the world is the history of
a collective mass of people forc-
ing candidates and politicians to do
the things that they do not want to
do.

Read/Download the full article:
Engaging with national government
agencies on UNDFF, UNFCCC,
and UNCBD Lessons from the
UNDFF implementation in the
Philippines

VIII Global Conferenc-e
on Family Farming

March 19 - March 21

The "VIII Global Conference on
Family Farming: Sustainability of
Our Planet," organised by the
World Rural Forum, will take place
from 19 to 21 March 2024 in
Vitoria-Gasteiz, Basque Country,
Spain.

It will bring together relevant fam-
ily farming leaders from 5 conti-

and identify priority and catalytic
actions to scale up the implemen-
tation of the UNDFF in response
to these challenges facing not only
agriculture, but humanity as a
whole.

With the participation of highly rel-
evant and knowledgeable speak-
ers and participants and a pro-
gramme that seeks to address the

VL Global Conferance

SUSTAINABILITY

nents, representatives of govern-
ments, international institutions, re-
search centres, foundations, con-
sumer, youth and women farmers'
organisations.

The Conference will be a unique
space to define and strengthen the
necessary commitments to ensure
that family farming plays a leading
role in global challenges, such as
the climate crisis, the loss of
biodiversity or the sustainability of
food systems.

Five years into the United Nations
Decade of Family Farming 2019-
2028 (UNDFF), the 8th Global
Conference on Family Farming
provides a unique opportunity to
reflect on key achievements, ana-
lyse the interconnected challenges
facing family farming that have be-
come more acute in recent times,

critical issues for the future of our
planet, the 8th Global Conference
on Family Farming promises to be
a global call to action, a platform
for collaboration and an opportu-
nity for the most representative
people in the field of family farm-
ing from all over the world to ad-
dress together the most pressing
challenges of our time.

As amember of the International
Steering Committee for the imple-
mentation of the UN Decade of
Family Farming, the World Farm-
ers' Organisation (WFO), in the
person of its Secretary General, Dr
Andrea Porro, will address the
event to advocate for the world-
wide family farmers' needs and
challenges.
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"IFAD's response to the war in Ukraine

Conflict and food insecurity go
hand-in-hand. Without peace, sta-
ble food systems and sustainable
development will always be out of
reach. The war in Ukraine has
caused not only a humanitarian cri-
sis, but is also increasing food and
fuel prices, which in turn are im-
pacting the world's most vulnerable
people.

Even before the war in Ukraine,
the world was facing a worsening
food crisis with the combined im-

pacts of COVID-19, extreme
weather shocks, and inflation
wreaking havoc on food supply
and prices. Now, as conflict rages
in a major food and commodities
exporting region, the food crisis is
quickly spiralling.

To respond to this, IFAD has es-
tablished a Crisis Response Initia-
tive (CRI), a financing facility dedi-
cated to supporting small-scale
producers most affected by the
Ukraine crisis. The initiative aims
to help them access the inputs,
credit, small-scale infrastructure,
and information they need to main-
tain food security and sustain de-
cent livelihoods, while adapting to
the ongoing impacts of climate
change. It also reinforces [IFAD's
long-term efforts to build resilience
in poor rural communities in devel-
oping countries around the world.

Above all, IFAD joins calls from the United Nations Sec-
retary General, and the global community, for an imme-
diate end to the war in Ukraine, restore peace, and pro-

tect human rights.

Ukraine's application to join [FAD
as a Member State was endorsed
by IFAD's Governing Council in
2023. Ukraine will be fully inte-
grated in IFAD's next funding cy-
cle, starting in 2025. Until then,
IFAD will explore ways to mobi-

B DR T

lize funds in support of Ukraine's
rural development priorities, in-
cluding rehabilitating rural infra-
structure and creating agricultural
jobs.

Above all, IFAD joins calls from
the United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, and the global community, for
an immediate end to the war in
Ukraine, restore peace, and pro-
tect human rights.

Conlflict and food insecurity go
hand-in-hand. Without peace, sta-
ble food systems and sustainable
development will always be out of
reach. The war in Ukraine has
caused not only a humanitarian cri-
sis, but is also increasing food and
fuel prices, which in turn are im-
pacting the world's most vulnerable
people.

Even before the war in Ukraine,
the world was facing a worsening

food crisis with the combined im-
pacts of COVID-19, extreme
weather shocks, and inflation
wreaking havoc on food supply
and prices. Now, as conflict rages
in amajor food and commodities
exporting region, the food crisis is
quickly spiralling.

To respond to this,
IFAD has established a
Crisis Response Initia-
. tive (CRI), a financing
facility dedicated to sup-
porting small-scale pro-
ducers most affected by
the Ukraine crisis. The
initiative aims to help
them access the inputs,
credit, small-scale infra-
structure, and informa-
tion they need to main-
tain food security and
sustain decent liveli-
hoods, while adapting
to the ongoing impacts of climate
change. It also reinforces IFAD's
long-term efforts to build resilience
in poor rural communities in devel-
oping countries around the world.
Ukraine's application to join [FAD
as a Member State was endorsed
by IFAD's Governing Council in
2023. Ukraine will be fully inte-
grated in IFAD's next funding cy-
cle, starting in 2025. Until then,
IFAD will explore ways to mobi-
lize funds in support of Ukraine's
rural development priorities, in-
cluding rehabilitating rural infra-
structure and creating agricultural
jobs.

Above all, IFAD joins calls from
the United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, and the global community, for
an immediate end to the war in
Ukraine, restore peace, and pro-
tect human rights.
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FAO puts focus on importance of technol-

ogy for International

How innovation contributes to
safeguarding the health of plants
and our planet takes centre stage
10/05/2024

Rome - The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) is marking this year's Inter-
national Day of Plant Health by
shining a light on the importance of
leveraging innovation to protect
plants, which are indispensable for
sustaining life on earth.

This year's observance on May 12
focuses on the many innovations
that cut across areas where plant

health is crucial - such as plant pest
monitoring to protect agricultural
production - and digital systems to
ensure the safe international trade
inplants.

"We have no option but to lever-
age innovation, technological ad-
vancements and tools to protect
plants," says FAO Deputy Direc-
tor-General Beth Bechdol. "The
unprecedented global challenges
we face, such as the unrelenting
climate crisis, demand innovative
approaches and digital technolo-
gies to support countries with
stronger pest surveillance and early
warning systems," she added.
The UN-designated International
Day of Plant Health (IDPH) is a
key legacy of the International Year

of Plant Health 2020. Ever since
then it has been raising global
awareness on how protecting plant
health can help end hunger, reduce
poverty, protect biodiversity and
the environment, and boost eco-
nomic development. This year's
celebrations at FAO includes a
high-level event on 13 May.

Plant health should be prioritized
given up to 40 percent of food
crops are lost due to plant pests
and diseases every year. This af-
fects global food security and ag-
riculture, the main source of income

for many vulnerable rural commu-
nities. Climate change and weather
extremes are also impacting plant
health and altering ecosystems,
while creating new niches for pests
to thrive.

International travel and trade,
which has tripled in volume in the
last decade, has led to increased
interconnectedness among coun-
tries and regions. This underlines
the importance of ensuring that
people, goods and commodities
crossing borders do not carry pests
and diseases affecting plants, ani-
mals and humans.

Technologies to safeguard plants
FAO's work on plant production
and protection involves scientific
approaches, innovation, and the

ay of Plant Health

latest technologies.

It includes supporting governments
to conserve plant genetic re-
sources and develop viable seeds
and stress-resistant crop varieties
to increase crop productivity. It
also involves working towards sus-
tainable pest and disease manage-
ment, by closely collaborating with
individual countries and communi-
ties such as the International Plant
Protection Convention (IPPC).
Through the IPPC, FAO is imple-
menting the Africa Phytosanitary
Programme to build capacities and
supporting countries in using the
latest scientific evidence and dig-
ital technology in detecting plant
pests.

Key to detecting plant pests, such
as Desert Locust, is the ability to
transmit real-time data to national
locust centers by using Geographic
Information Systems to collect and
manage data on pests, as well as a
suite of smartphone apps. Early
detection of these pests enables
FAO to provide timely support for
farmers, resulting in reduced losses
to crops.

In Ecuador, FAO has also been
promoting the use of biotechnol-
ogy in crop production and pro-
tection, through the successful im-
plementation of a fruit fly pest con-
trol system that uses the sterile in-
sect technique. This involves rear-
ing and sterilization of large num-
bers of male insects to mate with
wild females, producing no off-
spring and thus reducing the insect
population.

Meanwhile the adoption of the
IPPC ePhyto Solution, providing
for electronic plant health certifi-
cates, is making international trade
in agricultural products faster, safer
and more efficient. More than 120
countries have adopted the Solu-
tion and more than three million
ePhyto certificates have been ex-
changed.
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Nurturing the nature island's sea moss industry

They would get discouraged, and some stopped farming
sea moss," says Dorian Sanford, a government Fisheries
Officer for aquaculture and mariculture.

The introduction of a different al-
gae species boosts incomes for
Dominica's aquaculture farmers

The Gracilaria sea moss species in
Dominica has traditionally been

farmed to make drinks, gels and
other products. As it is a slow-
growing variety, however, it has
caused production challenges for
its farmers. FAO introduced the
Eucheuma cottonii species to farm-
ers as an alternative solution to re-
lying on imports to meet local de-
mand.

08/05/2024

In asmall island nation on the east-
ern edge of the Caribbean, there
is a species of wild sea moss, or
red algae, called Gracilaria that
Dominicans have traditionally
farmed and used to make drinks,
gels and other products such as
textile dyes.

Gracilaria, like other sea moss va-
rieties, has a lot of dietary and cos-
metic advantages. But this slow-
growing variety has caused pro-
duction and supply challenges for
its farmers, leading to a reliance on
imports of other varieties from
neighbouring islands to meet local
demand.

Farming sea moss is an intricate
process that involves harvesting

the algae, cleaning off foreign
weeds and debris, bleaching and
drying the harvested algae in the
sunlight, before packaging the
dried raw material for sale.

Unfortunately, the Gracilaria spe-
cies easily attracts foreign weeds,
like epiphytes. While other species
of algae are self-cleaning, cleaning
Gracilaria is tedious and labour-
intensive. Moreover, yields from
the Gracilaria species are relatively
low at an average ratio of 18 kilo-
grams wet to 1 kilogram dry and
that means lower profits.

"Many of the farmers were grow-
ing sea moss on their own. They
faced a lot of challenges growing
Gracilaria, and the returns were
not always as good. They would
get discouraged, and some
stopped farming sea moss," says
Dorian Sanford, a government
Fisheries Officer for aquaculture
and mariculture.

Despite these difficulties, many
farmers refused to give up on sea
moss.

A solution to the problem came in
the form of Eucheuma cottonii, a
commercial sea moss species first
introduced to the region many dec-
ades ago. This species was offered
up as part of a Food and Agricul-

ture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) project focused on
strengthening livelihoods, support-
ing sustainable development and
building resilient agrifood value
chains.

The FAO project provided class-
room and field training in Eucheuma
cottonnii production and good
aquacultural practices. Led by
Thomas Nelson, a sea moss ex-
pert from the island of Saint Lucia,
the training reached technicians,
extension officers and farmers from
three sea moss cooperatives.

The fast-growing and self-cleaning
Eucheuma cottonii species pro-
duces the quantity and quality of
sea moss needed for profitable
commercial production.
©FAO/Chris Davis

Eucheuma cottonii is a fast-grow-
ing and self-cleaning species that
produces the quantity and quality
of sea moss needed for profitable
production. It has seen great suc-
cess in Saint Lucia and other neigh-
bouring islands that farm sea moss
commercially.

Since three major farming groups
in the communities of Woodford
Hill, Calibishie and Grand Bay
started working with Eucheuma
cottonii, there have been significant
improvements in sea moss produc-
tion and yields.

"Since FAO came on board, we
engaged the farmers' groups about
experimenting with this sea moss
species. At first some of them
struggled with it, but after a few
months, the groups got excited
about the new yields and about
planting and harvesting sea moss.
We started having groups harvest-
ing anywhere between 180 kilo-
grams and 325 kilograms of sea
moss," says Sanford, who himself
received FAO training and guides
farmers in the commercial produc-
tion of sea moss on the island.
Optimism about the future of sea
moss farming has increased since
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the introduction of Eucheuma
cottonii.

Two of Dominica's major
agroprocessors are buying the raw
product from local farmers. The
farmers' group in Grand Bay is
exporting sea moss in small quan-
tities to the United States of
America and in Woodford Hill,
they are exploring converting sea
moss into cosmetic products.
FAO aims to help Dominica fur-
ther develop this value chain by
connecting farmers and
agroprocessors to help boost in-
vestment in this promising field.
©FAO/Chris Davis

To continue guiding farmers and
developing the industry, Dominica's
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Blue and Green Economy is sup-
porting the farmers with the intro-
duction of drying sheds and have
also developed a nursery for the
Eucheuma cottonii species to help
new and existing sea moss farm-
ers. The nursery allows the farm-
ers to rebound more quickly from
damage and sea moss losses
caused by storms, like Tropical
Storm Bret in June 2023. Through
the nursery, they received 18 kilo-
grams of sea moss to restock their
farms. Despite occasional difficul-
ties caused by extreme weather,
seamoss remains high on the coun-
try's aquaculture agenda due to its
high-income eaming potential. It is
creating jobs and a better quality
of life for Dominican farmers and
communities.

"Dominica will soon be on the map
for growing sea moss," Sanford
says. Strengthening production is
just the first step in building up the
value chain. In the long run, the
project aims to strengthen linkages
between the private and public sec-
tors. Creating these long-term
partnerships can help boost invest-
ment in the sea moss sector and
enhance the resilience and
sustainability of sea moss produc-
tion in Dominica.

'"Haitians deserve better': VV-FP
calls for funds and resources
as gang violence fuels hunger

The international community must
step up, says World Food Pro-
gramme Haiti chief

19 April 2024, Peyvand
Khorsandi

Jean-Martin Bauer got locked out
of Haiti the last time he left the
country. Thanks to his tenacity
(Bauer is known for being in the
gym every morning at S5am), the
Country Director for the World
Food Programme (WFP) in Port-
au-Prince managed to make it

e e

across the border from the Do-
minican Republic.

In early March, the capital's air-
port was attacked by gangs,
grounding flights - then on 12
March Haiti's acting Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Henri, stranded in Puerto
Rico, stepped down as law and
order suffered an almost total
breakdown.

"The rest of the world needs to re-
alize that there's a problem here
that's been unaddressed'
Undeterred and super-eager to get
back to his desk, Bauer took the
somewhat risky option of a road
journey to reach Cap-Haitien
where several relocated WFP staft
are doing their best to steer op-
erations across the country, includ-
ing in the capital, Port-au-Prince.
(Cap-Haitien is on Haiti's northern

coast, 128km northeast of Port-
au-Prince, on the western coast.)
In recent weeks the world has
watched the security situation in
Haiti deteriorate, charred corpses
of murdered people in the middle
of'the street. Yet all the WFP staft
I've spoken to want to return to
their posts in Port-au-Prince.
"The rest of the world needs to
realize that there's a problem here
that's been unaddressed - that's
been left to fester and that's blow-

i = o "
ing up in our faces," says Bauer -
who has since made it to Port-au-
Prince - on a call.

In the first three months of this year,
1,660 people, including 40 children
were killed by gang violence in
Haiti (compared with 1,104 peo-
ple in the last quarter of 2023).
Thousands have fled their homes
to find shelter in schools, churches
and health centres.

Since the latest wave of violence
kicked off in March, with the sup-
port of the tireless staff from Hai-
tian partner organizations, WFP
has served around 655,400 hot
meals to more than 88,623 peo-
ple in Port-au-Prince.

We set up a central kitchen,
partnering with two local associa-
tions serving thousands of meals
daily - using rice and beans sup-
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Th-e WRF VIII Global Conference conclu(;es

The The final declaration of the
Conference “Sowing Sustainability:
Scaling up the Vital Contribution
of Family Farming®, calls for ”
greater joint efforts to overcome
daunting challenges faced by the
sector”.

Vitoria-Gasteiz, March 21, 2024.
The VIII Global Conference on
Family Farming: ”” Sustainability of
our Planet” concludes today rec-
ognising the “vital”’ role and “‘cata-
lytic contribution” of family farm-
ers for a sustainable planet and for
the economic development. It
urges family farming organisations
to participate as “key actors” in
climate discussions and negotia-
tions and in their financing mecha-
nisms..

The VIII Conference has identified
and agreed on key actions to pro-
mote implementing the United Na-
tions Decade for Family Farming
(UNDFF 2019-2028) and ad-
dress the emerging challenges of
family farmers in particular, as
stated in the Final Declaration pre-
sented this Thursday by Evelyn
Masin Brito, on behalf of the Fam-
ily Farming Youth Core Group.

During these five years of the
UNDFF 2019-2028 implementa-
tion, significant progress has been
made, but Family Farming contin-
ues to “face enormous challenges”
which “we will only overcome if we
double our joint efforts, move for-
ward in recognising the vital and
leading role of family farming in ad-
dressing the climate crisis and in
transforming food systems, while
increasing support to deployits full
potential”.

The Conference has served to high-
light the leadership of the rural
youth in transforming food systems,
generating employment and ensur-
ing generational renewal within
family farms. The young delegates
call for support for recognising the
International Day of Young Farm-
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ers “as a sign of committing to ini-
tiatives that encourage their partici-
pation and developing their inno-
vative potential”’.

Gender inequalities in rural areas
are among the identified challenges,
which “urgently need to be ad-
dressed” in order to advance rural
women’s empowerment through
organisational transformations and
specific, inclusive and equitable
public policies aimed at promoting
their autonomy and rights. Nota-
bly, land tenure and access to eco-
nomic and financial resources, with
specific funds earmarked for this
purpose.

The final declaration of the VIII
World Conference states that “five
years ago, the United Nations de-
clared the Decade of Family
Farming an important milestone.
Today, aspirations of family farm-
ers are clearly visible and our pro-
posals are concrete. As crises
shape up and challenges become
more acute, family farming organi-
sations emerge with greater
strength to be the solution that the
world needs. “We need catalytic
actions that improve the lives of
family farmers while ensuring a sus-
tainable future for all.”

The VIII Global Conference on
Family Farming, celebrated from
March 19-21, organised by the
World Rural Forum, convened

o

more than 200 representatives of
leading family farming organisa-
tions, regional platforms, govern-
ments, international bodies, re-
search centres, consumer, philan-
thropic, women’s and youth or-
ganisations, as well as National
Family Farming Committees from
the five continents.

CLOSINGACT:

The Lehendakari/President of the
Basque Country, Inigo Urkullu,
participated in the closing cer-
emony of the VIII Global Confer-
ence on Family Farming and “con-
gratulated the World Rural Forum
for its 25-year trajectory. “You
have immensly contributed and I
am certain that it will continue to
do so in the coming years because
agriculture is in our roots”.

The Minister of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food, Luis Planas, em-
phasised the importance of family
farming in Spain and expressed his
commitment to implementinga Law
on Family Farming that supports
its strategic role in the social and
economic development of the ter-
ritories, its capacity to offer alter-
native employment to young peo-
ple and women, and its positive
impact on the environment. “Fam-
ily farming is the basis of a sustain-
able, social, profitable and com-
petitive agri-food sector”, he
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plied by WFP, and fresh local
products such as sorghum and veg-
etables.

Countrywide, the displacement
problem's "gotten a lot worse",
says Bauer. "We have 362,000
IDPs (internally displaced people)
officially - to put that in perspec-
tive, this time last year it was close
to 100,000."

Bauer adds: "(Displaced) people
aren't really allowed to set up tents
so they cram themselves into
rooms and there are usually no fa-
cilities or services."

Around 5 million people, nearly half
Haiti's population, are acutely
food-insecure - that includes 1.64
million people at 'emergency'-level
on the global standard for meas-
uring hunger.

"The country's been ignored and
it's only when there's blood in-
volved that people wake up to the
fact that there's a crisis," says
Bauer. "That's really frustrating."
Farmers harvest spinach in a vil-
lage near Hinche, in Haiti's Centre
department - they sell through a
cooperative that dispatches fresh
food to local schools as part of a
WEFP home-grown school feeding
drive.

In a slither of good news, though
ports and roads may be vulnerable
to blocking, WFP's resilience
work carries on because of a de-
cision to buy foods locally while
supporting agriculture - including
responses to mitigate the impacts
of climate change.

"We're doing the (home-grown)
school feeding programme in Haiti
- we decided to shorten our sup-
ply chain and not import food from
halfway across the world to feed
people in the Haitian countryside,"
says Bauer. "We've got Haitian
farmers feeding Haitian children
now."

Tcan'ttell you how many times I've
warned "It's going to blow" and
then it's only after the fact that we
get the attention’

Inurban areas, food is running out.

"In Port-au-Prince ... we still have
stock, but we can only keep ef-
forts going a few more weeks. We
do need more funding" - US$103
million for its crisis response in
Haiti over the next six months, to
be precise.

"I can't tell you how many times
I've warned 'It's going to blow' and
then it's only after the fact that we
get the attention," says Bauer. "I
wish we were able to act before,
act ahead of things, and not after
things got out of control."
Jean-Martin Bauer, right, on an
UNHAS helicopter flight in Haiti -
the WFP Country Director remains
optimistic despite Haiti's many
problems.

(Indeed, in June 2023 he said: "The
social fabric in this country has been
ripped to shreds. Neighbours don't
trust neighbours. There's aggres-
sion, there's violence, and people
are doing whatever it takes to pro-
tect themselves.")

Bauer reflects on missed opportu-
nities to intervene. He warns of
"huge implications" for both Hai-
tians and the wider region. "You
had mass hunger for years. That
means mass unrest, civil strife, dis-
placement and migration."
According to the International Or-
ganization for Migration, 95,000
people left Port-au-Prince in
March.

But of course, "These problems
didn't start ten days ago, they've
been brewing for decades. It's a
political and security crisis that's
become a humanitarian crisis."
Still, perhaps Bauer would not
have returned to Haiti so eagerly
were he not optimistic. And pas-
sionate - raised in the US, he is of
Haitian descent and speaks Hai-
tian Creole.

"I sense that things will likely get
better short-term, which means
maybe we get back to the status
quo," he says. That itself "would
be a tense situation, but one where
we're at least able to move around
and implement programmes in a

way that is less constrained."

So what can be done?'

"There is a very positive role that
we can play as the international
community as long as we're willing
to try and find the opportunities and
work with the right people and
have a plan that supports this coun-
try as opposed to coming with a
ready-made plan from outside - |
think there's actually quite a lot to
be done here. And there's a great
contribution that we can make to
getting Haiti back on the right
track."

He adds: "The people of Haiti de-
serve better than the chronic insta-
bility and poverty and hunger that
they've been exposed to - [ really
feel the world owes a debt to Haiti.
This is basically where slavery
came from. It's where people
shook off their chains, and for
some reason they're still paying the
price."

stressed.

Martin Uriarte, President of the
World Rural Forum, affirmed that
“there will be no sustainable future
without family farming with a fu-
ture” and added that family farmer
organisations “are ready for nego-
tiation”.

“Political dialogue must be strongly
pursued, which is why I continue
to defend the transcendence of
promoting National Committees
for Family Farming and other
spaces for political dialogue, proc-
esses that have achieved significant
progress,” he stressed.

Uriarte ensured that “this Confer-
ence is areal momentum for fam-
ily farming” and acknowledged the
work of young farmers, claiming
that the focus placed on rural suc-
cession or access to agriculture
should be a priority in all govern-
ment agendas. Finally, he called for
collaboration to reduce gender in-
equalities in rural areas and to ad-
vance towards empowering rural
women.
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