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) Reining in the rainy seasonn Helping )
crops flourish-Laotian farmers

The Climate REAL project imple-
mented by FAO with financial sup-
port from the Korea International
Cooperation Agency is teaching
farmers techniques and offering
tools to allow for successful farm-
ing in both the rainy and dry sea-

sSons.

2 September Deep in his heart, La
Xayyavieng says he has "always
known that agriculture is the life-
line for us to survive and to grow."
The 46-year-old father of three has
long harboured the wish for his
children to be agents of change,
bringing knowledge and experience
back from neighbouring Vietnam to
the family's land in Attapeu prov-
ince in the southeast of the Lao
People's Democratic Republic.
But as things have turned out, La
himself is already creating the
change. He's increased the fami-
ly's income by 160 percent in just
one season, thanks to a bumper
watermelon crop - and without
needing to set foot outside his
country.

The spectacular transformation has
come after he was selected as one
of the residents from his home vil-
lage of Phok, in Saysettha District,
to take part in a project called
"Building Climate-Resilient and
Eco-friendly Agriculture Systems
and Livelihoods" (Climate REAL).

The initiative is implemented by the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations with finan-
cial support from the Korea Inter-
national Cooperation Agency.

For years, La's annual income was
less than USD 1 350 (LAK 30 mil-
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But the FAO project
opened up new perspec-
tives, demonstrating that
successful vegetable
farming could happen in
both the rainy and dry
seasons.

lion) - barely enough to meet their
basic needs. Lack of access to
technologies and knowledge lim-
ited La to traditional practices, re-
lying for income on rain-fed rice
farming. Getting by in the rainy sea-
son was always problematic.
Growing vegetables was not an
option as they would rot or wash
away and the effort would be
wasted.

But the FAO project opened up
new perspectives, demonstrating
that successful vegetable farming
could happen in both the rainy and
dry seasons.

It was during learning and knowl-
edge exchange visits to other
project areas in Savannakhet and
Champasak Provinces further to

the north, that La realised what the
future could hold. "Tknew from the
bottom of my heart that green-
houses would work for me as
soon as [ saw them and understood
what they were," he explained.
Built with support from the project
and the farmers themselves, green-
houses minimize damage caused
by waterlogging or heavy rain. With
this structure, La reported that he
was able to earn nearly as much in
just four months as he would pre-
viously earn in a whole year.

The greenhouse helps to minimise
waterlogging and damage from
heavy rain. While the plastic
sheeting was provided by the
project, farmers contributed their
labour and items such as the
wooden structures and nails. But
for the greenhouses to be success-
fully used, La would further de-
velop his skills through Farmer
Field School training and would
receive agricultural inputs to get
started.

A key part of his skills develop-
ment was agribusiness training,
which provided La with guidance
on understanding market needs
and business operations such as
record-keeping and analysis.
From the first rainy season crop of
lettuce, choy sum, coriander, morm-
ing glory and shallot all grown in
the greenhouse, La reported that
he was able to earn nearly as much
in just four months as he would
previously earn in a whole year.
The Climate REAL project also
supplied watermelon, cucumber
and corn seeds for La to experi-
ment with during the dry season.
These proved to be a huge suc-
cess, with La seeing a return-on-
investment of up to 900 percent for
watermelon. This was not just luck
but due to a combination of the
whole range of skills he acquired,
from land preparation right through
to harvesting.
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The solar-powered, small-scale
irrigation system provided under
the project and shared by several
nearby farmers has been a key fac-
tor in increased profits as La does
not have to cover the cost of elec-
tricity to irrigate.

"In only 75 days of work, I earned
an income of LAK 38.5 million
(USD 1 738) from selling water-
melonand LAK 2.65 million (USD
117) from selling cucumber.
Where else I could earn such
money from what [ am passionate
about ?"

He adds, "The project has given
me a lot, much more than I could
imagine. It is the hope and pros-
perity that [ have always dreamed
of." La has become a role model
for his fellow farmers. With their
hard work and the support from
FAO and KOICA, farmers are
better managing the limitations of
the seasons and forging more se-
cure and prosperous livelihoods.
has been designated as the one of
the Climate REAL project's model
farmers after building his skills and
knowledge from this project and
earlier initiatives in the area.
Farmers in Phok Village - espe-
cially members of La's production
group - are already seeking his
advice for the coming planting sea-
sons. The plan is to grow toma-
toes, spring onions, lettuce and
coriander, as the demand and
prices are high.

To pave the way for his children,
La has also already started to
transfer his experience and know-
how to his youngest son, Noi, who
isnow 17 years old and studying
at secondary school in the district.
La s also about to embark on ex-
panding his greenhouses from two
to ten units in the near future. For
La and his fellow farmers, with
their hard work and the support
from FAO and KOICA, a whole
new path has opened up, better
managing the limitations of the sea-
sons and bringing more secure and
prosperous livelihoods.

Future CAP : Focusing-on
Agroecological Transition

Europe:

BRUSSELS, 4 SEPTEMBER
2024 - IFOAM Organics Europe
welcomes the report of the 'Stra-
tegic Dialogue on the future of EU
agriculture' providing a common
framework for action to reach the
EU's environmental goals in the
agri-food system. The recommen-
dations bridge the EU's objectives
by proposing concrete steps and
strategies for implementation.

The so-called 'Strategic Dialogue'
shows that a transition to sustain-
able agri-food systems is neces-
sary and there are solutions that
work for farmers, nature and so-
ciety.

Jan Plagge, IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope's President, took part in the
dialogue and shares his views: "The
Strategic Dialogue was not a walk
in the park, but it proved to be a
valuable initiative to move beyond
the current polarisation on agricul-
ture issues. The dialogue suc-
ceeded in identifying a common
way forward for EU agriculture
considering it should be within the
planetary boundaries and reconcile
environmental sustainability with a
fair income for farmers. There is
broad agreement that transitioning
to sustainable farming systems is
necessary and should pay off for
farmers. This will mean a signifi-
cant reform of the Common Agri-
cultural Policy (CAP) so it ad-
equately rewards organic farmers
and offers real financial added
value for the environmental serv-
ices they are providing."

The European organic movement
looks forward to seeing how the
EU institutions will realise the rec-
ommendations, namely in the?EU's
"Vision for Agriculture and Food'
and in Commission President Von
der Leyen's continued support of
stakeholders' engagement. We also

look forward to being involved in
the process of implementing these
recommendations within the advi-
sory board that will be established
by the European Commission.

On organic's role as leading choice
to reach this common goal, Jan
Plagge continued: "The Strategic
Dialogue recommendations recog-
nise organic farming as the only
regulated sustainable production
system that already delivers envi-
ronmental and climate protection,
and as prime example of a food
production system that reconciles
nature protection and farmers' in-
come. If policymakers implement
the recommendations, organic
farming would be further strength-
ened and more attractive in a food
system in which the sustainable
choice would be the easiest".

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, 10
SEPTEMBER 2024 - Following
week's recommendations of the
strategic dialogue on the future of
EU agriculture, the organic move-
ment continues building bridges and
identifying a way forward with
high-level policymakers and the
sector at its European Organic
Congress. High on the congress'
agenda is a piece of EU policy that
can make or break this transition:
the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP).

Ahead of the congress, starting
today with an inaugural speech
from Dr. Istvan Nagy, Hungarian
Minister for Agriculture, the or-
ganic movement publishes its vision
on a CAP fit for the future. This
states that a CAP fit for the future
is in line with the Strategic Dilogue's
opinion conclusion that a transition
to sustainable agri-food systems is
necessary and there are solutions
that work for farmers, nature and
continue page 31
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FAQO team u
diets at the

Harlem Globetrotters and FAO
team up to promote healthy diets
at the UN General Assembly
Emphasis on the need for a bal-
anced diet rich in fruits, vegetables,
whole grains and lean proteins
From left to right: Patricia Zavala,

stressing that good nutrition is es-
sential for overall health and per-
formance in sports. "Food is fuel,"
said Jet.

Buckets and Jet further empha-
sized the critical role of education
and schools in driving behavioral

. ey e e Change,

Latif'Jet' Rivers, Corinna Hawkes
and Jason 'Buckets' Barrera at the
SDG Media Zone at UN HQ yes-
terday.

24/09/2024

On the sidelines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, Harlem Globetrot-
ters' Jason 'Buckets' Barrera and
Latif 'Jet' Rivers joined FAO's
Corinna Hawkes, Director of
Food Systems and Food Safety,
for a lively discussion on healthy
diets and reducing food waste.
Moderated by Patricia Zavala of
E! Entertainment at the SDG Me-
dia Zone at UN HQ, the event
spotlighted how sport can promote
better nutrition and food
sustainability through the Globe-
trotters' recent collaborations with
FAO.

During the exchange, both the
Globetrotters and Corinna
Hawkes emphasized the need for
abalanced diet rich in fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, and lean pro-
teins, while warning against exces-
sive consumption of added sugars.
The Globetrotters reinforced these
messages by sharing practical tips
on meal planning, proper portion
control, and mindful eating habits,

highlighting
that every
small action
contributes
to a larger,
global im-
pact, mak-
ing  the
world more
sustainable,
equitable,
and healthy.
"And when does this conversation
start?" wondered Patricia Zavala.
"From birth," said Jet. "And that's
what the science says," added
Corinna.

"These kids look up to us," Jet
continued. "We're global figures
seen by millions... We have the
chance to make an impact. They
idolize us for what we do on the
court, but it's essential we share
how we reach this level-by taking
care of our bodies. If we can in-
spire them to change their habits,
the sky's the limit." Buckets agreed:
"Kids hang on our every word. If
we encourage them to eat health-
ily and explain the benefits, it's a
message that will stick."

The panel touched on the environ-
mental impact of food waste, high-
lighting the importance of reducing
food loss from production to
household levels. The speakers
shared practical advice on minimiz-
ing food waste, such as buying food
sensibly, understanding expiration
dates, donating surplus food, and
composting. They emphasized that
reducing food waste not only helps
feed those in need but also con-
serves resources and reduces

todaromote health?f
N General Assembly

greenhouse gas emissions, making
it a critical component of achiev-
ing the Sustainable Development
Goals.

"These players are the ones who
carry the message," added Corinna
Hawkes. "But we all have arole
to play. Everyone needs to support
one another-whether you're work-
ing on a farm, in a shop, or raising
a family. If we work together and
stay aligned, we can achieve our
goals. That's why these athletes are
so invaluable," said Corrinna,
thanking both basketball stars.
"We teamed up with FAO because
there's a world hunger crisis...
[FAO's work] aligns with what we
do. We love going into different
countries, experiencing different
cultures and we love giving back.
We want to make sure we impact
the world positively," explained Jet.
Jet and Buckets spoke of their
team mates visit to a FAO school
feeding and composting project in
the Dominican Republic - which
was featured on their Emmy
Award-winning TV show, Play It
Forward on NBC in February.
The players also spoke about their
social media campaign with
schoolchildren in Rome, which fo-
cused on promoting good nutrition
and food waste reduction in
schools and at home.

The Harlem Globetrotters will con-
tinue their advocacy with FAO at
Junior World Food Day in Rome
on October 17th, where players
Darnell 'Speedy’ Artis and Arysia
'Ace' Porter will inspire children to
think carefully about what they eat
and further raise awareness of food
loss and waste reduction. With their
unique blend of athleticism and
entertainment, the Harlem Globe-
trotters are leveraging their global
reach to champion important
causes that align with FAO's mis-
sion to end hunger and improve
food security.
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Growing food out of water in Bhutan

Kinley Wangmo took to hydropon-
ics farming, which involves grow-
ing plants in water, after the pan-
demic left her with no source of
income.

09/09/2024

Like millions around the world,
Kinley Wangmo and her family
were left without a source of in-
come during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and subsequent lockdowns.
Unlike most of the world, this
Bhutanese mother found a liveli-
hood solution in hydroponics farm-
ing, which involves growing plants
in a special nutrient-rich water in-
stead of using soil.

What began as a simple interest
soon blossomed into a profound
passion. She attended online
trainings and saw that this innova-
tive technique was also full of prom-
ise for addressing the challenges of
food security and land fragmenta-
tion in her landlocked Himalayan
homeland.

Hydroponics uses less water and
is more productive than soil-based
agriculture and can be carried out
all year round. Though hydropon-
ics can be expensive and difficult
to install, all it requires at its most
basic level is the plants, water, a
container and a source of light.

To save on the cost of importing
hydroponics systems, she learned
extensively from international ex-
perts and customised their ap-
proaches for Bhutanese farmers.
Using her previous experience as
a contractor, undertaking every-
thing from plumbing to electrical
jobs, Kinley, who also currently
runs a hardware shop, leveraged
her skills and self-taught know-
how to build a hydroponics sys-
tem using the deep flow technique,
which catches and recycles water
using pipes. The system is low-
cost, efficient and made using read-
ily available materials.

It's also easy to maintain, making
it accessible and practical for

small-scale farmers in Bhutan's
rugged terrain.

Kinley started Bhutan Hydropon-
ics in a small-scale greenhouse in
the Changzamtok area of the capi-
tal, Thimphu, back in 2020.

In early 2024, Kinley was one of
the 30 recipients of funding sup-
port from the Food and Agricul-

ture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) as part of'its Peri-
urban and Urban Farming project
in Bhutan, implemented by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Live-
stock.

The project helped her with land
development, equipment and ma-
terials for the farm, as well as seeds
on a cost-sharing basis, and tech-
nical support with installing the
greenhouses, garden structures, ir-
rigation systems and digital equip-
ment she needed for the venture.
Her vision is steadily taking shape
with the establishment of three spa-
cious greenhouses.

"The main benefit of hydroponics
is that it helps plants and vegeta-
bles grow faster than traditional soil
farming, and it takes up less space,"
Kinley explains. "In a greenhouse,
we can control everything to make
sure the plants grow well."
Kinley has been steadily expand-
ing her greenhouses and adding to
the varieties of lettuce she produces
for a growing market.

Kinley is keen to share her knowl-
edge to help communities in Bhu-
tan become more independent.
"The pandemic showed us how
important self-sufficiencyis."
She's been a passionate advocate
for increasing the use of hydropon-
ics in the country, offering her ex-
pertise in setting up systems and
selling her
r 1 adapted
| hydro-
ponics
system at
/ a cost
that's
highly fa-
vourable
com -
pared
with im-
ported
equip-
~ ment.
About
one-third of Bhutan's population
faces food insecurity. With shrink-
ing, fragmented land holdings and
many working-age adults moving
from rural to urban areas, labor-
intensive agriculture is becoming in-
creasingly challenging.
The pandemic also showed the
reliance of urban areas on food
imported from abroad or from ru-
ral areas. In this, Bhutan's Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been push-
ing ahead with its strategy to pro-
mote urban farming.
Kinley also advocates for self-suf-
ficiency and safe food in urban ar-
eas, like the capital in which she
lives.
"In urban areas where food secu-
rity is a pressing issue, [ am dedi-
cated to making freshly harvested,
nutritious food accessible to eve-
ryone. Amidst busy lifestyles and
the challenge of accessing quality
food, we aim to reduce food waste
and promote healthier eating hab-
its," says Kinley.
Kinley's innovative methods, tai-
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lored to the available materials in
Bhutan, are changing the future of
food in the landlocked Himalayan
country.

Bhutan's economy relies heavily on
agriculture, livestock and forests;
this sector supports about 57 per-
cent of the population. Even though
the agriculture sector is growing in
absolute terms, the share of the
national Gross Domestic Product
has been steadily decreasing due
to rapid growth in other economic
sectors.

On top of that, agricultural produc-
tivity is being undermined by an
array of factors including urbani-
zation and rapid development,
crop damage by wild animals, land
fragmentation, pests and diseases,
rising temperatures and a shortage
of agricultural inputs. As aresult,
Bhutan's goals of food security and
self-sufficiency are becoming
harder to achieve.

FAO's project is addressing these
issues by helping to move crop
production closer to consumers
and meeting growing demand in
urban areas while showcasing new
technologies for transforming
agrifood systems, as well as cre-
ating more jobs and income op-
portunities especially for women
and young people.

Now, Kinley employs nine people,
mostly single mothers and youth.
Her current focus is on growing
lettuce, which her team has har-
vested three times in five months
and supplied to chain of hotels in
the country. She currently grows
two lettuce varieties and plans to
cultivate three more types and re-
cruit more staff in the future as her
business continues to grow.
"Despite the challenges, I promote
technology to inspire young peo-
ple and women in agriculture be-
cause it's simple," Kinley says,
adding that technology makes ag-
riculture more appealing because
it is less physically arduous and
cleaner than conventional farming.
Since she expanded her business

early this year, she has been selling
lettuce and salads in the capital and
nearby towns. She says that if she
can further expand the business,
she would be able to meet the rap-
idly growing market demand.
With her initiative full of innovative
promise, Kinley is making an im-
portant contribution to the future
of food, inspiring others and forg-
ing anew agricultural development
model for Bhutan.

The Right to Food is a universal
human right. This year, we are ad-

vocating for that and more. The
foods that feed us need to take into
account diversity, nutrition,
affordability, accessibility as well as
safety and sustainability. Over 2.8
billion people are still unable to af-
ford a healthy diet. As we move
toward World Food Day on Oc-
tober 16, FAO is emphasizing that
the right to the foods, which meet
all of these pillars, is crucial for a

better life and a better future for
all.

Future CAP ....

society. To achieve this, the CAP
needs an ambitious reform to en-
able an agroecological transition of
Europe's agriculture, while:
-Supporting all farmers who want
to transform their farms sustainably
using a whole-farm approach;
-Adequately rewarding farmers
engaged in sustainability systems,
such as organic farmers, for the
benefits they already deliver to the
environment and society; and
-Ensuring the sector's competitive-
ness.

Jan Plagge, IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope's President summarised it as
follows: "The agrifood sector is fac-
ing multiple challenges, so the CAP
must undergo an ambitious reform
to stay relevant and deliver envi-
ronmental and socio-economic
sustainability. The CAP post-2027
should support both farmers who
want to be and those who already
are more environmentally ambi-
tious." He specified: "It is impor-
tant to encourage those ready to
re-designs their farms to be more
sustainable and set high environ-
mental ambitions. Moreover, the
future CAP should also adequately
reward farmers already working
with nature and provide benefits for
ecosystems functions - this needs
to be based on a whole-farm ap-
proach. As our vision for the CAP
post-2027 is in line with the Stra-
tegic Dialogue on the future of ag-
riculture's recommendations, we

count on the Commission, Coun-
cil and Parliament to implement this
broad agreement among agricul-
ture and environmental
stakeholders that it is time for a
fundamental CAP reform."
Thomas Fertl, IFOAM Organics
Europe Board Member and farm-
ing sector representative elabo-
rated on the approach: "We pro-
pose a three-stage approach to
ensure proportionality between a
farm's level of environmental am-
bition and the funding it receives,
based on key areas: soil protec-
tion, impact on water, climate, and
biodiversity. This would allow for
high environmental ambitions, a
coherent approach at farm level,
while easing administration for
farmers and national authorities.
Our vision makes two objectives
meet: Rewarding farmers who are
already engaged in sustainable pro-
duction methods and supporting
other farmers in a gradual transi-
tion to agroecology."

The CAP should also play an im-
portant role in market regulation to
strengthen farmers' role in the
agrifood supply chain, increase
their resilience to economic crises
and ensure a decent income. Tar-
geted measures should support
farmers based on socio-econom-
ics.

The press release issued by the
Organics Europe.
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Caribbean Development Bank
and IFAD Collaboration

The Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB, the Bank) and the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural Devel-
opment (IFAD) have signed a land-
mark Agreement to enhance the
effectiveness of project procure-
ment processes. This Agreement,
which applies to joint co-financed
projects, is designed to simplify
procurement procedures, reduce
transaction costs, and improve
project planning and execution
across the Caribbean.

The Procurement Framework
Agreement builds on the
longstanding partnership between
CDB and IFAD. It establishes a
collaborative structure where both
institutions will mutually rely on
each other's procurement policies
in jointly funded projects. This in-
novative approach addresses the
complexities arising from varying
procurement frameworks of inter-
national institutions, which often
result in inefficiencies during project
implementation. By recognising that
the two organisations share core
procurement principles of
economy, efficiency, transparency,
fairness, and accountability, the
Agreement allows for mutual reli-
ance on their respective project
procurement frameworks and es-
tablishes effective mechanisms for
cooperation. This is expected to
greatly facilitate a better division of
labour between the two partners,
along with more consistent and
timely project procurement imple-
mentation.

Speaking at the ceremonial sign-
ing, Therese Turner-Jones, CDB's
Acting Vice President, Operations,
remarked, "This agreement is an
important step in enhancing the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness of how
we implement co-financed
projects. By enabling the adoption
of streamlined procurement ar-
rangements in joint co-financed
projects, we are reducing the bur-

den on beneficiaries, enabling faster
project execution, and ultimately
delivering better development out-
comes for the Caribbean region."

Donal Brown, Associate Vice-
President of IFAD's Programme
Management Department, stated,
"The mutual reliance established by
this agreement is a testament to the
strong partnership between IFAD
and CDB. Our collaboration will
not only streamline processes but

also ensure that agricultural and
rural development projects in the
Caribbean are implemented with
the highest standards of efficiency
and accountability."

The new Procurement Framework
Agreement will significantly pro-
mote future collaboration between
the two institutions and enhance
their ability to co-finance develop-
ment projects in the agriculture and
rural development sectors. This
partnership is poised to bring about
greater coherence, development
impact, and improved service de-
livery across the Caribbean.

WEP launches emergency
food distributions

LUANG NAMTHA - After the
devastating floods brought by Ty-
phoon Yagi, the United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP)
in Lao PDR has initiated emer-
gency food distributions to support
the most affected communities in
the country.

Following an official request for
assistance from the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare, WFP
has begun rice distributions in the
Luang Namtha province today,
where temporary food shortages
are compounded by the loss of rice
crops and agricultural land. In co-
ordination with the Government of
Lao PDR and the Lao Red Cross,
WEFP is distributing 100 metric
tonnes of rice to 14,000 severely
affected people.

"We are coordinating with the Na-
tional Disaster Management Com-
mittee and other humanitarians for
efficient and effective response and
recovery actions. These food dis-
tributions will provide some relief
for people that have lost so much
in Luang Namtha," said Marc-
Andre Prost, WFP Representative
and Country Director in Lao PDR.
"We will continue working with lo-
cal communities to restore liveli-
hoods, improve food security, and
strengthen disaster preparedness in

the face of future climate-related
shocks."

Since June, Lao PDR has experi-
enced a series of floods, landslides
and storms that have impacted an
estimated 145,000 people around
the country. Super Typhoon Yagi,
that made landfall on 9 Septem-
ber, caused additional heavy rains,
severe flooding and landslides,
temporarily displacing 33,000
people in two districts of Luang
Namtha province.

"The impact of Typhoon Yagi on
our province has been severe, and
we are committed to get help to
those in need. We value the col-
laboration with WFP and the Lao
Red Cross, because it helps us to
raise support from the donor com-
munity and provide assistance to
our people on the ground," said
Sivilay Pankeo, Provincial Vice
Governor and Chair of the Provin-
cial Disaster Prevention and Con-
trol Committee.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.

%:ﬁi A 05 FWWH (Krishi Journal-2024, September-October) | 3R



IFAD and Japan partner

coffee production in Tanzania

IFAD and Japan partner with the
private sector to boost small-scale
producers' coffee production in
Tanzania

Tokyo, 20 September 2024 - The
UN's International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD), the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries of Japan (MAFF)
and two of Japan's leading com-
panies, coffee manufacturer UCC

Ueshima Coffee Co.,Ltd. (UCC)
and trading company Marubeni
Corporation (Marubeni), launched
a pilot project to support small-
scale coffee producers in Tanza-
nia to sustainably increase their pro-
duction. The collaboration was
announced at the Sustainable Cof-
fee Production Project event held
atthe United Nations University in
Tokyo today.

The pilot is the first project to be
launched as part of the Enhanced
Linkages between Private sector
and Small-scale producers (ELPS)
initiative led by Japan under its G7
Presidency in 2023.

The ELPS initiative aims to forge
partnerships between large corpo-
rations in the Global North and
small-scale producers in the Glo-
bal South to promote more sus-
tainable and productive farming
practices. As the implementing

agency, IFAD leverages its exten-
sive networks with rural commu-
nities and farmers to connect them
to private sector companies.
"The private sector plays a crucial
role in driving investment and fos-
tering innovation in agri-food sys-
tems. The project we are launch-
ing today is a great example. We
are jointly enhancing the produc-
tivity of small-scale coffee produc-
' ers in Tan-
zaniato im-
prove their
| livelihoods
by increas-
ing access
to interna-
tional mar-
kets," said
Gérardine
Mukes-
himana,
I FAD
Vice-Presi-
dent.
"From
IFAD's earliest days, Japan has
been a vital partner in our mission
to transform food systems, fight
poverty and malnutrition, and fos-
ter rural development. We are ex-
cited to see our partnership extend
into Japan's private sector," she
added.
Mitsuo Takahashi, Parliamentary
Vice-Minister for Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries of Japan stated
in his opening remarks: "The Basic
Act on Food, Agriculture and Ru-
ral Areas that was revised in May
this year clearly states that efforts
will be made to diversify import
partner countries through public-
private partnerships and to pro-
mote investment in import partner
countries. The ELPS initiative
which was launched at the G7 Ag-
riculture Ministers' Meeting in
Miyazaki, chaired by Japan, is one
effective means of putting the prin-

S

ciples of this Basic Act into prac-
tice. Mentioned in the G7 Hiro-
shima Summit Leaders' Declara-
tion last year and in the UN Sec-
retary-General's report, this initia-
tive has generated strong expec-
tations globally. We hope that
through the ELPS initiative, Japan's
contribution to improve income
and sustainability in rural areas of
Tanzania will open up new hori-
zons."

"Global demand for coffee contin-
ues to grow, making a stable sup-
ply of high-quality coffee beans a
key challenge. We have been fo-
cusing on Tanzania for some time,
and we believe that by supporting
production areas, we can increase
production that is high quality and
considers the ecosystem. UCC
began managing its own farms
more than 40 years ago, and has
since set up a specialized depart-
ment to support production areas
and provide ongoing support," said
Fumihiko Asada, Representative
Director-President of UCC. "As a
private business, we want to pro-
vide the maximum resources we
have and make an impact with a
long-term perspective," he added.
Hidefumi Oya, Executive Officer
of Marubeni said: "While a stable
supply of coffee becomes more
difficult due to rising demand
caused by increasing global con-
sumption and supply instability
caused by climate change, we be-
lieve that working with the public
sector to contribute to a stable sup-
ply is an important mission. We
believe that if we can work with
the public sector, such as the gov-
ernment and the United Nations,
we can solve social issues through
business."

"Coffee farmers' communities face
challenges such as coffee berry dis-
eases and leafrust, which are com-
mon pests for coffee, and factors
like availability of fertilizers. The
government may not be able to
overcome these challenges alone
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but working together with the pri-
vate sector and other institutions, I
believe that we can come up with
a solution," said Bowa Sijali, a
Tanzania Coffee Board (TCB) rep-
resentative from the Mbeya Zone,
in a video message broadcasted
during the event.

The project aims to improve agri-
cultural productivity and
sustainability but also increase the
income of small-scale producers.
It will support nine farmers organi-
zations and cost approximately
US$460,000. UCC will provide
training on nurseries,
agroecological farming practices,
compost production, and post-har-
vest processes. Marubeni will con-
duct research on locally available
resources for compost production,
and monitoring and reporting. Ja-
pan is Tanzania's largest buyer of
its Arabica production. The project
will help ensure consistent pro-
curement over time.

The ELPS initiative will continue to
develop similar projects in partner-
ship with private companies both
in Japan and abroad. In their Joint
Statement issued in April 2023,
IFAD and MAFF committed to
enhancing their strategic partner-
ship to encourage private sector
involvement and to make agri-food
systems more resilient and sustain-
able. To date, MAFF has contrib-
uted approximately US$3 million
to IFAD for the implementation of
the ELPS initiative.

Press Release

No.: IFAD/74/2024.

IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.

Summit of the Future: to
ensure political determination

He highlighted the need to
significantly increase finan-
cial support to small-scale

farmers - who produce one-
third of the world's food.

Summit of the Future: IFAD calls
for political determination to reform
the global financial architecture
Rome, 20 September 2024. Amid
challenges like hunger, debt, in-
equality, and climate change,
Alvaro Lario, President ofthe UN's
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), urges world
leaders at the UN's Summit of the
Future in New York to "recognize
that a lack of resources is not the
greatest barrier - it is the political
determination to invest in solutions
at the scale needed". Lario under-
scores the need to reform the glo-
bal financial architecture to fund
climate adaptation and food sys-
tems transformation, ensuring fair-
ness and efficiency to build a bet-
ter future.

"Global challenges such as hunger
and poverty are realistic goals that
can be overcome if we share the
great wealth of resources available
and work together to reverse
growing inequalities," added Lario.
The President of IFAD also re-
minded leaders that 3 billion peo-
ple live in rural areas and are dis-
proportionately affected by ex-
treme poverty and hunger. He high-
lighted the need to significantly in-
crease financial support to small-
scale farmers - who produce one-
third of the world's food.

"It's not just about the money, but
about how we use existing re-
sources. We need to be smart. Fi-
nance must flow to where it is
needed most. The farm and the first
mile are where we should be in-
vesting: in rural roads, in irrigation
systems, in markets, as well as in
public goods and people," said

Lario.

There is a significant financing gap
towards rural areas and specifically
in climate adaptation. At the same
time, wealthy countries spend
US$630 billion annually on subsidy
policies that distort markets, hurt
poor farmers, and damage the en-
vironment. [FAD proposes redi-
recting these incentives to promote
healthy, nutritious, and affordable
food.

With a range of innovative finan-
cial solutions designed to bridge
current funding gaps, IFAD is us-
ing methods like "risk-sharing" and
guarantees to channel financing
from the private sector to rural
populations and food systems.

As the first UN specialized agency
to receive a credit rating and issue
sustainable bonds on capital mar-
kets, IFAD has raised over
US$646 million since 2022 from
pension funds and insurers inter-
ested in investing in a better world.
IFAD is the only UN specialized
agency and international financial
institution that assembles develop-
ment finance to meet SDG 1 (No
poverty) and SDG 2 (Zero hun-
ger), leveraging the Fund's unique
expertise in supporting small-scale
producers, boosting their resilience
and improving livelihoods in rural
areas.

Press Release No.: [FAD/75/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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FAO commitment to accelerate gende;

equality

|

24/09/2024

NEW YORK - Correcting the
gender gap in agrifood systems
would dramatically reduce the
worldwide hunger rate, raise the
incomes of hundreds of millions of
people and add $1 trillion to glo-
bal gross domestic product, offer-
ing one of the most effective path-
ways towards the common objec-
tives of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

Some 75 percent of agricultural
and rural development policy docu-
ments from 68 developing coun-
tries recognize women's roles and
challenges, indicating awareness of
the issue. Yet only 19 percent of
these have actual policy goals re-
lated to gender, underscoring the
need for more focus and commit-
ment.

With the aim of promoting greater
alignment of policy and outcomes
on gender, the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) has launched
Commit to Grow Equality (CGE),
amechanism to accelerate gender
equality and women's empower-
ment in agrifood systems through
financing, investments and partner-
ships by enabling a diverse range
of actors to report against a stra-
tegic set of commitments.

""We have the evidence to show us
how to overcome gender gaps -
evidence that calls upon all ofus
to act, collectively and urgently,"

efforts in a

FAO Director-
£ General QU
Dongyu said at
"Commit to
Grow Equality:
Invest in the Fu-
ture of Women
and Girls", a
high-level action
event pitching
CGE during the
UN General As-

T Ar

Ireland, Norway and
Tiirkiye among others,
some of whom announced
new resource commitments
to the initiative.

sembly.

"Closing these gaps and empow-
ering women and girls in agrifood
systems would greatly improve
economic growth, food security,
access to healthy diets and resil-
ience for women, their households
and their communities, particularly
in rural areas," he said.
High-level speakers at the CGE
event included ministers from Ire-
land, Norway and Tiirkiye among
others, some of whom announced
new resource commitments to the
initiative. Others included repre-
sentatives from Brazil, the United
Kingdom, the United States of
America, Zambia and other Mem-
bers, as well as major UN agen-
cies, multilateral institutions, non-
governmental organizations and the
private sector.

The CGE initiative, formally begun
earlier this year, has attracted part-
ners across sectors and could ben-
efitup to 54 million women world-
wide, more than one of every 10
women working in agrifood sys-
tems. To support this, an estimated
$1 billion of investments will initially
be aligned to CGE.

How it works

grifood systems

Central to the Commit to Grow
Equality initiative is a Commitments
Matrix, which enables
stakeholders to consider and ar-
ticulate the concrete commitments
that can be brought to make a tan-
gible difference in the lives of
women and gitls.

One of'the overarching objectives
is to increase the number and value
of projects that are gender
transformative from the design
through implementation stages.
Others include increasing linkages
and synergies between financial
commitments being made on cli-
mate change, resilience and other
areas, and bolstering and expand-
ing partnerships between the array
of actors pursuing policies and in-
vestments to promote gender
equality and women's empower-
ment in agrifood systems.

For donors and project sponsors
as well as for Members, busi-
nesses, producer organizations and
local authorities, the matrix puts
particular emphasis on efforts to
close the gender wage and pro-
ductivity gaps, as well as ways to
increase data, research and evi-
dence.

Exemplary objectives include in-
creasing commitments to direct
procurement from women entre-
preneurs, increasing gender parity
in corporate leadership positions,
provision of training for upskilling
of women working in agrifood sup-
ply chains, policies and pro-
grammes to increase access to
child care, credit and technology,
and intensified efforts to collect sex
and age-disaggregated data for
farm plot sizes, ownership, rev-
enues and the like.

How FAQO is showing commitment
Director-General Qu , highlighted
three high-salience and specifics
objectives FAO will pursue in the
coming years.

First, FAO commits to track gen-
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=
der-transformative actions in all of WFP laun.Che.S emergency
food operation in Lebanon

its projects and assure they feature
in 10 percent of them by 2030.
Gender-transformative
approaches show promise in
changing discriminatory social
norms, are cost-effective and have
high returns, improving food secu-
rity, nutrition and livelihood out-
comes for women, households and
communities.

Second, FAO commits to promot-
ing the dissemination and uptake
in 10 countries by 2026 of the
Committee on World Food Secu-
rity's Voluntary Guidelines on Gen-
der Equality and Women's and
Girls' Empowerment, a critical tool
for improving policy frameworks.
Third, FAO is committed to
launching a gender domain in its
statistical database, FAOSTAT, by
2026, which will make it possible
for the public to access all avail-
able data on key dimensions of
gender equality such as women's
work, training and asset owner-
ship in agrifood systems as well as
data on women's food security and
nutrition. Such data, and easy open
access to it, will generate greater
visibility of the important gaps that
remain in measuring and achieving
progress on gender equality in the
sector.

An indication of the road ahead
was offered by FAO's 2023 re-
port on The Status of Women in
Agrifood Systems, which offers a
series of findings such as a 24 per-
cent productivity gap between fe-
male- and male-managed farms of
the same size, that women in wage
employment in agriculture earn on
average 82 cents for every dollar
that men earn, and that women on
average work an extra hour a day
to cope with climate change.

The Director-General also noted
that the UN has announced that
2026 will be the International Year
of the Woman Farmer and FAO
looks forward to coordinating with
partners to implementing related
activities.

29 September 2024

BEIRUT - The World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) has launched an
emergency operation to provide
food assistance for up to one mil-
lion people affected by the recent
escalation of the conflict in Leba-
non. The agency is distributing
ready-to-eat food rations, bread,
hot meals and food parcels to fami-
lies in shelters across the country.
A further acceleration of the con-
flict this weekend underscored the
need for an immediate humanitar-
ian response. This comes after
thousands of people had already
been displaced, compounding the
fragility of'a population burdened
by accumulated crises.

WEFP, which has been on the
ground providing assistance since
the first day of the crisis, has to-
date reached more than 66,000
people in shelters across the coun-
try. WFP has been working with
donors and partners for several
months to stockpile food supplies
in strategic areas across the coun-
try and was able to significantly
expand its assistance thanks to
comprehensive preparations.

"In just a few days WFP assistance
has reached thousands of newly
displaced people," said Matthew
Hollingworth, WFP Country Di-
rector in Lebanon. "Today, I lis-
tened to stories of families forced
to flee their homes, leaving every-
thing behind in search of safety. As
the crisis deepens, we are prepar-
ing to assist up to one million peo-
ple through a mix of cash and food
support. However, we urgently
need additional resources to sus-
tain and scale up our response."
To continue these critical opera-
tions, WFP urgently requires USD
105 million until the end of the year
and calls on the international com-
munity to mobilize resources and
support the humanitarian response.
Kitchens and hot meal operations

The agency is distributing
ready-to-eat food rations,
bread, hot meals and food
parcels to families in shel-
ters across the country.

have been set up in north and cen-
tral Lebanon to prepare light meals
for those seeking safety in shelters.
These facilities will boost WFP's
ability to provide hot meals in re-
sponse to the growing number of
displaced people.

Partners from the food security
sector have also contributed by
providing hot meals to nearly
14,000 displaced people in collec-
tive shelters, demonstrating a co-
ordinated effort to address urgent
humanitarian needs.

"Lebanon is at a breaking point and
cannot endure another war," said
Corinne Fleischer, WFP Regional
Director for the Middle East, North
Africa, and Eastern Europe. "A
further escalation would be highly
detrimental to the people of this
region, who have gone through so
much already. Additionally, it
would massively stretch the hu-
manitarian community's collective
operational and financial capaci-
ties. WFP is on the ground, but we
urgently need funds. More urgently,
the people in the region need
peace."

WEFP is monitoring the situation
and, with currently available re-
sources, can scale up to reach up
to one million people affected by
the recent escalation for one month.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.
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