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IFAD Inaugurates new Nepal Countr;
Office to Increase Impact on Rural Lives

Kathmandu, 8 August 2024 - A
new office signaling IFAD's endur-
ing commitment to working with
the Government of Nepal to im-
prove the lives and livelihoods of
rural people was inaugurated to-
day. IFAD is a UN agency and in-
ternational financial institution that
works with its Member States to
support development for the

world's poorest and most vulner-
able people.

On hand were Reehana Rifat
Raza, Regional Director for the
Asiaand the Pacific Division at the
Programme Management Depart-
ment of the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
Rajendra Prasad Mishra, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development, and Neils
Balzer, Country Director for the
World Food Programme in Nepal.
"IFAD plays a crucial role in sup-
porting small-scale farmers in Ne-
pal, especially women and youth,
as they navigate the challenges of
climate change," said Raza. "We
work closely with the government
to help smallholder farmers in-
crease their incomes, improve food
security, and build a more sustain-
able future. Our new office here is
a strategic step towards deepen-
ing our partnership and accelerat-
ing progress," she added.

Mishra thanked IFAD for support-

ing smallholder farmers and en-
couraged the Fund to invest more
in Nepal's agriculture sector as a
part of the country's recently
launched Decade of Agriculture.
He also emphasized the need for
IFAD's country strategy to evolve
according to the changed context,
incorporating changes in govern-
ance structure and challenges like

gramme in Nepal.

omen and youth, as the

climate change and youth out-mi-
gration.

As IFAD expands its presence and
financing in Nepal, it recognizes the
potential for greater impact through
enhanced partnerships with the
government, bilateral and multilat-
eral donor agencies, and the pri-
vate sector.

Roshan Cooke, IFAD Country
Director for Nepal and Bhutan,
stated that "setting up a new office
in Kathmandu brings us closer to
our ground operations and im-
proves oversight of the country
portfolio. It also allows us to en-
gage in policy dialogue at the coun-

"IFAD plays a crucial role in
supporting small-scale farm-
ers in Nepal, especially

try level to advance the transition
to agroecological farming, improve
domestic and export market ac-
cess, and empower smallholder
farmers."

IFAD's strategy in Nepal ad-
dresses key challenges such as
poverty, inequality and social
marginalization, particularly in the
hill and mountain regions where
infrastructure and market access
are limited. Programmes are fo-
cused on improving rural infrastruc-
ture, targeting marginalized com-
munities, improving income oppor-
tunities, and supporting governance
and community resilience.

The ceremony was also attended
by Nabraj Simkhada, Deputy
CEO of KSBBL, directors of the
IFAD-financed programmes, and
representatives from the Ministry
of Forests and Environment, Min-
istry of Industry, Commerce and
Industries, and Ministry of Urban
Development. Representatives
from private sector and civil soci-
ety were also present.

Nepal was one of the first coun-
tries to receive an IFAD loan in
1978. Since then, IFAD has fi-
nanced 20 projects with a total cost
of US$929.29 million, including
US$404.68 million of [FAD's own
resources, reaching over 1.1 mil-
lion families. The new office will
oversee significant projects, in-
cluding the Value Chains for Inclu-
sive Transformation of Agriculture
Programme (VITA) with a cost of
US$179 million, the Agriculture
Sector Development Programme
(ASDP) with a cost of US$50 mil-
lion, the Rural Enterprises and Re-
mittances Project (RERP -
Samriddhi) costing US$26 million
and the newly approved Resilient
High Value Agricultural Programme
(R-HVAP) at US$120 million, all
of which reinforce [FAD's commit-
ment to advancing agricultural de-
velopment in Nepal.
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IFA:D and Bhutan Reinforce their ties for S-us-
tainable Agriculture and Rural Prosperity

16 August 2024

Ministry of Agriculture and Liveli-
hood, Royal Government of Bhu-
tan (RGoB)

Thimphu (Bhutan), 16 August
2024 - Reehana Rifat Raza, Re-
gional Director for the Asia and the
Pacific Division at the International
Fund for Agriculture Development
(IFAD), completed a five-day visit
to mark the 45th anniversary of the
partnership between IFAD and the
Royal Government of Bhutan
(RGoB). During her visit she was
impressed with the results that
IFAD and Bhutan have been able
to achieve.

"Bhutan's commitment to sustain-
able development is inspiring. We
are committed to supporting Bhu-
tan's path towards a resilient and
prosperous future," she said.
"[FAD is eager to keep working
with the RGoB in transforming
smallholder agriculture while build-
ing inclusive, sustainable and resil-
ient agri-food systems. By enhanc-
ing productivity, improving access
to markets, and fostering private
sector enterprises, we aim to build
arobust agricultural sector that can
thrive even amid climate chal-
lenges," added Raza.

During her visit, Raza met with
Lyonpo Younten Phuntsho, Bhu-
tan's Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock, and Lyonpo Lekey
Dorji, Minister of Finance, to align
IFAD's work for the period 2025-
2027 with Bhutan's 3rd Five-Year
Plan, where IFAD is a key partner
as outlined in the United Nations
Sustainable Development Coop-
eration Framework (2024-2028).
This collaboration aims to reduce
poverty and contribute to Bhutan's
vision of sustainable and diversi-
fied economic growth.

"The longstanding collaboration
between [FAD and Bhutan has
been crucial in transforming our

agricultural sector. We look for-
ward to continuing our joint efforts
to achieve sustainable develop-
ment and reduce poverty," said

tor development.

Key projects such as the Com-

mercial Agriculture and Resilient

Livelihoods Program (CARLEP),
. with US$40.37

g million in funding

=1 ;ﬂ; since 2015, and
loe | B———— Building Resilient
'IEﬁ-_. SsCommercial
A" ¥ Smallholder Agri-

Lyonpo Lekey Dorji, Bhutan's
Minister of Finance.

Karla Robin Hershey, United Na-
tions Resident Coordinator in Bhu-
tan, said: "As an important mem-
ber of the United Nations in Bhu-
tan, IFAD's partnership is crucial
for achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and addressing
rural challenges. IFAD's support to
transforming agriculture and foster-
ing private sector growth can make
a significant contribution to tack-
ling nutrition issues and advancing
Bhutan's pursuit of the 3rd Five-
Year Plan and High-Income status
by 2034."

IFAD's Regional Director also
toured the Centenary Farmers'
Market and other marketing cen-
tres in Thimphu, observing the tan-
gible impacts of IFAD-supported
projects. Raza emphasized
RGoB's forthcoming contribution
to [IFAD's next three-year (2025-
2027) replenishment of funds,
known as [IFAD13. IFAD aims to
mobilize US$2 billion in new fund-
ing to supporta US$10 billion pro-
gramme of work, and impact over
100 million rural people world-
wide.

IFAD's investments in Bhutan for
the next three-year cycle will fo-
cus on transforming smallholder
agriculture through climate-smart
practices and fostering private sec-

culture
(BRECSA), val-
ued at US$30.94
million, have had a
positive impact on
smallholder farmers by developing
agriculture value chains, improving
market access, promoting sustain-
able farming practices, and en-
hancing food security. BRECSA
also benefits from US$2.6 million
provided by the Global Agriculture
and Food Security Programme
(GAFSP), which are managed by
the World Food programme
(WEFP) for technical assistance and
implementation support.

IFAD has invested US$80.62 mil-
lion in 9 projects in Bhutan, ben-
efiting 121,035 households. These
initiatives have strengthened small-
holder farming, promoted sustain-
able agriculture, and created op-
portunities for youth, aligning with
Bhutan's development goals and
improving rural livelihoods.

Press Release No.: IFAD/66/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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FAO DeliVerS 2 400 Veterinary tionality and restoration of the lo-
Kits to Protect Livestocks

From FAO Regional Office for
Near East and North Africa

FAO delivers first set of veterinary
kits to 2 452 households in Gaza
to support livestock health and
combat acute food insecurity.
12/08/2024

Jerusalem/Cairo- The Food and

dairy-producing livestock in Gaza
have been slaughtered, consumed
or lost due to the ongoing hostili-
ties. Bilal from Rafah, a livestock
keeper and an FAO beneficiary,
has expressed that these inputs are
not available locally but are a life-
line for their animals' health. Bilal

Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) is deliver-
ing 2 452 veterinary kits to live-
stock-keeping households in Gaza
to improve animal health and pre-
serve herding livelihoods across the
Strip.

The near ten-month conflict has
caused the collapse of local food
production and agrifood value
chains, contributing to the rapid
deterioration of food security in
Gaza, with 96 percent of the popu-
lation or 2.15 million people fac-
ing high levels of acute food inse-
curity and a looming risk of fam-
ine.

Following the successful delivery
of 500 tonnes of fodder to Gaza,
this FAO shipment of veterinary
kits is the first to enter the Strip
since the escalation of hostilities
began. FAO is also the first agency
to pilot these kits from the West
Bank into Gaza. The veterinary kits
include critically needed inputs to
safeguard animals, such as
multivitamins, disinfectants, salt
blocks and iodine wound spray.
About 70 percent of meat and

explains: "Honestly, the support
our animals need is fodder. That's
the most important thing for us,
along with medicines and
vaccines."

"The lack of essential veterinary
materials in the Strip impacts ani-
mal health and welfare and pre-
vents livestock holders from pro-
viding decent care to them. We
believe that providing these inputs
is essential to support the local
communities and their animals, en-
suring both immediate care and
long-term protection during this
conflict. It is crucial to focus our
efforts on keeping livestock alive
and healthy, which means ensuring
access to protein and milk for fami-
lies and particularly for children
who are malnourished or at risk of
malnourishment," stated Azzam
Saleh, Head of Programme of
FAO West Bank and Gaza Strip.
"Immediate investment is crucial to
ensure the protection of remaining
livestock and farms and the rapid
recovery of the damaged agricul-
ture and food system infrastructure
caused by the conflict. The func-

cal food system is crucial to mini-
mize the concering levels of acute
food insecurity and malnutrition
across the Gaza Strip, which re-
mains difficult without an immedi-
ate ceasefire and a vast accelera-
tion of humanitarian aid," said
Abdulhakim Elwaer, FAO Assist-
ant Director-General and Regional
Representative for the Near East
and North Africa.

FAOQ, supported by the govern-
ments of Belgium, Italy and Nor-
way, is working closely with the
Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture
and local non-governmental or-
ganizations to distribute these vet-
erinary kits to the livestock hold-
ers in Gaza. Elwaer stressed that
"the supply of vaccines not only
ensured animal health but further
strengths the one health aspect and
eliminates the risk of spread of
transmittable diseases from animals
to humans."

Under the 2024 UN Flash Appeal
for the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, FAO currently appeals for
around $40 million, comprising
$29 million for Gaza and $11 mil-
lion for the West Bank, to meet the
needs of 70 660 individuals
through: (i) distributing animal fod-
der and health inputs in the Gaza
Strip, (ii) restocking lost livestock
in Gaza, (iii) providing time-criti-
cal inputs to farmers in Gaza, and
(iv) offering emergency assistance
to vulnerable farmers and livestock
holders impacted by heightened
violence and movement constraints
in the West Bank.

Moreover, a new shipment of 500
tonnes of fodder is under prepa-
ration to be sent to Gaza. Of these,
three trucks have already entered
Gaza, and their distribution has
reached 217 beneficiaries, who
received a total of 651 barley
sacks. The 500 tonnes of fodder
will be delivered to over 4 000
herders across the Strip with the
support of local partners that are
Continue...... 32 pg
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A Seed of Contention turns Seed tcirexpectaions,ancw chalienge
of Abundance in Timor-Lest

Climate-smart agriculture fuels a
women's collective in delivering
nutritious school meals

With advice from FAO, a group
of women in Betano, Timor-Leste
started applying conservation ag-
riculture techniques to their land
with great success.

29/08/2024

In the small village of Betano, nes-
tled in the lush landscapes of cen-
tral Timor-Leste, a simple dispute
over a humble legume has caused
a quiet revolution to take root.

It all started in 2019, when the
women in the village became in-
terested in piloting climate-smart
agriculture techniques, and in par-
ticular conservation agriculture,
which were being promoted in the
area by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO).

Following FAQO's advice, the
women wanted to try mulching the
fields with "lehe," also known as
green velvet beans, a type of local
vine known to replenish soil nutri-
ents. The men were skeptical, but
the women understood the impor-
tance of enriching the soil.

With financial support from the
European Union, FAO assisted the
women in setting up their own
farmers' group, which they named
Fehama (meaning "Women Lov-
ing Each Other" in the local Tetum
language). FAO also provided
them with hand-held tractors, trail-
ers, storage silos and other farm-
ing tools. Together with other farm-
ers' groups, they began to grow
corn, leafy vegetables, papaya,
cassava and bananas in their newly
mulched land.

Their goal was to produce enough
to both feed family members and
improve livelihoods.

"We realized that by following
FAOQ guidance, our productivity
could progress further," said Prisca
da Costa, a founding member of

Fehama.

With the women now firmly on the
path of climate-smart agriculture,
FAO, with financial support from
the United States Agency for In-
ternational  Development
(USAID), provided further assist-
ance to Fehama by way of techni-

cal support and training on conser-
vation agriculture techniques.
These included important methods
such as applying minimum soil dis-
turbance (meaning no tillage) and
diversifying plant species, with
crops such as mung beans, in ad-
dition to maintaining permanent soil
cover.

Together, the women of Fehama
embarked on a journey that would
see their fields filled with a variety
of crops, adding vibrant greens to
their harvest.

And so, a simple seed of conten-
tion sprouted into abundant and
diversified farms, along with a
flourishing women's farming collec-
tive.

With financial support from the
European Union, FAO assisted the
women in setting up farmers'
groups and provided them with
hand-held tractors, trailers and
other farming tools. ©FAO/ Blue
milk studio

Homegrown school feeding: a win-
win

With the new harvests exceeding

arose: Where to place their prod-
ucts?

"In the beginning, when we started
conservation agriculture with the
FAO team, we did not have much
confidence that we would be able
to sell the products on the market,"
recalls Joaquina Branco, from the
cooperative Hakmoton, which
also benefited from FAO support.

At the time, local farmers relied on
selling their products at the central
municipal market, where oversup-
ply drove prices down.

Instead, FAO helped Fehama and
other farmers groups find alterna-
tive ways to sell the products.
One obvious candidate was the
government's Merenda Eskolar, a
national social protection pro-
gramme that provides free meals
to children in elementary school.
FAO connected the farmers'
groups to Merenda Eskolar to pro-
vide them with stable customers
while supplying the children with
nutritious food.

In Timor-Leste, 75 percent of the
population does not have enough
food, and almost half of its children
under five years old are stunted,
making the Merenda Eskolar pro-
gramme a vital component of the
government's efforts to improve
food security and nutrition, heighten
social protection for children and
support the economic inclusion of
farmers.

FAO, in partnership with the local
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organization Hamutuk Ita Ajuda
Malu Health and the local govern-
ment, facilitated the stipulation of
contracts between farmers and
small enterprises that manage the
school feeding programme in
Manufahi municipality. FAO also
advised on appropriate diets rich
in protein, vitamins and minerals,
as well as more efficient cooking
methods.

"The Merenda Eskolar pro-
gramme has changed our way of
producing," Joaquina says. "Pre-
viously, we produced more food
crops rich in carbohydrates. Now,
we focus on horticulture, which
brings more nutritional benefits and
has more value than other food
crops because it has a daily mar-
ket demand."

This connection meant a stable
source of nutrition for the school
children and a regular income for
the women's group.

"We store the products here. The
programme comes to buy them
and takes them to the schools.
They pay us and we use the earn-
ings to support our children with
their school needs. We use the rest
of the money to buy food and
seeds to replant," Prisca says.

In all, FAO and its partners also
trained over 70 food preparers,
teachers and parents on balanced
and nutritious meals for children,
hygiene and food safety.

Finally, to improve school kitchen
facilities, FAO delivered kitchen
utensils, steel trays for serving food,
silos for storing cereals, water fil-
ters, refrigerators, crates, boxes for
food storage and stainless-steel
tables for food processing.

FAO connected the farmers'
groups to Merenda Eskolar a pro-
gramme that provides free meals
to elementary school students. This
provided the women with stable
customers while supplying the chil-
dren with nutritious food. ©FAO/
Blue milk studio

Empowerment and community
Continue.... 32

IFAD and Lesotho to Joi;ltly
Boost Agricultural Investment

09 August 2024

Maseru/Rome, 9 August 2024:
"The UN's International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)
reaffirms its commitment to sup-
porting Lesotho in unlocking the
potential of its agricultural sector
as well as enhancing food and nu-
trition security," said Donal Brown,
IFAD's Associate Vice-President
for Programme Management De-

Invited by His Majesty King Letsie
11, Donal Brown visited the coun-
try to explore new avenues for
deepening collaboration on the
occasion of the 200th anniversary
of'the founding of the Basotho na-
tion. "By working closely with the
government and the private sector,
we can create a more resilient and
sustainable food system that ben-
efits all Basotho," said Donal
Brown.

""We remain committed to support-
ing Lesotho through innovative
approaches, knowledge sharing,
and capacity building. By invest-
ing in small-scale farmers and ru-
ral communities, IFAD aims to
contribute to amore equitable and
sustainable future for the country,"
added Donal Brown.

Although endowed with abundant
natural resources, Lesotho faces
significant hurdles to develop its

primary sector. Land degradation,
soil erosion, and water scarcity are
being compounded by climate
change. These challenges dispro-
portionately impact rural commu-
nities, with 66% of households re-
lying on natural resources that are
progressively deteriorating,

During his visit, Donal Brown met
with His Majesty King Letsie III,
the Right Honourable Prime Min-
ister, Ntsokoane Samuel

A R

¥ BRI

Matekane and key ministers to dis-
cuss strategies for boosting agri-
cultural productivity, improving
livelihoods, and reducing poverty.
IFAD and the Government of
Lesotho also announced a US§$ 25
million investment in Regeneration
Opportunities Fund (ROF), a sus-
tainable financing mechanism for
land regeneration.

Together with Qu Dongyu, Food
and Agricultural Organisation
(FAO) Director-General and
Valerie Guarnieri, World Food
Programme (WFP) Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director for Programme
and Policy Development, His Maj-
esty King Letsie III took Rome-
based Agencies representatives to
Mahobong Fruits Farm in Leribe.
The field visit provided the repre-
sentatives insights into the country's
potential to commercialise
Continue....... 34
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WFP Temporarily Suspends
Staff Movement Across

28 August 2024

ROME-The World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) announced today
it is pausing the movement of its
employees in Gaza until further
notice aftera WFP team came un-
der fire on the evening of 27 Au-
gust, a few metres from an Israeli
check point at the Wadi Gaza

The team was returning from a mis-
sion to Kerem Shalom/ Karam
Abu Salem with two WFP ar-
moured vehicles after escorting a
convoy of trucks carrying humani-
tarian cargo routed to Gaza's cen-
tral area.

Despite being clearly marked and
receiving multiple clearances by
Israeli authorities to approach, the
vehicle was directly struck by gun-
fire as it was moving towards an
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)
checkpoint. It sustained at least ten
bullets: five on the driver's side, two
on the passenger side and three on
other parts of the vehicle. None of
the employees onboard were
physically harmed.

Though this is not the first security
incident to occur during the war it
is the first time that a WFP vehicle
has been directly shot at near a
checkpoint, despite securing the

necessary clearances, as per stand-
ard protocol. The incident is a stark
reminder of the rapidly and ever
shrinking humanitarian space in the
Gaza Strip, where increasing vio-
lence compromises our ability to
deliver life-saving assistance. The
already critical situation is exacer-
bated by restricted access and
heightened risks, leading to de-
creased food supplies reaching
those in desperate need.

"This is totally unacceptable and the
latest in a series of unnecessary
security incidents that have endan-
gered the lives of WFP's team in
Gaza," said WFP Executive Direc-
tor Cindy McCain. "As last night's
events show, the current
deconfliction system is failing and
this cannot go on any longer. I call
on the Israeli authorities and all
parties to the conflict to act imme-
diately to ensure the safety and
security of all aid workers in Gaza."
Humanitarians are increasingly
coming under fire and face a mul-

titude of challenges to deliver life-
saving aid in Gaza. Frequent and
ongoing evacuation orders con-
tinue to uproot both families and
food relief operations intended to
support them. Last week, WFP lost
access to its third and last opera-
tional warehouse in Gaza's middle
area, while five of WFP's operated
community kitchens had to be
evacuated. This week, on Sunday
25 August, the evacuation orders
impacted the main WFP operating
hub in Deir Al Balah, forcing our
team to relocate for the third time
since the war started.

We call on all parties to respect
international humanitarian law, en-
sure the protection of humanitar-
ian workers, and uphold their com-
mitment to facilitating the delivery
of vital and life-saving aid.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization, saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.

FAO Deliver ....... on the ground.
The initial 500 tonnes of animal
fodder delivered by FAO has
reached over 3 100 livestock
keepers in the Strip.

While food aid is indispensable, it
is not sufficient to meet caloric and
nutritional needs in Gaza. Before
the conflict, fodder was the most
important pre-war import in Gaza,
with almost 650 trucks entering the
Strip with fodder every month be-
fore 7 October. FAO supports
vulnerable farmers and herders in
Gaza to safeguard surviving ani-
mals and resume local food pro-
duction of fresh, perishable but
nutritious food like milk, eggs, red
meat and vegetables. These foods
are crucial for a healthy diet, par-
ticularly for children.

A seed ........

The project has not only helped
provide income and nutritious food
for the women but has also fos-
tered a sense of self-reliance and
empowerment. No longer are the
women of Fehama trying to con-
vince men how to grow their crops.
They have proof of their success
and the backing knowledge pro-
vided by FAO.

At the same time, the nutritious
food provided to the schools has
helped ensure that the village chil-
dren are well-nourished and bet-
ter able to learn. This creates a rip-
ple effect, contributing to a healthier
and better educated community.
In 2023 alone, the programme
reached 18 schools in Manufahi
municipality, providing 10 of these
Continue....... 34
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CAP Should Empower Farmers and
Ensure Agroecological Transition

BRUSSELS, 4 SEPTEMBER
2024 - IFOAM Organics Europe
welcomes the report of the 'Stra-
tegic Dialogue on the future of EU
agriculture' providing a common
framework for action to reach the
EU's environmental goals in the
agri-food system. The recommen-
dations bridge the EU's objectives
by proposing concrete steps and
strategies for implementation.
The so-called 'Strategic Dialogue'
shows that a transition to sustain-
able agri-food systems is neces-
sary and there are solutions that
work for farmers, nature and so-
ciety.

Jan Plagge, IFOAM Organics
Europe's President, took part in
the dialogue and shares his views:
"The Strategic Dialogue was nota
walk in the park, but it proved to
be a valuable initiative to move
beyond the current polarisation on
agriculture issues. The dialogue
succeeded in identifying a com-
mon way forward for EU agricul-
ture considering it should be within
the planetary boundaries and rec-
oncile environmental sustainability
with a fair income for farmers.
There is broad agreement that
transitioning to sustainable farming
systems is necessary and should
pay off for farmers. This will mean
a significant reform of the Com-
mon Agricultural Policy (CAP) so
it adequately rewards organic
farmers and offers real financial
added value for the environmental
services they are providing."

The European organic movement
looks forward to seeing how the
EU institutions will realise the rec-
ommendations, namely in the?EU's
'Vision for Agriculture and Food'
and in Commission President Von
der Leyen's continued support of
stakeholders' engagement. We also
look forward to being involved in
the process of implementing these
recommendations within the advi-

The dialogue succeedea
identifying a common way fo
ward for EU agriculture con-
sidering it should be within
the planetary boundaries and
xeconcile environmenta
tainability with a fair j
comeNQr farmers.

sory board that will be established
by the European Commission.

On organic's role as leading choice
to reach this common goal, Jan
Plagge continued: "The Strategic
Dialogue recommendations recog-
nise organic farming as the only
regulated sustainable production
system that already delivers envi-
ronmental and climate protection,
and as prime example of a food
production system that reconciles
nature protection and farmers' in-
come. If policymakers implement
the recommendations, organic
farming would be further strength-
ened and more attractive in a food
system in which the sustainable
choice would be the easiest".

The work of IFOAM Organics
Europe on this topic is co-financed
by the LIFE programme of the
European Union, under the Cli-
mate, Infrastructure and Environ-
ment Executive Agency (CINEA).
This page only reflects the views
of'the authors and its sole respon-
sibility lies with [IFOAM Organics
Europe. The CINEA is not re-
sponsible for any use that may be
made of the information provided.
IFOAM Organics Europe is the
European umbrella organisation for
organic food and farming. With al-
most 200 members in 34 European
countries, our work spans the en-
tire organic food chain and be-

yond: from farmers and processors
organisations, retailers,
certifiers,consultants, traders and
researchers to environmental and
consumer advocacy bodies.
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, 10
SEPTEMBER 2024 - Following
last week's recommendations of
the strategic dialogue on the future
of EU agriculture, the organic
movement continues building
bridges and identifying a way for-
ward with high-level policymakers
and the sector at its European Or-
ganic Congress. High on the con-
gress' agenda is a piece of EU
policy that can make or break this
transition: the Common Agricul-
tural Policy (CAP).

Ahead of the congress, starting
today with an inaugural speech
from Dr. Istvan Nagy, Hungarian
Minister for Agriculture, the or-
ganic movement publishes its vision
on a CAP fit for the future. This
states that a CAP fit for the future
is in line with the Strategic Dia-
logue's opinion conclusion thata
transition to sustainable agri-food
systems is necessary and there are
solutions that work for farmers,
nature and society. To achieve this,
the CAP needs an ambitious re-
form to enable an agroecological
transition of Europe's agriculture,
while:

"Supporting all farmers who want
to transform their farms sustainably
using a whole-farm approach;
"Adequately rewarding farmers
engaged in sustainability systems,
such as organic farmers, for the
benefits they already deliver to the
environment and society; and
"Ensuring the sector's competitive-
ness.

Jan Plagge, [IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope's President summarised it as
follows: "The agrifood sector is fac-
ing multiple challenges, so the CAP
must undergo an ambitious reform
to stay relevant and deliver envi-
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ronmental and socio-economic
sustainability. The CAP post-2027
should support both farmers who
want to be and those who already
are more environmentally ambi-
tious." He specified: "It is impor-
tant to encourage those ready to
re-designs their farms to be more
sustainable and set high environ-
mental ambitions. Moreover, the
future CAP should also adequately
reward farmers already working
with nature and provide benefits for
ecosystems functions - this needs
to be based on a whole-farm ap-
proach. As our vision for the CAP
post-2027 is in line with the Stra-
tegic Dialogue on the future of ag-
riculture's recommendations, we
count on the Commission, Coun-
cil and Parliament to implement this
broad agreement among agricul-
ture and environmental
stakeholders that it is time for a
fundamental CAP reform."
Thomas Fertl, [IFOAM Organics
Europe Board Member and farm-
ing sector representative elabo-
rated on the approach: "We pro-
pose a three-stage approach to
ensure proportionality between a
farm's level of environmental am-
bition and the funding it receives,
based on key areas: soil protec-
tion, impact on water, climate, and
biodiversity. This would allow for
high environmental ambitions, a
coherent approach at farm level,
while easing administration for
farmers and national authorities.
Our vision makes two objectives
meet: Rewarding farmers who are
already engaged in sustainable pro-
duction methods and supporting
other farmers in a gradual transi-
tion to agroecology."

The CAP should also play an im-
portant role in market regulation to
strengthen farmers' role in the
agrifood supply chain, increase
their resilience to economic crises
and ensure a decent income. Tar-
geted measures should support
farmers based on socio-economic
criteria.

Partners .......

allowed WFP to roll out the first
phase of cash assistance on
Carriacou Island, Grenada. WFP
provided cash assistance to the
hardest-hit families. Christina Pe-
ters, one of the first to receive cash
assistance, said: "The storm wiped
me out. [ will use this money to buy
my medication first and then food."
WEFP initially provided 315 fami-
lies with US$260 in addition to
what they receive with the regular
Government of Grenada public
assistance programme. Plans are
underway to expand cash support
to Jamaica and Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines. . Grenada Red
Cross Society volunteers carry
World Food Programme boxes in
Cariacou island, where WFP
works with the National Disaster
Agency.

"CDEMA recognizes the deep
collaboration with its regional and
international partners like WFP
which was extremely evident in
delivering humanitarianreliefto the
countries affected by Hurricane
Beryl," said the organization's ex-
ecutive director, Elizabeth Riley.
"The critical assistance provided by
all partners including WFP, to both
Grenada and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, certainly exemplified
our shared commitment to their
recovery and resilience."

As the 2024 Atlantic hurricane sea-
son progresses, all predictions in-
dicate increased intensity and fre-
quency of hurricanes. WFP re-
mains vigilant and committed to
cooperating with local authorities
to protect the most vulnerable peo-
ple.. WEP's response to Hurricane
Beryl is made possible through the
generous support of our partners:
the Government of Canada, Cen-
tral Emergency Response Fund,
the European Union, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) Bureau of Humanitarian
Assistance (BHA).

A seed ........

with a direct food supply for over
2400 students.

FAO plans to further strengthen
Merenda Eskolar and replicate it
in other parts of the country.

The Right to Food is a universal
human right. This year, we are ad-
vocating for that and more. The
foods that feed us need to take into
account diversity, nutrition,
affordability, accessibility as well as
safety and sustainability. Over 2.8
billion people are still unable to af-
ford a healthy diet. As we move
toward World Food Day on Oc-
tober 16, FAO is emphasizing that
the right to the foods, which meet
all of these pillars, is crucial for a
better life and a better future for
all.

IFAD and Lesotho

agriculture, a key element of their
National Strategic Development
Plan (NSDP II).

Donal Brown also participated in
a high-level dialogue on food sys-
tems, where he discussed innova-
tive financing approaches to trans-
forming food systems.

Since 1980 IFAD and partners
have invested US$311 million in 12
rural development programmes
and projects in the Kingdom of
Lesotho benefiting 339,720 rural
households. These initiatives have
contributed to increase agricultural
production, improve access to
markets, and enhance resilience to
climate change.

Press release No.: [IFAD/63/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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August 5,2024

Los Bafios, Laguna, Philippines -
Excitement is in the air as the First
Asia-Pacific Young Farmers Camp
and Agrilympics (YFCA) gears up
for a spectacular event at the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Los
Baios (UPLB), Laguna, Philip-
pines from 12-16 August 2024.
This event will bring together 130
young farmers, fishers, pastoralists,
and forest-users from 20 countries
across Asia and the Pacific region
to embark in an agrilympics, pro-
mote sustainable agriculture, fos-
ter agricultural innovations, build
networks, and highlight agriculture
as a viable career.

Organized by the Asian Farmers'
Association for Sustainable Rural
Development (AFA), the Interna-
tional Cooperative Alliance- Asia
Pacific, and the Pacific Farmers
Organisation (PFO), the YFCA
will provide an opportunity for the
delegates to participate in a week-
long series of activities centering on
the theme of strengthening engage-
ment of young farmers' in coop-
eratives and organizations to con-
tribute to safe, just, and resilient
food communities.

In the Philippines and across the
Asia Pacific region, the future of
family farming faces a double
threat: younger generations are
becoming less interested in farm-

- T —

ing due to the many challenges it
presents, and the impacts of cli-
mate change on the agriculture sec-
tor, such as recent strong typhoons
and prolonged droughts, make the
challenges even greater for the fu-
ture generation of farmers.

The first Asia-Pacific YFCA aims
to address these issues by raising
awareness about farming as a vi-
able career for young people. It
seeks to encourage youth partici-
pation in cooperative and organi-
zational governance, showcase in-
novative agricultural initiatives, fa-
cilitate exchange and learning be-
tween young farmers and mentors,
and inspire the formation ofa plat-
form or network of young farmers
in the region. The event will also
showcase the young farmer entre-
preneurs who are pioneering the
transition to climate-resilient farm-
ing across the continent.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENT
The event will begin with a Parade
of Nations, celebrating the diver-
sity and unity of young farmers from
across Asia-Pacific, followed by
the lighting of the cauldron to offi-
cially open the camp. Inspired by
the World Olympics, the delegates
will embark on an Agrilympics,
where they will engage in games
that incorporate elements of agri-
culture. The delegates will also
participate in hands-on workshops
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covering toplcs such as digital ag-
riculture, forestrymanagement, and
organic farming. They will also
have opportunities to network,
showcase their innovations, and
pitch their ideas for agricultural
development, with the best pitches
potentially receiving support from
YFCA's institutional partners.
KEY PARTNERS AND SUP-
PORTERS

The First YFCA is co-organized
by the Philippine Working Group
composed of: The University of the
Philippines Los Bafios (UPLB) and
the College of Agriculture and
Food Science (CAFS) | Southeast
Asian Regional Center for Gradu-
ate Study and Research in Agri-
culture (SEARCA) | Department
of Agriculture - Agriculture Train-
ing Institute (DA-ATT) | Coopera-
tive Development Authority
(CDA)| Philippine Coconut Au-
thority (PCA) | AgriCord| German
Cooperative and Raiffeisen| Con-
federation (DGRV) | VSO Inter-
national | ComDev Asia | Gugma
PR | Philippine Family Farmers'
Agriculture Fishery Forestry Co-
operatives Federation
(AgriCOOPh)| Pambansang
Kilusan ng mga Samahang
Magsasaka (PAKISAMA) |
Kalipunan ng mga Maliliit na
Magniniyog ng Pilipinas
(KAMMPIL)

This event is supported by the Asia-
Pacific Farmers' Program and
Farmers Organization for Asia, a
program implemented by the con-
sortium AFA and La Via
Campesina and co-funded by the
European Union and International
Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment. The event is also supported
by the Strengthening the Imple-
mentation of Regional and Local
Peace and Development Agendas
in Mindanao (SPADe) Project,
which is also implemented by AFA.
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Partners of the Caribbean: WEFP, Collective
Action and the Response to Hurricane Bery

World Food Programme's Multi-
Country Office in Barbados works
with governments and partners to
assist people affected by extreme
weather

20 August 2024, WFP
StaffClimate Emergencies Barba-
dos Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines Grenada

In Barbados, WFP staff load
emergency relief items from the
World Health and Pan-American
health organizations, bound for
Grenada and Saint Vincent, in July.
Photo: WFP/Carla Alleyne

Alvin Douglas was left homeless
when category-4 Hurricane Beryl
struck the Caribbean at the start
of July. "A lot of people were
caught off-guard because we un-
derestimated the (warning) bulle-
tin, we didn't really take it seri-
ously," says Douglas, a resident of
Union Island in Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines. "We don't usually
have hurricanes this far south."
Beryl, with winds of up to 240 km
per hour, smashed homes, downed
power lines and sank fishing and
tourist boats. It is the earliest cat-
egory-5 hurricane to hit the Car-
ibbean on record.

In Barbados, the fishing trade was
devastated. Between Grenada and
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
nearly 60,000 people needed ur-
gent assistance. Large areas of Ja-
maica also lost electricity.

"The destruction brought by this
hurricane so early in the season is
a stark reminder that we must act
urgently to reduce the losses of life
and livelihoods to extreme weather
events," said Brian Bogart, head of
WEFP's Caribbean Multi-Country
Office. "We have seen the devas-
tation and know the despair peo-
ple feel. WFP is thankful to our
partners for their support in get-
ting people the food, cash, and re-
sources they need."

The Caribbean is no stranger to
climate shocks, but increasingly
erratic extreme weather conditions
are causing stronger hurricanes and
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more devastation.

In 2019, the World Food Pro-
gramme set up its first Caribbean
Multi-Country Office in Barbados,
teaming with national, regional,
and international partners to help
communities, the private sector
and governments cope with climate
change.

Ishmulina Thomas and her grand-
daughter receive a food kit during
WEFP distributions to those affected
by Hurricane Beryl on Carriacou
Island in Grenada. Photo: WFP/
Rheanna Chen

The office serves 22 countries and
territories, with hubs in Belize,
Dominica, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Trinidad and To-
bago.

When crises push local resources
beyond their limit, WFP steps in
to augment existing capacities and
directly help those affected.

Over the past five years, WFP has
partnered with the Caribbean Dis-
aster Emergency Management
Agency (CDEMA) and national
emergency management agencies
to train local first responders in lo-
gistics, data collection and analy-
sis, and improving systems to iden-
tify the most vulnerable people.
Additionally, WFP has donated
equipment such as trucks, forklifts

and temporary shelters.
Personnel from the CARICOM
Disaster Relief Unit (CDRU), pre-
viously trained by WFP, were on
the ground in
Carriacou, Gre-
nada, within
days. They
swiftly estab-
lished the first of
three temporary
logistics hubs,
with the remain-
e ing hubs to be set
up in Saint Vin-
cent and the
Grenadines - to store and build up
food supplies and response equip-
ment.
WFP and CDEMA set up the
CDEMA Logistics System (CLS),
an online platform to track the lo-
cation and availability of relief items,
taking stock of their experience
responding to challenges together.
(A conceptual model of CLS was
first used as part of the response
to Hurricane Dorian in the Baha-
mas in2019.)
A relief operation amid Hurricane
Beryl damage on Union Island in
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
Photo: WFP/Bryanna Hadaway
The new CDEMA/WEFP Logistics
Common Service has helped to
quickly and efficiently ship equip-
ment, food, water and other essen-
tial items across the Caribbean -
the first shipment sailed from Bar-
bados to Grenada and Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines just five
days after the hurricane hit.
Drawing on agreements with pri-
vate suppliers established ahead of
the hurricane season, WFP rapidly
assembled food kits to assist up to
15,000 people. Back on Union
Island, Douglas was among those
who received a food kit contain-
ing peas, rice, oil and tuna.
Collaboration with partners has
Continue....... 34
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