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key to support maximizing the po-
tato's potential. For instance, un-
der this initiative, FAO is working
with Lesotho to strengthen the
crop's value chain. FAO also
works with Peru to improve the
conservation of the crop's irre-
placeable genetic diversity and its
overall value chain, through the
South-South Cooperation mecha-
nism. And, in the Republic of
Azerbaijan, FAO has been work-
ing with the government to intro-
duce new varieties and establish a
national disease-free seed system.
Through bodies such as the Inter-
national Treaty for Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agricul-
ture, the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission and the International Plant
Protection Convention, FAO is
also working to ensure access to
the crop's genetic resources, the fair
and equitable sharing of the accru-
ing benefits, and enhance its Mem-
bers' capacities for the safe trade
of'the crop and products.

IFAD Delegation .....

The visit reaftfirms IFAD's unwa-
vering commitment to supporting
Rwanda's long-term rural develop-
ment goals. Since 1981, IFAD has
co-financed 21 rural development
programs and projects, with a to-
tal investment of US$791 million,
benefiting over 1.5 million
Rwandan households.

By working together, IFAD and
Rwanda can continue to empower
small-scale farmers, ensure food
security, and promote sustainable
agricultural growth in rural areas,
creating a more resilient future for
Rwandan communities.

Read more about our work in
Rwanda. You can also follow us.

Press release No.: IFAD/37/2023
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$247billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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“Interview with Cyril Ferrand, FAO's Re-

- AR,

Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) seen outside their makeshift
shelters at the Raama Cadeey IDP
camp in Baidoa, Somalia.
25/05/2023

Rome - The Horn of Africa is prone
to natural shocks and hazards. The
region has faced three severe
drought phenomena in the last 12
years. Now, after five consecutive
below average rainfall seasons, the
region was back to its normal pat-
tern during the long rains this year
from a precipitation standpoint.
However, floods are of great con-
cern in the upcoming months. The
combined effect of the long-last-
ing impacts of drought and the cur-
rent floods continues to devastate
people's lives and livelihoods. In
this interview, Cyril Ferrand,
FAO's Resilience Team Leader for
East Africa, assesses the current
situation and talks about how in-
terventions must be scaled up amid
growing global concerns.

Q1: The drought in the Horn of
Africa has been described as
the most severe and protracted
drought in decades. Can you
explain the impacts it has had
on rural communities' lives and
livelihoods?

CF: Indeed, the region is facing an
unprecedented disaster. We are
talking about almost three years or
five seasons of drought in the Horn
of Africa that devastated rural live-
lihoods across part of Ethiopia,
Kenya and Somalia and to a lesser
extent Djibouti.

Many farming households have

silience Team

g experienced several con-
4 secutive poor harvests and
s up to 100 percent losses
especially in the arid and
semi-arid areas. Some
agropastoral communities
lost all sources of food and
income. The deficit in crop
production combined with
high food prices that were
partially attributed to the conflict in
Ukraine has exacerbated the food
insecurity situation for tens of mil-
lions of people.

In addition, 2.3 million people have
been displaced across the region
in search of basic services, water
and food. And we know very well
that when people are on the move,
itis also an issue of security, vio-
lence, and gender-based violence,
in particular. In short, the drought
triggered a livelihood crisis that has
grown into a multifaceted humani-
tarian disaster including displace-
ment, health issues, malnutrition
and security crisis that has long-
term effects on people's lives and
livelihoods.

Q2: The drought has led to the
death of 13.2 million livestock
in the region, a primary source
of livelihood, income and nutri-
tion for pastoralist communi-
ties. What is FAO doing to pro-
tect livestock and mitigate
losses?

CF: In time of drought, pastoral
communities are the most affected
people. Between late 2020 and the
end of 2022, pastoralists lost over
13 million livestock across the re-
gion due to lack of water and feed.
We are talking about cattle, small
ruminants, goats, sheep but also
camels. It is important to under-
stand that livestock are not only the
source of income for people who
can sell animals, but it is also the
main source of milk which is vital
for healthy diets especially of chil-
dren under five. The milk deficit

Leader for East Africa

generated by the loss of animals
accounts for up to 330 000 litres
of milk per day. This would have
been enough to provide milk to 1.5
million children under five every
day since the beginning of the
drought.

The high rate of malnutrition that
we observed in the region is largely
linked to the deficit in milk produc-
tion and the loss of animals.

To address the issue, we did some
reprogramming from the existing
resilience projects that allowed us
to save a number of animals that
were productive. Interventions in-
cluded providing feed and water
for these animals. For example, in
Somalia to address water scarcity
we rehabilitated water pans, which
are basically huge water reservoirs
that are being filled with water dur-
ing the rainy season and may ex-
tend the availability of water for
livestock during the dry season for
a couple of months.

Q3: Hunger and food insecurity
are major concerns with tens of
millions of people experiencing
high levels of acute food inse-
curity. In what ways is FAO ad-
dressing these challenges?
CF: Indeed, tens of millions of peo-
ple are facing high levels of acute
food insecurity primarily due to the
drought in Ethiopia, Kenya and
Somalia.

When we faced the first below
average rainy season in late 2020,
we immediately alerted the inter-
national community. We have a
very efficient early warning system
in place. But an early warning sys-
tem is not enough. Before a drought
becomes a multifaceted humanitar-
ian crisis it is first and foremost a
livelihood crisis, and anticipatory
action that protects livelihoods is
the right approach. Unfortunately,
resources that were made available
at the very onset of the drought
cycle were very limited.

%:ﬁi A 05] WS (Krishi Journal-2024 May-June)

I 39



In the last six months 0f 2021, we
started receiving funding, which
enabled us to implement some in-
terventions aiming at saving the
most productive and core breed-
ing animals. As the crisis deepened
at the beginning of 2022, we
launched a regional drought re-
sponse appeal with a clear objec-
tive of preventing famine which was
successful. It was a joint effort with
all the humanitarian actors includ-
ing OCHA, WFP, UNICEF, IOM
and UNHCR.

At first, we looked into the epicen-
tres of the multifaceted crisis, did
a geographic prioritization to sup-
port the areas that were facing
water deficit, acute food insecurity,
high level of malnutrition, and the
risk of losing livestock and crops
altogether. That is where we con-
centrated the bulk of our effort with
tight resources.

In 2022, FAO received $120 mil-
lion, which was about 50 to 55
percent of the funding needs. With
these funds, we largely focused on
supporting pastoral and
agropastoral communities that
were hardest hit by the disaster.
Q4: The region has been expe-
riencing heavy rainfall recently,
which has led to flash floods in
areas already impacted by the
drought. Can you describe how
these contrasting weather pat-
terns, and the impending El
Nifo, complicate the humani-
tarian situation?

CF: The greater Horn of Africa or
the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) region is
prone to natural shocks and haz-
ards. For example, we had an un-
precedented level of cyclones in
2019, and an off-season excess
moisture triggered by cyclones led
to the desert locust upsurge. At the
same time, we saw three severe
drought phenomena in 12 years.
After five consecutive below av-
erage rainfall seasons, the long
rains from March to May 2023
have been normal. However,

floods are of concern at the mo-
ment. The long-term drought made
soil less absorbent, rainwater does
not percolate very easily through
the ground. And that is also part of
the reason why we have floods.
We continue to monitor the situa-
tion while mapping flood prone
areas to provide assistance to
farmers to preserve crops.
Looking at the short rains from
October to December 2023, there
is an increasing probability of El
Nifio to form, which means excess
rains and floods in the region to-
wards the end of this year. How-
ever, we should make it clear. Re-
suming of rain does not mean that
people will recover very quickly.
For pastoral communities who still
have remaining livestock assets, it
will take a couple of years to re-
cover. Those who have lost all their
assets and were forced to move
from rural areas to urban centres
very rarely resume pastoral activi-
ties. These people need assistance
and social safety nets and ulti-
mately to change entirely their live-
lihoods.

QS5: There is a critical need to
invest in livelihoods, resilience
and climate adaptation in the
region. Can you give some ex-
amples of what FAO is doing in
this space and what more needs
to be done ahead of the next cli-
matic extreme/drought?

CF: The climate adaptation and
resilience building agenda is very
much at the heart of FAO's man-
date and what we are doing in the
field. More specifically, it means
reinforcing the resilience of com-
munities and individuals, as well as
reinforcing agrifood systems to
shocks, including extreme weather
events and conflicts in the region.
For instance, in Somalia we have
targeted investments to support
pastoral livelihoods. We are work-
ing on improving the feed sector
to make sure that we have feed
reserves and diversification of feed
sources that are not only rainfed

but can also be attached to irriga-
tion potentially. We also focus our
efforts on animal health protection
because healthy animals are more
resistant to shocks and diseases
and therefore can keep producing
milk.

Another important factor in resil-
ience building that can be a game-
changer is reducing post-harvest
losses. At the moment, the region
is losing around 4 000 000 tonnes
of cereals per year. It is enough
food to feed around 30 million
people. This is quite significant. We
have witnessed how the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
war in Ukraine disrupted food sup-
ply globally. Producing more food
locally will reduce region's de-
pendency on food imports.
Furthermore, food assistance in the
region is in the range of $2 to $2.5
billion per year. Investing the same
amount of money in grain silos and
post-harvest losses management
would allow farmers to close the
gap on their food requirement. We
would be able to significantly re-
duce the burden on humanitarian
and food assistance with a long-
lasting effect if we invested more
in post-harvest losses reduction.
We are also looking into improve-
ments in the feed and water sec-
tors which requires efficient gov-
ernment policies, private and pub-
lic sector investment and an ena-
bling environment as well as a pub-
lic private partnership type of
framework.In addition, we are
also trying to find durable solution
for displaced people in terms of
livelihood diversification, economic
inclusion, employment to make
sure that they are reintegrating in
the productive sectors.

These are the key areas that we
are focusing on until the next
drought strikes. What we are look-
ing at now is how to bring the
wealth of interventions together in
order to have a cumulative effect
at scale across the region.
Report : Fardosa Hussein
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\-Vorld Food Programme: The values that-
drive us Learn about the core values

World Food Programme: The val-
ues that drive us Learn about the
core values, principles and stand-
ards that inspire our daily work to
put an end to global hunger and
malnutrition

16 May 2023

"When there was a lack of food,
people had no peace of mind'-
Pathmarajani Pathmanathan, in
blue shirt. All of the World Food

o g

work is guided by the core hu-
manitarian principles of humanity,
impartiality, neutrality, and inde-
pendence. These tenets ensure that
our life-saving assistance gets to
those who need it most, regard-
less of nationality, race, gender,
religious belief, class, political opin-
ions, status or location.

These humanitarian principles drive
the way WFP operates, including
in complex, fragile and unstable en-
vironments, which are often in ac-
tive conflict zones. The humanitar-
ian principles provide guidance on
how to secure unhindered access
to the most vulnerable people for
WEFP and its partners, while seek-
ing to ensure the safety and secu-
rity ofits staff. These principles are
as follows: Humanity: Human suf-
fering must be addressed wherever
itis found. Humanitarian action
must protect life and health and
ensure respect for human beings.
Neutrality: Humanitarians must not
take sides in hostilities or engage
in political, racial, religious, or

ideological controversies.
Impartiality: Humanitarian action
must be based on need alone;
prioritizing the most urgent cases
without reference to nationality,
race, gender, religious belief, class
or political opinion.
Independence: Humanitarian ac-
tion must be separated from the
political, economic, military, or
other objectives of any involved
parties.

1 Flr - ;,-_‘:.:'

WEFP: supporting those who need
us - whoever and wherever they
may be How the humanitarian prin-
ciples guide our work across 80-
plus countries Sustainability and
resilience

Hunger often peaks wherever
there are fragile and degraded en-
vironments that are prone to dis-
asters, recurrent shocks and cri-
ses. About a quarter of all agricul-
tural land in the world is degraded
- it's estimated that two-thirds of
everyone in Africa lives on de-
graded land.

Alongside its life-saving efforts,
WEFP's life-changing work tackles
the underlying vulnerabilities in frag-
ile environments and helps build
resilience that improves nutrition
and strengthens food security.
Working with governments,
WEFP's risk-informed and inte-
grated programmes help to sup-
port access to food for households
and communities by addressing the
root causes of vulnerability. By lay-
ering community and household

asset creation, smallholder agricul-
ture market support, climate risk
management and climate change
adaptation, WFP and our partners
support food insecure people in
their efforts to adapt and improve
their lives and livelihoods, build
self-reliance and better withstand
- and more quickly recover from -
recurring shocks.

Programmes such as early-warn-
ing systems, anticipatory action to
counter the effects of climate
shocks, and sustainable manage-
ment of natural resources enable
those most at risk to meet today's
livelihood needs and safeguard re-
sources for future generations. To-
day, as the world confronts a glo-
bal food crisis, WFP's work in
more than 120 countries and terri-
tories around the globe is saving
lives and changing lives through
food assistance.

Food safety and quality:
Delivering healthy, nutritious food
that is safe and culturally appro-
priate is paramount to WFP. We
hold ourselves to the highest food
safety and quality standards with
checks at each step along the chain
from purchase to delivery.

WEP experts review and measure
over 90 food specifications and
requirements, which all WFP's cur-
rent and potential suppliers must
meet. To verify compliance with
our food safety and quality stand-
ards, 15 mandatory tests are con-
ducted at every delivery.

In the rare instance of a food safety
issue, WFP has strong reporting
structures and mechanisms to han-
dle investigations and quality con-
trol quickly and comprehensively.
This includes the establishment of
Food Incident Management (FIM)
committees at all levels of the or-
ganization.

Transparency and accountability
Trust from donors, partners and
supporters is key to WFP's suc-
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cessful work. WFP is a leader in
the United Nations when it comes
to sharing information with its gov-
ernment partners and the general
public, and we continue to dem-
onstrate our proven effectiveness
and efficiency. WFP shares vast
amounts of information through
various channels, including our
public website and on WFP's Ex-
ecutive Board site, which can be
accessed by governments.
Efficiency

As conflict, climate crises, the con-
sequences of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and rising costs threaten an
unprecedented global hunger cri-
sis, WFP must make every dollar
go further. We use data platforms
to optimize our services and give
us a real-time view of our needs,
the people we serve, the cash ben-
efits transferred to them, the loca-
tion of our food stocks, and our
budget performance. In the past
five years, we simplified our busi-
ness processes to shrink our glo-
bal and regional "overhead" to no
more than 6.5% of our overall
costs.

Highest standards of conduct
WEFP expects and demands that all
of its employees maintain the high-
est standards of conduct and in-
tegrity. Everyone at WFP volun-
tarily commits and is contractually
bound to uphold the principles of
the United Nations Charter, as well
as to always respect - personally
and professionally - fundamental
human rights, the dignity and worth
of all people, and their incontro-
vertible equal rights. These princi-
ples drive WFP's duty of care to
reach the vulnerable people and
communities in need with integrity.
WEFP has a strong system in place
to ensure every employee is
treated with the utmost dignity and
respect, and to address any reports
of misconduct or wrongdoing. We
resolutely support a culture of re-
spect in the workplace and be-
tween WFP employees and the
people we serve.

34th session of the FAO Re-
gional Conference for Europe

e 1 I
34th session of the FAO Regional
Conference for Europe (ERC34)
Rome (Italy), 14/05/2024 - 17/05/
2024

"About the 34th Regional Confer-
ence for Europe

The Thirty-fourth Session of the
FAO Regional Conference for
Europe (ERC) will be hosted

by the Republic of Moldova from
14 to 17 May 2024 at the FAO
headquarters (Rome).

The Republic of Moldova will host
the Thirty-fourth Session of the
FAO Regional Conference for
Europe (ERC) from 14 to 17 May
2024. The ERC will gather FAO
Members in the Europe and Cen-
tral Asiaregion, as well as repre-
sentatives of United Nations Funds,
Programmes and Specialized
Agencies. Themeeting will include
observers from intergovernmental
and non-governmental sectors, re-
search and academia, the private
sector and civil society.
Throughout the meeting, FAO will
demonstrate how the FAO Stra-
tegic Framework for 2022-2031
facilitates actions supporting the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
through the transformation to more
efficient, inclusive, resilient and sus-
tainable agrifood systems for bet-
ter production, better nutrition, a
better environment and a better life.
Building on the 2023 United Na-
tions Food Systems Stocktaking
Moment, the 2023 Sustainable

Development Goal
Summit, the 2023
United Nations Climate
Change Conference
(COP28), the
‘B Samarkand Declara-
. tion and the recent Glo-
bal Forum for Food and
Agriculture 2024, a
ministerial round table
will explore the role of
innovation and digitali-
zation in strengthening
resilient and low-emission agrifood
systems in Europe and Central
Asia. The ministers will share ideas
for preserving agricultural
biodiversity and improving efficient
water governance in times of cli-
mate change and multiple chal-
lenges.
An important item on the agenda
will be a review of the results of
FAOQO's work in the region during
2022 and 2023 as well as a dis-
cussion of future priorities through
2031, reflecting on the implications
of global and regional challenges
and the FAO Strategic Frame-
work.
During the conference, participants
will discuss issues in more detail
during special events covering wide
range of topics, such as challenges

for landlocked dveloping countries
in the region, the importance of the
One Country One Priority Prod-
uct initiative, the 2024 United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference
(COP29), and integrated water
resource management. In addition,
aside event will be devoted to true
cost accounting in agrifood systems
to enable a better understanding
and estimation of the hidden costs
and benefits of these systems and
to provide decision-makers with
the evidence necessary for the
transition towards sustainability.
Additionally, Members will be en
Continue..... 36
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Sev- Innovations Transforming Rural Lives

Estimated reading time: 3 minutes
For IFAD, innovation is much
more than just a buzzword: it can
make an enormous difference to
the lives of rural people.
In fact, small-scale farmers rely on
new ideas, techniques and tech-
nologies to prosper in our rapidly
changing world. Innovation is es-
sential for the people at the heart
of our food systems to adapt and
transform those systems for the
better.
IFAD is always looking for new
technologies and approaches to
designing, implementing and evalu-
ating our projects so that we can
support rural people better. The
strong partnerships we forge with
the private sector and other inter-
national financial institutions are key
to this.
Let's explore seven innovations
driving sustainable, inclusive rural
development today.
1. Rethinking private investment
The private sector has historically
been reluctant to invest in rural fi-
nance because it is perceived as
too risky. But the Africa Rural Cli-
mate Adaptation Finance Mecha-
nism (ARCAFIM) is changing this.
This innovative risk-sharing mecha-
nism incentivises private institutions
to extend their financial products
to small-scale farmers and rural
businesses in Kenya, Rwanda,
Tanzania and Uganda. Launched
in 2023, ARCAFIM will enable
hundreds of thousands to access
loans for climate adaptation.
2. Fresh ways to farm fish
In Angola, our Artisanal Fisheries
and Aquaculture Project pioneered
the use of nutri-ponds in rural com-
munities. These innovative inland
fish farms are packed with native
species that supplement local di-
ets. The ponds built by the project
provided so many fish to eat and
sell that local farmers set up more
with their own resources. Along-
side the ponds, families are encour-

aged to grow vegetable gardens to
further diversity their diets.
Small-scale farmers in Malanje
Province, Angola, catch fish at one
of their ponds.

3. Boosting digital inclusion
Around the world, blockchain
technology is catalysing anew dig-
ital revolution - and IFAD is en-
suring rural people are part of it
with AgroWeb3. This platform for
digital wallets, currently under de-
velopment, uses secure, decentral-
ized blockchain technology to in-
crease access to digital financial
tools. Small-scale farmers will be
able to verify their identities in-
stantly, connect to markets and
manage their finances quickly and
securely. By democratizing digital
finance, AgroWeb3 will help to
transform rural people into finan-
cially independent entrepreneurs.
4. Taking tracking to the next level
As an international financial insti-
tution, making sure our funds get
to the people they are intended for
is a top priority for IFAD. Our
TRACE Blockchain project is
revolutionizing how we do this.
This completely transparent, incor-
ruptible and auditable ledger uses
blockchain technology to track the
movement of funds and goods
from donors all the way to indi-
vidual farmers. TRACE ensures
that every cent is accounted for,
enhancing business efficiency and
compliance with anti-money laun-
dering policies.

5. Catalysing change for rural

§ women
8 For women in
B over 50 IFAD
projects, the in-
novative Gender
Action Learning
System (GALS)
has led to eco-
nomic empower-
ment, shared
workloads and
- . greater decision-
makmg power. By stlmulatmg hon-
est conversations in households,
this community-led approach de-
veloped and championed with
IFAD's support is ensuring rural
development happens in a gender-
equitable way. In Nigeria, for ex-
ample, women's groups supported
by VCDP used GALS to con-
vince male leaders to support them
in owning land.
Lobabatu Adamu Ibrahim leads a
women's cooperative in rural Ni-
geria that has seen the positive im-
pact of GALS.
6. Lessening livestock's impact
Livestock is an important source
of nutrition and income for
pastoralists, but it is also a big con-
tributor to the greenhouse gas
emissions that drive climate change.
The innovative GLEAM-1i tool,
developed in collaboration with the
World Bank and FAOQ, is allowing
IFAD to address this contradic-
tion. By calculating the carbon
footprint of livestock in a specific
area, IFAD can assess how to in-
crease productivity while decreas-
ing emissions. In Kyrgyzstan, the
tool showed how one IFAD
project could increase milk and
meat production by 4 per cent
while cutting emissions by 17 per
cent.
7. Sustainably stimulating soil
Rural communities struggling to
improve their livelihoods often have
little choice but to resort to pollut-
ing fertilizers and pesticides. But
Continue....... 36
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World Bee Day 2024: Engagmg young people

World Bee Day 2024: Engaging
young people as future beekeep-
ers and stewards of the environ-
ment.

FAO, the Government of Ttaly and
APIMONDIA call on new gen-
erations to learn about the vital
importance of bees and other
pollinators to agriculture and
biodiversity

FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu with a group of students
who took part in the ceremony at
the Tenuta del Presidente in Castel
Porziano

20/05/2024

Castel Porziano/Rome - Marking
World Bee Day 2024, the Direc-
tor-General of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) QU
Dongyu today urged young peo-
ple to learn more about bees and
pollinators, including traditional
and high-tech beekeeping, and thus
help to safeguard the vital role
these small creatures play in agri-
culture, ecological balance, and
biodiversity preservation.

Qu made the remarks at a World
Bee Day 2024 celebration held at
the Italian Presidential Estate in
Castelporziano, Rome, with the
participation of the President of
APIMONDIA, the International
Federation of Beekeepers' Asso-
ciations, Jeff Pettis.

The ceremony included the inau-
guration of educational panels on
the path leading to the center dedi-
cated to the study of bees located
within the Estate. In the context of

A5

this year's World Bee Day theme,
"Bee engaged with Youth" a group
of young students also attended the
event.

Small creatures with enormous
potential, bees and other
pollinators play a crucial role for
life on earth. Through their meticu-
lous pollination work, they help in-
crease the quantity, quality and di-
versity of our food, with about 75
percent of the world's crops de-
pendent on it. Hence the need to
value and protect them.

The FAO Director-General ex-
plained that for producers, this
translates into replacing harmful
agricultural practices with
pollinator-friendly practice. For
beekeepers, it means promoting
the sustainable use of locally
adapted bees and plants. For gov-
ernments and policymakers, imple-
menting policies that ensure har-
mony between agriculture and
bees, and for consumers, it means
being careful and informed when
choosing products, checking where
and how food was produced.
"Young people, the protagonists of
World Bee Day 2024, can make
a key contribution through in-
creased awareness of the impor-
tance of bees that can turn into
entrepreneurial engagement as
beekeepers. We need young farm-
ers and beekeepers who can ad-
dress the many current challenges
and who can contribute to innova-
tion in the production chain," said
Francesco Lollobrigida, Italy's

Minister of Agriculture, Food Sov-
ereignty and Forestry, in the
speech read on his behalf by
Stefania Costanza, Deputy Perma-
nent Representative of the United
Nations in Rome.

"Pollination is critical to our diets,"
said Jeff Pettis, President of
Apimondia, in his remarks during
the ceremony, "if we really want to
protect 30 percent of our planet
by 2030, we need to act on the
importance of protecting bees to
preserve biodiversity and combat
climate change."

During the ceremony, FAO and
APIMONDIA extended their
Memorandum of Understanding,
which builds on more than 60 years
of collaboration and is set to
strengthen the collaboration be-
tween FAO and Apimondia for
sustainable beekeeping.

FAO worked in synergy with the
Tenuta staff to develop five edu-
cational panels that illustrate the
importance of sustainable bee-
keeping and the vital role
pollinators play in nature, such as
ensuring the survival of many
plants, enabling forest regeneration,
and facilitating adaptation to cli-
mate change. Each panel hasa QR
code that facilitates access to the
translation in all official FAO lan-
guages; around the educational in-
stallations are flowerbeds
showcasing an assortment of flora
dear to bees and other pollinators.
Experts from the Istituto
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del
Lazio e della Toscana (IZSLT)
present at the ceremony shared
their knowledge and experience
with the young audience.
Beekeeping, an activity beyond
honey production

World Bee Day this year with its
focus on young people aimed to
convey the message that investing
in youth-led beekeeping initiatives
accelerates innovation, creativity,
and technological advancement
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that can help address the emerg-
ing challenges facing small
pollinators, including extreme
weather events, the use of pesti-
cides in agriculture, and the spread
of pests.

World Bee Day was established in
2017 by a United Nations resolu-
tion, at the proposal of the Gov-
ernment of Slovenia to promote
actions that governments, the pri-
vate sector, organizations, civil so-
ciety, and citizens can take to pro-
tect bees and other pollinators and
their habitats, promote their diver-
sity, and foster sustainable bee-
keeping practices.

Beekeeping is an activity that goes
beyond honey production and con-
tributes to the achievement of many
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Since it can be practiced
with limited resources and locally
available materials, beekeeping
provides a source of income for
those living in extreme poverty,
helping to improve the resilience
and livelihoods of rural and indig-
enous communities.

FAO'srole

FAO has a long-standing commit-
ment to promoting policies that
support biological control of plant
pests and limit pesticide use,
through the Global Action on Pol-
lination Services for Sustainable
Agriculture, with the goal of build-
ing greater habitat diversity in ag-
ricultural and urban environments.
Through new technologies such as
TECA - an online platform that
brings together successful agricul-
tural technologies and practices -
FAO is working to promote
knowledge exchange and sustain-
able rural transformation, contrib-
uting to the achievement of the
SDGs. Launched by FAO in 2002
and managed by FAQO's Research
and Extension Unit (OIN), the
TECA platform addresses the need
for a systematic and user-friendly
online repository of technologies,
practices and innovations on tra-
ditional agriculture.

IFAD :boost small-scale a:gri-

-« ¥ 2

IFAD and Cam-

bodia to continue to collaborate on
key initiatives to boost small-scale
agriculture and farmers' incomes
08 May 2024

Phnom Penh, 8 May 2024: An In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) delegation to
the Kingdom of Cambodia led by
Donal Brown, Associate Vice-
President of the Programme Man-
agement Department, met key of-
ficials, including Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister for Economy and
Finance Aun Pornmoniroth, to dis-
cuss investments that will promote
inclusive and sustainable agricul-
tural growth in rural areas.

The visitreaffirms IFAD's commit-
ment to supporting Cambodia's
long-term rural development goals,
ensuring that the benefits reach the
most marginalized communities.
While Cambodia has seen a sig-
nificant reduction in poverty over
the last two decades, poverty has
increased as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Rural fami-
lies, especially small-scale farmers,
are particularly vulnerable. Three-
fourths of all of Cambodia's 6.8
million farmers are categorised as
small-scale farmers and they strug-
gle to achieve the scale and con-
sistent quality of produce needed
by export and domestic markets.
Most supplement their incomes
with non-farm wage labour.
"Cambodia's small-scale farmers
possess remarkable resilience and

culture and far
. . 7 . hold the key to

mers' incomes

- S driving sub-
stantial eco-
nomic growth,"
said Brown.
"1 F A D
prioritizes in-
vestments in in-
frastructure,
value chain de-
velopment, irti-
gation, market
access, and financial inclusion to
ensure that they get the support
they need."

IFAD has implemented a program-
matic approach to its investments
in Cambodia, where rural women
and men can leverage an
overarching vision of change shared
by IFAD-financed projects - put
into action by different
stakeholders within the country,
including the Ministries of Rural
Development, Agriculture and oth-
ers - to exponentially improve their
lives and livelihoods. The delega-
tion visited several project sites, in
Takeo and Kampot provinces,
where they met vegetable producer
groups and poultry farmers, as well
as families using techniques like
net-houses and open field irriga-
tion to increase production and
productivity. The delegation also
discussed a completed rural road
sub-project with local authorities
- an example of the kind of small-
scale infrastructure project that has
increased connectivity and estab-
lished better links to markets.
Meetings with government officials,
project partners, and participants
fostered a stronger understanding
of Cambodia's needs and the op-
portunities for further collaboration.
In addition to the deputy prime
minister, the delegation met Dith
Tina, Minister of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries and Tekreth
36 IFAD ......
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International Day of Potato
At Inaugural Celebration by FA

Importance as staple, genetic di-
versity and livelihoods opportuni-
ties come under spotlight

The genetic diversity of potatoes
encompasses about 5 000 varie-
ties planted worldwide
30/05/2024

Rome - Eaten by over one billion
people, the potato is the third most
available food crop globally - af-
ter rice and wheat, making it a cru-
cial staple. And today for the first
time, it was celebrated with its very
own International Day, as the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and part-
ners highlighted the potato's signifi-
cance and called for more invest-
ments to tap into its full potential.
"The potato has been the most im-
portant lifesaving, staple food and
nutritious vegetable in the world,"
FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu said in a video message
to mark the event, under the theme
of "Harvesting diversity, feeding
hope". Qu added that in Europe,
the increase of potato production
after the 16th century following
Christopher Colombus' return from
the Americas with the potato,
which originated in the Andes, has
impacted food security dramati-
cally.

Participants in a high-level event at
FAO's headquarters to mark the
day included Angel Manuel
Manero Campos, Minister of
Agrarian Development and Irriga-
tion of Peru, who spoke about the
country's efforts to ensure its po-
tato producers can obtain a fair
price for their crop and Paula
Narvaez, President of the United
Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), who under-
lined the importance of protecting
the potato and its significance for
achieving anumber of the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

In an earlier special event, speak-

-

million

ers from the World Potato
Congress, the private sector and
the International Potato Center
(CIP), shared lessons learned and
perspectives on their future work
on the potato. This technical panel
was convened by Peru - which
championed the designation of the
International Day by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly last year - with the
support of Belgium, Ireland, Italy
and the Netherlands. Participants
underscored the significant ad-
vances in the genetic improvement
of'the crop and the agronomics as
well as the importance of plant
health. They also called for con-
certed efforts to tackle constraints
including pests and diseases, es-
pecially in light of climate change
pressures and an increasing global
population.

Potato's significance

The FAO Director-General high-
lighted three key aspects of the
potato's relevance in addressing
current global challenges, includ-
ing conflicts, the climate crisis and
economic shocks:

First: The potato is an important
staple food, which contains vital
nutrients, and is consumed by more
than two-thirds of the world's
population in different forms. While
many other crops, especially ce-
reals, are not sufficiently resilient to
challenges, such assoil degradation
and water scarcity, the potato has
potential for increased productiv-
ity. Farmers in approximately 160
countries now produce almost 400

tonnes of
potato a
year. With
735 million
people suf-
fering from
hunger, po-
tatoes can
have a sig-
nificantrole
in improving food security and nu-
trition.

Second: The genetic diversity of
potatoes encompasses about 5
000 varieties planted worldwide,
yet most of the potatoes produced
globally come from a narrow ge-
netic background. Tapping the ge-
netic diversity could help address
stresses due to climate change,
pests and diseases, and also fur-
ther improve the potato's nutri-
tional value. This will require
strengthening research and devel-
opment, especially for genetic im-
provement - using efficiency-en-
hancing technologies that shorten
the plant breeding cycles, and new
methodologies for virus-free seed
tubers production.

Third: The potato offers livelihood
opportunities for the many farm-
ers who grow it as a cash crop,
and those working along its value
chain, especially rural small-scale
and family farmers. However, we
need to exploit its full potential from
production, through processing to
consumption. With appropriate
technologies and equipment, farm-
ers can minimize inputs, minimize
damage to the soil and reduce the
loss of crops. Processors can in-
novate with new functional and
healthy products, adding value to
products and growing their profit
margins.

FAO initiatives

Initiatives like FAQO's One Coun-
try One Priority Product will be
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34th Session of FAO Regional Confer-
ence for Europe concludes discussions
on agrifood systems transformation

Director-General
says four-day Con-
ference helped iden-
tify the priorities
needed for FAO "to
do more and better"
The ERC offered 53
Member countries
from Europe and
Central Asia the op-
portunity to exchange
knowledge and best
practices
17/05/2024

Rome - The 34th Session of the
FAO Regional Conference for
Europe (ERC) ended today fol-
lowing four days of exchanges on
the steps needed to transform
agrifood systems in Europe and
Central Asia.

The ERC offered 53 Member
countries from Europe and Cen-
tral Asia the opportunity to ex-
change knowledge and best prac-
tices and discuss the most suitable
responses to the multiple chal-
lenges facing their region, from the
ongoing war in Ukraine to the cli-
mate crisis.

Held over four days at FAQ's
headquarters in Rome, the Con-
ference helped identify the priori-
ties needed for the organization "to
do more and better," FAO Direc-
tor-General QU Dongyu said.
The Director-General expressed
special thanks to the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Agricul-
ture of the Republic of Moldova,
Vladimir Bolea, for his leadership
and guidance as Chair of the re-
gional ministerial conference.
During their meeting on 14-17
May, ERC Members highlighted
the role of innovation and digitali-
zation in the sustainable use of natu-
ral resources. This was done
through a ministerial session that
explored climate-resilient and low-

emission approaches to managing
the region's land, forest, and wa-
ter resources.

The ERC also identified achieving
FAQ's Four Betters and the Sus-
tainable Development Goals - es-
pecially SDG 2 on ending hunger
and malnutrition - as critical for the
Europe and Central Asia region.
Participants were able to share in-
formation on issues of common in-
terest, including climate action in
agrifood systems, water resource
management, true cost accounting,
and sustainable locust manage-
ment.

They were also encouraged to en-
gage in strategic, long-term think-
ing about the future of food and
agriculture through a dedicated
session on Foresight Drivers and
Triggers. This session invited them
to play out various scenarios and
reflect on the link between short-
term pressures and future trends.
Landlocked challenges

A side event on the challenges of
agrifood systems transformation in
landlocked developing countries
(LLDCs) emphasized issues for
these specific countries in the Re-
gion - Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, North
Macedonia, Republic of Moldova,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

Due to the absence of direct ac-
cess to the sea, these countries

face significant increases in trans-
portation costs, limited access to
international markets, and complex
import-export procedures, which
can significantly hinder agricultural
development and food security.
They are also on the front lines
against the negative impacts of cli-
mate change. Severe weather
events affecting Members recently
include devastating droughts in the
Republic of Moldova in 2022 and
massive flooding in Kazakhstan
earlier this year.

However, the Director-General
said in his address to the event ear-
lier today that such challenges also
offer opportunities.

"By embracing innovation, strength-
ening partnerships, and leveraging
technology, LLDCs can unlock the
potential of their agrifood systems
to drive economic growth, ensure
food security, and mitigate the im-
pacts of the climate crisis," he said.
The side event was also addressed
by Uzbekistan's Minister of Agri-
culture, Ibrokhim
Abdurakhmonov, who spoke
about his country's challenges and
its strategy in favour of market-
driven agriculture.

The ERC also showcased some of
the FAO activities that are helping
transform the agrifood systems of
the Region's LLDCs, such as the
Hand-in-Hand Initiative and the
Mountain Partnership.
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34 the ......couraged to discuss a
wide range of issues through a dy-
namic online written consultation
process ahead of the ERC Session,
including the global and regional
food security outlook, various
means of building resilience through
agrifood systems transformation,
key questions and experiences
addressing food loss and waste,
and ways to increase the effective-
ness and efficiency of FAO's de-
centralized offices in the region.
MEDIA ACCREDITATION
Journalists wishing to attend an
event in person need to send their
accreditation request to FAO-
Newsroom(@fao.org.

They need to specify the name of
the event they intend to follow and
the days in which they plan to come
and should include a valid press

card, or letter of assignment on
company stationery, and a copy of
a valid photo ID (passport/iden-
tity card).

7 Innovation ......

thanks to an IFAD-supported
project, small-scale farmers in the
Lao People's Democratic Repub-
lic are turning to specially cultivated
bacteria known as effective micro-
organisms. These fertilize the soil
and allow earthworms and other
beneficial animals to flourish over
pests, boosting yields and liveli-
hoods in a sustainable way.

24 TFAD and ......

of the Minister of Commerce and
Secretary of State, Ministry of
Commerce.

IFAD has accompanied Cambo-
dia's development journey since

the late 1990s, moving from recov-
ery and ensuring food security to
building institutions to now focus-
ing on the market economy.
IFAD's current work in Cambo-
dia aligns with the government's
post-COVID recovery and Agri-
culture Development Policy, which
focuses on supporting small-scale
farmers to compete in export and
domestic markets and on building
strong value chains.

Since 1996, IFAD has helped fi-
nance 12 rural development pro-
grammes and projects in the coun-
try for a total investment of US$ 1
billion, of which US$349 million
came from [FAD's own resources.
These investments have benefited
over 1.56 million households in
Cambodia. Read more about our
work in Cambodia here.

IFAD delegation visits Rwanda to
discuss rural development gains

25 May 2024

Kigali/Rome, 25 May 2024: A
high-level delegation from the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), led by
Gérardine Mukeshimana, IFAD
Vice-President, visited Rwanda
this week to discuss the country's
progress in developing rural areas
and the investments needed to con-
tinue to promote inclusive and sus-
tainable agricultural growth despite
challenges including the effects of
climate change.

The delegation's visit included high-
level meetings with key Rwandan
officials, including Prime Minister
Dr. Edouard Ngirente, Minister of
Agriculture and Animal Resources

Dr Ildephonse Musafiri and Min-
ister of Finance and Economic
Planning Dr. Uzziel Ndagijimana.
These productive discussions fo-
cused on strengthening strategies
to address the challenges faced by
Rwanda's agricultural sector and
IFAD's innovative financial offer-
ing to unlock further investment.

Rwanda's economic success story
hinges on its robust agricultural sec-
tor. This sector is supported by 3.4
million farmers, contributes a sig-
nificant 23 per cent of the coun-
try's Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and 69 per cent of house-
holds engaged in agriculture. How-
ever, this vital sector faces signifi-
cant threats; unpredictable weather
patterns, drought, and erratic rain-
fall jeopardizing food security and
economic stability, particularly in
rural areas where most people rely
on rain-fed subsistence farming.

"IFAD recognizes the critical role
Rwanda's small-scale farmers play,
despite the challenges they face.
During our visit, we witnessed the

tangible results [FAD's investments
have made in improving and re-
storing the landscape in drought-
prone Kayonza and supporting
small-scale farmers to improve
their incomes while building their
resilience to shocks," said
Gérardine Mukeshimana, IFAD
Vice-President.

During the visit Vice-President
Mukeshimana observed first-hand
the impactful results of the recently
concluded KITWIP 1 project in the
Kayonza district. This innovative,
farmer-led initiative has established
fruit orchards with avocado, citrus
and mango trees. These fruit trees
combined with intercropping offer
a multitude of benefits, including
preventing soil erosion, improving
air quality, and providing valuable
and diverse nutritional benefits to
rural households. Additionally, the
project empowers small-scale
farmers by promoting increased
income opportunities and food se-
curity.

continue ..... page 24
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