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) Why we need to think about trans-

portation systems to reduce food loss

Appropriate transportation sys-
tems are vital to address the chal-
lenge of food losses, especially
where produce has to be painstak-
ingly carried to the nearest road to
get to a market.

26/09/2024

It's a picture full of jarring con-
trasts. Shiny, late-model refriger-
ated trucks full of fruit pull up at
the loading bays at supermarkets
in some parts of the world. Else-
where, farmers cultivating hillside
fields load baskets of produce on
their heads to get to the one road
leading to the nearest trading sta-
tion or market.

The transportation process, a criti-
cal point in fresh fruit and vegeta-
ble supply chains, contributes sig-
nificantly to the 13 percent of the
world's food losses that occur be-
tween harvesting and retail. To
address this challenge we need to
approach the whole system of
transportation and come up with
tailored solutions.

Here are four transportation con-
siderations and possible solutions
to reduce food loss:

1. Considering packaging and be-
yond

How produce is packaged is of
course an important element in re-
ducing food loss. The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) has in-
vested considerable effort in train-
ing producers on better packaging
methods, for example using rigid,
reusable plastic crates to minimize
mechanical damage during stack-
ing and transportation.

But there are other equally impor-
tant requirements such as tem-
perature management and air flow.
Produce should ideally be trans-
ported during the cooler part of the
day, using vehicles with an open
frame structure. It also needs to be
protected from sunlight and dehy-
dration. FAO initiatives have

The supply chain to im-
prove handling practice
and reduce damage due to
human error.

funded light-coloured tarpaulins to
loosely cover trucks and protect
produce from the elements. FAO
has additionally supported the
manufacturing of frames for trans-
port systems to improve condi-
tions.

- to the nearest main road from
where it can be conveyed to mar-
ket.

This issue is all the more crucial in
tropical countries, where high el-
evations favour production of high
value and nutritious crops such as
broccoli, carrots, strawberries,
Chinese cabbage, and fresh herbs.
In these contexts, innovative alter-
native systems of transport like zip
lines, tramlines or ropeways make
good sense, facilitating transport to

FAQ's work to reduce food loss
during transportation focuses on
areas including handling practices,
packaging, temperature manage-
ment and air flow.

2. Proposing alternative transport
methods

In many low- and middle-income
countries, transport systems de-
signed for passengers or small
pickups and vans are often used
to transport fresh produce. This
can lead to produce being exposed
to high temperatures, heat stress,
water loss and rapid deterioration.
In addition, different types of ter-
rain present various issues. For
example, mountainous areas often
lack feeder roads for transporting
produce. That means everything
has to be carried - in many places
on people's heads or on horseback

locations such as trading stations
or markets

FAO provides training all along the
supply chain to improve handling
practice and reduce damage due
to human error.

3. Training to prevent human error
Proper training is crucial because
human error also contributes to
mechanical damage during the
loading, transportation and unload-
ing of fresh produce from transport
systems. Produce handlers off-
loading packages too roughly or
stacking boxes of fruit incorrectly
can cause significant losses. Espe-
cially with delicate fruits like ba-
nanas or mangoes, bruising, com-
pression or abrasion can make the
produce unsellable or even ined-
ible.

HY THA 059 FAF (Krishi Journal-2024, October-November) | 39



Also, for example, FAO's work in
the Philippines has shown a 38
percent reduction in food losses in
fresh produce supply chains by
eliminating the intermediary
repackaging of fresh produce des-
tined for supermarkets in Manila.
FAO provides training to those in-
volved at all stages of the supply
chain in adopting good handling
practice during loading and unload-
ing of the packaged produce, un-
derlining the economic benefits to
be gained.

4. Partnerships can be key

Public private partnerships can of-
ten help provide solutions to trans-
portation challenges. To facilitate
cross border trade in high value
horticultural crops between the
Lao People's Democratic Repub-
lic and Thailand, for example, FAO
supported the construction of a
fresh produce packing house on
land donated by the Lao Govern-
ment.

The success of initial cross border
trade led to a public-private part-
nership between the Lao Govern-
ment and a Thai company to op-
erate the packing house and a cold
chain for shipping produce to Thai-
land. An estimated 40 percent of
the fresh produce outputs met mar-
ket quality standards for export,
while the remaining 60 percent
were taken up domestically, largely
by the hospitality sector.

FAO works to promote the devel-
opment of organized transport sys-
tems critical for assuring the effi-
cient transfer of perishable fresh
produce from farms to markets
with minimal food loss in low- and
middle-income countries.
Inefficient transport systems are a
major factor leading to unaccept-
able levels of loss, especially of
foods rich in vitamins and other
nutrients. Therefore, tackling this
challenge in an integrated way is a
critical area of work for FAO and
its partners - for the benefit of peo-
ple and planet.

Risk of famine remains high
across the entire Gaza Strip

Risk of famine remains high across
the entire Gaza Strip as conflict in-
tensifies and winter approaches
FAO urges immediate and
unimpeded access to deliver criti-
cal agricultural aid and commercial
food production inputs in time for
the upcoming winter planting sea-
son

Rome - One year into the conflict,
the risk of famine remains high
across the whole Gaza Strip with
more people likely to fall into se-
vere hunger as conflict intensifies
and winter approaches, according
to a new report published by the
Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) global initia-
tive.

The new data reveals that about
1.84 million people across the
Gaza Strip are experiencing ex-
tremely critical levels of acute food
insecurity due to ongoing fighting,
which has already displaced nearly
2 million people, destroyed 70
percent of crop fields, decimated
livelihoods and local food produc-
tion systems, resulted in collapse
ofhealth services and severely re-
stricted humanitarian access and
commercial activities.

A minor reduction in the severity
of food insecurity seen in the cur-
rent period of analysis (September
- October 2024) is largely attrib-
uted to the surge in humanitarian
assistance in North Gaza, Gaza
city, Deir al-Balah and Khan Younis

governorates between
May and August 2024.
This slight improve-
ment will be short-lived
o considering the ongo-
ing fighting and the
clampdown on hu-
manitarian and com-
mercial activities ob-
& served since Septem-
ber, which will likely
: see an increase in the
number of people suffering from
severe food insecurity and acute
malnutrition during the winter.
According to the new IPC report,
around 133,000 people or 6 per-
cent of the population are now ex-
periencing catastrophic food inse-
curity (IPC Phase 5, Catastrophe).
This number is expected to rise to
about 345,000 people or 16 per-
cent of the entire population, be-
tween November 2024 and April
2025.

Winter planting season is crucial
FAOQO's priority now is to reactivate
local food production and restore
the availability of highly nutritious
food in Gaza, particularly in view
of the upcoming winter season
which is characterized by colder
temperatures and increased rain-
fall - typically resulting in a dete-
rioration in the food security and
nutrition situation across the Gaza
Strip.

Like other United Nations and hu-
manitarian actors, FAO has expe-
rienced logistical and security chal-
lenges, particularly due to the re-
strictions at crossings, and the col-
lapse of law and order inside Gaza,
that constrains the delivery of?vital
agricultural aid. Severe shortages
of agricultural inputs significantly
hinder local production efforts,
making meaningful planting and
agricultural activities nearly impos-
sible.

"To curb acute hunger and malnu-
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trition, we must act now - immedi-
ately cease hostilities, restore hu-
manitarian access to deliver criti-
cal and essential food aid and ag-
ricultural inputs in time for the
upcoming winter crop planting sea-
son which has already started - to
allow them to grow food," said
FAO Deputy Director-General
Beth Bechdol.

"Humanitarian aid alone is not
enough. People need fresh, nutri-
tious food. To make a difference,
we also need to support farmers
to continue and restart the produc-
tion of food, as well as the flow of
imported food and non-food
items," she added.

FAO is deeply concerned about
significant livestock losses, which
are indispensable for the liveli-
hoods and the survival of people
in Gaza. One of the Organization's
key priorities is to protect 30 000
sheep and goats - representing
about 40 percent of the total esti-
mated to be alive. By nourishing
these animals, enough milk can be
provided for all of Gaza's children.
As of 29 September 2024, FAO
has distributed fodder to over 4
400 livestock holders in Rafah,
Khan Younis, and Deir al-Balah,
and veterinary kits to about 2 400
herder families.

FAO stands ready to deliver more
essential supplies - additional fod-
der, greenhouse plastic sheets,
plastic water tanks, vaccines, en-
ergy blocks, and animal shelters -
once access, security, and mobil-
ity conditions are restored.

Under the latest UN Flash Appeal
for the period of April to Decem-
ber 2024, FAO is seeking around
$40 million to provide immediate
and emergency assistance, includ-
ing distributing animal feed and
health inputs, replacing livestock
that have died, and offering sup-
port to vulnerable farmers and live-
stock herders in both Gaza and the
West Bank. So far, FAO managed
to secure approximately $2.25
million.

We need to end hunger and

build to peace, say W

23 Sept-Children receive date
bars from WFP in a makeshift
classroom faciliated by UNWRA
in Khan Younis in Gaza where per-
sistent evactuation orders com-
pound the difficulties people face.
Palestine:

Almost a year of war in Gaza, and
the devastation continues to
deepen. Millions of Palestinians
have been displaced, torn from
their homes, separated from their
families and close ones, and
stripped of their livelihoods. The
scale of destruction has turned the
Strip into a landscape of ruins.
Today, Palestinians in Gaza find
themselves with no real refuge.
With each evacuation, our partners
are forced to relocate hot meal
kitchens and food distribution
points to new locations. As of 16
September, more than 55 evacua-
tion orders remain in effect, cov-
ering about 86 per cent of Gaza.
Despite the constraints, WFP has
reached more than 540,000 peo-
ple in Gaza and the West Bank in
September, including 363,000
people in Gaza with reduced ra-
tions.

There's only constant fear, sur-
rounded by threats from air, land
and sea, while disease and hunger
loom ever closer. Yet, how people
cling to hope amid constant despair
is a tragic masterclass in survival.

Children account for nearly half of
Gaza's population of 2.2 million
people, according to UNICEF.
For many Palestinians, a ceasefire
is the first step toward just staying
alive, allowing them to start rebuild-
ing and reclaiming their lives. In
time, livelihoods would be re-es-
tablished.

For now their neighbourhoods are
reduced to rubble as people in
makeshift tents struggle to keep
rain at bay.

chiefs

Of course, a ceasefire should be
more than a momentary reprieve.
For humanitarian agencies to have
the leeway to offer more than just
an emergency lifeline, it must be
sustained.

The remains ofan UNWRA school
turned into a shelter for displaced
people in Nuseirat camp, central
Gaza, in June.

For now, the contagion of conflict
is apparent. WFP estimates that
the escalation of violence and
spillover effect of the war in Gaza
could push at least 600,000 peo-
ple into food insecurity in the West
Bank compared to 352,000 peo-
ple at the start 0f 2023,

Perhaps it's worth reminding our-
selves of a profound truth: peace,
once ignited, can be even more
contagious. It is the only sustain-
able solution. As part of the hu-
manitarian community, WFP will
continue to stand with Palestinian
civilians, providing critical support
for as long as needed. At the same
time, we continue to hope for last-
ing peace in Palestine, Israel and
the wider region.

The conflict in Sudan has been rag-
ing for more than 500 gruesome
days, resulting in one of the world's
biggest hunger and displacement
crises.

Famine has been confirmed in parts
of North Darfur. Over 2 million
people have fled across borders
into neighbouring Central African
Republic, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Libya and South Sudan - fleeing
both hunger and violence.

Since 15 April 2023, the start of
the war, WFP has provided emer-
gency food and nutrition supplies
to nearly 9 million people. This in-
cludes monthly emergency food
packages, treatment of malnutrition
among children, and take-home
meals for out-of-school children.
Continue....... 35 page
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I;lspirin the future: Junior World Food

Day and

Inspiring the future: Junior World
Food Day and World Food Fo-
rum celebrate young changemakers
Close to 1 000 students and influ-
ential advocates and Food Heroes
join forces at FAO to discuss the
vital themes: "Right to Foods for a
Better Life and a Better Future"
and "Good Food for All, for To-
day and Tomorrow"

FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu speaks during the Junior
World Food Day and WFF
School Assembly

17/10/2024

Rome - Today, a vibrant gathering
of young food enthusiasts, advo-
cates, and creative minds filled the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)
headquarters for Junior World
Food Day, celebrated in conjunc-
tion with the World Food Forum
School Assembly.

The dynamic event welcomed
close to 1,000 students aged 8 to
14, fostering dialogue on the vital
themes of food and sustainable
agrifood systems.

With a focus on this year's theme -
Right to Foods for a Better Life
and a Better Future - special
guests, including Food Heroes and
influencers, came together to spark
inspiration and action among the
youth.

"Today's event is dedicated to you
because you are the change-mak-
ers of the future," FAO Director-
General QU Dongyu said as he
opened the event. ""You are the real
hope," he remarked.

A Journey towards Sustainability
During his address to the assem-
bly, the Director-General reflected
on his upbringing in a rice-farming
family in China, where he experi-
enced hunger and poverty. He
highlighted the importance of edu-
cation and resilience, encouraging
young attendees to embrace learn-

ing and explore their curiosity, as
they hold the potential to find so-
lutions for the future.

He also addressed the urgent need
to transform agrifood systems to
ensure that everyone has access to

nutritious food. Emphasizing the

value of food diversity, he explained
that a varied diet is essential for
providing the nutrients necessary
for both physical and mental well-
being.

Excitement and Engagement

The excitement peaked when
Harlem Globetrotters players
Darnell 'Speedy' Artis and Arysia
'Ace' Porter burst onto the stage,
showcasing their remarkable ball-
handling skills. With their unique
blend of athleticism and entertain-
ment, the Harlem Globetrotters
have been leveraging their global
reach to champion important
causes that align with FAO's mis-
sion to end hunger and improve
food security. Darnell 'Speedy’
Artis remarked, "These kids look
up to us... We have the chance to
make an impact. If we encourage
them to eat healthily and explain the
benefits, it's a message that will
stick."

Renowned chef and Food Hero
Max Mariola for his part took over

orld Food Forum celebrate

the stage and gave a live, and lively,
cooking demonstration with his son
Mario. Reflecting on his childhood
experiences in Italy, Mariola em-
phasized the importance of acces-
sible and sustainable food choices,
stating, "Food can be accessible

and sustainable if we shop wisely
and intelligently."

Sustainable fashion advocate and
Food Hero Matteo Ward was part
ofthe day too, engaging the audi-
ence with his insights on making
mindful choices as the world's re-
sources are interconnected.

The event featured a live multilin-
gual performance of the youth ac-
tion music video by the Piccola
Orchestra di Tor Pignattara and
friends, communicating the call to
action through music and dance.
Throughout the School Assembly
sessions, students participated in
interactive quizzes and games that
reinforced the importance of
sustainability in food systems. The
event kicked off with a perform-
ance by Egyptian singer Nouran
Abutaleb. A captivating dance per-
formance by the Union
Internationale de la Marionnette
from Indonesia also added an ex-
tra layer of culture to the event.
Among the inspiring voices at the
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event were Edward Kim and Ilina
Kirti Srinivasulu, School Food
Advocates; Andile Mnguni, Cli-
mate and Social Entrepreneur; and
Shreyaa Venkat, Gender and Hu-
man Rights Youth Activist, who
contributed to the rich dialogue on
food systems.

A Collective Mission

In his closing remarks, FAO Di-
rector-General stressed that, given
the complexities of the world, it is
essential to follow the rules to cre-
ate a shared future. He encouraged
the young attendees to actively
participate in shaping a brighter
tomorrow through collaboration.
The event was live-streamed, ena-
bling many to join virtually and en-
gage in the mission of promoting
sustainable and inclusive agrifood
systems for all.

Harlem Globetrotters in Tor Bella
Monaca

As part of their participation to the
Junior World Food Day, the leg-
endary Globetrotters, FAO Food
Heroes, visited Largo Mengaroni
in Tor Bella Monaca, Rome. The
event  transformed  the
neighborhood into a vibrant stage
for sports, acrobatics, and fun.
During their visit, the Globetrotters
engaged with local children, pro-
moting discussions on healthy eat-
ing, reducing food waste, and fos-
tering overall health and well-be-
ing. The event provided a unique
opportunity for the community to
learn about nutrition while enjoy-
ing a basketball clinic with the team
members Arysia (Ace) Porter and
Darnell "Speedy" Artis.

Chef Fatmata Binta

As the day continued, Chef Binta,
recounted a story from her child-
hood that her grandmother had
passed down on the Baobab tree,
and its importance as the fruit of
life. Sheurged to continue respect-
ing and valuing food, while not
wasting it, to a group of students
taking part in the Junior World
Food Day activities. The young-
sters were treated to a special ses-

sion where they participated in the
making of her special dish "Baobab
Parfait".

Learning Opportunities

As part of the Junior World Food
Day festivities, young participants
were introduced to valuable re-
sources that enhance their under-
standing of critical issues affecting
food and agriculture.

This year's World Food Day chil-
dren's activity book, titled "Rights
to Foods," emphasizes the impor-
tance of nutritious food as a fun-
damental human right, essential for
living an active and healthy life. It
explores how factors like cost and
accessibility significantly influence
food choices, while also address-
ing the global challenges impacting
our food systems. This engaging
resource prepares young minds for
the annual Poster Contest, where
students are invited to showcase
their creativity by designing a
poster that symbolizes their favorite
dish or recipe. The contest encour-
ages participants to represent the
importance of diverse, nutritious,
safe, and affordable foods, reflect-
ing what these concepts mean to
them, their community, or the
world. By submitting their artwork,
students have the chance to win
prizes and recognition from FAO
offices globally, reinforcing their
role in advocating for the "Right to
Foods for a Better Life and a Bet-
ter Future."

World food forum....

The need for inclusivity was also
at the heart of an afternoon ses-
sion on artificial intelligence (AI),
which brought together diverse
perspectives and allowed partici-
pants to explore how this technol-
ogy can shape the future of
agrifood systems.

Al is already reshaping how we
grow, harvest, and distribute food,
fisheries, and forestry. However, Al
must be inclusive and responsible
for its true potential to be realised.
This is why, in February 2020,
FAO, along with Microsoft, IBM,

and the Holy See, was among the
first signatories of the Rome Call
for Al Ethics.

For Al to help reduce poverty and
contribute to a world without hun-
ger, it must bridge-rather than
widen-what the Director-General
calls the triple divide: digital, rural,
and gender. This requires proper
governance and collaboration be-
tween the public and private sec-
tors.

FAO has already embedded Al
and machine-learning techniques in
many of'its products.

These include the WaPOR portal,
which monitors and reports on ag-
riculture water productivity over
Africa and the Near East; the Ag-
ricultural Stress Index System,
which searches satellite data for
emerging signs of drought; the SE-
PAL system, which tracks small-
scale changes in forests that can
indicate fires or illegal logging; the
Fall Armyworm app, which ena-
bles farmers to detect Fall
Armyworm damage in a timely
manner; and FAQO's Data Lab,
which uses non-conventional
sources and builds Al-driven tools
to modernise statistical processes
to support agrifood systems trans-
formation.

Reports launched

SIF 2024 also saw the launch of
two reports: the WFF Young Sci-
entists Group (YSG) report,
named Digital technologies for
multi-dimensional youth engage-
ment in agrifood systems transfor-
mation, and a foresight report
named Shaping sustainable
agrifood futures: pre-emerging and
emerging technologies and innova-
tions for impact.

It also witnessed the launch of the
Programme on Accelerator
Mentorship for Women-led SMEs
in Africa, a component of the
jointly-led FAO-International Agri-
Food Network (IAFN) initiative:
Accelerator Mentorship Pro-
gramme for Women-led SMEs in
Affica.
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World Food Forum 2024 closes after a week
of collaboration and commitment to
""Good Food for All -Today and Tomorrow"

Over 8,000 attendees gathered at
FAO headquarters in Rome,
sparking impactful collaboration to
transform agrifood systems
Closing ceremony of the World
Food Forum (WFF) 2024.
18/10/2024

Rome - The fourth annual World
Food Forum (WFF) 2024 con-
cluded today in Rome, marking the
end of an impactful week at the
Food and Agriculture Organization

This year's Forum, themed "Good
food for all, for today and tomor-
row," was a resounding success,
with over 200 events, 8,000 in-
person attendees, and a digital
reach of 1.7 billion through social
media campaigns. The event high-
lighted the power of collaborative
efforts in driving agrifood systems
transformation and ensuring access
to safe, nutritious, and sustainable
food for all.

of the United Nations (FAO) dedi-
cated to transforming global
agrifood systems.

The event brought together thou-
sands of participants from around
the world who engaged in dynamic
discussions and collaborative ac-
tion across a range of critical is-
sues, including investment, science
and innovation, youth engagement,
family farming, indigenous food
systems, and water management.
Participants - youth, farmers,
policymakers, scientists, entrepre-
neurs, and indigenous communities
- were all committed to address-
ing the urgent challenges of hun-
ger, climate change and inequality,
among others.

"As we look to the future, this week
has reaffirmed the vital role of
youth, women, and diverse
stakeholders in shaping the future
of our agrifood systems," said
FAO Director-General, QU
Dongyu, at the closing ceremony.

"It has shown us the exponential
power of intergenerational collabo-
ration across policy, science, inno-
vation, education, culture, and in-
vestment,'" he added.

Qu further emphasized the impor-
tance of the WFF as a platform for
action, saying that "the WFF is
where agrifood systems transfor-
mation can truly take shape
through concrete actions, partner-
ships, alliances, and crucial financ-

ing. Let us continue to support our
young leaders, who are already
mobilizing atthe local level. .. Their
commitment is a beacon of hope
and progress."

The closing ceremony also had the
participation of high-level guests,
who underscored the importance
of the forum.

Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of
the Co-Operative Republic of
Guyana said that the 2024 World
Food was as a call to action to
address global food security chal-
lenges driven by climate change,
conflict, and inequality. He empha-
sized the need for global collabo-
ration and resilient food systems,
with a focus on empowering
women and youth in agriculture. He
added that Guyana is committed
to sustainable transformation, aim-
ing to make Good Food for All -
Today and Tomorrow a reality.
Narumon Pinyosinwat, Minister of
Agriculture of Thailand expressed,
on behalf of the Prime Minister of
Thailand Paetongtarn Shinawatra,
congratulated FAO for success-
fully hosting the 2024 World Food
Forum. She emphasized Thailand's
commitment to transforming
agrifood systems through
intergenerational collaboration and
partnerships across various sec-
tors. Additionally, she invited glo-
bal participation in World Soil Day
and the upcoming 2024 Soil and
Water Forum in Bangkok.

Key highlights from the week:
Global Youth Forum: Young lead-
ers took center stage, launching the
first-ever Global Youth Action
Plan, aroadmap for driving impact
and shaping the future of food. The
Youth Innovation Lab recognized
and rewarded young researchers
and entrepreneurs, fostering out-
of-the-box solutions for agrifood
challenges. Youth from 25 WFF
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National Chapters led initiatives to
build momentum for change at all
levels. The forum also saw the
launch of the "FAO Four Betters
Courses," an online repository of
over 600 multilingual certified
courses offered free of charge,
strengthening FAO's collaboration
with academia and research insti-
tutions.

FAO Science and Innovation Fo-
rum: This forum showcased
groundbreaking advancements in
biotechnologies, digital technolo-
gies, and community-led initiatives.
It emphasized the importance of
closing the science, technology,
and innovation gap in low- and
middle-income countries, ensuring
that everyone benefits from
progress.

Hand-in-Hand Investment Forum:

This forum facilitated partnerships
and mobilized investments in sus-
tainable agrifood systems. With 29
countries and 5 regional initiatives
presenting investment plans and
opportunities, a total of 115 invest-
ments were showcased, designed
for over 120 million beneficiaries.

The newly launched Investor Net-
working Lounge fostered collabo-
ration between investors, govern-
ments, and the private sector. FAO
also showcased its expanded
Agro-informatics platform, utilizing
cutting-edge Al and advanced
mapping for agrifood investments,
as well as the new online Ex-ACT
carbon accounting tool. Those
Government-led agrifood invest-
ments included more than $15 bil-
lion of detailed agrifood investment
opportunities

Global Family Farming Forum:

Celebrating the midpoint of the UN
Decade of Family Farming, this
forum brought together thousands
of participants to share experiences
and identify concrete policy solu-
tions to support family farmers. The
event amplified the crucial role of
family farmers in agrifood systems
transformation. At least 8 million
were reached by community radio

programs, and thousands followed
the event via live web stream.
Global Hub on Indigenous Peoples'
Food Systems meeting: Indigenous
and non-indigenous experts col-
laborated to co-create knowledge
and influence global policy discus-
sions on indigenous food systems.
The forum highlighted the vital role
of indigenous knowledge in pro-
moting sustainable agriculture and
preserving biodiversity. FAO also
announced that it will host the
Third Session of the UN Global
Indigenous Youth Forum in 2025,
furthering its commitment to indig-
enous youth engagement.

Rome Water Dialogue: This dia-
logue focused on integrated water
resource management and its im-
pact on agrifood systems. Partici-
pants adopted the Rome Declara-
tion on Water Scarcity in Agricul-
ture, enhancing collaboration and
mobilizing commitments to address
water scarcity challenges.

World Food Day: Celebrated un-
der the theme "Right to Foods, for
a better life and a better future," -
with the S 'standing for diversity,
nutrition, affordability, accessibility
and safety, World Food Day
served as a powerful reminder of
the fundamental right to food.
FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu, FAO Nutrition Ambassa-
dor King Letsie III of Lesotho,
Pope Francis, and the UN Secre-
tary-General, among other global
leaders, lent their voices to this ur-
gent cause during a high-level cer-
emony. The event drew over 1,000
attendees in Rome and resonated
worldwide, with over 150 events
around the world.

Pro bono advertising on city
screens, public transport, airports,
cinemas, and shopping centers fur-
ther amplified the message in over
50 countries. Additionally, 19 land-
marks around the world were lit
up in blue to show support for this
initiative.

The day also featured the unveil-
ing of the logo for the Food and

Agriculture Museum & Network,
set to open in Rome on World
Food Day 2025. It will be an in-
teractive space showcasing global
food and agriculture, accessible
both in-person and digitally. World
Food Day also launched FAQO's
"80-1 Anniversary Countdown," a
year-long celebration leading up to
FAQO's 80th anniversary. This
countdown highlights FAO's his-
tory and its vision for the future,
emphasizing the importance of glo-
bal cooperation in addressing food
security challenges.

Youth World Food Day: This spe-
cial event engaged young people
in the fight against hunger and mal-
nutrition during a series of events
and a school assembly that brought
over 3000 children and youth to
FAO headquarters. It featured in-
spiring activists like Chef Binta,
who shared her knowledge of tra-
ditional African cuisine and the im-
portance of sustainable food sys-
tems, and Max Mariola, who high-
lighted the accessibility and
sustainability of smart food choices.
The Harlem Globetrotters also
joined the celebration, using their
unique blend of athleticism and
entertainment, to champion the
important cause of food security
and to raise awareness about the
importance of healthy eating and
active lifestyles.

Looking ahead

The World Food Forum 2024 con-
cluded with a renewed sense of
urgency and commitment to ac-
tion. The next World Food Forum
will take place from 13 to 17 Oc-
tober 2025.

"Tlook forward to continuing this
journey with all of you and seeing
the ongoing impact of our collec-
tive efforts. Thank you for your
participation, your energy, and
your dedication. Only together can
we ensure a "Good food for all,
for today and tomorrow," FAO
Director-General said, closing the
event.
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-'Nothing left'-

Floods leave trail of

hunger in West and Central Afrlca

26 September 2024, WFP staff
Climate Floods ngena Mali Niger
The floods tore through Halima
Mustapha's home in northeastern
Nigeria late at night, giving the 27-
year-old mother and her family no
warning. They fled minutes before
the building collapsed, unable to
take even the most basic necessi-
ties.

"We have not experienced this kind
of flooding before," says
Mustapha, a widow and mother of
two. "We have nothing left, not
even food."

Mustapha counts among millions of
people across West and Central
Africa affected by some of the most
severe flooding in decades.
Sparked by torrential rains, the
floods have killed more than one
thousand people and tens of thou-
sands of livestock; destroyed
homes, infrastructure and crops;
and piled more misery on vulner-
able communities already weath-
ering hunger, unrest and soaring
inflation.

As the rains continue, the World
Food Programme (WFP) aims to
reach nearly one million people
across the region - including in
other hard-hit countries like Mali,
Chad and Niger - with cash, take-
home food and hot meals, along
with nutritional assistance for chil-
dren and breastfeeding women.
Already, WFP support has
reached tens of thousands, and we
are further assessing overall needs
to better prepare our longer-term
response.

"It is always the most vulnerable
who bear the brunt of climate haz-
ards, and we cannot let them
down," says Margot van der
Velden, WFP Regional Director
for Western Africa, who calls for
urgent support to boost communi-
ties' resilience to recurrent shocks.
"We need increased investments to

better anticipate g
flooding and
other extreme cli-
mate risks, to
mitigate their im-
pacts, and act in
an anticipatory

In  Nigeria, §
Mustapha and §
her family found
shelter at a sec-
ondary school in
nearby Maiduguri, capital of north-
eastern Borno state and the
epicenter of the crisis. Swathes of
the city are submerged after a dam
nearby collapsed following torren-
tial rains. Tin roofs peek out from
brown floodwaters that have
turned roads into rivers.

On drier land, schools and other
makeshift emergency shelters are
packed. At the school Mustapha
and her family found refuge, some
squeeze into classrooms to sleep,
but many others spread sleeping
mats outside the building, where
it's cooler and there's more space.
"Maiduguri is facing crisis within a
crisis, with conflict, record food
price inflation and now floods dis-
placing hundreds of thousands of
people," says WFP Nigeria Coun-
try Director David Stevenson, add-
ing, "we need urgent global sup-
port to save lives."

Maiduguri is not the only Nigerian
city struggling with the deluge.
Heavy rains and flooding have af-
fected more than a million people
across 16 of the country's 36
states.

For now, WFP aims to reach
nearly 450,000 people in the hard-
est-hit parts of Borno State with
food relief, including take-home
rations of rice and pulses. We are
dispatching WFP-managed UN
Humanitarian Air Service
(UNHAS) helicopters to assess

the damage, so the wider humani-
tarian community can better re-
spond. At schools and other dis-
placement shelters, WFP has also
set up kitchens that serve up hot
meals of rice and beans to roughly
thousands of flood-affected fami-
lies like Mustapha's.

"With support from WFP, we now
cat three times a day," the young
mother says, even as she worries
about the future. "We have no
property, no place to stay,"
Mustapha adds. "We are lucky just
tobealive."

In Mali, Aminata Toure and her
eight children are also lucky to be
alive. In mid-August, heavy rains
demolished her home in the north-
eastern region of Gao, displacing
thousands of people countrywide.
Like Mustapha, Toure and her fam-
ily are living in a school-turned-
shelter.

"I've lost absolutely everything,"
says Toure, a tradeswoman and
sole family breadwinner since her
husband lost his job. "Since the
floods, I spend my days just sit-
ting. [ have nothing to do."

The flooding is a further blow for
Malians like Toure, who are strug-
gling with myriad challenges, in-
cluding frequent drought, conflict
and high food prices. More than
1.3 million people in the country
are acutely food-insecure. Even
before the floods, the complex situ-
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ation had already uprooted tens of
thousands.

Devastation in Mali's Gao region,
where WFP plans to assist some
70,000 flood-hit people with cash
transfers.

WFP plans to provide three
months of cash assistance to nearly
70,000 flood-affected people in
Gao and two other flood-hit areas,
along with nutritional support to
thousands of vulnerable women
and children.

""We must continue to support com-
munities and local governments in
their investments in robust early
warning systems," says WFP Mali
Interim Country Director Ibrahima
Diallo of more longer-term sup-
port. "Such measures are crucial
for safeguarding vulnerable
populations, saving lives, facilitat-
ing swift recovery, and building a
future where preparedness and
resilience transform potential dis-
asters into manageable challenges."
Snapshot of desolation
Neighboring Niger, too, is strug-
gling with heavyrains and flooding
that have killed hundreds and de-
layed the new academic year.

"I am in despair, because I no
longer have ahome," says 25-year-
old Hadjara Karim, a mother of six,
showing WFP the remnants of her
collapsed mud-brick house, in
Niger's southeastern Maradi re-
gion. The sun is shining, but her
surroundings are a snapshot of
desolation.

The town of Maradi, in south-cen-
tral Niger, under the floodwaters.
For now, WFP food and other as-
sistance helps thousands of flood-
hit Nigeriens cope with the after-
math. But the scale of the devas-
tation is formidable, and many
worry that more will follow.
"Even the elders say they've never
experienced such a season in their
lives," Karim says. "If a season like
this happens again next year or the
coming years, our houses won't
stand - and there's nothing we can
do about it."

A women collects WFP food as-
sistance in northern Sudan, even as
humanitarian deliveries to the capi-
tal remain challenging,

The scale of this hunger catastro-
phe is staggering - it has hit 25 mil-
lion people, half of Sudan's popu-
lation. WFP is working around the
clock to rapidly scale up life-sav-

home in Masisi, learning
basket-weaving through

the WEP-backed Tuungang
“oQperative.

ing aid and prevent famine from
spreading. But with a cessation of
hostilities, especially in places like
El Fasher or Khartoum, where
people are at risk of famine, we
could do this so much faster. At
present, getting aid in is extremely
dangerous amid ongoing air strikes
and shelling.

The millions of people bearing the
brunt of the ongoing war are hang-
ing on to their last threads of hope.
They need peace so they can re-
turn to their homes and lives, and
the country can start rebuilding. A
sustainable peace is the only solu-
tion to prevent Sudan's hunger cri-
sis from spiralling into a far-reach-
ing catastrophe that embroils the
whole region.

Democratic Republic of the
Congo: WFP Country Director
Peter Musoko

A food distribution for displaced
people at a camp north of Goma.

In DRC's troubled eastern prov-
inces, the World Food Pro-
gramme's work is guided by a
steadfast belief in peace and the
possibility of a brighter tomorrow.
We are confident that the day will
come when the warring parties
choose unity over conflict, and the
people will reclaim their right to live
in peace, free from fear.

Thanks to a ceasefire brokered by
the Angolan presidency as part of

the Luanda Process, we have
reached even more families iso-
lated by the conflict. (The July
2022 accord brought Angola,
DRC and Rwanda together to sign
a roadmap for peace in eastern
DRC.)

While the challenges have been
immense, these efforts have
brought new hope to communities
that have endured so much.

In 2024, WFP has already made
significant strides, reaching 3.5 mil-
lion people with an ambitious tar-
get to assist 7.1 million by year's
end. We've fine-tuned our ap-
proach to focus on the most vul-
nerable, especially those displaced
by the conflict, ensuring our efforts
have the most significant possible
impact.

Ana Linda, 62, found herself start-
ing over in the Lwashi camp near
Goma after fleeing her home in
Masisi, learning basket-weaving
through the WFP-backed
Tuungana Cooperative.

Despite the additional challenges
posed by the recent Mpox cases
in camps around North Kivu, we
are undeterred. Our teams are
tackling these obstacles head-on,
delivering vital support while
prioritizing the safety of those on
the frontlines. Every hurdle is an
opportunity to strengthen our re-
solve and find new ways to serve
those in need.

Theresilience of women - who face
singular challenges alongside lack
of food, water and safety - is a
powerful reminder of the strength
and determination of the Congo-
lese people.

I am inspired by the women in
Lwashi - anewly established IDP
camp, close to Goma - who've fled
the ongoing conflict in Sake in
North Kivu.

Far from giving in to despair, they
are embracing new opportunities
through a cooperative, supported
by WFP, learning skills such as
basket-weaving and book-keep-
ing.
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World Food Forum: Inclusive inno-
vation takes centre stage at SIF 2024

Science and Innovation Forum dis-
cusses how to make cutting-edge
technology available to all farmers

The third edition of SIF was held
under the theme Inclusive Science
and Innovation for Agrifood Sys-
tems Transformation, Leaving No
One Behind.

©FAO/Victor Sokolowicz
18/10/2024

"Science, technology, and innova-
tion are key accelerators of
agrifood systems transformation,
but they must be inclusive to en-
sure that the transition is just and
equitable," FAO Director-General
QU Dongyu said in his opening
address to the forum.

As the world's agrifood systems
face growing challenges-including
the climate crisis, biodiversity loss,

Rome - The Science and Innova-
tion Forum (SIF 2024), one of the
three pillars of the World Food
Forum 2024, together with the
Global Youth Forum and the In-
vestment Forum, wrapped up three
days of discussions on Friday at
the Rome headquarters of the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) on how to
make cutting-edge technologies
available to small-scale producers.
The third edition of SIF was held
under the theme Inclusive Science
and Innovation for Agrifood Sys-
tems Transformation, Leaving No
One Behind. It brought together
recognised scientists, innovation
experts, and policymakers, as well
as small-scale producers, Indig-
enous Peoples, women, youth, and
the private sector, in a bid to en-
courage a diversity of perspectives
based on science.

resource degradation, population
growth, and changing diets-the
potential of new technologies
should be harnessed for develop-
ing solutions.

However, what is needed is to
make these innovations impactful
on a broader scale - so that all
share the benefits equally and
sustainably.

The forum also aimed to facilitate
inclusive debate and showcase
how science and innovation can be
leveraged to transform agrifood
systems. In Friday's closing session,
for instance, Costa Rica's Agricul-
tural Minister, Victor Carvajal
Porras, offered insights about the
real-world impact of inclusive
agrifood innovations in his coun-
try.

Gene editing

Thursday's SIF 2024 opened with
a session that explored the benefits

of the adoption and diffusion of
gene editing technologies and ex-
amined their implications, includ-
ing risks, for small-scale produc-
ers. It also provided a platform to
discuss regulatory and policy con-
siderations.

Research shows that this technol-
ogy could enhance precision in
breeding methods and contribute
to the rapid development of im-
proved plant varieties and animal
breeds. Potential benefits include
crops and livestock that are more
resistant to pests and diseases and
improved resilience to climate
change.

Some of the gene-edited products
being developed around the world
include bananas biofortified with vi-
tamin A, hypoallergenic milk, glu-
ten-free wheat, disease-resistance
salmon, drought-tolerant grape-
vines, and cacao protected against
fungal disease.

However, there are also potential
environmental, food safety, ethical,
and regulatory concerns. In this
regard, FAO published areport in
2022 that discusses these impor-
tant aspects, followed by a 2023
report on food-safety-related is-
sues in applying gene editing for
food production, including the ap-
plicability of existing Codex
Alimentarius principles and guide-
lines for relevant food safety as-
sessments.

Above all, there's a need to ensure
that such technologies are inclusive
and benefit all food producers, in-
cluding family farmers, Qu said in
his opening remarks to the session.
The Director-General also called
for more science communication
and education to better inform the
public about the potential benefits
of these new technologies.
Attificial Intelligence

Continue ..... pages 31
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