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New UN Report: Climate crisis affect;

food security of three in four Latin
American and Caribbean countries

Press release |
Latin America and the
Resilience

bean

29 January 2025
arib-

Climate change Food Security

Santiago de Chile, 27 January
2025 - JOINT PRESS RELEASE
BY FAO, IFAD, PAHO/WHO,
WEFP and UNICEF. Changing pat-
terns of climate variability and ex-
treme weather events are nega-
tively affecting all dimensions of

other underlying causes of malnu-
trition in all its forms in Latin
America and the Caribbean, ac-
cording to the 2024 Regional
Overview of Food Security and
Nutrition. The report, published
today, states that Latin America
and the Caribbean is the second-
most exposed region in the world
to extreme weather events, follow-
ingAsia.

In this region, at least 20 countries
(74 percent of analyzed countries)
face a high frequency of such
events, indicating significant expo-
sure, and 14 (52 percent) are con-

food security and exacerbating

unger and Food Inse
curity Declined for the
econd Consecutive Year

sidered vulnerable, as they are
more likely to experience increased
undernourishment due to
these phenomena. The im-
pact of extreme weather
events is further worsened
by persistent structural chal-
lenge, including conflicts,
economic slowdowns, cri-
W\ ses, and underlying factors
& such as high levels of in-
9 equality, lack of access to
9y affordable healthy diets, and
3% unhealthy food environ-
Py ments.
§ According to the report, be-
& tween 2019 and 2023, the
| prevalence of undernourish-
ik ment increased by 1.5 per-
centage points in countries
affected by climate variabil-
gl ity and extremes. The situa-
tion is worse in countries experi-
encing economic recessions. The
most vulnerable populations are
disproportionately affected, as they
have fewer resources to adapt.
The report underscores the urgent
need to accelerate action to build
resilience within agrifood systems,
which are critical for the region's
progress toward eradicating hun-
ger and malnutrition in all its forms.
The report emphasizes that ensur-
ing the long-term sustainability of
agrifood systems is essential.
According to the report, hunger
affected 41 million people in the
region in 2023. This represents a

decrease of 2.9 million people
compared to 2022 and 4.3 million
compared to 2021. However, de-
spite regional progress, disparities
persist among subregions. Hunger
prevalence has increased over the
last two years in the Caribbean,
reaching 17.2 percent, while it has
remained relatively stable in
Mesoamerica, at 5.8 percent.
Regarding moderate or severe food
insecurity, the region also showed
progress for the second consecu-
tive year, falling below the world
average for the first time in 10
years. A total of 187.6 million peo-
ple in the region experienced food
insecurity, 19.7 million fewer than
in 2022 and 37.3 million fewer
than in 2021.

This reduction is attributed to the
economic recovery of several
South American countries, driven
by social protection programs,
post-pandemic economic efforts,
and targeted policies to improve
food access.

The report also highlights that food
insecurity disproportionately af-
fects certain population groups,
such as rural communities and
women. The gender gap in Latin
America and the Caribbean re-
mains higher than the global aver-
age.

The Challenge of Malnutrition Amid
Climate Variability

FAO Assistant Director-General
and Regional Representative for
Latin America and the Caribbean,
Mario Lubetkin highlighted the rel-
evance of the Regional Overview
2024 considering that: "Climate
variability and extremes are a threat
for the stability of food security and
nutrition. He added: "the impor-
tance of implementing a compre-
hensive response, based on poli-
cies and actions designed to

%:ﬁi A R0z AT (Krishi Journal-2025, Janaury-February)

I 39



strengthen the capacity of agri-food
systems. This resilience allows us
to anticipate, prevent, absorb,
adapt, and transform in a positive,
efficient and effective way against
various risks, including the chal-
lenges associated with climate
change and extreme events."
Regarding malnutrition, the report
states that in 2022, stunting af-
fected 22.3 percent of children
under five globally. In Latin
America and the Caribbean, the
prevalence was estimated at 11.5
percent, significantly below the glo-
bal average. While the region has
made notable progress since the
turn of the millennium, progress has
slowed in recent years.

"In Latin America and the Carib-
bean, one in ten children under five
lives with stunting. Undernourish-
ment and overweight coexist in the
region, exacerbated by high expo-
sure and vulnerability to climate
events in the most affected com-
munities. This double burden of
malnutrition daily threatens the full
development of children," said
Karin Hulshof, UNICEF Regional
Director a.i. for Latin America and
the Caribbean. "Any decision on
climate action must prioritize the
right to food and nutrition for chil-
dren, women, and families."

In 2022, 5.6 percent of children
under five globally were over-
weight, compared to 8.6 percent
in Latin America and the Carib-
bean-3.0 percentage points above
the global estimate. The regional
prevalence has also grown faster
than the global rate, increasing by
1.2 percentage points between
2012 and 2022, compared to only
0.1 percentage points globally. The
region's trends vary significantly,
with South America mainly driving
the increase, while Mesoamerica
and the Caribbean have shown
greater stability in recent years.
The reportalso identifies economic
barriers to accessing healthy diets
as a critical issue. In 2022, 182.9
million people in Latin Americaand

the Caribbean could not afford a
healthy diet. This marks an im-
provement of 2.4 percentage
points compared to 2021, mean-
ing 14.3 million more people can
now afford a healthy diet.
"Overweight and obesity are grow-
ing challenges in the region and key
risk factors for non-communicable
diseases. A healthy diet is the foun-
dation for health, well-being, and
optimal growth and development.
PAHO positions health as a cor-
nerstone for transforming food sys-
tems, promoting fiscal policies such
as taxes, public food procurement
policies, regulations on advertising
(including breast milk substitutes),
food safety, product reformulation,
and front-of-pack labeling," said
Jarbas Barbosa, Director of the
Pan American Health Organization.
Disparities also persist among
subregions in access to healthy di-
ets. In the Caribbean, 50 percent
of the population (22.2 million peo-
ple) could not afford a healthy diet,
followed by Mesoamerica at 26.3
percent (47.1 million people) and
South America at 26 percent
(113.6 million people). This high-
lights the need to focus on vulner-
able populations exposed to ex-
treme climate events.

"Climate shocks are making it in-
creasingly difficult for families
across Latin America and the Car-
ibbean to produce, transport, and
access food. Frequent storms and
floods are destroying homes and
farmland, while drought and erratic
rainfall are wiping out crops before
they can grow," said Lola Castro,
WEFP's Regional Director for Latin
America and the Caribbean. "As
extreme weather events intensify,
WEFP is working with communities
and governments to strengthen
food security, protect the most vul-
nerable and build resilient food
systems that can withstand the cli-
mate crisis", she added.

The agencies emphasized the need
to further accelerate investments
and actions to create long-term

capacities to address climate vari-
ability and extreme weather
events.

Rossana Polastri, Regional Direc-
tor for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean at IFAD, stated: "We are
making progress in the fight against
hunger, but the numbers still exceed
pre-pandemic levels, showing
there is much work to be done. We
must redouble efforts to adapt food
systems to the effects of climate
change, whose negative impacts
exacerbate food insecurity. To
achieve this, we need to invest
more in rural areas, ensuring that
small-scale producers have access
to basic infrastructure, climate in-
formation systems, sustainable ag-
ricultural practices, and financial
products to cope with extreme
events and climate variability. Ad-
ditionally, we must invest in women
and the most vulnerable groups to
ensure that progress in reducing
hunger leaves no one behind."
The 2024 Regional Overview of
Food Security and Nutrition is a
joint publication by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD), the Pan Ameri-
can Health Organization/World
Health Organization (PAHO/
WHO), the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), and the United
Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF).

Press release No.: IFAD/07/2025
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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Gaza: Immediate action must com-

bine emergency relief with the

FAO and UNOSAT highlights
devastating impact of conflict on
agrifood systems infrastructure

A geospatial assessment carried
out by FAO and UNOSAT be-
tween October and December
2024 reveals that the extent of the
damage to Gaza's agricultural land
has reached unprecedented levels.
28/01/2025

Rome - The ceasefire is the first
step in delivering emergency relief
and rebuilding local food produc-
tion in the Gaza Strip, where more
than 2 million people urgently need
assistance due to the collapse of
agricultural output, according to the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of'the United Nations (FAO).
"The ceasefire provides a critical
opportunity to address the cata-
strophic food crisis in Gaza by ena-
bling emergency aid delivery and
initiating early recovery efforts. But
this is just the beginning of a long
journey to recover from the dev-
astation. We will need sustained
peace and access to meet the im-
mense needs and ensure no one in
Gaza is left behind," said FAO
Deputy Director-General Beth
Bechdol.

Bechdol said FAO is committed to
ensuring long-term food security.
In the meantime, immediate recov-

restoration of loca

Latest geospatial assessment from

ery efforts will
Wy prioritize re-
—=building
B agrifood infra-
. structure, such
green-
houses, wells
and solar sys-
tems, and scal-
ingup the deliv-

agricultural in-
puts to restore
% local food pro-
duction.

"These complementary actions to
strengthen resilience represent a
bridge between short-term activi-
ties and longer-term development
interventions to help communities
rebuild and recover from crises,
restore hope, and uphold the Right
to Food," Bechdol said.

The 15-month conflict has led to
severe food insecurity for the en-
tire population of the Gaza Strip,
with communities on the brink of
starvation.

The latest geospatial assessment
carried out by FAO and the United
Nations Satellite Centre
(UNOSAT) between October and
December 2024 reveals that the
extent of the damage to Gaza's
agricultural land has reached un-
precedented levels.

According to the assessment, 75
percent of fields once used to
grow crops, as well as olive tree
orchards, have been damaged or
destroyed. Over two-thirds of ag-
ricultural wells (1,531 in total) are
no longer functional, crippling irri-
gation. Cattle losses are at 96 per-
cent, milk production has nearly
halted, and only 1 percent of poul-
try remains alive. The fishing sec-
tor is also on the brink of collapse,
further worsening food insecurity.

"Agriculture must be at the heart

1 food production

of emergency and recovery ef-
forts," Bechdol said. "Immediate
action must combine emergency
relief - food, water, and medical
aid - but at the same time, restore
local food production. Supporting
farmers, herders and fishers now
ensures fresh, nutritious food to-
morrow," Bechdol said.

Before the start of the conflict, ag-
riculture accounted for approxi-
mately 10 percent of Gaza's
economy, with more than 560,000
people relying entirely or partially
on cropping, herding, or fishing for
their livelihoods. Gaza's agriculture
and fisheries exports amounted to
$67.3 million in 2022, primarily
fresh crops such as strawberries,
tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplants,
sweet peppers and fresh fish.
According to FAO, rebuilding
Gaza's agricultural sector will be
extremely expensive and will take
years, if not decades.

In the immediate future, FAO is
seeking $74.5 million to assist
154,100 farmers, herders, and
fisher men and women with emer-
gency agricultural inputs and tech-
nical support, assuming continued
stability provided by the ceasefire
and improved access and delivery
conditions. Investing in agriculture
will restore dignity, ensure nutritious
food, and lay the foundation for a
resilient, self-reliant agrifood sys-
tem in Gaza.

Lifting the ban on private imports
is also crucial for scaling up hu-
manitarian efforts, reactivating lo-
cal food production, and ensuring
a diversified food supply to com-
plement humanitarian aid. The re-
sumption of commercial imports at
scale is indispensable to allow re-
habilitation efforts to begin.
FAQ's emergency response

To date, FAO has distributed
Continue....... 36 page
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The skills that saved one

Georgian woman's life

Innovative cheesemaking provided the income for

perience processing fruits and mak-
ing cheeses provided her with in-
come for vital cancer treatment and
equipped her to act as Lead
Farmer in an FAO initiative.
12/02/2025

For Nino Kavtaradze, the income
which she makes using her skills
and decades of experience pro-
ducing dried fruits, jams and dis-
tinctive Georgian cheeses has lit-
erally meant the difference be-
tween sickness and health.
Nearly 20 years ago, she explains,
"ITwas diagnosed with a severe dis-
ease - cancer," Nino says. "The
sales of dried fruits and tklapi
[sheets of dried fruit puree which
roll up like leather] was one of the
key income sources which sup-
ported my health, covering my
medical fees."

She spent years undergoing multi-
ple rounds of chemotherapy. All the
while, she says that she concen-
trated on running her home-based
business in the country's northwest-
ern mountains to keep her mind
busy on the day-to-day.

This focus and honing her exper-
tise allowed her to play a key role
as a Lead Farmer in a project
which aims to improve the resil-
ience and economic empowerment
of smallholder women dairy farm-

of the United Nations (FAO) in
partnership with the United Na-
tions Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women
(UN Women) and funded by the
Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation. She asked Nino
if she would be interested in doing
the same - and if so, could she find
15 women to take part

The determination that had helped
her overcome cancer kicked in and
she did more than that. Nino found
30 local women dairy farmers who
were interested in participating in
the FAO Farmer Field School,
where farmers learn from each
other, with the technical guidance
of FAO food technologists,
agronomists and veterinarians. The
school covers a range of subjects
from food safety, animal care and
vaccinations to the production of
new types of dairy and processed
fruit and vegetables, as well as
business management and gender
equality.

Although she has worked as dairy
farmer for 30 years, Nino still
gained new knowledge from the
FAO Farmer Field School, which
she hosted in her home for 30
women farmers. ©FAO/Guram
Saqvarelidze

Based on the knowledge shared

medical treatment and forged a community leader

- FeT * , o Jgmwa CIS. by FAO, the women exchanged
HEP RS “wign That came experiences on animal manage-
T o about when  ment, milk and dairy production,
shemetafel-  hygiene and modern food safety

low cheese practices.
producer Ninosays thateven though she has
whowasrun-  worked as a dairy farmer for 30
ningaFarmer  years, she still gained useful new
y FieldSchool,  knowledge from the trainings. The
J as part of an  basic equipment provided to her
A 1nifiative im- by FAO has also boosted produc-
¢ plementedby  tion, safety and competitiveness.
7 oo s T theFoodand - Nino is especially happy with the
Nino Kavtaradze's skills and ex- Agriculture Organization  FAO-provided grinding mill, which

saves her money as she no longer
has to buy processed animal feed.
"We will not have to buy corn since
we have corn fields, and I will
somehow manage to purchase
wheat and barley. When we grind
the grains, feeding our livestock will
not be as costly and our profits will
increase."

FAO also provided Nino with
small dairy production equipment
such as a milk pasteurizer, a
vacuum sealer and specialized con-
tainers. With these, she has taken
her cheese production to a whole
new level, offering her own brand
of Ninoseuli (which translates as
"Ninoian") innovative cheese vari-
eties.

"I wanted my cheeses to stand
out," Nino highlights, "This is why
I added dried fruits to my prod-
ucts and started creating cheese
with dried figs, plums and kiwi."
By partnering with Nino and her
fellow Lead Farmers, FAO has
helped more than 600 smallholder
women dairy farmers to produce
arange of cheese varieties OFAO/
Guram Saqvarelidze

Another "Ninoian" experiment was
making sweet jams with spicy pep-
pers.

Continue....... 36 page
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FAO ensures trans arency and quality in
measuring SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) Indicators

Statement of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
FAO Report: The State of Food Secu-
rity and Nutrition in the World 2024

06/02/2025 Rome - The current
era is marked by escalating con-
flicts, increasing frequency and in-
tensity of extreme weather events
and disasters, and profound eco-
nomic shocks that drive migration
as people seek to escape harsh
conditions.

Against this backdrop, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) reaffirms its
unwavering commitment, en-
shrined in its Constitution, to col-
lect, analyze, interpret, and dis-
seminate information on nutrition,

its member countries to publish the
annual State of Food Insecurity in
the World (SOFI) report.

In 2015, with the adoption of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment, FAO was once again
recognized as a neutral, reputable,
and trusted organization responsi-
ble for monitoring key aspects of
the Agenda, including food secu-
rity. In response, FAO has collabo-
rated with four other UN agencies
- WFP, UNICEF, WHO, and
IFAD - to continue producing
timely, reliable, and relevant data
through
the annual
SOFTI,
which has
been re-

food security, and agriculture.
FAQ's work in this domain has
since been acknowledged by gov-
ernments and many other
stakeholders for its neutrality, reli-
ability, and rigor.

This work began in 1946 with the
First World Food Survey and con-
tinued through 1996, when 192
countries at the World Food Sum-
mit recognized FAO's hunger sta-
tistics as a global benchmark.
From 1999 to 2015, FAO's
Prevalence of Undernourishment
(PoU) indicator served as the glo-
bal standard for tracking progress
toward the first Millennium Devel-
opment Goal - eradicating hunger.
Also in 1999, FAO was tasked by

named as
State of
Food Se-
e curity and
g Nutrition
in the
World re-

port.

FAO employs rigorous statistical
methods to generate food security
data, particularly the Prevalence of
Undernourishment (PoU) indica-
tor. These methods have undergone
extensive scrutiny, peer review,
and evaluation by leading global
experts. The PoU methodology
was formally approved by mem-
ber countries at the United Nations
Statistical Commission in March
2017, endorsed by the Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) in
June 2017, and ultimately adopted
by the UN General Assembly in
July 2017 as part of the SDG indi-
cator framework.

The data used in these estimations,

particularly on food availability, are
requested and received from na-
tional authorities in each member
country. When national data are
unavailable, FAO employs rigor-
ous, transparent statistical proc-
esses to derive estimates using the
best available sources.

FAO ensures that its data sources
and methodologies are extensively
documented and publicly accessi-
ble. Furthermore, the Organization
collaborates closely with national
authorities to clarify statistical
processes and methodologies in a
highly transparent manner. FAO
also conducts extensive capacity-
building programs to strengthen
institutional and technical compe-
tencies in member countries, en-
couraging the computation of na-
tional-level indicators and relevant
statistics on agriculture and food
security.

FAO adheres to the highest pro-
fessional standards in data collec-
tion, analysis, and dissemination,
aligning with the Principles Govern-
ing International Statistical Activi-
ties. The Organization follows
strategies and priorities set by
member countries, in line with the
Paris Declaration on Aid Effective-
ness, the Accra Agenda for Action,
and the Dakar and Busan Decla-
rations. Additionally, FAO pro-
motes the adoption of international
statistical standards developed in
close consultation with national sta-
tistical authorities.

FAO has a proven track record of
collaboration, transparency, ac-
countability, and mutual respect in
its relationships with national au-
thorities. The Organization wel-
comes open, transparent, and
documented dialogue with mem-
ber countries regarding its work,
always assuring the highest stand-
ards of technical expertise, trans-
parency, and neutrality.
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Benchmark for world food com-
modity prices down in January

Maize storage in Kazakhstan.
07/02/2025

Rome - The FAO Food Price In-
dex, the benchmark for world food
commodity prices, declined in
January, averaging 124.9 points
during the month, down 1.6 per-
cent from its December level. The
drop was driven by significant de-
creases in the international quota-
tions for vegetable oils and sugar,
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO)
reported Friday.

The index, which tracks monthly
changes in the international prices
of a set of globally-traded food
commodities, was 6.2 percent

one year ago but remained 22.0
percent below its peak reached in
March 2022.

The FAO Sugar Price Index was
down 6.8 percent from December
and 18.5 percent from its year-
earlier level, mainly due to im-
proved global supply prospects as
a result of generally favourable
weather in Brazil and the Indian
Government's decision to resume
sugar exports.

The FAO Vegetable Oil Price In-
dex decreased by 5.6 percent from
the previous month, reversing a
recent increase, though it remained
24.9 percent higher than a year
ago. The decline in January was

mainly driven by lower world
prices of palm and rapeseed oils,
while those for soy and sunflower
oils remained stable.

The FAO Meat Price Index also
dropped, falling by 1.4 percent in
January, as lower international
ovine, pig and poultry meat prices
outweighed an increase in bovine
meat quotations.

Meanwhile, the FAO Cereal Price
Index increased by 0.3 percent
from December but remained 6.9
percent below its January 2024
level. Wheat export prices
dropped only slightly, while maize
prices increased, partly due to
lower production and stock fore-

casts for the United States of

America.
The FAO
All Rice
Price Index
declined by
4.7 percent
in January
amid ample
exportable
| supplies.
The FAO
&2 Dairy Price
Index in-
creased by 2.4 percent from De-
cember and was up 20.4 percent
from its January 2024 level. The
rise was driven by a 7.6 percent
monthly surge in international
cheese quotations, which out-
weighed declines in butter and milk
powder prices.

New forecasts for major cereal
crops in the year ahead FAO also
released anew Cereal Supply and
Demand Brief on Friday, with fresh
insights on cropping trends in
2025.

The winter wheat planting season
in the northern hemisphere con-
cluded in January, with early indi-
cations pointing to increased

sowings in France, Germany and
the United Kingdom and a reduc-
tion in the Russian Federation, all
influenced by weather conditions.
Maize harvests in the southern
hemisphere will begin in the sec-
ond quarter of 2025, with early
indications suggesting improved
yields in Argentina and Brazil, while
record-high maize prices have
driven an increase in plantings in
South Africa.

FAO has raised its forecast for
world cereal utilization in 2024/25,
now estimated to rise by 0.9 per-
cent to 2 869 million tonnes, pri-
marily driven by higher expected
use of maize for animal feed.
World cereal stocks are now pre-
dicted to decline by 2.2 percent by
the close of seasons in 2025,
mostly due to an anticipated sig-
nificant contraction in maize stocks
in the United States of America.
The global cereal stocks-to-use
ratio in 2024/25 is expected to fall
but to still remain at a "comfort-
able level" of 29.8 percent.
International trade in cereals in
2024/25 is forecast to contract by
5.6 percent compared to the pre-
vious year to 483.5 million tonnes,
largely due to lower demand from
China for barley, maize and wheat.
FAO has also revised its forecast
for global production in 2024, low-
ering it to just under 2 841 million
tonnes, a 0.6 percent drop from
2023. The new forecast reflects a
significant reduction in maize out-
put in the United States of America,
where late-season moisture stress
curbed yields. At the same time,
official production estimates for rice
in China, Mali, Nepal and Viet
Nam have come in higher than an-
ticipated, resulting in a new global
rice output forecast of 539.4 mil-
lion tonnes in 2024/25, a 0.9 per-
cent annual increase and an all-time

high.
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“IFAD and India reinforce commitment
towards inclusive agricultural growth

Press release | 27 January 2025
New Delhi, 25 January 2025:
Donal Brown, Associate Vice-
President for Department of Coun-
try Operations at the UN's Inter-
national Fund for Agriculture De-
velopment (IFAD) concluded to-
day a four-day visit to India to meet
with authorities, visit successful
IFAD-supported projects and re-
inforce the commitment of the
UN''s international financial institu-
tion to promote inclusive and sus-
tainable agricultural growth in the
country.

"[FAD is dedicated to helping de-
velop India's rural communities by
supporting small-scale farmers to
sustainably increase their produc-
tion," said Brown. "[FAD's part-
nership with India, a global leader
in rural innovation, is a powerful
example of how collaboration can
empower rural communities and
create sustainable pathways out of
poverty," he added.

During his visit, Brown met with
Devesh Chaturvedi, Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture, Govern-
ment of India, and Manisha Sinha,
Additional Secretary, Department
of Economic Affairs, as well as
senior officials in the Maharashtra
government.

Over the past 30 years, India has
made considerable progress in re-

ducing poverty with a multidimen-
sional approach that takes into ac-
count deprivations in health, edu-
cation and living standards. Yet, 11
per cent of the population remains
multidimensionally poor. Given that
over 40 per cent of India's
workforce is still engaged in farm-
ing and related activities, investing
in rural areas is critical to reduce
poverty and improve livelihoods.

Led by Brown, the IFAD delega-
tion include Pieternel Boogard,
Managing Director for Office of

Technical Delivery, and Abde—

lkarim
“% Sma, In-
d 1 a
- Country

" Director
a.l. and
i Lead

saw first-
hand the impact of such investment.
In the western state of
Maharashtra, the delegation visited
participants of Nav Tejaswini, an
IFAD-supported project working
with rural women and their fami-
lies. This initiative aims to provide
access to finance to at least 1
million rural women. The project
encourages participants to start or
grow their businesses and provides
access to specific training.
The delegation met with female
community managers in Nagpur
and visited a processing unit for
lentils to learn how they work with
farmers. They also visited a Cen-
tre for Excellence, which is a col-
laboration between the nodal
agency for women empowerment
programs MAVIM (Maharashtra

Arthik Vikas Mahamandal), [FAD
and the Gates Foundation as part
of a Gender Transformative
Mechanism (GTM) grant to ex-
pand the scope of work of Nav
Tejaswini to gender equality and
women empowerment.

The delegation met Sujata Saunik,
Chief Secretary, Maharashtra, and
Vanadana Krishna, Secretary,
Women and Child Development,
Mabharashtra, to discuss the impact
and progress of the partnership.
"Meeting with the women of Nav
Tejaswini was special. I admire
their drive to find jobs, start busi-
nesses and build better lives for
themselves and their families. Their
success is obvious. They prove
how investing in people can trans-
form their lives. This is what em-
powerment is all about," said
Boogard.

India is a founding member of
IFAD and the partnership spans
over 45 years. India is not only
among the largest recipients of
IFAD's investments, but also a sig-
nificant contributor in terms of both
financial support and corporate
and policy engagement as a mem-
ber of IFAD's Executive Board.
IFAD's strategy for India is aligned
with the government's policy frame-
work, aiming to ensure that small-
holder food and agricultural pro-
duction systems are remunerative
and sustainable.

IFAD has supported 36 rural
projects worth US$1,521.58 mil-
lion directly impacting over 6.3
million households in India. Major
achievements of IFAD in India in-
clude helping organize grassroots
institutions to enable rural commu-
nities to manage their own devel-
opment, supporting the commer-
cialization of smallholder agricul-
ture, women empowerment and
improving livelihoods in tribal ar-
eas.
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IF:AD and Lao PDR renew longstandin com-
mitment to improving rural farmers' lives

Lao People's Democratic Republic Asia and the Pacific

Vientiane, 05 February 2025. Of-
ficials of the UN's International
Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) in Lao People's Demo-
cratic Republic (Lao PDR) met
with government stakeholders and
development partners on Tuesday

to jointly review IFAD's current
strategy for the country and lay
down the basis for future programs.
The Country Portfolio Review
(CPR) meeting was led by
Ambrosio Barros, IFAD Country
Director, Lao PDR, Deputy Min-
ister of Agriculture and Forestry
Chanthakhone Boualaphanh, and
Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN Resi-
dent Coordinator, Lao PDR, along
with IFAD staff, development part-
ners, senior government officials
and project stakeholders. IFAD
has partnered with the government
of Lao PDR since 1978 and co-
funded 17 projects worth a total
of about US$590 million.

The Deputy Minister thanked
IFAD for providing financial assist-
ance and technical support to Lao
PDR, contributing to the goal and
objectives of the 9th NSEDP (Na-
tional Socio-Economic Develop-
ment Plan) (2021-2025) as well as
the UN's Sustainable Development
Goal (SDGQG) targets.

"[FAD has been an important and
trusted partner for the Government

of Lao PDR to achieve our rural
development goals. Discussions
such as these are vital to enable
IFAD and Lao PDR to gain a
deeper understanding of how we
can work better together to face
the challenges that lie ahead, tak-

tems and farmer nutrition
centres reaching about
60,000 rural poor and near,

ing into account all achievements
and lessons learnt in the past," she
said.

At the meeting, partners evaluated
the impact of IFAD's Country Stra-
tegic Opportunities Programme
(COSOP) for Lao PDR, which
lays out IFAD's strategic objectives
and expected development results
in the country over the medium
term. [IFAD is among those fund-
ing the Partnerships for Irrigation
and Commercialization of Small-
holder Agriculture (PICSA), which
optimizes investments in irrigation
infrastructure and catchment man-
agement by building market link-
ages in over 350 villages. IFAD
also contributes to the Agriculture
for Nutrition- Phase 2 (AFN II)
project which builds on the suc-
cess of a previous programme to
encourage sustainable climate-re-

silient agriculture practices for
higher incomes and better nutrition
for rural families.

"[FAD is proud to partner with Lao
PDR, investing in rural people to
build a more prosperous nation.
Through collaborative pro-
grammes, we are empowering
communities to develop sustain-
able livelihoods and adapt to
evolving challenges," said
Ambrosio Barros. "We look for-
ward to continuing our work with
the Government of Lao PDR to
channel innovative rural finance
and climate-smart agriculture for a
brighter future for the Lao people,”
he added.

Over 60 per cent of people in Lao
PDR live in rural areas, and many
depend on agriculture for their live-
lihoods. Most farmers use tradi-
tional farming methods and lack
access to functional irrigation and
good roads. Many struggle to meet
household food requirements,
making malnutrition a critical issue.
Malnutrition levels remain high,
with a third of children under five
years of age stunted, and 40 per
cent of women found to be anae-
mic.

In the last 45 years, IFAD and the
government have built social and
economic infrastructure, such as
rural access roads, small-scale ir-
rigation systems and farmer nutri-
tion centres reaching about
360,000 rural poor and near poor
small-scale farmers at risk of food
insecurity and malnutrition. To-
gether, IFAD and the government
have provided access to produc-
tion inputs, rural finance, technical
support, new technologies and
farming practices. IFAD-funded
projects have focused on creating
jobs for young rural men and
women, leading to increased in-
comes.
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Communities power up
food security across Africa

their

Energy projects are fighting hunger - and much more

23 January 2025, Elizabeth
Bryant, Emanuel Fokou and
Gabriela Vivacqua

Mary Valesoa (L), pictured with
her mother, believes the WFP ru-
ral transformation project will make
her community self-sufficient. WFP
Mary Valesoa has seen cycles of
fierce drought grip her village of
Fenoaivo, in southern Madagas-
car. Leaves turning brown and
shrivelling. May-June sweet potato
harvests that never arrive. Children
showing signs of acute malnutrition
- and some even dying, during one
particularly harsh and unrelenting
dry spell - in a country on the front
lines of climate change.

"Our life is summed up by
drought," says Valesoa, a local
health care agent who also heads
awomen's farming association.
But today, Fenoaivo and other vul-
nerable communities across south-
ern Africa and beyond have found
an antidote: a multipronged rural
development initiative spear-
headed by the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) that delivers wa-

S\

ter, energy, connectivity and new
income sources, among many
other benefits.
s Known as the Rapid
- Rural Transformation
. initiative, it is being
, rolled out in six south-
Y ern African countries
o and elsewhere on the
- continent. The aim is
to kickstart rural de-
velopment and pro-
5 mote food security
through solar-pow-
ered pumps and irri-
_4 gation systems, skills
' training and digital
N platforms that deliver
{ education and health
care to extremely re-
=== mote rural areas.
* _ WEFP and partners are
. %~ delivering clean, sus-
© 7 tainable water solu-
tions, like this solar-powered irri-
gation scheme, to rural communi-
ties in Madagascar and beyond.
The initiative triggers other spin-
offs: from women's empowerment
to fighting deforestation and en-
riching depleted soils. It counts
among the many ways WFP is sup-
porting sustainable energy projects
across Africa that are fighting hun-
ger and powering development.
"Through the access to electricity
and water, we are empowering
communities by providing them
with all the tools and the resources
they need to face future climate
shocks in amore independent and
sustainable way," says WFP
Madagascar Resilience Officer
Federico Remonda.
Supercharging affordable power
solutions across Africa is the focus
of akey energy summit next week
in Tanzania. Gathering heads of
state, the private sector, civil soci-
ety and humanitarian partners like

WEFP, it aims to tackle the sizeable
energy deficit on the continent,
where 600 million Africans live
without power - a key roadblock
in achieving sustainable food secu-
rity and reducing hunger across the
continent.

Men set up irrigation pipes in
southern Madagascar thanks to the
WEFP rural initiative, which helps
smallholder farmers irrigate their
crops even during dry spells.
WEFP/Gabriela Vivacqua

But in Madagascar - an island na-
tion off the coast of East Africa
where roughly 7 in 10 people have
no electricity and 1.3 million face
acute hunger - WFP and our part-
ners are helping to change the en-
ergy and food security landscape.
Working with the Government in
Androy and Anosy - two of the
country's most climate-vulnerable
regions where hunger and child
malnutrition are rife - we are es-
tablishing solar hubs, internet con-
nectivity and sustainable clean wa-
ter sources for thousands of peo-
ple.

"These projects benefit the whole
community," says WFP technician
Mikendrema Avimaro, describing
araft of other paybacks, from dig-
ital classrooms, clean energy for
cooking and online health services,
to creating jobs in welding, hair-
dressing, hydroponic farming and
meat processing. "They all help."
Meeting food needs

In the Anosy region, Valesoa de-
scribes how the WFP project has
brought her community drip irriga-
tion, business training, and new
know-how in areas ranging from
raising chickens and goats, to
money management and the im-
portance of healthy diets.

Thanks to training, "I now teach
farming in my own village and have
learned where to sell our harvests,"
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she says. "So with proper training,
we will be able to meet our food
needs, even if WFP withdraws
from the project."

She describes more difficult days:
a searing 2021 drought that
brought intense hunger and malnu-
trition to her village. "Children un-
der 5 years old died," Valesoa re-
members of the worst drought to
hit southern Madagascar in 40
years. "There were six of them."
When we still kids, we had rains,
and we used only rainwater," says
another farmer, 70-year-old
Jeanette Famba. But the rains have
dried up, and "right now we use
the water fountain" or irrigation,
under the WFP initiative.

The rural transformation project is
powering up other communities
elsewhere in Africa, while also
helping them cope with a rapidly
changing climate.

In Namibia, WFP has rolled out
similar a rapid rural development
initiative in two regions, which is
delivering banking, educational,
training and job opportunities.

In Niger, WFP is tapping the sun
and sustainable biogas to establish
solar-powered pumps for farming
and drinking, and clean stoves for
home and school cooking, for
populations affected by conflict.
A farmer in Tillaberi, Niger, where
WEP is supporting solar-powered
pumps and clean stoves.

"In the past, we had to draw wa-
ter from wells, a tiring and labour-
intensive task," says farmer Zibo
Hamidou, from Niger's southwest-
ern Tillaberi region. "Today, thanks
to solar panels and motorized
pumps, we simply wait for sunrise
to start our activities."

With water available through the
year, farmers enrolled in the WFP
projects can water their crops,
even ifrains are scarce. "The trans-
formation is undeniable," Hamidou
adds.

Empowering women :

In the Democratic Republic of the

Congo, where WFP is piloting
seven rapid transformation
schemes, farmer Faustina de-
scribes the projects' multiple
paybacks for her community in
Nsele, an impoverished rural area
outside the capital, Kinshasa.
"I'have solar panels so I can read
atnight," says Faustina, who heads
awomen's association. "Thanks to
water taps WFP has installed, |
have a well that does not dry up."
In Nsele, DRC, WFP's rural trans-
formation initiative trains women
like Faustina in areas like literacy,
accounting and business skills.

She and other farmers also re-
ceived training on ways to improve
their farming practices - including
enriching depleted soils - as well
as literacy and accounting classes.
Along with building women's busi-
nesses, Faustina says, the skills are
changing their standing in commu-
nities. "Men have started to con-
sider that women have a place," she
says, "and that's what's good in our
eyes."

The initiative is also teaching com-
munities how to regenerate soils,
plant fast-growing trees and find
clean and sustainable fuel sources
that do not contribute to cutting
down forest - in a country with the
world's second-biggest rainforest.

Gaza :immediate..........

fodder to approximately 4,800
livestock holders from all
governorates of the Gaza Strip and
veterinary kits to about 2,400
herder families. On 23 January,
two trucks carrying a total of 30
tonnes of barley fodder were
loaded in Egypt and en route to
enter Gaza. Aremaining 70 tonnes
of barley are prepositioned in
Egypt, while around 2,200 tonnes
of fodder concentrate are set to
enter Gaza via Israel.

FAO is also procuring greenhouse
plastic sheets, vaccines, energy
blocks, and plastic sheds for ani-

mals. These supplies are critical to
restore food production, protect
animals and restore livelihoods.
In preparation for a smooth tran-
sition from emergency to rehabili-
tation, early recovery and recon-
struction, FAOQ is also prepared to
reactivate the field implementation
of projects put on hold due to the
conflict. This will inject around $20
million into the local economy to
support the rehabilitation efforts of
farmers, livestock herders and
fisher men and women.

The SKkills .........

Nino has taken her cheeses and
pepper jams to various exhibi-
tions, where consumers have
shown great interest in these
new products.

"The pepper jam and cheese go
well with each other," says
Nino as she recalls her experi-
ence at the Unique Georgian
Taste. This agromarket, which
FAO organizes in Tbilisi and
other cities in Georgia through
assistance from the European
Union and Sweden, supports
producers of niche and terroir
products.

Once Nino's customers tried
the combination, "they liked it
and this is how I sold cheese in
greater quantities, while those
who bought the pepper jam
once, returned to buy more."
By partnering with Nino and her
fellow Lead Farmers, FAO has
helped more than 600 women
dairy farmers to produce a
range of cheese varieties, from
caciotta to halloumi. Many of
them have started producing
these cheeses commercially.
"When a person sets a goal,"
says Nino, they must try their
best to achieve it. [ did not give
up for a single second or think
about dying when I had cancer.
I am here now because I bat-
tled my way through with work,
determination and motivation.
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