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A-dvancing land degradation .neutral.it-y
through local action and global integration

Feed, care, and protect are the
three pillars for anchoring sustain-
able land management to achieve
land degradation neutrality, ensure
food security, improve nutrition,
and promote sustainable agricul-
ture. Applying a sustainable land
use systems approach will support
the achievement of land degrada-
tion neutrality and several other
SDGs.

These were the key messages
emerging from a high-level panel
discussion at a side event on land
degradation neutrality on 5 De-
cember 2024 at UNCCD COP
16, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Annette Cowie, a senior principal
researcher and scientist at the New
South Wales Department of Pri-
mary Industries and an adjunct
professor at the University of New
England, shared insights from the
most recent report from Objective
1 of the Science Policy Interface
(SPI) of the UNCCD. The report,
"Sustainable Land Use Systems:
The Path Forward to Collectively
Achieve Land Degradation Neu-
t[aljtyﬂ

"Our aim was to provide scientific
evidence on sustainable land use
systems and their potential to
achieve land degradation neutral-
ity while supporting other sustain-

able development goals
(SDGs). This task was
assigned to us by the
COP atits previous ses-
sion," said Cowie, who
co-led the study.
Cowie noted that the
concept of sustainable
land use systems is rela-
tively new to the
UNCCD but builds on
previous SPIwork. Over
the years, the SPI has
produced several signifi-
cantreports, including the
Land Degradation Neu-
trality Conceptual
Framework, studies on sustainable
land management practices, guid-
ance on building soil organic car-
bon, and recommendations on im-
plementing integrated land use
planning. Sustainable land use sys-
tems apply these concepts with a
fresh emphasis on viewing land
within its broader landscape con-
text.

Sustainable land use systems are
defined as a dynamic mosaic of
integrated land uses within a land-
scape, designed to balance com-
peting demands while promoting
environmental sustainability, eco-
nomic viability, and social justice,
particularly for those relying on the
land for their livelihoods.

"The novelty lies in adopting a sys-
tems-level approach, focusing on
social-ecological systems, and
emphasizing local context and par-
ticipatory governance," said
Cowie, adding that their approach
is rooted in three key objectives:
Economic viability that involves
fostering market development and
enhancing productivity; environ-
mental sustainability whose key el-
ements include improving soil
health and nutrient cycling; and
social justice where the emphasis
is on community involvement and
participatory governance across all

levels. By integrating these ele-
ments, sustainable land use systems
can deliver critical outcomes, in-
cluding food security and resilience
in agricultural systems.

However, success requires an ena-
bling environment. "We recom-
mend embedding this approach
within existing land use planning
and management processes. Fur-
thermore, it must be tailored to the
specific ecological context and par-
ticipatory governance," she said.
Reflecting on science-policy inter-
faces and collective intelligence,
Patrick Caron, Vice Chair of the
CGIAR Integrated Partnership
Board, and chair of the High-Level
Panel of Experts (HLPE) on the
Committee of World Food Secu-
rity (CFS) emphasized the role of
science in shaping agendas. He
gave the example of IPCC that has
been pivotal in bringing climate
change to global attention. Simi-
larly, scientific evidence is essen-
tial for addressing desertification
and other crises.

He lamented that while decision-
makers increasingly recognize the
need for convergence, especially
as food systems intersect with eco-
nomic, environmental, and social
justice concerns, knowledge land-
scapes remain fragmented. "To-
day's crises-be it climate change,
desertification, or biodiversity loss-
are interconnected, often described
as a 'perfect storm.' Each expert
panel operates within its own con-
stituency, governance, and report-
ing structures. This fragmentation
makes it challenging to integrate
insights across sectors."

Caron reiterated the importance of
local-level initiatives that offer fer-
tile ground for learning and integra-
tion. Organizing dialogue at the lo-
cal level helps identify obstacles,
trade-offs, and costs, fostering
collective plans that integrate en-
vironmental, economic, and social
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dimensions. He cited the
Montpellier Process as amodel for
collective intelligence. "The
Montpellier Process exemplifies
efforts to stimulate dialogue and
reinforce the role of scientific com-
munities in cross-sectoral collabo-
ration. By fostering convergence
across stakeholders, sectors, and
scales, this process seeks to co-
design knowledgeable actions to
address complex crises."

(From left): Cargele Masso, Di-
rector of the CGIAR Impact Area
Platform on Environmental Health
and Biodiversity; Manon Albagnac,
a desertification project officer at
CARI and coordinator, RESAD;
Jean-Luc Schott, a soil scientist and
senior researcher at the French
Research Institute for Sustainable
Development; Annette Cowie, a
senior principal researcher and sci-
entist at the New South Wales
Department of Primary Industries
and an adjunct professor at the
University of New England. Photo
credit: CGIAR/Wandera Ojanji
Stefano Fautou, Director of the
Office of Sustainable Development
Goals at the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations and the Director of the
UN Food System Coordination
Hub elaborated on three opportu-
nities for local action in food sys-
tems areas that can create oppor-
tunities for actionable dialogue be-
tween scientists, policymakers,
and communities at the local scale.
One action is using local action as
a catalyst for systemic change.
Fautou argued that sectoral and lin-
ear approaches have proven inef-
fective in transforming food sys-
tems. "What we need is systemic
change, which must start at the lo-
cal level. This is because systemic
change thrives on field-proven so-
lutions and scalable models. Like
biological evolution, systemic
change requires a diversity of
ideas. These ideas undergo varia-
tion, selection, and application
processes, leading to the establish-

ment of institutional rules, policies,
and business models. By fostering
diverse ideas at the local level, we
can identify what works and what
doesn't, laying the foundation for
systemic transformation."

The second action area is multiple
co-benefits from local efforts. Lo-
cal initiatives offer significant op-
portunities to achieve multiple co-
benefits. For instance, local actions
addressing land degradation often
simultaneously enhance
biodiversity, improve nutrition, and
increase climate efficiency. These
efforts highlight that investments in
sustainable food systems should
not be evaluated solely based on
monetary costs. Instead, we must
consider their broader benefits.
On the third action, integrating lo-
cal needs with a global perspec-
tive, Stefano noted that address-
ing local needs requires a global
perspective that brings together
scientists, policymakers, and soci-
ety. "Creating these opportunities
necessitates a global lens to align
local actions with broader scien-
tific and policy frameworks. This
is a crucial aspect of the work be-
ing done by your institution and
others involved in fostering action-
able dialogues within the science-
policy-society interface."

Cargele Masso, Director of the
CGIAR Impact Area Platform on
Environmental Health and
Biodiversity shared key messages
from CBD COP16 on addressing
challenges at the local scale
biodiversity and sustainable food
systems. One critical issue raised
during COP16 is the need for ben-
efit and cost-sharing mechanisms
regarding the digital sequencing of
genetic information. This is espe-
cially important for smallholder
farmers in developing countries,
who often face financial constraints.
Incentives can motivate
biodiversity conservation efforts,
extending beyond genetic re-
sources to include the ecosystems
in which they evolve. The discus-

sions in Cali achieved a consensus
on providing greater visibility to
indigenous peoples and local com-
munities for their contributions to
the global biodiversity framework.
Another key point emphasized the
connection between biodiversity
and climate resilience. Sustaining
genetic diversity ensures resilience
against climate challenges, such as
droughts or pests, by maintaining
crops with different resistance
traits. However, gaps remain in
monitoring and evaluation systems.
While national-level strategies may
look robust, implementation at the
local level often falls short. Practi-
cal, user-friendly monitoring sys-
tems must be co-developed with
local communities to ensure effec-
tive biodiversity conservation and
restoration.

He further expounded on the role
of biodiversity in resilience.
"Biodiversity acts as a proxy for
resilience against land degradation
and climate change. When
biodiversity declines, it often cor-
relates with increased land degra-
dation and climate impacts. Inclu-
sive land-use planning and govern-
ance are essential for maintaining
local biodiversity. Unfortunately,
these practices often fail to achieve
their full potential. The Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework offers a new oppor-
tunity for countries to update their
National Biodiversity Strategies
and Action Plans (NBSAPs). Ad-
vocating for indigenous peoples,
marginalized groups, and local
communities to actively participate
in these updates is crucial."

The session - the Agropolis Inter-
national/French Scientific Commit-
tee on Desertification - a focus on
local scales - was moderated by
Jean-Luc Schott, a soil scientist and
senior researcher at the French
Research Institute for Sustainable
Development, a former UNCCD
SBI member and chair of the
French Scientific Committee on
Desertification.
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11 December : Policy is essential
to fostering innovations that ad-
dress pressing global challenges,
from food insecurity to environ-
mental sustainability. On Innova-
tion Day at UNCCD COP16,
Cargele Masso, CGIAR Environ-
mental Health and Biodiversity
Platform Director, joined interna-
tional leaders to explore how
policy can enable sustainable inno-
vations that meet the needs of di-
verse communities.

As the climate crisis intensifies,
technical and social innovations
must revolutionize food, land, and
water systems. However, these
transformations demand policies
that not only promote access to
innovations but also facilitate the
transition to sustainable practices.
Masso, speaking on the Main
Stage at the UNCCD COP16
Green Zone, highlighted the impor-
tance of the event's central themes:
Policy as a catalyst for sustainability
innovation; overcoming barriers in
policy implementation; and shap-
ing future policies for sustainable
innovation.

"Sustainable innovation must go
beyond boosting yields," said
Masso. "It needs to address inter-
connected challenges-ecosystem
health, economic stability, and
societal well-being." This perspec-
tive reflects a shift from traditional
agricultural research focused solely

olicy can transform co

ies and ecosystems

on productiv-
ity to solutions
that consider
biodiversity,
resource con-
servation, and
social equity.
Joost de Laat,
Managing Di-
rector of
Wageningen
University's
Social Sci-
ences Group, emphasized that in-
novation is more than just technol-
ogy: "We must consider the human
dimensions of adopting technolo-
gies and integrate them into broader,
co-created solutions."
Policy as a catalyst for collabora-
tion
One way to do this is through fund-
ing and incentivizing co-created
innovations among farmers, re-
searchers, and stakeholders. While
co-creating innovations, establish
inclusive platforms for collabora-
tion, ensuring marginalized groups
have a voice. Another way is to
support capacity sharing and tech-
nical assistance to empower all
actors in sustainability innovation.
Lastly, provide financial mecha-
nisms to scale up successful col-
laborative solutions in agriculture.
The CGIAR is implementing these
suggestions through our co-devel-
oping and co-designing research
with farmers. One example, Cli-
mate-smart villages, empowers
communities to lead experiments
that combine a range of measures
such as agroforestry, climate-smart
seeds and solar irrigation. In West
Africa, this approach has led to a
94% increase in rice yields and
boosted farmers' net incomes by
$267 per hectare.

Cargele Masso speaking on a
Policy panel in the UNCCD
COP16 Green Zone Main Stage.

m_Photo credit: CGIAR/Kristen Tam

Overcoming barriers to policy im-
plementation

Smallholder farmers often face sig-
nificant barriers in implementing soil
health practices due to limited re-
sources, knowledge gaps, and sys-
temic challenges. To overcome
these barriers and support them in
adopting sustainable innovations,
two policy interventions are essen-
tial:

1.Financial support and market
access: Incentivize sustainable
practices through improved value
chains and public-private partner-
ships.

2.Capacity building and innovation
access: Enhance technical assist-
ance and training, such as CGIAR's
Kaznet project, which uses digital
crowdsourcing to bolster
pastoralist resilience to climate
change.

Shaping the future of sustainability
innovation To align innovation with
systemic change, public-private
partnerships are crucial. However,
misaligned financing models often
impede progress. Mariana
Mazzucato, Founding Director at
UCL Institute for Innovation &
Public Purpose, underscored the
need for governments and private
entities to collaborate directly on
transformative solutions.

Masso called for a bold commit-
ment: "Governments must allocate
at least 10% of national budgets
to sustainable agriculture,
agroecology, and restoration."
Coherent policies that align pro-
ductivity with sustainability and fos-
ter accountability can drive the sys-
temic shifts needed to transform
food systems.

The insights shared at COP16
emphasize that policy is not just a
framework-it is a catalyst. By in-
vesting in collaborative, inclusive,
and forward-thinking policies, gov-
ernments and stakeholders can
unlock the full potential of sustain-
able innovation to create resilient
communities and ecosystems.
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7 December : We are thrilled to

organisers
of  this

|Organ1c World Congress 2024 A special thank you goes o the

announce the successful conclusion
of the Organic World Congress
(OWC) 2024 and the IFOAM
General Assembly. The events
were a testament to the incredible
support, dedication, and engage-
ment of our members and
attendees. We extend our heart-
felt gratitude to everyone who con-
tributed to making these gatherings
truly impactful.

As we close this chapter, we are
excited to share some of the key
outcomes and updates from these
landmark events:

We are pleased to announce that
the province of Negros Occidental
in The Philippines has been se-
lected as the host for the Organic
World Congress 2027. We ea-
gerly look forward to working with
our host to craft another inspiring
and transformative gathering for the
global organic movement.

A special message from one of our
members in the Phillipines

Meet the New World Board
IFOAM-Organics International's
General Assembly, the organiza-
tion's highest decision-making
body, has concluded with the elec-
tion of a new World Board. This
triennial gathering unites members
to shape the future of the organic
movement, approve motions, and
elect the leadership that will guide
the organization for the next three
years.?

The New World Board?

This diverse team of global lead-
ers brings exceptional expertise
and dedication to advancing or-
ganic agriculture. Together, they will
steer [FOAM-Organics Interna-
tional according to the strategic
direction set during the General
Assembly, ensuring the organiza-
tion remains at the forefront of
ecological sustainability and inno-
vation.?

Introducing the New Executive
Board?

The General Assembly also an-
nounced the new Executive Board,
tasked with operational leader-
ship:?

The Executive Board will work
closely with the Executive Direc-
tor and the World Board to imple-
ment the organization's strategic
goals.

Looking Ahead?

With the new visionary leadership
in place, [FOAM-Organics Inter-
national is ready to advance its
mission with renewed energy and
purpose.

A Memorable Milestone for
IFOAM-Organics International
The General Assembly 2024
marked yet another inspiring chap-
ter in the history of IFOAM-Or-
ganics International and the global
organic movement. Over the two
days, we witnessed the power of
collective decision-making, the di-
versity of ideas from our global
membership, and the shared com-
mitment to a sustainable and equi-
table future.

From electing a visionary new
World Board to approving motions
that will steer our work for years
to come, every moment under-
scored the strength of our shared
purpose. We also celebrated the
selection of the next host for the
Organic World Congress 2027,
setting the stage for another land-
mark event that will bring us to-
gether to advance the organic
agenda.

year's Gen-
eral As-
semblyand
J Organic
World
' Congress
for creating
.~ a space
where
meaningful
connec-
tions could
flourish. We also express our
heartfelt gratitude to our strategic
partners, including BIOFACH and
FiBL, whose unwavering support
sustains our shared mission. And
to the [IFOAM staff-thank you for
your tireless dedication, ensuring
that not just this event, but the or-
ganisation itself continues to thrive.
A Message from Ravi R. Prasad,
Executive Director

"A big thank you to all our mem-
bers for being there and believing
inus. Meeting our members for the
first time, listening to their experi-
ences and getting to hear from
them how we can serve our mem-
bership better has inspired me and
my colleagues. There is no doubt
that we are bigger than the sum of
our parts. We look forward to
heightened collaboration and ac-
tion as we move ahead implement-
ing the new Strategy. Before we
meet again at the next General As-
sembly in 2027, we will strive to
increase our engagement with our
members, improve our outreach,
seek their support in expanding our
work, our network, and our im-
pact.

This OWC and GA would not
have been successful without our
members, and my colleagues at
IFOAM-Organics International,
who toiled hard overcoming chal-
lenges and turning them into op-
portunities. They left no stone
unturned to make these events a
success.
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Rebuilding resilience in res-

tive Central Africa

In the western
town of Paoua, a
community revi-
talizes farming
and education,
with WFP sup-
port

13 December
2024, Marie
Dasylva and Ri-
chard Mbouet
In Paoua, CAR,
Simplice Beyo's
farming group
has sharply in-
creased its har-
vests, thanks to relative calm and
WEFP support.

Simplice Beyo sings in the local
Sango language as he leads some
20 women and men in harvesting
rice in the Central African Repub-
lic's northwestern town of Paoua.
Droplets of early morning dew still
cling to the green plants.

Now in his 30s, the head of a local
farming group recalls better days,
when harvests and food were
plentiful.

"Paoua used to be considered the
breadbasket of the Central African
Republic," Beyo says. "But with the
succession of conflicts, food pro-
duction has dropped drastically,
bringing hunger into our homes."
Agriculture - which employs about
80 percent of Central Africans -
counts among the many casualties
ofthe country's years-long unrest
and political upheaval. Conflict has
driven farmers and herders from
their lands, reducing food output
and deepening hunger.

Today, nearly two million people
in the country - or roughly one in
three - face high levels of acute
hunger, according to newly re-
leased expert hunger findings,
known as the Integrated Food
Security Phase Classification, or
IPC. A mix of factors explain the
food insecurity, from poverty and

A

n Repub-

?.I"'

erratic rainfall, to armed violence
that has uprooted hundreds of
thousands of people over the
years, and disrupted supply chains.
WEFP employees check crops with
Paoua's farmers, whose harvests
partly go to feeding their children
at school.

But in places like Paoua, commu-
nities are taking up farming again -
thanks to calm in parts of the coun-
try since the signing of 2019 peace
agreements. Tens of thousands of
refugees who fled CAR are return-
ing home to pick up their lives.
Paoua's residents are profiting
from the peace dividend in bigger
ways. With support from the World
Food Programme (WFP), farm
harvests from cooperatives like
Beyo's provide the raw ingredients
for WFP's first school meals ini-
tiative in the country using locally
produced food.

"With the arrival of the school can-
teen, we are seeing overcrowding
in our classrooms,' says
Betokomia 1 primary school
Headmaster Franklin Tembay-
Masseneang. School attendance
has more than doubled - from 650
five years ago to more than 1,400
pupils.

A hearty meal at Betokomia 1 pri-
mary school featuring locally sup-
plied rice and yellow beans. WFP's

school feeding initiative will soon
be extended to other schools in
Lim-Pende prefecture.

. WFP's school feeding
initiative is now set to
be replicated in three
other schools in the
larger Lim-Pende pre-
fecture where Paouais
located. For many
here, it is part of a big-
ger renaissance.

Agricultural productiv-
ity is sharply up, thanks
s to WFP-supplied im-
* proved seeds, and
farming and post-har-
vesting technology.
Beyo's own coopera-
tive, made up of more than 160
families, has mobilized to expanded
its cultivation from 3 to 35 hectares.
Along with maize, groundnuts and
beans, he and fellow farmers are
growing rice and sesame, as well
as market garden produce such as
okra, carrots, tomatoes and wa-
termelon.

That output assures the community
greater dietary diversity - and lays
the groundwork for the future. Part
ofthe cooperative's harvests ben-
efitits families. Another part is used
as a seed reserve for future har-
vests. The rest provides the WFP-
supported ingredients for
Betokomia 1's school canteen.
Education - and much more
Paoua's community is investing in
its schools in other ways. Years-
long violence, sown by a raft of
armed groups, has damaged
school infrastructure, chased away
teachers and robbed many Cen-
tral African children of an educa-
tion. At Betokomia 1 school, head-
master Tembay-Masseneang is the
only instructor with a teaching de-
gree.

Parent volunteers have been filling
the empty teaching spots. Now,
some of the profits from Beyo's
cooperative ensures they are paid.
"Thanks to (the WFP) partnership,
Continue page 34
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Frontline

World

Food Programme

10 December 2024, Maria shares
ameal with two of her daughters,
Petronila and Elena Lucrecia, at
their home in the Cocop commu-
nity of Nebaj municipality, Quiché,
Guatemala. Over 50 percent of the
smallholder farmers that WFP sup-
ports in the country are Indigenous
and over 80 percent are women.

The World Food Programme
(WFP) has a presence in over 120
countries and territories. We pro-
vide food and other assistance to
people affected by conflict, climate
change, economic crises,
pandemics and other challenges. At
the same time, we provide govern-
ments with the support and skills
to manage food security in the long
term. WFP won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2020 in recognition of our
strong advocacy for the critical role
of peace in ending hunger, and for
the use of food as a tool for peace.
Quick facts

"WFP is funded entirely by volun-
tary donations, with US$8.3 bil-
lion raised in 2023.

"We provided assistance to 152
million people in 2023.

"WEFP has over 22,500 staff, of
whom 87 percent are field based.
A global hunger crisis

The year 2024 has been another
of extreme jeopardy for millions of
people around the world struggling
to feed their families. A stream of
global crises - overlapping and es-
calating in countries and regions -
has generated an unremitting de-
mand for urgent humanitarian and
development assistance. Learn
more here about the hunger crisis.
Funding shortfall and ration cuts
While global humanitarian needs
are skyrocketing, funding is failing
to keep pace. This has forced
WFP - and other organizations -
to scale back assistance and
refocus on the most severe needs.

It is also getting harder for our
teams to do their work, with hu-
manitarian access restricted by
conflict.

The year 2025 is projected to be
one of unrelenting humanitarian
needs, driven by escalating con-
flicts and climate and economic
shocks. WFP needs US$16.9 bil-
lion to address the humanitarian
needs of 123 million vulnerable
people in 2025, as detailed in the
WEFP 2025 Global Outlook.
Main areas of work
Emergency response and prepar-
edness

We respond to emergencies
caused by conflict, climate shocks,
pandemics and other disasters. We
coordinate responses to large-
scale emergencies on behalf of the
wider humanitarian community, as
lead agency of the Logistics Clus-
ter and the Emergency Telecom-
munications Cluster. We further
work with partners to provide early
warning and help communities
lessen the impact of looming dis-
asters. Learn more here about the
emergencies we are currently tack-
ling.

"Each day WFP has up to 5,000
trucks, 132 aircraft and 20 ships
on the move, delivering food and
other assistance.

Climate action

WEFP works with governments and
humanitarian partners to respond
to an increasing number of climate-

related disasters, which wipe out
crops, disrupt markets and destroy
infrastructure such as roads and
bridges. At the same time, we take
pre-emptive action including re-
storing degraded ecosystems that
serve as shields against disasters.
Forecast-based Financing allows
families to buy food, reinforce their
homes and take other steps to build
resilience ahead of climate disas-
ters.

"WFP aims to empower 23 mil-
lion people to build resilience
against climate-related and other
shocks in 2025.

Ending malnutrition
Sustainable development is only
possible in communities where
malnutrition is eradicated. WFP's
work goes beyond emergency in-
terventions to address all forms of
malnutrition, including vitamin and
mineral deficiencies, and over-
weight and obesity. We address
malnutrition from the earliest
stages, targeting the first 1,000
days from conception to a child's
second birthday. We provide ac-
cess to healthy diets, with a focus
on young children, pregnant and
breastfeeding women, and people
living with HIV.

"WFP supported 27 million
women and children with measures
to prevent and treat malnutrition in
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the first 1,000 days of life, during
2023.

School-meal programmes
WEFP is the largest humanitarian
organization implementing school-
meal programmes, which improve
children's nutrition and health, while
also increasing access to a poten-
tially life-changing education.
Home-grown school feeding
sources food from millions of
smallholder farmers, increasing
their incomes and boosting local
economies. WFP is secretariat of
the School Meals Coalition, with
over 100 governments and nearly
140 organizations working for
every child to receive a healthy,
nutritious school meal by 2030.
"WEFP provided nutritious school
meals, take-home rations or
snacks to 21.4 million schoolchil-
dren in 61 countries in 2023.
Supporting smallholder farmers
Smallholder farmers produce most
of the world's food and are critical
in achieving a zero-hunger world.
WEFP's support ranges from busi-
ness-skills training to post-harvest
management, to opening up access
to finance and roads to markets.

" WEP bought 90,000 metric
tons of food from smallholder
farmers in 24 countries for our
operations in 2023, worth US$56
million, boosting their livelihoods
and injecting cash into local econo-
mies.

Resilience building

WEP's early-warning and prepar-
edness systems allow governments
to prevent or respond quickly to
crises. We help develop national
capacities to manage disaster risk
through approaches such as
weather insurance. Our work in-
cludes vulnerability analysis and
mapping, as well as support to
governments' social protection sys-
tems such as cash transfers. WFP's
Food Assistance for Assets pro-
gramme sees people receive food
or cash to meet immediate food
needs, which frees up their time for
work on community assets and

livelihood resources.

"WEFP plans to support the reha-
bilitation of 3 million hectares of
degraded land by 2030, under the
Climate and Resilience Investment
Pipeline.

Cash assistance

WEP is the largest cash provider
in the humanitarian community.
Cash allows for increased choices
and diet diversity for people, while
boosting smallholder production,
retail and the financial sector
through increased spending and
trade. It is also an effective means
of giving more economic power to
food-insecure women.

"WEFP transferred US$2.9 billion
in cash-based transfers and com-
modity vouchers (which are re-
deemed for specific items) in 76
countries in 2023, reaching 51.6
million people.

Capacity building

WEFP shares skills and knowledge
with public, private and civil soci-
ety organizations who are pivotal
to sustaining national policies and
programmes. We are building gov-
ernments' and other partners' ca-
pacities to manage disaster risk and
improve food security, while also
investing in the aforementioned
early-warning and preparedness
systems.

"In 2023, WFP supported 58

countries in becoming better pre-
pared for, and more able to re-
spond to, emergencies, through
development and training related to
preparedness and response sys-
tems.

Digital innovation

New technologies and innovation
help drive WFP's work to achieve
zero hunger. WFP's Munich-based
Innovation Accelerator sources
new ideas, pilots projects and im-
plements high-impact innovations,
by connecting them with WFP's
global network and field opera-
tions.

The Accelerator reached 60.7 mil-
lion people across 70 countries and
territories in 2023, working with a
network of WFP country offices
and regional bureaux, innovation
hubs and partners.

UNHAS

WEFP Aviation manages the only
UN-mandated air transport serv-
ice, the United Nations Humani-
tarian Air Service (UNHAYS),
which allows humanitarian staffand
cargo to reach the world's most
remote and challenging locations.
"UNHAS transported more than
388,000 humanitarian staff and
4,800 metric tons of cargo in
2023, ensuring that 647 organiza-
tions could reach over 437 remote
and hard-to-reach destinations.

Rebbuilding .......

we were able to raise 1.5 million
CFA francs," or roughly
US$2,400, says Beyo, a father of
14, who has children at Betokomia
1 primary. "And with this money,
we were able to pay the salaries
of the parent-teachers."

Pelagie Homdoyote's three chil-
dren also attend the primary
school. Her family, which recently
returned home after 12 years in
exile in Cameroon, is struggling to
make ends meet.

"On the days when [ work, [ earn
abit of money and have enough to
cook for my children," she says.

"But sometimes I earn nothing and
I rely on the school so my children
can eat," thanks to the WFP-sup-
ported meals.

For other children too, Betokomia
1's hearty meals of rice, peas and
other vegetables, are sometimes
their only food for the day. But
headmaster Tembay-Masseneang
lists other paybacks.

"When children come to collect
their school meal, they get an edu-
cation," he says. "All this helps the
country to move forward."
France is supporting WFP's work
to strengthen food and nutritional
resilience in CAR's Lim Pende Pre-
fecture.
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IFAD Nepal launch rural
food productlon production

food imports. The food import bill
is 78 times higher than 20 years
ago, according to some estimates.
The government's Agriculture De-

Press release | 11 December 2024
Regional Communications Officer,
Asia and the Pacific.
Rome/Kathmandu, 11 December
2024 - The UN's
International Fund
for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD)
and the Govern-
ment of Nepal
signed a US$120
million eight-year
agreement that be-
came effective last
month to help over
a quarter million =
people living on
small-scale farms
transition towards
commercial and agroecological
farming. The Resilient High-Value
Agricultural Programme (R-
HVAP) will introduce new meth-
ods to increase food production for
60,000 small-scale farming fami-
lies in 80 palikas (municipalities)
across Lumbini, Karnali, and
Sudurpashchim provinces.
"R-HVAP s a critical investment
in Nepal's future," said Roshan
Cooke, IFAD Country Director,
Nepal. "By supporting the transi-
tion to sustainable and profitable
agroecological agriculture, R-
HVAP will not only improve food
security and nutrition for vulnerable
populations, but also strengthen
the resilience of Nepal's food sys-
tems and generate foreign ex-
change," he added.

Agriculture remains critical to Ne-
pal's economy, with a large rural
population dependent on it for in-
come and food. Two-thirds of Ne-
pal's population are engaged in ag-
riculture, contributing approxi-
mately a quarter of the national
GDP. Nepal achieved lower-mid-
dle-income country status in 2020,
and now faces potential food se-
curity and sovereignty challenges
due to its increasing reliance on

velopment Strategy (2015-2035)
recognizes this challenge and aims
to create "a self-reliant, sustain-
able, competitive, and inclusive
agricultural sector that drives eco-
nomic growth, and contributes to
improved livelihoods and food and
nutrition security leading to food
sovereignty."

Recent shocks like COVID-19
and increasing climate change have
further exposed the vulnerabilities
of Nepal's food systems. R-HVAP
will help farmers to adopt market-
oriented agroecological practices
through five-year, locally devel-
oped plans; training in financial
management and business skills (in-
cluding special agroecology ap-
prenticeships for young agricultural
trainees); supporting producer or-
ganisations to graduate to profes-
sional operations; and developing
an ecosystem of micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises
(MSMEs ).

A significant component is the con-
struction of the estimated US$40
million state-of-the-art Semlar Ag-
ricultural Regional Wholesale Mar-
ket in the city of Butwal for fruit,
vegetables, cereals, and other
commodities. Itis strategically lo-

cated within a 20-minute drive to
the Gautam Buddha International
Airport and about 40 km from the
Indian border. The market will im-
prove the ability of smallholders to
reach both domestic and export
markets efficiently and at competi-
tive prices.
R-HVAP will also
support the devel-
. opment of small-
scale irrigation
systems, water
{ storage facilities,
post-harvest
processing facili-
ties, and renew-
able energy tech-
&= nologies.

= Of the total pro-
. gramme cost of

US$120.9 million,

IFAD is contributing US$70.93
million, while the Government of
Nepal is contributing US$24.6
million. Provincial and local gov-
ernments will contribute US$2.02
million and producer organizations
and project participants will add
US$20.87 million of their own
funds. MSMEs will also contrib-
ute US$2.56 million.
Nepal was one of the first coun-
tries to benefit from IFAD's finan-
cial support, beginning in 1978.
IFAD's strategy in Nepal supports
the development policies and pro-
grammes of the government and as
such, invests in smallholder agricul-
ture, poverty alleviation, and re-
dressing inequality and social
marginalization. [FAD has focused
its work particularly in the hill and
mountain areas, where poverty lev-
els are high and access to infra-
structure, services and markets is
extremely limited.
To date, IFAD has supported 22
rural development projects in Ne-
pal worth US$854 million, of which
it has contributed US$409 million,
reaching nearly 1.1 million families,
thus significantly reducing rural

poverty.
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Rome, 2 December - The UN's
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) calls for ur-
gent investments to empower
small-scale farmers to tackle land
degradation and desertification,
and contribute to safeguard the
planet's food security, climate and
ecosystems, as the sixteenth Con-
ference of the Parties (COP16) of
the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification starts in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, today.
Land degradation is advancing at
an astonishing rate across all re-
gions, making it one of the world's
most pressing problems. But an
abundance of healthy and fertile
soil is the foundation of agriculture
and a safe and prosperous future.
Up to 40 per cent of the world's
land is degraded today, affecting
half of humanity. Land degradation
and desertification affect in particu-
lar small-scale farmers from devel-
oping countries who produce one-
third of the world's food and are
essential to the food security of
their communities, their nations and
the planet.

"The planet loses fertile land
equivalent to the size of Uganda
every single year," said Alvaro
Lario, the President of IFAD,
ahead of the event. "We need to
urgently invest to reverse this de-
cline and restore millions of hec-
tares to protect our climate,
biodiversity, and food supplies."
Estimates show that the benefits
from investments in restorative and
sustainable land management prac-
tices can be huge. Every US$1 in-
vested in restoration generates up
to US$30 in economic returns.
Also, enhancing healthy soils can
offset between 5 and 20 per cent
of global emissions while boosting
food security.

Yet, global and domestic financing
for rural areas and farming in de-
veloping countries falls short of
answering their needs. For exam-
ple, small-scale farmers receive
less than 1 per cent of global cli-

COP16: With investmen-t,

small-scale farmers

mate finance,
representing
about US$5 bil-
lion per year.
According to
IFAD, the fi-
nancing gap is
estimated at
USS$75 billion
per year.

"We not only
need more
funding for food systems, but also
smarter funding," Lario said. "It is
only by mobilizing private sector
finance that we build more resil-
ient and sustainable agrifood sys-
tems. Nature is a common good,
and investing inits long-term viabil-
ity delivers returns, both economic
and societal."

At COP16, IFAD will highlight the
consequences of the lack of invest-
ment in food security, overcoming
poverty and increasing stability.
Desertification and drought
threaten the livelihoods of an esti-
mated 1.5 billion people world-
wide. Small-scale farmers' food
production is essential for eco-
nomic stability in many developing
countries where agriculture drives
GDP. In addition to the human and
economic costs, land degradation
and climate change could force up
to 700 million people to migrate by
2050. Every 5 per cent loss of
gross domestic product (GDP) is
associated with a 12 per cent in-
crease in the likelihood of violent
conflict.

Recognizing the
interconnectedness of land degra-
dation and climate change, and in
response to the growing emergency
to take climate action, IFAD is
boosting its spending to support
climate action, including nature-
based solutions and restoration,
from 25 per cent of its Programme
Over its last two project cycles, 60

Pl P

per cent of IFAD's portfolio has
implemented agroecological prac-
tices that boost productivity while
preserving natural resources.

In 2024, IFAD joined the Vision
for Adapted Crops and Soils
(VACS) movement to further
boost climate adaptation funding
and empower small-scale farmers.
By restoring soil health, promoting
climate-resilient crops, and en-
hancing decision-making through
participatory approaches, VACS
directly addresses the needs of cli-
mate-affected farmers.

Halting desertification and deterio-
rating soil quality is the focus of
COP16 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
from 2 to 13 December 2024. It
will be the largest UN land con-
ference to date, where participants
will work to mobilize funding and
investments to restore degraded
land and boost drought resilience
for the benefit of people and planet.
Press release?

IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24?billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.
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