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LT ARG 9F TR &l |
AT BT JUTEAHT TRFRIT T
FT ar fawir Sffaeprarsa gumer g1
A A |

AYTAAT JIHT AGIATE & Taf
AF Aqfbrs I IR Tei TR
qAITHT AP & 8T 7

qfedl 2T T FTAATT TR ATRAT
Al FHET &1 | A EEl "AA™"
FAaare ffraee &1 T STHe =AfTH
T AEAF B, | AT TPl ATHAT
TATS qel ATIANIHI0 AT o
T S, | BTATET godl ol 9T
fF I &g | UZaT 3@ R §
AT AT AR G | ShE AFR AR
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& B A YI&T FHT AT GiRaqTel
T afgell A HiTemg T 3 |
F AT UIH T | e ATHl
B | TPl GIAEEHT T ATAR] |
fewTeret feSaT o e” qve g | AefEd
qraTfs, ATHGE qT9R BT G |
afecdeie AFTeRl AT JATg g
T UA | T AGH IS TT TS
AT g1 9+ foEr, @ afq WA

AT e 9 Ugar qHen A
TR B | AP qEeT FFIAEE I
T ATRTHN AT FATERT &5, | SEHT
Gl ®hd T 93, w9 @A
MU, AT 9 Wl hIaEEH awar
FHiT ATHRT ST, TIET ST, T TG
GTATHT ATITHT FTHLT =T TUHr
T | fEaTaTs I TR B, | AR
FT AT G g freaafy uge
GreAdl HERIG ATAT, XA @IAH!

GATS T Teh, W T[T Fa el
BTed, FH FHT qUEA A AT STl
ATl Tekelel A T Fa srarear afe
EE | AR TAGHT AT f9aehT T9TE%el
faToT e STAam aRaaaa T et
TIel AFTIRIN T | AT ATARONETATS
SHIRIRATIA® FEAT T8 A
qfvadaars AT TE AE IS |
gafavefia gfrorrg g WY
ftRegae TR M T IS | ATH
FATNT FHTSTHT TeehT (= STHT T@Tel
or W A e fewrta
AT AR T, AT T
FHEL T TG I AN | T3l
AT T&T, AT TETHT AT
TET AT 91T ATGATT STeAATicTen!
JHIAH ATATATS TIET FTHT
fReTuR ST a9 TR 99 ToRb 9i
TET (ARTE HH TH T 9 fod
I T g T g |

ggiarg ®&fw ot fawet Towr
ufq fafrms 1 s afq @ @
faya®r gra gursdiarg sgrd?
FAGIT® TTAT AW T
g9 HASH AMCAIATS F I
T AT ASE A AT FasiT
qTH B | AIATE GarsT T

HER(q! [T gar @ qRe, @y
T ATYFCTT TOMEATHT AHEAT FasTaT
TH E78 | qgal ATaedrs Hal
Gre YIEATH TaAHFH AT Hichreg
T T JHATE FE SIS Alehra,
grg IATEd  YUITEle, HIOAT Hid
JRTET TehT B T HT G g ae
g3 | favasr amr feam aivarer
F@IT 50 JIqeTd @ @ | 9o giqerd
AT del @A ATYAT IAEsel
FEAIT i@ ® g | faar Qoo
gfqeraar AT9R gq 30 gfqeraes
EIRIETAAT AT FFIAT,
AT Tl dMavg, | TE Jearad
AR @TATH Tgo FTAT (harTeh!
qfeaE T [ g fF 8 | agare
AT AT T Abehl T o o
qY 99 2 TEs |

F T T AR, fERT, AT
T el i @ quTeTaTs qRiEd
T T, faaeor gorretrars @araeir
FEANT qATI 9el g A~ dFe, |
geia faxawor wfeqsr sredqof
fa=ry suwm TANTH | AT
AR HAT TEEEAF  ATEaATd
FAATTETS  ATRATS  ATRATTAT

T ITMET & TR 99 FHITTS
FAA B WTH G 7

ferearar STeEe FRIST &g el
ERIERA] T B | (e @rar
Teh AT TTHT B, | THIAR IR
TOHT Fdqarg akadad ga a@rd
JATEAHT qATATS TSTTHT T 9
FHifae sager aig, ar 2 Fal
FRUEEH =/ @R ATYfTAT
IR TG, I T, AT A &1 | ThA
JUITCATERT @I YUl AEh(qa® e

ghee ATTH T 6 T 7 TAHT
T B G 7

Aqfeel UPedll THIAT & &1 99 =T8T
i ey TR ATRAT Hiters
TETI, NI TGH AT AR
qUHI (@7 | HIATT ATTITHT
qgfAF RTeATH TBAT Erar, fava
I Gl @ A~ ARG | AT
fagior wuer Hifq, wsae fauswr

Tl FATTURO, IO AT
q'l—:‘i' TFRICHE ¥ ARRICHE AT
afe fa=m T 9w | ATt femredt, gerer
T AT TS 9% Fearar
TUTTE T TR SHFARATHT T | &%
EARAAT Gl T AT AT B |
(TTERATUE AT A= GFeAG U
B | Gl A ATHTs e fad
THH FTAET [AHT TTH A |
SHET FROT ATGATHT TASMTES
Fitrare fazarind g1 Wal B |
JETel Tl Hecdqul 21 ISS AT |
(UTRETATTE) A=ROTRT & Al |
MEas] R34 38 @Hes A |
B | AU AIERA AT [h T
feus St o, 7

e feua sear afq faanfsra & fe
A AT, | [hTa Uehilar Saaanas
FHT T A HTAHRA AT AT ATSTAT
AT QRERTTT FTAT TIT ATfee TLeh
FEROHT STAT T T TATSH
FAIAT ATTHT B, | JETEXITHT ATNT aAfeet
FITTT ATAGEHT T AIST AfA
TR G | a7 LAV FLT ATTHI
| RO ST HIER R ATTh
G | &St R wauE G |
AR T ATIRIT ATTH G |
AT AR H9T WIPRA Gl TR,
ferdrer @i T gt AT 2T 2T | AT
AFTI FHea | THET TUHT EHATSl AT
IS ATGaATdT AASANAH BT
SRS =T af ATET 9ET AR &
foF w1 aiepT T o9 fauar B o
FIHT Gebl del faug @A wq
AfAieerg = 7

FTH AT WY 97 ferebro T 27 |
T T G | AGT, B A
AT T SISATs Al adrs &
TG T WA TR A TS, | ABIhT
ATy A= AT 9T ETHT TR 14
7 fguar ararfea wfuarg smmfe
TR | AGNGT BT FATG TILhT
T AN fageR! W& ¥ fasr T
JUTATATE FRTUY TS |

FEanlT @ IRl AR
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-Ban Golden Rice, Ban GMOs: Toward- A
People Led Biosaftety Framework and
G enuine Food Sovereignty

August 8, 2025
by MASIPAG National Office

"MASIPAG and Stop Golden
Rice Network once again register
our collective resistance to corpo-
rate-led genetically modified or-
ganisms (GMOs) and their grow-

ing encroachment on our farms,
seeds, and food systems. This day
is not simply a remembrance of the
historic action of more than 400
farmers in Bicol that decisively up-
rooted the highly dangerous
Golden Rice in their community,
but a continuation of a movement
that asserts the right of the people
to define and control their own
food and agriculture.

The struggle against Golden Rice
is part of a larger movement for
food sovereignty, ecological jus-
tice, and national dignity. We be-
lieve that science and technology
must serve the people, not the
profits of a few. We believe that
knowledge and seeds must remain
in the hands of those who feed the
nation. We believe that our future
lies not in laboratories owned by
corporations, but in the fields cul-
tivated by farmers, the wisdom of
communities, and the collective
defense of our right to define our
food and agriculture systems."

On this 12th International Day of

Action Against Golden Rice,
MASIPAG and Stop Golden Rice
Network once again register our
collective resistance to corporate-
led genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) and their growing en-
croachment on our farms, seeds,
and food systems. This day is not

assert the need to once
and for all genuinely
ban Golden Rice and all

GMOs and gene-edited
crops in agriculture and

simply a remembrance of the his-
toric action of more than 400 farm-
ers in Bicol that decisively uprooted
the highly dangerous Golden Rice
in their community, but a continua-
tion of a movement that asserts the
right of the people to define and
control their own food and agri-
culture.

Golden Rice, which has long been
promoted as a technofix solution
to the deeply rooted problem of
malnutrition, represents more than
just a single genetically engineered
crop. It is emblematic of a broader
strategy that displaces community-
based and farmer-led solutions in

favor of top-down, profit-driven
interventions. The development
and promotion of Golden Rice are
tied to a global architecture of con-
trol that privileges corporate pat-
ents and scientific monopolies over
local knowledge, biodiversity, and
farmer autonomy.
In the Philippines,
this imposition
was made possible
R by a deeply com-
el D r o m i s e d
Sl biosafety system.
I The regulatory
@l process  that
B should have en-
Rl sured rigorous
IR scientific evalua-
B tion and public
accountability
has, instead, consistently prioritized
the interests of biotech corpora-
tions and their institutional back-
ers. Rather than serving as a safe-
guard for ecological integrity and
public health, biosafety in the Phil-
ippines has functioned as a mecha-
nism for facilitating the entry of
GMGOs into our fields and food sys-
tems. Risk assessments are con-
ducted by institutions with clear
interests in promoting genetic en-
gineering, while affected commu-
nities are excluded from meaning-
ful and serious participation. This
system cannot be considered cred-
ible if it systematically favors ap-
proval over precaution, and if it si-
lences the very stakeholders whose
lives are most affected by these
technologies.
The Philippine Court of Appeals'
decision in April 2024 to revoke
the biosafety permit for the com-
mercial propagation of Golden
Rice was a significant and hard-
fought legal milestone. The ruling
affirmed what many in the scien-
tific and farming communities have
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long argued: that the state failed to
ensure that proper, independent,
and participatory risk assessments
were conducted. This decision also
exposed the structural flaws of the
current biosafety regime, which
lacks transparency, coherence, and
democratic accountability.

Yet despite the clear legal ruling,
Golden Rice continues to be ac-
tively promoted by various govern-
ment institutions, both in policy and
in practice. Promotional cam-
paigns, official statements, and sell-
ing and display in public markets
and government-led fairs suggest
a blatant disregard for the court's
decision and the public will. This
reveals not only the weakness of
our regulatory enforcement but also
the deep entrenchment of GMO
interests within state agencies. In-
stead of aligning with the precau-
tionary principle, these actions un-
dermine the legitimacy of our
democratic institutions and endan-
ger public health and ecological
sustainability.

Globally, the situation reflects a
similar pattern. While international
instruments such as the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety recognize
the right of countries to regulate
GMOs, the practical implementa-
tion of such safeguards remains
weak and fragmented. The influ-
ence of powerful multinational cor-
porations, coupled with the in-
creasing complexity of new genetic
engineering techniques such as
gene editing, has made it difficult
for communities to assert meaning-
ful control over biosafety decisions.
As aresult, public regulatory insti-
tutions often serve the needs of in-
dustry rather than those of the peo-
ple.

The continued advancement of
Golden Rice and other GMOs di-
verts attention and resources away
from systemic solutions to hunger
and malnutrition. Issues such as
landlessness, declining public sup-
port for sustainable agriculture, and
lack of access to diverse, nutrient-

rich food are sidelined in favor of
technical quick-fixes. In contrast,
farmer-led agroecology, seed sav-
ing, and community-based nutrition
programs have demonstrated their
effectiveness in addressing both
food insecurity and ecological deg-
radation.

It is in this context that MASIPAG
and Stop Golden Rice Network
demand the genuine banning of
Golden Rice and all genetically
modified crops and products in the
Philippines. We call for the imme-
diate overhaul of the current
biosafety framework and its re-
placement with one that genuinely
serves the interests of the public.
A people-led biosafety system
must be grounded in the precau-
tionary principle, rooted in demo-
cratic participation, and guided by
independent science free from cor-
porate influence.

On this occasion, we assert the
need to once and for all genuinely
ban Golden Rice and all GMOs
and gene-edited crops in agricul-
ture and food systems. End the
collusion between regulatory agen-
cies and corporate biotech inter-
ests. Build a people-led biosafety
system that upholds transparency,
scientific independence, and the
precautionary principle and like-
wise, invest in farmer-led
agroecology as long-term solutions
to hunger, malnutrition, and climate
instability.

The struggle against Golden Rice
is part of a larger movement for
food sovereignty, ecological jus-
tice, and national dignity. We be-
lieve that science and technology
must serve the people, not the
profits of a few. We believe that
knowledge and seeds must remain
in the hands of those who feed the
nation. We believe that our future
lies not in laboratories owned by
corporations, but in the fields cul-
tivated by farmers, the wisdom of
communities, and the collective
defense of our right to define our
food and agriculture systems.

1
First _ Nepal
Youth Farmers
Cam and

Agrilympics
(YFCA) "

Kathmandu july 21-23, Nepal

The First Nepal Young Farmers
Camp and Agrilympics (YFCA)
was held from 21-23 July 2025,
in Kathmandu, Nepal. The event

Corn Husking and Corn
Kernel Dropping Contest,

gathered young peasants and farm-
ers from across the country to
champion youth participation in ag-
riculture and call for youth-friendly
policies, including better access to
profitable agri-markets.
Organized by the National Peas-
ants Coalition APFP
Nepal/ANPFa and NACCFL-
national implementing agencies of
the APFP-FO4A program-to-
gether with CTCF Nepal and the
National Land Rights Forum
(NLRF), the YFCA served as a
vibrant platform for learning, shar-
ing, and advocacy.

The event featured interactive com-
petitions or agrilympics like the
Corn Husking and Corn Kernel
Dropping Contest, a Product Ex-
hibit where young farmers proudly
showcased their produce, and a
Photo Contest that highlighted
youth in action, agroecology, and
empowerment. During the
Agroecology Farm Group Draw-
ing activity, participants visualized
their vision for sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient farming systems.
Continue .... 30 page
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UN agencies warn key food and nutrition in-
dicators exceed famine thresholds in Gaza

29  July 2025 NEW
YORK/ROME - Gaza faces the
grave risk of famine as food con-
sumption and nutrition indicators
have reached their worst levels
since the conflict began, accord-
ing to data shared in the latest In-
tegrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) Alert.

The IPC Alert highlights that two
out of the three famine thresholds
have now been breached in parts
of'the territory, with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the United
Nations World Food Programme
(WFP) and UNICEF warning that
time is running out to mount a full-
scale humanitarian response.
Relentless conflict, the collapse of
essential services, and severe limi-
tations on the delivery and distri-
bution of humanitarian assistance
imposed on the UN have led to
catastrophic food security condi-
tions for hundreds of thousands of
people across the Gaza Strip.
Food consumption - the first core
famine indicator - has plummeted
in Gaza since the last [IPC Update
in May 2025. Data shows that
more than one in three people (39
per cent) are now going days ata
time without eating. More than
500,000 people - nearly a quarter
of Gaza's population - are endur-
ing famine-like conditions, while the
remaining population is facing
emergency levels of hunger.
Acute malnutrition - the second
core famine indicator - inside Gaza
has risen at an unprecedented rate.
In Gaza City,?malnutrition levels
among children under five have
quadrupled in two months, reach-
ing 16.5 per cent. This signals a
critical deterioration in nutritional
status and a sharp rise in the risk
of death from hunger and malnu-
trition.

Acute malnutrition and reports of
starvation-related deaths - the third

pening of crossings, hu-
manitarian aid entering
Gaza is barely a trickle
of what a population of
over two million people
needs every month.

core famine indicator - are increas-
ingly common but collecting robust

dataunder

current circumstances in Gaza re-
mains very difficult as health sys-
tems, already decimated by nearly
three years of conflict, are collaps-
ing.

"Gaza is now on the brink of a full-
scale famine. People are starving
not because food is unavailable,
but because access is blocked,
local agrifood systems have col-
lapsed, and families can no longer
sustain even the most basic liveli-
hoods," said FAO Director-Gen-
eral QU Dongyu. "We urgently
need safe and sustained humani-
tarian access and immediate sup-
port to restore local food produc-
tion and livelihoods - this is the only
way to prevent further loss of life.
The right to food is a basic human
right."

"The unbearable suffering of the

people of Gaza is already clear for
the world to see. Waiting for offi-
cial confirmation of famine to pro-
vide life-saving food aid they des-
perately need is unconscionable,"
said Cindy McCain, WFP Execu-
tive Director. "We need to flood
Gaza with large-scale food aid,
immediately and without obstruc-
tion, and keep it flowing each and
every day to prevent mass starva-
tion. People are already dying of
malnutrition and the longer we wait

to act, the higher the death toll will
rise."

As of July 2025, over?320,000
children, the entire population un-
der five in the Gaza Strip, are at
rik of acute malnutrition, with thou-
sands suffering from?severe acute
malnutrition, the deadliest form of
undernutrition.?Essential nutrition
services have collapsed with infants
lacking access to safe water,
breastmilk substitutes, and thera-
peutic feeding.

In June, 6,500 children were ad-
mitted for treatment for malnutri-
tion, the highest number since the
conflict began. July is tracking even
higher, with 5,000 children admit-
ted in just the first two
weeks.?With fewer than 15 per-
cent of essential nutrition treatment
services currently functional, the
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risk of malnutrition-related deaths
among infants and young children
is higher than ever before.
"Emaciated children and babies are
dying from malnutrition in Gaza,"
said UNICEF Executive Director
Catherine Russell. "We need im-
mediate, safe and unhindered hu-
manitarian access across Gaza to
scale up the delivery of life-saving
food, nutrition, water and medi-
cine. Without that, mothers and
fathers will continue to face a par-
ent's worst nightmare, powerless
to save a starving child from a con-
dition we are able to prevent."
Despite a partial reopening of
crossings, humanitarian aid enter-
ing Gazais barely a trickle of what
a population of over two million
people needs every month. Just
to cover basic humanitarian food
and nutrition assistance needs in
Gaza, more than 62,000 tons of
life-saving aid is required every
month. Restarting commercial food
imports are also critical to provide
dietary diversity with fresh fruits,
vegetables, dairy products, and
proteins such as meat and fish.
Additionally, the lack of fuel, wa-
ter and other vital aid continues to
undermine efforts to prevent fam-
ine and deaths among children.
The agencies welcome the recent
new commitments to improve the
operating conditions for humanitar-
ian organizations, including the im-
plementation of humanitarian
pauses and hope these measures
will allow for a surge in urgently
needed food and nutrition assist-
ance to reach hungry people with-
out further delays.

The UN agencies also reiterate
their urgent calls for:

o An immediate and sustained
ceasefire, to stop the killing, allow
for the safe release of hostages and
further enable lifesaving humanitar-
ian operations.

o Sustained safe and unimpeded
humanitarian access, for the mass
influx of assistance via all available
crossings, and to deliver food, nu-

trition supplies, critical water, fuel,
and medical assistance to families
in need across Gaza.

o Urgent need to get commercial
traffic flowing into Gaza by reviv-
ing commercial supply chains to re-
store local markets. The protec-
tion of civilians and aid workers,
alongside the restoration of essen-
tial services, in particular health,
water and sewage infrastructures.
o Investment in the recovery of
local food systems, including the
revitalization of bakeries, markets
and rehabilitation of agriculture.

Notes for editors:

Access the IPC alert here.

*The Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification (IPC) is an
innovative multi-partner
initiative?for?improving food secu-
rity and nutrition analysis and de-
cision-making. By using
the?IPC?classification and analyti-
cal approach, Governments, UN
Agencies, NGOs, civil society and
other relevant actors, work to-
gether to determine the severity
and magnitude of acute and chronic
food insecurity, and acute malnu-
trition situations in a country, ac-
cording to internationally-recog-
nised scientific standards. Find out
more?here

The FAO Director-General's
quote was incorporated into the
press release post the initial distri-
bution.?

The Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) is a specialized
agency of the United Nations that
leads international efforts to defeat
hunger. Our goal is to achieve food
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security for all and make sure that
people have regular access to
enough high-quality food to lead
active, healthy lives.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change.

UNICEF, the United Nations
agency?for?children, works to
protect the rights of every child,
everywhere, especially the most
disadvantaged children and in the
toughest places to reach. Across
more than 190 countries and terri-
tories, we do whatever it takes to
help children survive, thrive, and
fulfil their potential.and a viable
livelihood, while promoting lead-
ership, cooperation, and
sustainability through interactive
competitions, skills workshops,
and knowledge sharing activities.
First Nepal

The Young Farmers Camp and
Agrilympics (YFCA) aims to em-
power rural youth by showcasing
that farming can be innovative, fun,
The YFCA is made possible
through the support of the APFP-
FO4A program, co-financed by
the European Union (EU) and the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), and imple-
mented by the consortium Asian
Farmers' Association for Sustain-
able Rural Development (AFA)
and La Via Campesina (LVC).
Click here to now more about
YFCA

Radio Program Production Workshop

UNESCO DHfSice in Kathmasdu
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-Centre to release Rs 3
Insurance to 30 lakh

by natural disasters

Aug 11,2025,09:05:00 AM IST
Synopsis

The Central government is set to
release 73,200 crore as the first
installment of the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, benefiting ap-
proximately 30 lakh farmers af-
fected by natural disasters. Insur-
ance companies will face a 12%
interest penalty for delayed pay-
ments, directly benefiting farmers.
The Central government will re-
lease Rs 3,200 crore installment of
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
on Monday. This is the first
installment given to farmers, with
Rs 8,000 crore to be released
later, Union Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Monday.
Centre to release Rs 3,200 crore
Crop Insurance to 30 lakh farm-
ers affected by natural disasters
Announcing the package in a post
on X, the union minister said that
insurance companies that do not
deposit the amount to disaster-af-
fected farmers on time will face a
12 per cent interest penalty, which
will be directly given to farmers.
"Today, approximately 30 lakh
farmers affected by natural disas-
ters will have ?3200 crore depos-
ited into their accounts under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana. This is the first installment,
so farmers whose accounts do not
receive funds today should not
worry. Approximately 78000 crore
will be released later," the union
minister's X post read in Hindi.
"In natural disasters, crops get de-
stroyed, and when that happens
then it is not just the crops which
get destroyed but the lives of farm-
ers too, so for that the Prime Min-
ister made Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Joyana, which became a
boon for all the affected farmers,"
the union minister said in the video

posted on X.

Expressing his commitment to
farmers' welfare, Minister Chouhan
called on the farmers to address
any complaints about the scheme
to him.

"Farmer brothers and sisters, serv-
ing you is my worship of God. If

you have any complaints regard-
ing the crop insurance scheme,
please inform me. We always stand
with you," he added.

Talking about the interest payments
the insurance companies will have
to pay on delayed payment, he
added, "This scheme has become
a boon for disaster-affected farm-
ers. To ensure farmers receive
funds on time, we have decided
that if an insurance company fails
to deposit the money within the
stipulated time frame after a claim,
it will have to pay 12% interest,
which will go directly to the farm-
er's account."

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, marked its nine-year an-
niversary on February 18, 2025,
celebrating close to a decade of
empowering the farmers of India,
according to an official statement
from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare.

The scheme, launched in 2016,
offers a comprehensive shield
against crop losses caused by un-
predictable natural hazards. This
protection not only stabilises farm-
ers' income but also encourages
them to adopt innovative practices.
"Crop insurance is an important

200 crore Crop i
farmers affected

risk mitigation tool to protect farm-
ers from natural calamities. It aims
at providing financial support to
farmers suffering crop loss/dam-
age arising out of natural calami-
ties like hailstorm, drought, floods,
cyclones, heavy and unseasonal
rains, attack of disease and pests
etc," the statement added.

The Union Cabinet in January 2025
approved the continuation of
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
and Restructured Weather Based
Crop Insurance Scheme till 2025-
26 with a total budget of
?69,515.71 crore.

Though the scheme is voluntary for
farmers, non-loanee farmers' cov-
erage has increased to 55% of the
total coverage under the scheme
during 2023-24, which shows the
voluntary acceptability/popularity
of the scheme. (ANI)

Amravati farmers reaffirm faith in
PM Modi; urge for strong stance
against US pressure

Aug 09, 2025,10:47:00 AM IST
Synopsis

Farmers in Amravati expressed
their support for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Theyurged a firm
stance against US demands to
open agricultural markets. Farm-
ers showed confidence in Modi's
leadership and the development of
Andhra Pradesh. They recalled
promises of development for
Amravati. A farmer compared US
President Trump to former CM
Jagan Mohan Reddy.

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi
assured of India's farmers being the
government's "top priority," the
farmers in Andhra Pradesh's
Amravati reaffirmed their faith in the
Prime Minister's leadership, call-
ing for a strong stance against US'
demand for opening up domestic
agricultural markets.

One of the farmers in the city,
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Ramamjaneyulu, supported PM
Modi's statement, remarking that
US President "Donald Trump
doesn't scare Modi."

Expressing confidence in the de-
velopment of the country and
Andhra Pradesh, the farmer
added, "Our government is func-
tioning very well. In the presence
of Modi, we believe that Andhra
Pradesh will flourish magnificently
as part of India. We strongly be-
lieve it will become prosperous and
grand."

Another farmer, Seetha Ramayya
Hope, expressed optimism in the
leadership of PM Modi and Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu, say-
ing that farmers had given acres of
land under the land pooling scheme
in the state to develop Amravati,
with Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman also promis-
ing grants to the state for the de-
velopment of the city and the
Polavaram project.

"We gave 6.5 acres of land under
land pooling, believing that
Amaravati would be developed
under the leadership of PM Modi
and CM Chandrababu Naidu. We
were promised that, with support
from the central government, World
Bank funds, and Asian Develop-
ment Bank funds, Amaravati would
grow into a world-class city. Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also assured us that the
central government would provide
grants, not loans, to Andhra
Pradesh," he said.

The farmer also drew a compari-
son between US President Trump
and former Andhra CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy, calling the latter
"unpredictable and trying to intimi-
date others."

"To be honest, Trump reminds me
of our former Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy, unpredictable and
constantly trying to intimidate oth-
ers. It feels like he's trying to con-
trol India," he said.

"If we buy oil from Russia will
America allow it? Do we always

have to listen to them? Is India sup-
posed to act like a servant to the
United States? Modi must not bow
down to America. Instead, we
should assert our sovereignty. If
Modi listens to everything America
says, then our country will end up
beneath them," he added.

On Thursday, in a message against
the tariffs imposed by the United
States, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted that farmers remain
India's top priority and that the
country would never compromise
their interests.

compromise on the interests of
farmers, fishermen and dairy farm-
ers. [ know we will have to pay a
heavy price for it, and I am ready
for it. India is ready for it," PM
Modi said while addressing the MS
Swaminathan Centenary Interna-
tional Conference.

His remarks come amid the Trump
administration doubling the tarift
imposition to 50 per cent on goods
from India. During trade negotia-
tions, the United States was push-
ing for greater access to India's
agricultural market, especially for
corn, soybeans, and cotton.
However, India has so far resisted
the opening of the agricultural sec-
tor and dairy products due to con-
cerns about domestic livelihoods
and potential impacts on farmers.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan to transfer
crop insurance claims worth Rs
3,200 cr to 30 lakh farmers on
Monday

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will digitally transfer Rs
3,200 crore in crop insurance
claims to 30 lakh farmers under
PMFBY during an event in
Rajasthan. The new claim settle-
ment system ensures faster
payouts, with penalties for delayed
subsidies from states or insurance
companies. Since 2016, PMFBY
has disbursed Rs 1.83 lakh crore
in claims, benefiting farmers signifi-
cantly.

New Delhi: Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will on

Monday digitally transfer a crop
insurance claim amount of Rs
3,200 crore under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) to 30 lakh farmer ben-
eficiaries.

The PMFBY claim amount will be
transferred during an event organ-
ised for this purpose in Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan.

Besides Chouhan, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, Union
Minister of State for Agriculture
Bhagirath Choudhary, and state
agriculture minister Kirodi Lal
Meena will attend the event.

Of the total claim amount, Rs
1,156 crore will be transferred to
farmers in Madhya Pradesh, Rs
1,121 crore to 7 lakh farmers in
Rajasthan, Rs 150 crore to
Chhattisgarh-based farmers, and
Rs 773 crore to farmers in other
states, according to an official
statement.

The Union agriculture minister
stated that the Centre has imple-
mented a new simplified claim set-
tlement system in the interest of
farmers, wherein claims can be
paid proportionately based only on
the central subsidy without waiti ..
"From the Kharif 2025 season
onwards, if a state government
delays its subsidy contribution, it
will be penalised at 12 per cent,
and similarly, if insurance compa-
nies delay payments, farmers will
receive a 12 per cent penalty," he
said in the statement.

The PMFBY, since its launch in
2016, has disbursed claims worth
Rs 1.83 lakh crore, while farmers
have paid only Rs 35,864 crore in
premium.

"This means an average claim pay-
out of more than five times the pre-
mium, indicating the government's
farmer-friendly policy," he added.
Inrecent years, several technologi-
cal innovations, such as YES-
TECH, WINDS portal, AIDE
mobile app, Krishi Rakshak Por-
tal and Helpline number 14447,
have been implemented.
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Kathmandu, Nepal, 15 August
2025 - The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change?(IPCC)
has invited five experts from the
International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development to contrib-
ute to the Seventh Assessment
Report, which is a key input into
international negotiations to tackle
climate change.

The ICIMOD experts invited for
the report are Bhupesh Adhikary,
ICIMOD Climate Action Lead,
Neha Rai, Head of Strategic Re-
sults, Partnerships and Business
Development, Abid Hussain,
Economies Lead, Amina
Mabharjan, Senior Livelihoods and
Migration Specialist, and Parth
Sarathi Mahapatra, Intervention
Manager, Air Pollution Mitigation.
"The invitation to serve as an [IPCC
author is a huge privilege, and we
are honoured that ICIMOD's ex-
perts have secured these positions
inrecognition of their great exper-
tise," said Izabella Koziell, Deputy
Director General, ICIMOD. "Cru-
cially, this strong representation will
ensure that the issues and the
Hindu Kush Himalaya region
ICIMOD represents will secure
appropriate prominence within the
world's most authoritative climate
report."

The authors are among just 664
chosen from an application pool of
3,771 experts and will serve as
lead authors of the following chap-
ters: Adhikary: Framing, methods
and knowledge sources (Chapter
1, Working Group I), Rai: Metrics,
methods (Technical Guidelines for
Assessing Climate Change Im-
pacts and Adaptation including In-
dicators, Metrics and Methodolo-
gies, Working Group II), Hussain:
Asia (Chapter 8, Working Group
IT), Maharjan: Poverty, Liveli-
hoods, Mobility and Fragility
(Chapter 20, Working Group II),
Mahapatra: Transport and Mobil-
ity Services and Systems (Chap-
ter 11, Working Group III)

The Intergovernmental Panel on

1
Five ICIMOD Experts Selected
as Lead Authors for Global
Climate Change Report

FIVE ICIMOD EXPERTS SELECTED

AS .I'_E.ﬂ.D .EIUTH{JEE FDH GLOBAL

artificial intelligence - in
everything from earth ob-
servation to the assess-
went of primary re
se

Climate Change (IPCC) is the
United Nations body for assess-
ing the science related to climate
change. It was established by the
United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UN Environment) and
the World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) in 1988 to provide
policymakers with regular scientific
assessments concerning climate
change, its implications and risks,
as well as to put forward adapta-
tion and mitigation strategies. It has
195 member states.

IPCC reports are produced on
approximately five to seven-year
cycles, with hundreds of the
world's foremost researchers vol-
unteering their expertise and time.
Working Group I assesses the
physical science aspects of climate
change. Working Group II looks
at impacts, adaptation, and vulner-
ability to climate change. Working
Group III assesses the mitigation
of climate change.

Coordinating Lead Authors and

Lead Authors draft the different
chapters for three Working
Groups' contributions, and revise
these based on comments submit-
ted during two rounds of reviews
by experts and governments.
"Every IPCC assessment marks a
leap forward in human knowl-
edge," Adhikary said. "But this -
upcoming report is set to break
new ground in two hugely signifi-
cant areas. Firstly, we are setting
out to ensure we integrate tradi-
tional and Indigenous knowledge
- something scientists have been
circling for years. Secondly, the
report will harness the extraordi-
nary advances we've seen in tech-
nology - especially artificial intelli-
gence - in everything from earth
observation to the assessment of
primary research.

"While these feel like two oppo-
site ends of the spectrum, embrac-
ing both ancient and new technol-
ogy holds immense promise. And
it's clear that we need to draw on
all the available tools and technolo-
gies at this moment of climate cri-
sis.”

"With adaptation gaps increasing
and unmet mitigation targets over
time, this assessment is even more
important to provide evidence for
urgency of action and protect
mountain communities and land-
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Workshop on Geo%}'aphi-

cal Indications in

Ghanshyam Adhikari (Bairagi
Jetha)

Kathmandu, September 27,
Workshop on Geographical Indi-
cations in Nepal; Awareness and
Strategic Development Pathway
launch Naxal, in Orient Hotel by
the United Nations Food and Ag-
ricultural Organization (FAO) Ne-
pal.

On occasion in Programme Chief

Chairperson, Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Cooperative
and Natural Resources. H.E.
Damodar Bhandari, Minister, Min-
istry of Industry, Commerce and
Supply (MoICS) Ken shimizu
FAO Nepal and Bhutan Repre-
sentative has added to value add
and conservations specific areas
food in Nepal.

Background

Nepal, due to its agroecological
zones and multitude of cultural di-
versity, is endowed with a rich
knowledge of agricultural
biodiversity, unique agricultural
heritage, and traditional knowledge
that can be attributed for a wide
array of origin-linked products.

epal

Some of the popular Nepalese ori-
gin agricultural products linked with
the geography ranges from high-
altitude Jumla Marshi rice, [lam
orthodox tea, and Mustang apples,
to artisan handicrafts like Dhaka
textiles and Lokta paper. These
products exhibit unique reputation
in market due to their reflection of
local identity and tradition that is
linked with their production prac-

tices and distinctive uniqueness that
are inherently linked to the place
of origin, its microclimate, agro-
ecological factors, cultural and hu-
man practices associated with the
production area.

In recent years, there has been in-
creasing global recognition of the
role of Geographical Indications
(GIS) in promoting inclusive rural
development. GIs serve as an im-
portant instrument for improving
market access for rural products,
preserving traditional knowledge,
and enhancing the economic value
and competitiveness of unique, ori-
gin-linked goods. They are for-
mally recognized under the World
Trade Organization's (WTO)
Agreement on Trade- Related As-
pects of Intellectual Property

Rights (TRIPS). The agreement
provides a comprehensive defini-
tion of GIS and is acknowledged
as the first international multilateral
accord dedicated to the protection
of geographical indications.
Atticle 22 ofthe TRIPS Agreement
obliges WTO member countries to
provide legal means for the pro-
tection of GIs. This includes pre-
venting false or misleading claims
of origin and curbing unfair com-
petition related to geographical
designations. As such, GIs offer a
promising pathway to uphold
product authenticity, protect rural
livelihoods, and promote sustain-
able local development.

Despite their potential, Nepal's GI
system remains at an early stage
of development. Although some
initiatives and research efforts have
attempted to identify and promote
products with strong GI potential,
the country continues to face a
number of challenges. These in-
clude limited producer awareness,
absence of a coherent legal and in-
stitutional framework, lack of
trained personnel for registration
and verification, and weak mecha-
nisms for quality control and com-
pliance auditing. Moreover, limited
coordination among relevant
stakeholders and insufficient tech-
nical capacities remain critical bar-
riers to progress.

To respond to these challenges and
to support the development of a
robust GI system in Nepal, the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) is
organizing a national workshop to
raise awareness on Geographical
Indications (GIS). This event marks
a key milestone in FAQ's contin-
ued support to Nepal in promot-
ing origin-linked products through
institutional strengthening and
stakeholder engagement.

The workshop will aim to broaden
awareness on the value and ben-
efits of GIS among national
stakeholders. It will bring together
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representatives from government,
producer groups, civil society,
academia, and the private sector
to discuss the strategic importance
of GIS in enhancing product iden-
tity, rural development, and
agrobiodiversity conservation. The
event will also serve as a platform
to share national and international
experiences, identify key gaps and
opportunities, and promote multi-
stakeholder dialogue on the way
forward for GI development in
Nepal.

In addition, the workshop will sup-
port the identification of roles and
responsibilities of relevant actors,
promote inter-sectoral coordina-
tion, and help lay the foundation for
the creation of a sustainable and
inclusive national framework for
GIs. This initiative is expected to
catalyze informed policy dialogue,
generate stakeholder commitment,
and contribute to long-term efforts
to recognize and valorize Nepal's
unique agricultural and cultural her-
itage through the formalization and
protection of Geographical Indica-
tions.

2. Objectives:

To introduce the core concepts
and values that GIs bring in the
context of sustainable develop-
ment and value addition of the lo-
cally identified agricultural, food
and handicrafts related products.
To inform the current progress of
laws and policy framework of Geo-
graphical Indications (GIS) in Ne-
pal, including policy frameworks
and institutional responsibilities for
its active promulgation and adap-
tation.

To present the roadmap of geo-
graphical indication development,
and implementation methodology
of Gl development.

To build consensus among the
multistakeholder groups and pro-
mote coordination among key
stakeholders from public, private,
and development sectors for sus-
tainable development of GI frame-
work in Nepal.

scapes," said Maharjan.

"Mountain regions are among the
most vulnerable to climate change,
yet the evidence of its impacts on
these ecosystems and communities
is often underrepresented in glo-
bal assessments. As an author of
this assessment, I see a critical
opportunity to amplify robust evi-
dence on the unique challenges
faced by mountain livelihoods and
ecosystems. More than just high-
lighting problems, this engagement
will also allow us to propose con-
text-specific, viable solutions that
can safeguard these vital ecosys-
tems and the millions who depend
on them", Hussain said.

"With the growing imperative for
climate mitigation, it is crucial to
advance strategies that drive
transformative, science-based,
sector-specific solutions, providing
actionable insights to inform effec-
tive policies for a sustainable fu-
ture," said Mahapatra.

About International Centre for In-
tegrated Mountain Development

(ICIMOD)

The Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH)
region stretches 3,500km across
Asia, spanning eight countries -
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, India, Myanmar, Nepal,
and Pakistan. Encompassing high-
altitude mountain ranges, mid-hills,
and plains, the zone is vital for the
food, water, and energy security of
up to two billion people and is a
habitat for countless irreplaceable
species. It is also acutely fragile,
and vulnerable to the impacts of the
triple planetary crisis of climate
change, pollution, and biodiversity
loss.

The International Centre for Inte-
grated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), based in Kathmandu,
Nepal, is an international organi-
sation established in 1983, that is
working to make this critical region
greener, more inclusive and climate
resilient. For more information,
read our Strategy 2030 and ex-
plore our website.

Mango symp....

"The event will create space for
provincial ownership, multi-
stakeholder collaboration, and for-
ward-looking strategies, with the
aim of drafting actionable recom-
mendations and signing of Memo-
randa of Understanding (MoU)
between the central and provincial
governments and the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD).

The event aims to highlight
Madhesh's leadership in Nepal's
mango production, explore cli-
mate-resilient and market-driven
solutions, and support the devel-
opment of a comprehensive Green,
Climate-Resilient and Inclusive
Development (GRID) focused
mango value chain.

About HI-GRID

Building Capabilities for Green,
Climate Resilient, and Inclusive
Development (HI-GRID) project
is supported by the Australian
Government and implemented by
ICIMOD and partners, enhances
resilience to "Too Much and Too
Little' (TMTL) water in the Lower
Koshi River Basin (LKRB)
through policy action, disaster risk
reduction (DRR), Nature-based
Solutions, and inclusive, green
value chain promotion.

Organisers

"Ministry of Agriculture and Live-
stock Development (MoALD)
"Ministry of Land Management,
Agriculture and Cooperatives
(MoLMAC), Madhesh Province
"International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development
(ICIMOD)

"Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (FAO)
Nepal

"Community Development and
Advocacy Forum Nepal
(CDAFN)

"R&D Innovative Solution Pvt.
Ltd.

"Nepal Horticulture Society

(NHS)
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M;nﬁo symposium: making

Mad

Date: 7 August 2025

Venue: Gautam Hotel, Lalgadh,
Dhanusha, Nepal

The 2nd Mango Summit & Sym-
posium which was held in Bardibas
on 7 August recognized Madhesh
Province, as the nation’s Mango
Hub. The event marked signals a
strategic push to significantly boost
Nepal’s mango production, en-
hance its value chain, and
strengthen its global market com-
petitiveness.

Moreover, the summit served as an
important platform, uniting a di-
verse array of stakeholders, includ-
ing farmers, dedicated researchers,
insightful policymakers, and dy-
namic private sector partners.
Ministry of Agriculture and Live-
stock Development (MoALD)
and the Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Agriculture, and Coopera-
tives (MoLMAC), Madhesh Prov-
ince had voiced for need of col-
laborative efforts. Likewise,
ICIMOD, FAO, CDAFN, R&D
Innovative Solution, GeoKrishi,
and the Nepal Horticulture Soci-
ety extended supports highlighting
aunified vision for agricultural ad-
vancement.

The 2nd Mango Summit & Sym-
posium generated some encourag-
ing results.

Madhesh Province was recog-
nized as the undisputed Mango
Hub of Nepal, a designation re-
flecting its significant contribution
(accounting for over 70% of the
country’s total mango production)
and immense potential.

The province boasts ideal condi-
tions for mango cultivation, char-
acterized by favourable tempera-
tures (24 —27°C), adequate rain-
fall (890 — 1,015 mm), and fertile
soil, particularly in the southern
lowlands, the Terai region.

The event fostered robust engage-
ment among governmental agen-
cies, international development or-

esh a mango hub

ganizations, private sector inves-
tors, and local farmers, creating a
holistic approach to sector devel-
opment.

A strong pledge was made by the
government to provide compre-
hensive policy, technical, and finan-

and actionable commitments from
both the government and all
stakeholders. These commitments
are geared towards advancing
mango research, enhancing post-
harvest processing facilities, devel-
oping efficient market linkages,
and providing targeted support to
smallholder farmers.The one-day
Mango symposium in Madhesh
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cial assistance, crucial for strength-
ening the entire mango value chain,
from cultivation to market.

This aligns with Madhesh Prov-
ince’s “Feed the Nation” policy,
which also focuses on promoting
diverse agricultural produce.

A significant emphasis was placed
on adopting sustainable and inclu-
sive farming practices. This includes
a focus on climate-resilient agricul-
ture to ensure long-term produc-
tivity and mitigate the impact of
changing climate patterns, a vital
consideration given recent drought
challenges.

The declaration of Madhesh Prov-
ince as the Mango Hub signifies a
forward-looking vision for greener,
more inclusive, and climate-resil-
ient agricultural growth across
Nepal. With its naturally advanta-
geous climate and fertile soil,
Madhesh Province is strategically
positioned to lead both national
consumption and export-oriented
mango production.

The summit concluded with clear

s

province will bring together farm-
ers, researchers, entrepreneurs,
processors, marketers,
policymakers, financial institutions,
and other key stakeholders to chart
a path toward making Madhesh
Province a nationally recognised
mango hub.

Key messages

"Madhesh Province accounts for
more than half of Nepal's mango
production, with 258,509 metric
tonnes harvested in 2021/22 - yet
policy and investment have not
kept pace with its potential.

"The symposium is aimed at secur-
ing a formal commitment from gov-
ernment stakeholders to strengthen
the mango value chain through tar-
geted policy, technical consupport,
and financial mechanisms.
"Presentations, exhibitions, and in-
teractive discussions will focus on
promoting climate-resilient mango
farming practices, value addition,
entrepreneurship, and improved
market access.

Continue .... 35 page
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