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-Healthy soils at the heart of more resil-

reener cities: FAO marks
Day 2025 in Rome

ient and

World Soig

Celebration highlights the impor-
tance of healthy soils for food se-
curity, climate resilience and pub-
lic wellbeing, as FAO awards two
major international soil prizes

Rome -December 5, The Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) today
marked World Soil Day 2025 with
a global celebration in Rome un-
der the theme “Healthy Soils for
Healthy Cities.” The Day under-
scores the crucial role that soil
health plays not only in agriculture
but also in shaping more resilient,
greener and healthier urban envi-
ronments.

With two-thirds of the world’s
population projected to live in cit-
ies by 2050, urban soils are under
increasing pressure from sealing,
pollution and unplanned expansion.
These trends threaten the soil's
ability to produce food, regulate
temperature, filter water, store car-
bon and support biodiversity.
Rapid urban growth is also con-
suming fertile peri-urban croplands
some nearly twice as productive as
the global average placing addi-
tional strain on agrifood systems.
This year’s World Soil Day car-
ries special significance as it coin-
cides with FAO’s 80th anniver-
sary-eight decades of partnership,

innovation and action for better
production, better nutrition, a bet-
ter environment, and a better life,
leaving no one behind.

FAO Director-General QU

Y ’L"—'

linka World Soil Prize
and King Bhumibol World
Soil Day Award presented

Dongyu, opening the ceremony,
emphasized that soil health is fun-
damental for the future of cities and
the well-being of the people who
live in them.

“It is a moment to reflect and to
look ahead to a future in which
healthy soils are the foundation of
efficient, inclusive, resilient and sus-
tainable agrifood systems, healthier
people, greener cities and a more
prosperous planet,” the Director-
General said. “The responsibility of
each of us is clear: protect soils,
restore soils and build cities that
can thrive for future generations,”
he added.

Princess Basma Bint Ali of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
FAO Goodwill Ambassador for
Near East and North Africa, also
addressed the ceremony, under-
scoring the profound connection
between people and the soil. She
emphasized that soil is the basis of

life itself-a living foundation that
sustains ecosystems, nourishes
communities and even allows trees
to communicate and thrive. Be-
cause much of'its richness is hid-
den from sight, she noted, soils are
too often overlooked, even though
protecting and restoring themis a
collective responsibility essential to
the future of humanity and the
planet.

The event also featured the par-
ticipation  of  Narumol
Sanguanvong, Deputy Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Cooperatives of Thai-
land, as well as Igor Golubovskiy,
Permanent Representative of the
Russian Federation to FAO.
Glinka World Soil Prize and King
Bhumibol World Soil Day Award
presented

As part of the global celebration,
FAO awarded two of the world’s
most prestigious international soil
prizes:

?The Glinka World Soil Prize 2025
was awarded to Professor Ganlin
Zhang of the Institute of Soil Sci-
ence, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences, recognizing his scientific
leadership and global contributions
to sustainable soil management and
soil information systems.

?The King Bhumibol World Soil
Day Award 2025 was presented
to the French Soil Science Soci-
ety forits outstanding World Soil
Day campaign 2024, which en-
gaged thousands of citizens,
schools and institutions across
France to raise public awareness
of'soil protection.

Supported respectively by the
Russian Federation and the King-
dom of Thailand, these awards
honour innovation, advocacy and
excellence in promoting sustainable
soil management worldwide.

A global platform for action
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Endorsed by the UN General As-
sembly and facilitated by FAO and
its Global Soil Partnership, World
Soil Day has become a global
movement promoting sustainable
soil management and raising pub-
lic awareness across governments,
academia, civil society and com-
munities.

Urban soils-long overlooked-are
increasingly recognized as essen-
tial components of sustainable,
green cities. They produce food,
support green spaces that filter
water, buffer floods, cool urban
temperatures, store carbon and
enhance public health and quality
of life. Emerging evidence also
shows that contact with biodiverse
and healthy soils helps regulate the
human immune system.

FAO continues to support coun-
tries in improving their soil manage-
ment through flagship initiatives in-
cluding the Recarbonization of
Global Agricultural Soils
(RECSOIL), the Global Soil Doc-
tors Programme, and the work of
FAQ’s Technical Networks and
Regional Soil Partnerships, which
help translate science into practi-
cal solutions for farmers, munici-
palities and communities world-
wide.

Through the FAO Green Cities
Initiative, more than 300 cities
worldwide are already improving
soil health through restoration, de-
sealing practices, expanded green
spaces and sustainable urban and
peri-urban agriculture. FAO aims
to reach 1 000 cities by 2030.
These messages echo the findings
of FAO’s recent flagship reports,
including the State of the World’s
Land and Water Resources for
Food and Agriculture 2025
(SOLAW 2025) and the State of
Food and Agriculture 2025 (SOFA
2025), which underline that pro-
tecting and restoring soils, land and
water is essential to strengthening
agrifood systems, boosting resil-
ience and meeting the needs of a
growing global population.

IFAD and Japan’s MAFF
connect sesame ?roducers in

Bangladesh wi

h Japanese

company Euglena

by enhancing cultivation
practices and post-harvest
audling capacities.

Yokohama, 27 November 2025.
The International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD), the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries of Japan (MAFF),
Euglena Co., Ltd. (Euglena), and
euglena GG Ltd. (Grameen Eu-
glena) announced a new project to
improve the lives of small-scale
sesame producers in Bangladesh.
This project will strive to achieve
high quality of sesame seeds for
Japanese companies through a ““so-
cial procurement”1 approach that
aims to create positive societal and
environmental impact.

The new initiative was announced
today during the official launch of
the new public-private-producer
partnership supporting it at an event
held at the United Nations Univer-
sity in Tokyo.

With the project “Strengthening

Sesame Value Chain for Exports
in Bangladesh”, all partners join
forces to help increase both the
quality of sesame seeds as well as

the productivity of producers by
enhancing cultivation practices and
post-harvest handling capacities.
Starting in January 2026 in Bang-
ladesh, where sesame presents sig-
nificant opportunities to diversify
agricultural exports, the third
project2 under the Enhanced Link-
ages between the Private Sector
and Small-scale Producers
(ELPS) Initiative will provide the
adequate storage infrastructure and
control equipment that sesame
producers need to tackle key qual-
ity bottlenecks to access premium
international markets.

IFAD’s Associate Vice-President,
Donal Brown said: “Initiatives like
ELPS particularly matter to us in
IFAD, as the focus of our work is
rural prosperity and small-scale
producers are the backbone of
rural economies - yet they often
remain disconnected from lucrative
markets. ELPS supports bridging
this gap by creating public-private-
producer partnerships (4Ps) that
ensure smallholder farmers are not
passive participants in value-chains
but active partners in the system
that brings food to your table.
Through the initiatives supported
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by ELPS, we have seen success-
ful model partnerships, where pro-
ducers produce for higher-value
markets, meet international stand-
ards, and earn price premiums,” in
a video message broadcasted dur-
ing the launch event.

“Today, MAFF and IFAD co-
hosted the launch event, and I am
pleased to see that the collabora-
tion between MAFF and IFAD is
progressing. I hope that those who
contribute to building sustainable
and resilient agri-food system and
stakeholders like companies and
producers will increase with har-
nessing ELPS initiative,” said Ken
Sasaji, Deputy Director-General,
Export and International Affairs
Bureau of MAFF.

During the panel discussion,
Mitsuru Izumo, Founder and
President of Euglena said: “Since
our founding, Euglena has been
passionate about tackling social
challenges in Bangladesh. Through
efforts like delivering nutritious
cookies to children and support-
ing local agriculture, we have
worked to improve lives and pro-
mote sustainability. Drawing on
over ten years of experience and
networks built through Grameen
Euglena, we are excited to take a
new step toward realizing social
procurement together with IFAD,
MAFF, and local smallholder
farmers. Through this project, Eu-
glena and Grameen Euglena are
committed to making a meaningful
contribution to sustainable agricul-
ture, better farmer incomes, and
food security in both Japan and
Bangladesh”.

Background :

ELPS was launched by MAFF in
collaboration with IFAD at the G7
Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting in
Miyazaki in April 2023 in response
to consumers worldwide demand
for sustainability and environmen-
tal protection behind food they eat.
Through IFAD, a hybrid interna-
tional financial institution and UN

About 35% of workers™¥
angladesh are engaged in
the agricultural sector and
e sector plays a vital role
loyment and land

specialized agency, the initiative
connects Japanese companies
with small-scale producers in de-
veloping countries to support the
development of sustainable supply
chains. This feedback loop im-
proves the productivity and safety
of crops in developing countries,
all the while it ensures that small-
scale producers, who produce
about one-third of the world’s
food, improve their access to in-
ternational markets.

Sesame seeds, sesame oil and
sesame paste are commonly used
in everyday cooking. However, in
Japan, the self-sufficiency rate for
sesame is less than 0.1%3, with
the vast majority of supply de-
pendent on imports mostly from
Africa. Given the supply risks as-
sociated with political, economic,
and social conditions in producing
countries, diversifying sourcing re-
gions and enhancing traceability
are critical challenges that must be
addressed to ensure long-term sta-
bility.

About 35% of workers in Bang-
ladesh are engaged in the agricul-
tural sector and the sector plays a
vital role in employment and land
use. Despite its significance, the
sector faces persistent challenges,
including low productivity and lim-
ited export capacity. A substantial
proportion of farmers are small-
holders living in poverty. To ad-
dress these issues, it is imperative
to improve crop productivity and
safety, while simultaneously foster-
ing export market development
through capacity building.

Project Overview

The project will support small-
scale producers in rural Bangla-
desh through the following three
pillars:

1.Providing technical support for

sesame producers to improve cul-
tivation practices and post-harvest
management to keep the seeds dry.
2.Establishing facilities where pro-
ducers keep their sesame before it
is sold to buyers (decentralized ag-
gregation hubs) with proper stor-
age and quality control equipment.
3.Enhancing market access by con-
necting producers with local ex-
porters to increase farmers’ in-
comes.

Note to editors:

1 “Social Procurement” is a con-
cept promoted by the Yunus Social
Business and the World Economic
From, which is defined as the proc-
ess of companies buying goods or
services from social businesses with
the explicit intention of creating net
positive societal or environmental
impact through the company’s pro-
curement function.

2 The first ELPS project “Sustain-
able Coffee Production Project in
Tanzania” was launched together
with UCC Ueshima Coffee Co.,
Ltd. and Marubeni Corporation in
September 2024. The second
ELPS project “Macadamia Nut
Value Chain Strengthening Project
in Rwanda” was launched in Au-
gust 2025 with Osti Japan Co., Ltd.
and Rwanda Nuts Company Ltd.
3 Based on MAFF import/export
data (2023) and Japan Specialty
Crops Seed Association (2023).
Follow IFAD on Facebook, Instagram,?
LinkedIn,?TikTok, X, YouTube.

Press release No.: [FAD/91/2025
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
—the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub—IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$25 billion in grants and low-in-
terest loans to fund projects in de-
veloping countries.
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India, IFAD building rural
livelihoods and food security

Rome, 10 December 2025. The
Government of India and the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) celebrated
their long-standing partnership in
Rome yesterday as they
showcased successful models of
rural transformation that can be
replicated and scaled- -up across

the Global South.

“The investments India and [FAD
have made together show what
scalable, sustainable development
can look like, particularly in the
areas of women’s empowerment,
food systems transformation and
agroecological transitions,” said
IFAD President Alvaro Lario in his
opening remarks. “Many of the
joint investments we delivered to-
gether in India have since become
models for IFAD programmes glo-
bally and for other financial institu-
tions and development organiza-
tions and governments around the
world.”

He also commended the crucial
role India plays in South-South and
Triangular Cooperation — in par-
ticular, India’s leadership in build-
ing rural institutions and value-chain
innovation.

IFAD invests in India to integrate
small farmers into the market and
improve their incomes, sustainably
transforming small-scale agricul-
ture into agri-businesses. In the
past, for example, IFAD-sup-
ported projects pioneered a pow-
erful model of women’s collectives

e

that have transformed from small
groups of women saving together
in the 1980s to robust 21st cen-
tury institutions through which
women can access credit, training,
and markets — enabling them to
start microenterprises, expand
farms, and improve their families’
incomes.

Speaking at the
event, Anu
Mathai, Additional
Secretary (De-
partment of Eco-
. nomic Affairs),
Ministry of Fi-
: nance, Govern-
.&° mentofIndia, and
IFAD Alternate
Governor, said,
“Indla s partnership with IFAD is
built not only on financial support
and project implementation, but
also on shared values. We believe
in development that is inclusive,
sustainable, equitable, and partici-
patory. We believe that the real
drivers of transformation are rural
communities and that our role is to
support them with the tools,
knowledge, and institutions they
need to improve their lives. [FAD
has consistently upheld these prin-
ciples, and it is this alignment of
vision that has made our partner-
ship so enduring.”

The India portfolio is one of
IFAD’s largest and over 48 years,
IFAD has worked closely with the
Government of India to finance 36
rural development projects across
the country for an overall value of
US$4.4 billion. This includes
USS$1.5 billion of IFAD’s direct
investment, and six currently on-
going projects — including two at
the start-up phase —total US$459
million. Currently, the domestic co-
financing ratio — the proportion of
funds invested by India for every
dollar mobilized by IFAD —is 2.65

(well above the global target of
0.8), reflecting the high value and
level of trust India has placed on
the partnership.

Through its India investments,
IFAD supports farmers to take up
climate-smart and sustainable ag-
ricultural practices, such as diver-
sified crops, to build resilience to
climate change and market variabil-
ity. The portfolio also facilitates in-
novative partnerships between
farmers, their organizations and
private companies.

Dr. Jujjavarapu Balaji, Alternate
Permanent Representative to
IFAD, said, "Itis a privilege to cel-
ebrate the successful partnership
between India and IFAD here in
Italy. As we look into the future,
we remain committed to working
closely with IFAD to scale up suc-
cessful models and ensure that ru-
ral communities are equipped to
meet the challenges and opportu-
nities of a changing world."

India, a founding member of IFAD,
is one of the world’s fastest grow-
ing economies and a global leader
in reducing poverty at scale.
Among IFAD’s largest donors and
borrowers, it is a critically impor-
tant partner. Current projects ad-
dress projects that address pivotal
issues such as increasing market
access to over 45,000 enterprises
in Meghalaya, and enhancing rural
women’s capacity to engage in re-
munerative employment in
Maharashtra. A new project in
Jammu and Kashmir aims to en-
hance the climate resilience of
300,000 small-scale farmers and
one with the Uttarakhand govern-
ment aims to double incomes of
rural livelihoods and
reduce migration.

Together, India and IFAD are fo-
cused on building people’s skills,
strengthening community groups,
and helping them gain better ac-
cess to services, resources and
markets so they can lead their own
development and improve their
lives.
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Asian Farmers Associaltion Completed own

Bangladesh APFP-FO4A Na-
tional Wrap-up Workshop
Dhaka, Bangladesh - COAST
Foundation, the national imple-
menting agency of APFP-FO4A in
Bangladesh, successfully held a
national-level wrap-up workshop
on 29-30 November 2025 at the
Lakeshore Hotel, Dhaka. The
event marked five years of coop-
erative-based agricultural develop-
ment under the APFP-FO4A pro-
gram. The workshop brought to-
gether government officials,
academia, development partners,
and farmer organizations (FOs) to
review progress, share insights,
and discuss strategies for sustain-
ing and scaling support for small-
scale farmers across Bangladesh.
The workshop emphasized the
critical role of farmers' coopera-
tives in enhancing sustainable agri-
cultural production and boosting
rural economies. Despite produc-
ing 60-70% of the nation's food,
small-scale farmers continue to
face malnutrition and food insecu-
rity. In his speech, S M Sohrab
Uddin, Director General, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Extension,
highlighted the importance of care-
ful crop planning and product se-
lection before cultivation. Mariel
Zimmermann, Programme Officer,
Asia and the Pacific Division,
IFAD, stressed the importance of
documenting best practices from
the programme to encourage rep-
lication and wider adoption. Md.

Mohsin Ali,
Executive Di-
rector, WAVE
Foundation,
emphasized
the need to
adopt
agroecology,
organic fertiliz-
ers, and safe
Il food produc-
i tion methods
to protect both farmer livelihoods
and consumer health.

M Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, Ex-
ecutive Director, COAST Foun-
dation moderated the workshop
and point out that we have to re-
turn to the ecological agriculture for
saving the nation from long term
harmful impacts from chemical ag-
riculture. Sanat Kumar Bhowmik,
Deputy Executive Director of
COAST Foundation presented the
key-note papers and informed that
the Program disburses Tk. 2.08
crore as revolving financing to 6
Farmers organization. He also

shared that the young people are
involved with farming more that
25% during the program interven-
tions.

Gawher Nayeem Warha, Member
Secretary, Disaster Forum, and
Acting Chairperson of COAST
Foundation emphasized the impor-
tance of disseminating these impact
stories to encourage youth partici-
pation in agriculture. Ataur Rahman
Miton, Country Director, Hunger

Wrap-Up Finaly Workshop Program

Free World, highlighted that coop-
eratives empower farmers, ena-
bling them to secure fair prices,
collectively access markets, and
strengthen their resilience.
Ahmed Borhan, Director, Center
for Social Research, drew atten-
tion to the demographic realities of
rural villages, where 20-25% of
residents are elderly people. He
also recommended to conduct re-
search and campaigns to ensure
just pricing for agricultural prod-
ucts. Alauddin Sikder, President,
Goiata Cooperative (GKUSSL),
highlighted the role of cooperatives
in indigenous seed production,
monitoring fertilizer and pesticide
pricing, and coordinating pricing for
essential commodities such as salt
and potatoes. Mahfuza Akter,
President, Youth Committee,
GKUSSL, called for the expansion
of saline-tolerant seed varieties,
particularly in coastal areas, as a
key climate adaptation measure.
During the workshop, other young
participants shared inspiring impact
stories illustrating
t h e
transformative
potential of co-
operative farm-
ing. Md.
Towtiqul Islam,
Secretary,
¥ Younth Commit-
' tee, Ronosia
Cooperative in-
creased produc-
tivity and assisted small-scale farm-
ers in mustard oil production and
to collectively access markets,
achieving better prices and reduc-
ing post-harvest losses. Lovely Is-
lam, Swanirvor Nari Kallyan co-
operative, Sherpur mentioned that
young women members engaged
in duck rearing and paddy produc-
tion. experienced higher incomes.
Md. Ismail, Dighon CIG Club,
Dinajpur involved in safe vegeta-
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ble cultivation were able to pro-
vide nutritious food for his families
and also able to build stronger
market linkages for organic pro-
duces. Honey cooperatives in
Koyra, Khulna empowered
marginalized honey collectors
within the Sundaraban to generate

income through honey production,
| 7 . 2t

4 | L

demonstrating the economic po-
tential of non-traditional agricul-
tural products.

The workshop concluded with a
common shared commitment to
strengthen farmers' cooperatives,
bring them under the Ministry of
Agriculture's jurisdiction, and pro-
mote inclusive participation of
women and young farmers.

The Asia-Pacific Farmers' Pro-
gram (APFP) - Farmers' Organi-
zations for Asia (FO4A) is imple-
mented by the Asian Farmers' As-
sociation for Sustainable Rural
Development (AFA) and La Via
Campesina (LVC), with funding
from the European Union (EU) and
the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD). The
program aims to strengthen the
capacities of farmers' organizations
to provide economic services, ad-
vocate for enabling policies, and
promote sustainable livelihoods for
small-scale family farmers across
Asia.

Laos :

The Asian Farmers' Association for
Sustainable Rural Development
(AFa) and the Lao Farmer Asso-
ciation (LFA), AFA member in
Laos, supported and participated

in the recently concluded Interna-
tional Workshop on Transitioning
Towards Agroecology and Regen-
erative Agriculture (TARASAZ25),
held in Vientiane, Laos, from 25-
27 November 2025, and pre-
ceded by a Policy Dialogue on 24
November that focused on the
Policy Guidelines on Agroecology

Transitions in ASEAN.

During the workshop, AFA repre-
sentatives shared the Regional
Youth Initiatives on Agroecology
and highlighted examples of farm-
ers' organizations engaging in
policy processes at the global, re-
gional, and national levels. With
recognition and support, farmers'
organizations can consolidate
farmers' voices and translate them
into policy recommendations.
The event was hosted by the Lao
People's Democratic Republic
(Lao PDR), which also leads the
Lao Facilitated Initiative on
Agroecology for ASEAN (LICA).
Co-organized by several institu-
tions, TARASA25 was designed
with the following objectives:

1. Share and learn from various
global, regional, and local initia-
tives in the region on agroecology,
regenerative agriculture, and other
sustainable transformative ap-
proaches, and discuss how such
efforts can further contribute to-
wards agricultural and food sys-
tems transformations.

2. Raise further awareness and
support implementation of the
ASEAN Policy Guidelines for
Agroecology Transitions.

3. Take stock of progress, and

characterize remaining knowledge
and implementation gaps regard-
ing the different leverage points
identified in the ASEAN Policy
Guidelines for Agroecology Tran-
sitions

4. Share and exchanges on possi-
ble Public Private Partnership
(PPP) roadmap in implementation
of'agroecology and agroecology
financing scheme.

5. Explore opportunities and dis-
cuss collectively the ways forwards
for enhanced collaboration and
partnership in the Asia Pacific re-
gion to promote food systems
transformation through
agroecology and regenerative ag-
riculture

Thailand :

Songkhla, Thailand - The imple-
menting Farmers' Organizations
(FOs) of the APFP-FO4A pro-
gram in Thailand held their national
wrap-up workshop in Songkhla.
The event was led by the Federa-
tion of Thai Fisherfolk Associations
(FTFA), the national implementing
agency of the program.

The workshop highlighted the ma-
jor achievements and impacts of the
program over its five years of im-
plementation in the country,
showcasing key results, lessons
learned, and progress made in
strengthening FOs.

The Asia-Pacific Farmers' Pro-
gram (APFP) - Farmers' Organi-
zations for Asia (FO4A) is imple-
mented by the Asian Farmers' As-
sociation for Sustainable Rural
Development (AFA) and La Via
Campesina (LVC), with funding
from the European Union (EU) and
the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD). The
program aims to strengthen the
capacities of farmers' organizations
to provide economic services, ad-
vocate for enabling policies, and
promote sustainable livelihoods for
small-scale family farmers across
Asia.
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FAO Commemorates International
Mountain Day 2023 by spotlight-
ing glacier preservation

The event calls for urgent action to
preserve glaciers, and recognises
Mountain Future Award-winning
projects in Colombia, Kyrgyzstan
and Pakistan that protect mountain
ecosystems and build resilience.

Rome : December 11, The Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) today cel-
ebrated International Mountain
Day (IMD) 2025 at its headquar-
ters in Rome, under the theme
“Glaciers matter for water, food
and livelihoods in mountains and
beyond.” The event called atten-
tion to the importance of mountains
for life, launched a technical brief,
and announced the Mountain Fu-
ture Award 2025 winners.
Approximately 70 percent of the
planet’s freshwater is locked in
snow and ice, and meltwater from
glaciers supports nearly 2 billion
people, meeting daily water needs
and sustaining hydropower, agri-
culture, industry, and biodiversity.
Yet glaciers are melting at unprec-
edented rates, putting mountain
and downstream communities at
increasing risk of water scarcity,
natural disasters, and food insecu-
rity.

This year’s theme underscores the
ongoing challenges and opportu-
nities in mountain development and
fosters alliances that advance posi-

tive outcomes for mountain com-
munities and environments glo-
bally.
“Mountain communities continue
to show remarkable ingenuity that
has helped protect fragile moun-
e tain eco-
= systems for
=~ centuries.
= We need
ot o
# strengthen
support to
these com-
munities to
help them
turn these
challenges
: into oppor-
tunities,” FAO Director-General
QU Dongyu said in a video mes-
sage at the high-level event.
Qu noted that FAO has already
supported the construction of ar-
tificial glaciers in Kyrgyzstan,
which in some regions have stored
over 1.5 million cubic metres of ice
— enough to irrigate stretches of
land. “In Bolivia, FAO and the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) are helping install sensors
on a glacier to monitor snow ac-
cumulation and melt, to better in-
form farmers and policymakers on
water availability,” he added.
Mountain communities, especially
youth and Indigenous Peoples, are
directly impacted by this crisis,
positioning them as key actors in
developing innovative solutions
and adaptation efforts.
Launch of policy brief
A technical brieftitled Glaciers and
mountains — the food and water
security and livelihoods nexus was
launched at the event, emphasiz-
ing the crucial role of glaciers and
other cryosphere components in
supporting agricultural production,
livelihoods, and food and water

security, in mountain and down-
stream areas.

Key messages from the Brief:
?Glacier-fed waters are lifelines for
food production, sustaining agricul-
ture from high mountain terraces to
vast irrigated plains.

?Melting glaciers disrupt food sys-
tems and rural livelihoods by un-
dermining crop yields, threatening
livestock, and exposing communi-
ties to greater risks.

?Sustainable agricultural and eco-
system-based practices offer scal-
able long-term solutions.

?Local adaptation, combining tra-
ditional knowledge and innovative
techniques, provides pathways to
resilience.

?Policy and financial investments,
with priorities including stronger
monitoring systems, inclusive gov-
ernance, transboundary coopera-
tion, and targeted climate finance,
should match the scale of the chal-
lenge.

Mountain Future Award winners
The Mountain Future Award win-
ners were revealed at the event,
celebrating transformative projects
that build resilience to glacier-re-
lated impacts and strengthen sus-
tainable mountain economies and
livelihoods. The three awardees, in
the categories of Innovation,
Adaption, and Youth, will receive
seed funding to support project
implementation, and gain recogni-
tion and visibility, demonstrating
how local action can contribute to
global efforts.

In the Innovation category, Aziz
Soltobaev from the Internet Soci-
ety Kyrgyzstan Chapter was rec-
ognized for a low-cost climate-
monitoring project that delivers
real-time weather and glacier data
to remote mountain areas. The
project uses affordable sensors and
long-range connectivity, trains
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youth in Artificial Intelligence moni-
toring tools, and makes all data
openly accessible.

The winners of the Adaptation cat-
egory were Marcela Fernandez
and Estefania Angel Villanueva of
Cumbres Blancas for their high-
mountain restoration project in
Colombia, which accelerates the
recovery of water-regulating
frailejon and other native paramo
species by linking in vitro propa-
gation with local nurseries,
strengthens rural and Indigenous
capacity, and safeguards the eco-
systems that supply most of the
country’s freshwater.

The Youth category was awarded
to Ali Sarwar from the Gulmit Edu-
cational & Social Welfare Society,
a project empowering young peo-
ple to lead glacier and water resil-
ience efforts in the Gulmit Valley,
Pakistan. Youth are trained in
drones, GIS mapping, and sensors
to monitor glaciers, water sources,
and flood risks. The project en-
gages 100 youth, 50 percent of
whom are women, and leverages
the strong local organizational setup
to strengthen disaster prepared-
ness while building technical skills
that support employment and en-
trepreneurship.

Representatives from Kyrgyzstan,
Switzerland, Italy and Peru at-
tended the event, which also in-
cluded a series of engaging sessions
on youth, an interactive photo ex-
hibition titled On the Trail of the
Glaciers, and a mountain product
food tasting featuring Slow Food
producers from Italy’s mountain
regions.

FAO’srole

As the lead UN agency for moun-
tains, and the host of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat, FAO has
coordinated and contributed to this
International Day for over twenty
years. The Mountain Partnership
Secretariat is financially supported
by the Governments of Italy, Swit-
zerland, Andorra and Ireland.

=
IFOAM Releases biocontrols
preventive practices

BRUSSELS, 26 NOVEMBER
2025-IFOAM Organics Europe
welcomes the adoption of the Eu-
ropean Parliament's own-initiative
report on biocontrol, which calls
for a faster registration and uptake
of biocontrol.

“IFOAM Organics Europe con-

IR2>AM

gratulates MEPs for their efforts
made through the compromise
amendments to keep the report and
the requested measures targeted to
biocontrol only. Increasing access
to biocontrol must never be a pre-
text to weaken rules for synthetic
pesticides, which remain a major
cause of health issues, biodiversity
loss, and contamination of soil and
water”, stresses Eduardo Cuoco,
Director of IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope.

The organic movement is highly
concerned about the leak of the
European Commission's omnibus
proposal, which reveals plans to
amend Regulation (EC) 1107/
2009 on the placing of Plant Pro-
tection Product (PPP) to the mar-
ket to grant unlimited approvals for
all types of PPPs, removing Mem-
ber States’ obligation to consider
the latest independent science and
doubling grace periods to keep
using hazardous pesticides. “Main-
taining synthetic pesticides on the
market indefinitely would be in
complete contradiction with the
ambition to increase the use of
biocontrol and would be a serious
step backward for public health
and the environment. We com-
mand the European Commission's
sense of responsibility for follow-
ing MEPs in keeping the discus-
sion focused on biocontrol only,”
concluded Cuoco.

When it comes to biocontrol, the
organic sector welcomes the clear
demands from MEPs, notably the
introduction of an EU-wide defi-
nition, adapted risk assessment for
biocontrol products, a stronger
mutual recognition procedure, fa-
cilitated renewal process, provi-
sional authorisations, support to
small and medium-sized enter-
prises applying during the applica-
tion preparation process, and in-
creased capacity for EFSA and
national competent authorities.

“The call for addressing the cur-
rent regulatory barriers hampering
the availability and access for
biocontrol is welcome,” highlights
Jan Plagge, President of [FOAM
Organics Europe. He continues,
“biocontrol products are an im-
portant tool in the holistic strate-
gies used by organic farmers to
manage pests and diseases. Yet,
their availability is limited because
the risk assessment and approval
procedure had been made for syn-
thetic pesticides, which are funda-
mentally different from biocontrol”.
Nonetheless, while highlighting that
biocontrol can help reduce de-
pendency on synthetic pesticides,
the report continues to frame
biocontrol as acomplement to syn-
thetic pesticides in a “wider
toolbox”, noting that biocontrol
cannot always substitute synthetic
pesticides. “It is true that simply
substituting one input for another
is not the solution. This is why we
need broader measures to drive
real changes in agricultural prac-
tices. The EU must take as an ex-
ample the complementary plant
health strategies developed by or-
ganic farmers - based primarily on
preventive agronomic practices
such as selecting resilient varieties,
implementing crop rotations, and
promoting functional biodiversity -
which successfully manage plant
health while limiting the use of ex-
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ternal inputs”, highlighted Jan
Plagge. “Biocontrol is not a silver
bullet. It only works well in well-
managed ecosystems and as part
of combination strategies,”” he con-
cluded.

Biocontrol refers to nature-derived
organisms and substances - such
as essential oils, (micro)organisms,
or semiochemicals - used to man-
age plant health. In organic sys-
tems, biocontrol constitutes a tool
among others to address pests and
diseases. Most of the time, pre-
ventive and agronomic measures
like crop rotation, the choice of
variety, or the use of natural en-
emies are sufficient. In fact, only
10% of organic agricultural land
requires the use of natural sub-
stances in addition to preventive
agronomic measures, with some
crops requiring more than others,
like fruits and grapes

BRUSSELS, 04 DECEMBER
2025 - Following strong political
pressures surrounding the legisla-
tive proposal of so-called “New
Genomic Techniques”, EU institu-
tions have reached a provisional
agreement with major deficiencies
for farmers, breeders, producers,
consumers, and the environment.
IFOAM Organics Europe now
urges policymakers in the Parlia-
ment to rectify this mistake and
defend their original demands on
the topic of patents on NGT crops
and traceability.

“The provisional agreement is a
striking testimony to the continu-
ous pressure to force a conclusion
on the NGT proposal as soon as
possible and at any cost. The
stakes of these negotiations are
high: largely on the basis of hypo-
thetical promises about the poten-
tial sustainability of NGTs, the fu-
ture of European breeding, farm-
ing, and food is being put at risk,
as well as consumers’ freedom of
choice and right to know what is
in their food based on clear label-
ling provisions”, said Jan Plagge,

president of IFOAM Organics
Europe.

He continued: “In 2024, MEPs
from across the whole political
spectrum rightfully cast their vote
to introduce a clear approach in
the official parliament position, both
on the topic of patents on NGT
crops and a product label based
on full supply chain traceability to
safeguard the entrepreneurial free-
dom of Europe’s food companies.
Now that the file goes back to the
ENVI committee and the plenary,
the Parliament must make use of
this last opportunity to defend these
important safeguards, rather than
being pressured into accepting a
negotiated agreement that has
drifted far away from their original
demands”.

Jan Plagge concludes: “This
trilogue agreement includes no ef-
fective provision to limit the scope
of patents and protect the freedom
to operate of traditional European
breeders. Without an effective le-
gal solution, the EU risks hinder-
ing real innovation in plant breed-
ing, rather than promoting it. It is
difficult to understand how Parlia-
ment’s negotiators could simply
back off from the European Par-
liament’s clear demands to protect
the European SMEs and food sov-

ereignty

WFP prioritize
feeding 110
millions

18 November 2025

ROME, Italy — The world is fac-
ing a global hunger crisis with in-
adequate resources to respond, the
United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) warned today.
According to WFP’s 2026 Glo-
bal Outlook, a staggering 318 mil-
lion people face crisis levels of hun-
ger or worse next year - more than
double the figure recorded in
2019. However, declines in global
humanitarian funding are forcing
WEP to prioritize food assistance

to roughly one-third of those in
need. In 2026, the agency aims to
reach 110 million of the most vul-
nerable at an estimated cost of $13
billion, but current funding forecasts
indicate WFP may only receive
close to half'that goal.

“The world is grappling with simul-
taneous famines - in Gaza and
parts of Sudan. This is completely
unacceptable in the twenty-first
century,” stressed Cindy McCain,
WFP Executive Director. “Across
the globe, hunger is becoming more
entrenched. WFP has proven time
and again that early, effective, and
innovative solutions can save lives
and change lives-but we desper-
ately need more support to con-
tinue this vital work.”

In 2025 WFP’s famine prevention
efforts pulled several communities
back from the brink of
starvation. Yet, the global food cri-
sis shows no signs of abating in
2026 as conflict, extreme weather
events, and economic instability
are expected to drive another year
of severe food insecurity.

In2026, WFP will deliver emer-
gency food and nutrition assist-
ance, support and training for com-
munities to help them become more
resilient to food shocks, and tech-
nical support to empower national
systems. Leveraging innovation and
technology will be a key enabler
to level-up our response to vulner-
able families who depend on hu-
manitarian assistance to survive.
“WEFP provides a critical lifeline to
people on the frontlines of conflicts
and weather disasters, as well as
those forced to leave their homes,
and we are transforming how we
work to invest in long-term solu-
tions to address food insecurity,”
Executive Director McCain added.
“Ending entrenched hunger de-
mands much more sustained sup-
port and real global commitment
and collaboration.”
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New Regional Hub launched to strength;n

climate action across Hindu Kush Himalaya

December 3, "UN Climate Change
and ICIMOD and its Regional
Member Countries (RMCs)
launched the Hindu Kush Himalaya
Regional Climate Action and

Transparency Hub
(HKHRCATH).

"HKHRCATH aims to provide
sustained capacity building and
promote data sharing, enabling
countries to better support national
decision-makers in accelerating
climate action and implementing
transparent climate reporting.
"The hub is a new gateway for re-
gional cooperation, capacity
strengthening and knowledge shar-
ing, helping ICIMOD's RMC:s ful-
fil commitments in global multilat-
eral environmental agreements.
Paro, Bhutan, 3 December 2025
- The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(also known as UN Climate
Change) and the International Cen-
tre for Integrated Mountain Devel-
opment (ICIMOD) launched the
Hindu Kush Himalaya Regional
Climate Action Transparency Hub
(HKHRCATH) on 2 December.
The launch builds on a three-year
memorandum of understanding,
establishing a dedicated platform
for ICIMOD's eight RMCs - Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, India, Nepal, Myanmar, and

Pakistan. The hub aims to provide
sustained capacity building and
promote data and experience
sharing across the region.

The HKHRCATH was launched

during a Regional Stakeholders
Consultation Workshop in Paro,
which brought together country
representatives to define priority
actions for implementing the Paris
Agreement's Enhanced Transpar-
ency Framework (ETF) across the
region.

"This is a leap forward in increas-
ing the pace of climate action in the
region," said Pema Gyamtsho, Di-
rector General of [CIMOD. "The
transparency hub will be a platform
for all countries of the HKH to
understand their progress on com-
mitments, define challenges, and
collaborate on shared climate is-
sues. It will enhance our the ca-
pacity of our Regional Member
Countries in delivering and report-
ing their commitments."

Speaking for the UNFCCC sec-
retariat, Jigme, Manager of the
Transparency division, said, "The
enhanced transparency framework
(ETF) is not merely a technical re-
porting requirement; it is the back-
bone of mutual trust and collective
ambition. The ETF is the mecha-
nism thatallows us all to see clearly:
where progress is being made on

Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs), where support is
most needed, and what climate
impacts are demanding our urgent
attention. For the HKH region,

robust transparency is criti-
cal. The fragility of mountain
ecosystems and the shared
~wvulnerability to climate
change demand timely, reli-
able, and robust information
" to inform effective evi-
~ dence-based policy and re-

- source mobilisation."

The hub is designed to en-

= - able participating countries

to better support national
decision-makers, investors,
and stakeholders in accel-
erating mitigation and ad-
aptation action and in im-
plementing the ETF, thereby build-
ingmutual trust and confidence. The
outcomes of the regional consul-
tation will define the hub's activi-
ties as a platform for accessing re-
sources and as a regional techni-
cal centre.

The launch follows the UN Climate
Change Conference in Belém,
Brazil, where ICIMOD and its
RMCs advanced the mountain
agenda including on climate fi-
nance, and transparent climate re-
porting, including on loss and dam-
age.

The Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH)
region, often known as the "Water
Tower of Asia' is at the forefront
of climate change, experiencing
faster warming than the global av-
erage, and increased and more
extreme weather events including
floods, droughts and intense rain-
fall, which impact the lives and live-
lihoods of billions.

ICIMOD welcomes this regional
hub as anew gateway for strength-
ened regional collaboration and
knowledge sharing with the aim of
advancing solutions and financing
among HKH countries.
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