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- Pastoralist Women Advance Global N
Agenda for Rights, Rangelands

Press releases:

Pastoralist women from every in-
habited continent have united to
forge arenewed global agenda and
action plan

Kathmandu, May 29 Pastoralist
women from every inhabited con-
tinent have united to forge a re-
newed global agenda and action
plan to strengthen rights, climate
resilience, and sustainable
rangeland stewardship, marking a
major milestone during the Inter-
national Year of Rangelands and
Pastoralists 2026 (IYRP 2026).
The Global Gathering of Pastoralist
Women has delivered three key:
the establishment of a global net-
work of pastoralist women, a draft
'Kathmandu Declaration' (Mera -
16) as a shared agenda and call to
action, and a coordinated strategy
to global policy spaces.
Rangelands cover nearly half of the
Earth's land surface and pastoral-
ism remains the world's most wide-
spread land use. Women and girls
make up about half of the global
pastoralist population and play
central roles in livestock care, land
stewardship, food security, and the
transmission of traditional knowl-
edge. Yet they continue to face in-
secure land and mobility rights, lim-
ited political representation, and
disproportionate impacts from cli-
mate change.

The draft Declaration reflects
shared priorities on land and re-
source rights, political participation,
access to services, recognition of
traditional knowledge, and climate
justice. It provides a unified frame-
work to influence global processes
including UNCCD COP17,
UNFCCC COP31, and the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity
COP17.

"Pastoralist women are essential
stewards of rangelands and
biodiversity," said Yi Shaoliang,
Senior Intervention Manager for

"The outcomes of this process show that inclusive de-
velopment and environmental sustainability are in-
separable,” said Sarala Khaling, Head of Resilient
Economies and Landscapes at ICIMOD.

Rangelands at ICIMOD. "Their
leadership is critical for resilient
landscapes and climate adaptation,
especially in fragile mountain and

ties and ensure their voices shape
decisions that affect their lands and
livelihoods.

"[ feel honoured to be a part of this

dryland ecosystems."

Calling the moment historic, Srijana
Joshi Rijal, Ecosystem Specialist at
ICIMOD, said, "This is a historic
moment for pastoralist women.
They are guardians of our planet.
Through this coming together,
women across regions have united
to safeguard our shared future for
this generation and the next, with a
common commitment to take their
message to global platforms and
beyond."

"This is adefining moment," added
Nitya Ghotge, Co-Chair of the
I'YRP Working Group on Pasto-
ralism and Gender. "Women
pastoralists from around the world
have come together to shape a fu-
ture for their children and their com-
munities."

The newly formed global network
will sustain knowledge exchange,
mutual support, and advocacy
across regions, linking grassroots
action to global policy. Participants
will carry forward these outcomes
to strengthen pastoralist communi-

gathering and excited to know that
there will be a global network

of pastoralist women," said
Sigingimuge, from Inner Mongo-
lia, Peoples Republic of China.
As global attention turns to food
systems, biodiversity, and climate
resilience, the message is clear.
Recognizing pastoralist women as
leaders and rights holders is essen-
tial to building resilient economies
and landscapes. "The outcomes of
this process show that inclusive
development and environmental
sustainability are inseparable," said
Sarala Khaling, Head of Resilient
Economies and Landscapes at
ICIMOD. "When pastoralist
women lead, resilient economies
and landscapes follow."
Co-organised by ICIMOD and
the I'YRP Working Group on Pas-
toralism and Gender, with support
from FAO Nepal and partners, the
gathering brought together over
100 participants from more than
40 countries across 11 IYRP re-
gions.
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I-nvestments will Boost
Food Sovereignty: IFAD

Press release |

Kathmandu May 29, Mexico City
A high-level delegation from the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) visited
Mexico this week to reaffirm its
partnership with the Government
of Mexico and make progress on
implementing a new country strat-
egy aimed at strengthening food
sovereignty, increasing the climate
resilience of small-scale farmers,
and promoting social inclusion in
rural areas. The delegation held
meetings with Mexican government
officials to coordinate joint efforts
within the framework of the new
Country Strategic Opportunities
Programme (COSOP) for 2026-
2031. The COSOP will guide
IFAD's investments in Mexico,
which will focus primarily on the
southern states, where the great-
est development challenges remain.
Donal Brown, IFAD's Associate
Vice-President for Operations,
noted during the visit that, "Mexico
and IFAD have a long-standing
partnership based on a shared vi-
sion of rural transformation. The
COSOP for 2026-2031 reflects
this shared vision and is aligned with
national priorities aimed at strength-
ening agricultural production, gen-
erating employment and expand-
ing opportunities in the most vul-
nerable rural areas."

Developed by IFAD and the Gov-
ernment of Mexico, the country
strategy will boost production ca-
pacity and improve producers' ac-
cess to markets, for example
through technological solutions and
technical assistance.

To counter the effects of climate
change, rural communities will
strengthen their resilience by re-
storing degraded soils and adopt-
ing climate-smart technologies. The
strategy will also promote greater
social and economic inclusion of
women and Indigenous communi-

ties through financial education
programmes, access to products
tailored to their needs, and greater
participation in agricultural and for-
estry activities.

Resilience in the Balsas River ba-
sin

IFAD is currently cofinancing the
Resilient Balsas Basin project in
Mexico, implemented by the Na-

tional Forestry Commission. Dur-
ing the mission, the delegation
learned about an ambitious envi-
ronmental restoration initiative led
for over 20 years by Indigenous
communities in the Mixteca Alta
region of Oaxaca, which is cur-
rently being backed by the Resil-
ient Balsas Basin project. The
communities in the region have re-
stored more than 25,000 hectares
through soil conservation works
and tree planting. Transforming this
degraded arid area into a forest
refuge that yields tangible benefits,
such as increased water availabil-
ity for local communities.

Rocio Medina Bolivar, IFAD's
Regional Director for Latin
America and the Caribbean, em-
phasized that "the Resilient Balsas
Basin project demonstrates how
strategic alliances between differ-
ent financing partners can multiply
the impact of investments. In ad-
dition to contributing its own re-
sources, IFAD has the capacity to
coordinate projects and mobilize

I-.- :'I:i s, 'h i -_ ."I -

additional financing to foster long-
term rural development.

In addition to Oaxaca, the Resil-
ient Balsas Basin project is carry-
ing out activities in seven other
Mexican states - Guerrero,
Jalisco, State of Mexico,
Michoacan, Morelos, Puebla and
Tlaxcala - working alongside rural
communities to promote the pro-
duction, processing and marketing
of goods derived from sustainable
use of forest resources.

The project represents an invest-
ment of more than US$90 million,
financed by IFAD, the Govern-
ment of Mexico and the Green
Climate Fund, and will have a
positive impact on 200,000 peo-
ple.

IFAD's new country strategy will
also promote private sector par-
ticipation in rural development.
This was the central theme of a
dialogue organized by IFAD and
the School of Government and
Public Transformation at
Tecnoldgico de Monterrey, which
brought together participants from
multilateral institutions, the public
sector, the private sector, devel-
opment banks and academia.
The gathering also highlighted the
private sector's fundamental role in
rural development and food sys-
tems transformation in Mexico.
IFAD also presented its strategy
for private sector investment in
Mexico for the coming years with
a view to identifying new oppor-
tunities and areas for collaboration.
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Hindu Kush Himalaya Innovation
Challenge for Entrepreneurs

Press Release:

Kathmandu, June 1, The Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated Moun-
tain Development (ICIMOD), in
partnership with the Global Resil-
ience Partnership (GRP), has an-
nounced the 12 winners of the sec-
ond cohort of the Hindu Kush
Himalaya Innovation Challenge for
Entrepreneurs (HKH-ICE).

The challenge fund, backed by the
UK Government, supports and
scales climate-resilient enterprises
across the Hindu Kush Himalaya
(HKH) region, one of the world's
most climate-vulnerable mountain
systems.

The selected enterprises operate
across four priority sectors: resil-
ient agriculture, water security, sus-
tainable tourism, and community
resilience. Their solutions range
from scaling high-value climate-
smart mountain products to con-
verting urban food waste into
vermicompost for climate-resilient
farming,

Building on the success of its first
cohort, HKH-ICE 2.0 supports
entrepreneurs from Bangladesh's
Chattogram Hill Tracts, Bhutan,
India's Himalayan states, and Ne-
pal. The initiative aims to address
pressing mountain challenges
through locally grounded innova-
tion and scaling solutions through
market-based approaches.

"Entrepreneurs in the Hindu Kush
Himalaya are uniquely positioned
to deliver solutions that are both
locally relevant and globally signifi-
cant," said Pema Gyamtsho, Di-
rector General of [CIMOD. "The
Hindu Kush Himalaya Innovation
Challenge for Entrepreneurs
strengthens the region's innovation
and market ecosystem by invest-
ing in promising ideas, building en-
trepreneurial capacities, and fos-
tering cross-border collaboration.
With support from the UK Gov-

ernment, [CIMOD is backing scal-
able, climate-resilient solutions that
contribute to sustainable and inclu-
sive development across the re-
gion."

"Through the HKH-ICE Chal-
lenge, we are seeing locally led ini-
tiatives bringing forward inspiring
and scalable nature-based solu-

imited access to climate
and private finance con-
tinues to constrain local
entrepreneurs seeking to
cale green and resilie

tions to address interconnected
environmental, livelihood, and eco-
nomic challenges across the region.
Iam really encouraged by the crea-
tivity, dedication, and leadership
reflected in this work. These initia-
tives are a powerful reminder that
lasting change happens when com-
munities shape solutions rooted in
their own contexts, knowledge,
and lived experiences," said Jesper
Hormberg, CEO, Global Resilience
Partnership.

"The UK Government remains
committed to supporting the entre-
preneurs driving climate resilience
across the Hindu Kush Himalaya
through our Climate Action for a
Resilient Asia (CARA) pro-
gramme. The ambition on display

from this cohort gives us every con-
fidence that locally-led innovation
is one of the most powerful tools
we have for building a sustainable
future for this region," said Rob
Fenn, UK Ambassador to Nepal.
Often referred to as the "Third
Pole," the Hindu Kush Himalaya
region supports more than 240

million people living in the moun-
tains and provides water, food, and
energy for around 1.65 billion peo-
ple downstream. The region faces
accelerating risks from climate
change, ecosystem degradation,
and water scarcity, threatening ag-
riculture, tourism, and long-term
resilience.

According to an ICIMOD esti-
mate published in 2025, the region
will require more than USD 12 tril-
lion by 2050 to meet adaptation
and mitigation needs. At the same
time, the Climate Policy Initiative
estimates that 83% of adaptation
finance needs in South Asia remain
unmet. Limited access to climate
and private finance continues to
constrain local entrepreneurs seek-
ing to scale green and resilient in-
novations.

The initiative provides tailored
mentorship, technical assistance,
and regional exposure, helping en-
terprises strengthen business mod-
els, access markets, and attract
investment.
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Pope Leo XIV at WFP: 'Food
is a Fundamental Human Right'

Kathmandu, June 22, Pope Leo
XIV urged action on hunger, call-
ing food a fundamental human right
and warning conflict is driving food
insecurity worldwide, during a visit
to WFP headquarters in Rome.

Pope Leo X1V said access to ad-
equate food was a 'fundamental
human right', as he visited WFP
headquarters.

Pope Leo XIV called on the inter-
national community to strengthen
commitment and resources to
tackling the root causes of hunger
and malnutrition, describing access
to adequate food as a "fundamen-
tal human right," in a speech at the
World Food Programme's (WFP)
global headquarters on Monday
(22 June).

"Meeting this need not only allevi-
ates suffering but also addresses
underlying causes of geopolitical
instability," Pope Leo said.

The Pontiff's remarks come as
WFP warns global hunger has
climbed to alarming levels, with
266 million people across 48 coun-
tries acutely food insecure in 2025.
In his address in Rome, the Pope
described bureaucratic and politi-
cal roadblocks to humanitarian
action, echoing a similar warning
by his predecessor, Pope Francis,
during his 2016 visit to WFP.

"In effect, conflicts are 'fed' more
readily than people are nourished,"
Pope Leo said. "This reality reflects
not only operational shortcomings
but also a fundamental imbalance
in political and moral priorities."
Contflict is driving global hunger to
alarming levels

In another reference to the close
link between conflict and hunger,
he called food security "an essen-
tial component of global and inte-
gral security."

WEFP "is more than a political, eco-
nomic or technical actor - it is a
concrete expression of international

solidarity," Pope Leo said. "In-
deed, where national institutions
recede and community networks
disintegrate, its presence helps to
prevent humanitarian crises from
deteriorating into irreversible col-
lapse."

Pope Leo lays a wreath at WFP's
memorial wall.

WFP's Acting Executive Director
Carl Skau also emphasized the ris-

in-g challenge
posed by conflict on humanitarian
work that saves lives and allows
people to live in dignity. During his
visit, the Pope laid a wreath at
WEFP's memorial wall, which hon-
ours the 171 WFP staff who sac-
rificed their lives in service to oth-
ers.

The connection between conflict
and hunger was reflected in WFP's
2020 Nobel Peace Prize, which the
Pope viewed during his visit.
"Conflicts tear apart the structures
that keep food on the table: mar-
kets, farms, roads and trust," Skau
said. "From Gaza to Sudan, war
has brought people to the brink of
famine."

Pope Leo XIV a 'power cham-
pion' for hungry people

Former WFP Executive Director
Cindy McCain called Pope Leo a
powerful champion of the hundreds
of millions of people who go to bed
hungry every night.

"We [WFP] exist to make sure no

one is forgotten," she added. "The
call for peace has never been more
urgent. Hunger and conflict are
deeply intertwined. Where wars
rage, families starve."
During his Monday visit to WFP,
the Pope met in a virtual gathering
with staff on the frontlines of hun-
ger emergencies, as well as ad-
dressing employees outside the HQ
building. He praised WFP's work,
noting it extends beyond
immediate reliefbut also
includes long-term initia-
tives, such our school
meals reaching 466 mil-
lion young pupils world-
wide.
Pope Leo addresses
and later meets with
WEFP staff, during his
visit to WFP headquar-
ters in Rome. Earlier, he
said staff were chal-
lenged to look beyond
aid and to the root
causes of hunger.
"These investments strengthen edu-
cation, human development and
social resilience," Pope Leo said,
"reflecting an integral vision of hu-
man development that promotes
dignity, opportunity and the well-
being of the whole person."
Overall, WFP's food, cash and
nutrition assistance reached 121
million people across more than
120 countries and territories in
2025, including mothers and young
children, smallholder farmers and
people displaced by conflict, cli-
mate shocks and natural disasters.
"The World Food Programme is
more than a political, economic or
technical actor," the Pope added.
"it is a concrete expression of in-
ternational solidarity. Indeed,
where national institutions recede
and community networks disinte-
grate, its presence helps to prevent
humanitarian crises from deterio-
rating into irreversible collapse."
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IFAD is Maximizing the
Economic Impact of Remittances

Kathamandu, June 16, Every year,
more than 200 million migrant
workers and diaspora members
send remittances home, support-
ing an estimated 800 million family
members. Much of this money
reaches rural communities, where
remittances provide a financial life-
line and help to ensure resilience in
the face of shocks.

With the right investment, these
capital flows can become areliable
driver of economic growth. In the
past decade, remittances to low-
and middle-income countries to-
talled more than US$S5 trillion glo-
bally and rose steadily despite the
pandemic, political instability and
other global disruptions.

As the host of the Financing Facil-
ity for Remittances (FFR) and lead
organization on the International
Day of Family Remittances, [FAD
positions remittances at the centre
of its mandate. IFAD invests in ru-
ral communities' capacity to lever-
age this capital, financing projects
that drive innovation and strengthen
digital infrastructure.

As remittances become a greater
priority for Member States and
donors, IFAD is working to maxi-
mize and strengthen this crucial le-
ver for rural transformation. Part-
ners such as the French G7 Presi-
dency, an official partner on the
2026 International Day of Family
Remittances, are helping to cham-
pion the role of remittances in driv-
ing rural entrepreneurship, employ-
ment and resilience.

Digital infrastructure is key to
maximizing the impact of remit-
tances, reducing costs, increasing
security, and enabling recipients to
access funds without long and
costly travel. Many of IFAD's in-
vestments focus on innovating
within this space; beyond govern-
ment partnerships, IFAD is work-
ing with the private sector to
strengthen remittance markets.

Through the PRIME Arica pro-
gramme, funded by the European
Union, IFAD partnered with 18
private sector institutions to ex-
pand formal financial access and

/23

digitalization of remittances for
nearly 1.5 million people across
seven African countries. Over five
years, private sector partners in-
vested over 40 per cent of the to-
tal project investment, signifying a
strong commitment to scaling in-
novative solutions.

Building on these experiences,
IFAD and the Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation (AICS)
launched the Diaspora RemitInvest
programme, to maximize remit-
tances for rural development in
Senegal and Mali.

In Senegal, remittances are a ma-
jor contributor to the national
economy, equating to around 10
per cent of GDP. In Mali, remit-
tances are equivalent to over five
per cent of GDP. Meanwhile, Italy
- home to Senegalese and Malian
diaspora communities totalling
150,000 people - is a key remit-
tance corridor, with flows to Sen-
egal estimated at around EUR 310
million in 2025.

Through blended finance,
Diaspora Remitlnvest aims to
channel diaspora resources more
effectively. By integrating digital
remittances with complementary
financial services, selected projects
will help rural families save, invest,
grow businesses and better man-
age risks.

The IFAD-EU initiative Resilient
Remit is further managing risks by
connecting remittances and
diaspora investments to opportu-
nities that support climate resil-
ience. The programme is being im-
plemented in Honduras, Senegal
and Pakistan, and helps remit-
tance-receiving households access
financial services to repair homes

. in the aftermath of climate shocks,

invest in renewable energy, diver-
sify incomes and develop resilient

' agricultural practices.
:  Strengthening financial inclusion
SEEEER Access to financial services is only

the first step. [FAD's investments
also ensure that remittances trans-
late into long-term financial inclu-
sion. Because these funds are not
generated by small-scale produc-
ers' own businesses, they often
boost immediate income without
automatically improving a house-
hold's broader financial standing or
credit access.

In Uzbekistan, IFAD and the Eu-
ropean Union are partnering with
Hamkorbank under the REMIT-
PRIME programme to change this.
A landmark initiative is targeting
nearly 4,000 remittance-receiving
households and returning migrants
through a new remittance-based
credit scoring model. Under this
system, funds sent from family
members working abroad - as
well as returnee savings - are rec-
ognized as valid proof of repay-
ment capacity.

This innovative scoring system aims
to overcome traditional barriers
that keep rural populations ex-
cluded from formal banking, such
as a lack of documented local in-
come or formal credit history. It
builds on ongoing IFAD-EU et-
forts in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan
that are committed to transform-
ing remittance flows into savings,
entrepreneurship and climate-resil-
ient rural development.
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Organic Farmin
other Assurance

Dr Cooper said that organic farming also demon-
strates positive contributions to water quality and
climate resilience, particularly through improved soil
structure and increased system diversity.

Kathmandu, June 24, Organic
farming delivers consistent envi-
ronmental benefits across key in-
dicators, including biodiversity, soil
health and reduced chemical use,
according to anew Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Af-
fairs (Defra)-commissioned Re-
view by the Organic Research
Centre (ORC).

The analysis, based on more than
300 peer-reviewed studies and
farm-level data, found that organic
systems show the strongest evi-
dence of achieving Environmental
Improvement Plan (EIP) goals.
The study also found that LEAF
Marque demonstrates strong am-
bition but requires more robust
evidence to confirm its impact.
ORC Senior Researcher Dr.Julia
Cooper said the review used four
main approaches. The study in-
cluded an Al-assisted review of
more than 300 peer-reviewed pa-
pers to extract evidence for im-
pacts of organic farming on se-
lected indicators linked to the EIP
goals.

She said these included measures
of biodiversity, water quality, soil
health and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions. Results were summa-
rised to produce a metric known
as 'proportion of positive out-
comes for organic' (PPOO) for
each paper and analysed statisti-
cally to generate a probability that
organic farming would have a posi-
tive effect on each category of in-
dicator.

Dr Cooper said: "We're really
proud of this piece of work. We
used robust methods to verify how
certified organic systems deliver on
the ten goals of the government's

EIP and identified some clear ben-
efits from organic farming. We also
considered other environmental

W

farm assurance schemes (e.g.,
LEAF Marque) and identified as-
pirations in their standards but
were limited by the lack of studies
on Integrated Farm Management
linked to environmental indicators."
She said the peer-reviewed evi-
dence was complemented by a
landscape and farm-scale analysis
of farmer sustainability assess-
ments conducted by the Soil As-
sociation Exchange and multi-cri-
teria assessments of organic farms
using ORC's bespoke Public
Goods (PG) Tool.

"A critical control point analysis of
the standards mapped onto the EIP
goals provided a third strand of
evidence on the aspirations of en-
vironmental farm assurance
schemes to deliver on the EIP
goals. Finally, a closer look at se-
lected practices including ley
phases, genetically diverse seeds
and herbicide-free weed control
helped to explain how specific or-

Outperforms
chemes

ganic management approaches
may contribute to the EIP goals in
practice and where their benefits
depend on context, implementation
and farm system design."

The analysis, commissioned by
Defra, which combined peer-re-
viewed literature, farm-scale data
and standards assessments, shows

that organic farming performs par-
ticularly well in promoting
biodiversity, improving soil health
and reducing chemical exposure.
Evidence supporting these out-
comes is consistently strong, with
organic systems shown to enhance
wildlife, build resilient soils and sig-
nificantly limit pesticide use.

Dr Cooper said that organic farm-
ing also demonstrates positive con-
tributions to water quality and cli-
mate resilience, particularly through
improved soil structure and in-
creased system diversity. How-
ever, the study highlights that more
research is needed to fully under-
stand its impact on GHG emissions
and air quality.

She said: "In contrast, LEAF
Marque standards reflect a com-
prehensive commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability across a
wide range of EIP goals, including
climate change mitigation, resource
efficiency and public engagement.
Continue...... 36 page
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More Than Three
Years of Negotiations

with Policy Makers

Kathmandu, June 16, BRUSSELS, After more than
three years of negotiations, policymakers reached a
final agreement on the new Regulation for the pro-
duction and marketing of plant reproductive material
(PRM) yesterday in a final trilogue. [IFOAM Organ-
ics Europe recognises progress in several areas and
looks forward to the development of the secondary
legislation of the text.

"Biodiversity is essential to make our farming systems
more resilient, and the organic movement welcomes
that the new PRM legislation will provide organic farm-
ers and breeders with access to more genetically di-
verse cultivars", said Eric Gall, Deputy Director of
IFOAM Organics Europe. IFOAM Organics Europe
acknowledges several positive outcomes of the ne-
gotiations. In particular, it welcomes that organic het-
erogeneous material (OHM) will remain regulated
under the Organic Regulation, the adjusted registra-
tion protocols for organic varieties, and adapted rules
for conservation and locally-adapted varieties.
IFOAM Organics Europe looks forward to the adop-
tion of implementing acts for establishing adjusted
DUS examination protocols per species for organic
varieties.

At the same time, the organic sector is concerned that
farmers' seed exchanges could be restricted by the
new legislation. "While we welcome the exclusion of
gene banks from the scope, we regret that the exclu-
sion was not extended to all work done for the pur-
pose of conservation of genetic resources and to farm-
ers' seed exchanges", added Eric Gall. The organic
sector raises concerns that the provisions on farmers'
seed exchange could result in varied implementation
across Member States, with some defining strict quan-
tity and geographical restrictions limiting their practi-
cal feasibility. "The agrobiodiversity we benefit from
nowadays originates from the dynamic management
and selection practices carried out by farmers and
conservation networks. Limiting these practices runs
counter to the objective of protecting agrobiodiversity
and farmers should be allowed to access suitable seeds
for their local conditions and agricultural practices",
he continued.

IFOAM Organics Europe also expressed concerns
regarding the extension of the mandatory Value for
Sustainable Cultivation and Use (VSCU) tests to po-
tatoes and vines as it risks hampering the develop-
ment of new varieties.

Finally, the organic movement is concerned that legal
progress on PRM allowing more breeding for
agrobiodiversity will be offset and jeopardized by

abusive exclusive appropriation of plant genetic re-
sources through patents on seeds and on NGTs, and
calls on MEPs to vote in plenary on 17 June in favor
of amendments to protect breeders and farmers from
patents and to safeguard the European model of in-
novation in breeding.

Strong private sector
linkages connect spice

farms to the world
Kathmandu, June 9, Rural Voices, IFAD works in
some of the planet's most remote rural areas to
strengthen market access, develop value chains and
drive economic growth. Our investments work to con-
nect these communities not only to the rest of their
countries, but to the global economy.
In Nepal, the US$18.9 million High Value Agriculture
Project in Hill and Mountain Areas (HVAP) - co-fi-
nanced by IFAD, the Government of Nepal, the SNV
Netherlands Development Organization and other
partners - is a prime example. Operating from 2011
to 2018, the project conducted business literacy and
financial management training, and supported value
chain development by brokering agreements between
producer organizations and agribusinesses.
Nearly a decade later, local companies are continuing
to expand and export around the world. HVAP dem-
onstrates how linking small-scale producers to pri-
vate agri-processing enterprises can drive rural agri-
cultural development.
An enduring boost:
In 2014, HVAP partnered with The Organic Valley, a
Nepali company dedicated to promoting small-scale
farming exports, to transform the ginger and turmeric
value chains in western Nepal. A commercial-scale
spice processing unit was constructed at a total cost
of NPR 16.5 million - approximately US$211,000 at
the time - in collaboration with a Dutch joint-venture
partner.
The impact of this first-mile investment has been sig-
nificant. Total production scaled dramatically from 300
metric tons to 2400 in 2022, an increase of over 700
per cent. At the same time, jobs have been created
along the value chain. Farmers' incomes rose by 37
per cent, with crop earnings jumping by 50 per cent
thanks to more reliable buyers and stronger market
connections.
Today, The Organic Valley is an international exporter.
The company sources organic ginger from more than
1,400 farmers and exports 347 metric tons to inter-
national markets, including France and Germany.
These volumes are increasing as the company diver-
sifies to other high-value crops like turmeric and
Sichuan pepper.
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-Strongthenin Regional

Cooperation: 1CI

Kathmandu, Jone 4, Sikkim,The
57th Board of Governors Meet-
ing of the International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), hosted by the Govern-
ment of India in Gangtok, Sikkim,
concluded with a strong and unani-
mous call for enhanced regional
cooperation and increased finan-
cial support to address the esca-
lating environmental and develop-
ment challenges facing the Hindu
Kush Himalaya (HKH) region.
The meeting brought together
Board members and representa-
tives from Regional Member
Countries (RMCs), members of
the ICIMOD Support Group, and
Board observers to deliberate on
ICIMOD's Annual Progress Re-
port 2025, the Annual Plan and
Budget 2026, and the Budget Out-
lay for 2027. Discussions focused
on strengthening collective regional
action in response to accelerating
climate change impacts,
biodiversity loss, air pollution, dis-
aster risks, water insecurity, and
socio-economic vulnerabilities
across the HKH.

Board members and partners
highly appreciated ICIMOD's
growing role as an important re-
gional intergovernmental platform
that advances science, fosters re-
gional dialogue, enables innovation,
and promotes transboundary co-
operation for sustainable mountain
development. Participants ac-
knowledged that at a time of in-
creasing regional and global uncer-
tainty, ICIMOD's convening
power and knowledge leadership
are more critical than ever for the
future resilience and prosperity of
the HKH region.

Recognising the urgency of scaling
up regional responses and the im-
portance of effectively implement-
ing ICIMOD's upcoming Me-
dium-Term Action Plan VI(MTAP
VI), the Board of Governors

oD

unanimously agreed to consider
enhancing core and programme
funding for the organisation. The
Board underlined the importance
of securing sufficient and predict-
able financial resources to enable
ICIMOD to eftectively deliver its
mandate, strengthen regional co-

operation, and support holistic, in-
clusive, and sustainable develop-
ment across the HKH region. The
Board further emphasized the need
to reinforce long-term institutional
sustainability in order to respond
to emerging regional and global
challenges.

Chairing the meeting, Mr. Tanmay
Kumar, Secretary of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Government of In-
dia, called upon Regional Member
Countries, bilateral and multilateral
development partners, and inter-
national financial institutions to
work together for the Hindu Kush
Himalayan Region in the true spirit
of "One Earth, One Hindu Kush
Himalayas and One Common
Goal." He mentioned that we need
to work collectively with the local
community, civil society organisa-
tions following "Whole of Govern-
ment" and "Whole of Society" ap-
proach in the true spirit of " Hima-
layas for Humanity and Humanity
for Himalayas" . With this objec-
tive in mind, he informed the meet-
ing that India would like to con-
sider enhancing its contribution to
core funding as well as in pro-
gramme activities subject to con-
currence among the regional mem-

ber countries and formalization of
project approval mechanism in In-
dia. He called upon all other mem-
bers and development partners to
consider increasing their contribu-
tions to ICIMOD's institutional
core funding and regional pro-
grammes to enable ICIMOD per-
form its designated role. He under-
scored that stronger investment in
regional cooperation mechanisms
is essential for
securing climate
= resilience, envi-
ronmental
sustainability,
‘*: and  shared
~ prosperity for
the people of the
HKH.

=SS During the ses-
sion, Dr. Teresa Fogelberg, Chair
of the Programme Advisory Com-
mittee, emphasized the importance
of collective ownership, regional
solidarity, and strengthened com-
mitment from all member countries
and partners. She strongly sup-
ported the ardent call from the
Chair of the Board of Governors
and encouraged Regional Member
Countries to approach their re-
spective governments to mobilise
stronger support and enhanced
contributions for [CIMOD.
The Board agreed to hold an ex-
traordinary meeting in September
in Nepal to firm up funding com-
mitments from both regional and
international sources in tandem with
the approval of ICIMOD's Me-
dium Term Action Plan VI (2027-
2030).
The meeting concluded with re-
newed political commitment and
strategic consensus among mem-
ber countries and partners to
deepen regional cooperation,
strengthen collective action, and
reinforce ICIMOD's role as a lead-
ing regional institution working to-
wards a resilient, sustainable, and
prosperous Hindu Kush Himalaya
region.
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Organice....
Despite this, the study finds lim-
ited empirical evidence to verify that
these ambitions consistently trans-
late into measurable outcomes on
farms.

"While some LEAF Marque farm-
ers report improvements in
biodiversity, and standards pro-
mote practices such as integrated
pest management and nutrient plan-
ning, the lack of accessible, farm-
level data makes it difficult to draw
firm conclusions about overall per-
formance."

Dr Cooper added that the findings
suggest that, while both systems
contribute to environmental im-
provement, organic farming cur-
rently provides the strongest evi-
dence of delivering EIP goals in
practice. For LEAF Marque, on-
going revisions to its standards and
improved data collection - such as
enhanced reporting through its Sus-
tainable Farming Review - present
an opportunity to strengthen its
evidence base and demonstrate
real-world impact more clearly.
She said the study concludes that
strengthening monitoring, verifica-
tion and data sharing across all as-
surance schemes will be essential
to fully demonstrate their role in
achieving national environmental
targets.

Cristopher Stopers, Co-chair of
the English Organic Forum and
Policy Adviser to Organic Farm-
ers & Growers CIC, said: "This
excellent synthesis and analysis of
the available evidence for the multi-
functional benefits of organic is
welcome. Defra must be congratu-
lated for commissioning the experts
ORC to undertake it. Organic is
widely acknowledged as a well-
defined and regulated option for
enhancing the environmental out-
comes of food and farming. Con-
sumers and citizens know what
organic stands for. This review will
surely strengthen Defra's commit-
ment to publish an Organic Action
Plan for England and grow the pro-
duction base."

Regional Consultation on

"Cropping Intensit
Biodiversity in South

Kathmandu, June 23, Dhaka, A
three-day regional consultation on
"Cropping Intensity and
Biodiversity in South Asia" began
today (23 June 2026), bringing
together experts, researchers and
policymakers from across the re-
gion to explore ways of increasing
agricultural productivity while safe-
guarding biodiversity. Organized
by the SAARC Agriculture Cen-
tre (SAC), the virtual meeting aims
to promote regional cooperation
and develop recommendations for
sustainable agricultural practices
that support both food security

and environmental conservation in
SAARC Member States.

In his welcome remarks, Dr. Md.
Harunur Rashid, Director of SAC,
said that while increasing cropping
intensity is essential to meet the
region's growing food demand,
biodiversity conservation must re-
main a priority for sustaining agri-
cultural productivity and ecosystem
health. He noted that biodiversity
plays a crucial role in maintaining
soil fertility, pollination services and
ecosystem resilience, all of which
are fundamental to sustainable ag-
ricultural development in South
Asia.

Presenting the objectives of the
consultation, Dr. Sikander Khan
Tanveer, Senior Program Special-
ist (Crops) at SAC, highlighted the
growing pressure on agricultural
land across South Asia and em-
phasized the importance of evalu-

and
sia"
ating the environmental impacts of
intensified farming practices.
Delivering the keynote presenta-
tion, Dr. Pashupati Choudhary,
Biodiversity Expert and Interna-
tional Consultant to UNDP and
FAO, discussed how agricultural
intensification can affect ecosys-
tems, pollinators, soil biodiversity
and natural habitats. He advocated
for sustainable farming practices,
crop diversification and
biodiversity-friendly technologies
to minimize environmental risks.
Speaking as the special guest, Mr.
Tanvir Ahmad Torophder, Direc-
tor (ARD &
SDF) of the
SAARC Secre-
tariat, Nepal, un-
derscored the
importance of re-
gional coopera-
tion and knowl-
edge sharing in
addressing com-
mon agricultural and environmen-
tal challenges faced by South Asian
countries.
Chief Guest Dr. Md. Abdus Salam,
Executive Chairman of the Bang-
ladesh Agricultural Research Coun-
cil (BARC), said food security and
biodiversity conservation should
be pursued together rather than
viewed as competing goals. He
called for stronger research col-
laboration, evidence-based
policymaking and greater invest-
ment in sustainable agricultural
technologies.
The consultation is expected to gen-
erate recommendations for pro-
moting sustainable cropping sys-
tems and biodiversity conservation
across South Asia through regional
cooperation and sharing scientific
innovation.
-Press Release/23 June 2026/
SAC-Dhaka, Bangladesh
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