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The publication won the Indigenous award 2021

Ind1genous Peoples food systems
publication wins the 2021 Best in the
World Sustainability Report Award
Unique, FAO-led collaborative
study is currently exhibited in the
2021 best food culture books
exposition at Alfred Nobel House

Indigenous brigades of
Prevfogo/Ibama plan with the
indigenous community of

Porquinhos, Maranhao, Brazil.

30 September 2021, Rome - A
recently launched FAO-led
publication on Indigenous Peoples'
food systems won the 2021 Best in
the World Sustainability Report
Award. The annual award was
established by the Hallbars
Sustainability Research
Organization to promote the creation
and distribution of sustainability
reports. The publication entitled

Indigenous Peoples' food systems:
Insights on sustainability and
resilience from the front line of
climate change is the result of a
collaboration between FAO and
the Alliance of Bioversity
International and the International
Center for Tropical Agriculture
(CIAT) along with several
Universities, Research centres and
local Indigenous Peoples
organizations. The publication
profiles eight Indigenous Peoples'
food systems in the Amazon, Sahel,
Himalayas, Pacific Islands and the
Arctic, documenting their food
generation capacity in a sustainable

and resilient way
j while conserving
o biodiversity in the
gEccosystems.
i Despite the high
s degree of food
g sclf-sufficiency,
fl cssential for their
food security, the
publication warns
about the
increasing threats
zand mounting
external pressures
these unique food
systems face.
"The Hallbars Award jury recognizes
the great value of the content of this
publication for sustainable
development. We admire and
respect Indigenous Peoples and the
authors of this publication who
shared a deep knowledge on food
and natural resources, along with their
unique experiences," said Edouard
Cointreau, President of Hallbars, at
a virtual award ceremony today.
"This publication has been
recognized as the most important
book of'the year and will become a
classic. If you are willing toread a
book this year, ensure to read this
one, it could change the way you see
food and life," added Pelle Agorelius,
member of the Hallbars Jury.
"This publication portrays many
lessons that humanity can learn from
Indigenous Peoples to make food
systems more sustainable, like the
holistic approach to food, the
importance of seasonality as
consumers and producers, the
circularity of food systems to reduce
food waste, and the respect for food
and the environment", said FAO's
Director on Innovation, Khalid
Bomba. He continued saying:
“Indigenous Peoples traditional
knowledge when combined with
technology and new techniques can
provide innovative solutions for
problems affecting human kind such

as food insecurity and climate
change.”

“Indigenous Peoples” food systems
for centuries have provided food,
shelter, culture and maintain our social
fabric and cosmogonies across the
world. These systems have fed our
communities for thousands of years.
We tell the world we are the living
proof that you can have sustainable
and resilient food systems. We tell the
World that our Indigenous Peoples”
food systems are game changers that
can offer insights and social values
of caring, sharing and consensus
building to transform global food
systems that are fast depleting the
resources in our planet” said Bah
Phrang Roy, a Khasi elder and
indigenous leader.

Representing the Scientific Editorial
Committee of the publication,
Barbara Burlingame, Professor of
Massey University highlighted that
"this publication and this Award are
important because they recognize the
centrality of Indigenous Peoples” food
systems in preserving biodiversity
and Indigenous Peoples as the best
guardians of Mother Earth"

"This Award is a recognition to
Indigenous Peoples worldwide, who
daily preserve their ancestral food
and knowledge systems, fight climate
change, protect biodiversity, and face
pressures from external actors on
their lands. We would like to dedicate
the Award to those Indigenous
women, youth, elder and men who
protect land and natural resources
with their life across the world", said
Yon Fernandez de Larrinoa, Head of
the FAO Indigenous Peoples Unit.
The publication is currently exhibited
along with 600 books from 55
countries at the Alfred Nobel House
in Karlskoga, Sweden, as part of the
Sustainable Gastronomy exhibition.
The exhibition, organized by the
Gourmand Awards and the Hallbars
Sustainability Research Institute, was
inaugurated on June 18 for
Sustainable Gastronomy Day and
will end on October 21, 2021 with
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Global people's sovereignty (GPS) Declaration

22 september End corporate
monopoly control!

Fight for People's Rights to Just,
Equitable, Healthy, and Sustainable
Food Systems!

We are organizations of smallholder
farmers, landless peasants,
agricultural workers, fisherfolk,
pastoralists, plantation workers;
groups representing indigenous
peoples, local communities, youth,
women, urban poor, and consumers;
and advocates of food sovereignty,
agroecology, and genuine agrarian
reform and rural development. We
represent the global regions of Asia
and the Pacific, Africa, Latin America
and the Caribbean, Europe, and
North America.

We make up the Global People's
Summit for Just, Equitable, Healthy,
and Sustainable Food System:s.

In 2020, about 2.37 billion people
worldwide suffered moderate or
severe food insecurity, according to
the 2021 report on the state of food
security and nutrition. The number of
food-insecure people swelled by 320
million in just one year - equivalent
to the increases in the previous five
years combined.

Further, the raging COVID-19
pandemic has devastated millions of
jobs and livelihoods worldwide,
including those directly involved in
food production, worsening the
already alarming and deteriorating
state of global hunger and poverty.
Worldwide, the number of people
facing hunger reached about 768
million in 2020, around 118 million
more than in 2019. This includes
those who are likely to have
experienced hunger as a result of the
pandemic.

We stress, however, that the
COVID-19 pandemic is just one of
several drivers of worsening hunger
and food insecurity. Long before the
coronavirus, a pandemic of systemic
and perpetual hunger being

perpetrated by big business through
the globalized food economy — a
system  characterized by
unsustainable monoculture
production, environmental plunder,
and waste; as well as wars and
conflicts fueled by imperialist
competition for resources, land, and
markets.

The worsening climate crisis -
highlighted in the 2021 report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) - has been pushing
hundreds of millions to famine and
deprivation. Like many other
environmental crises, the climate

including the agro-industrial livestock
industry, agrochemicals, genetic
engineering, and digital technology in
cahoots with research institutions,
foundations, and token civil society
groups, have dominated and
dictated the discussions on food
systems transformation, as can be
clearly seen in the United Nations
Food Systems Summit (UNFSS).

We find it unacceptable that the
UNEFSS is proclaiming itself as a so-
called "people's summit" when the
aspirations and demands of the
world's peoples for a truly radical
transformation of food systems are

crisis is deeply rooted in the
inherently destructive monopoly
capitalist mode of production,
including in food and agriculture.
Amid these multiple and interrelated
crises of health, climate,
environment, and economy and their
many impacts on hunger and
poverty, it is indeed very urgent to
radically transform the global food
system.

The nature of this transformation
should be a subject of open and
honest debate, with people’s rights
at the center of all discussions. But
the oligopolies of agribusiness

being met with lip service while being
sidelined by the profit-seeking
interests of monopoly corporations.
As the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Food pointed out, the
UNFSS turned a blind eye to
structural causes of failed food
systems, ignored the worrisome
corporate concentration of power,
and diluted the right to participation
in decision-making through the so-
called multistakeholder approach.
While supposedly encouraging the
contribution of grassroots
movements and civil society, the
UNEFSS lacked transparency and
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meaningful opportunities for people
to participate. Those who took part
in UNFSS events and meetings have
become cynical as there was no clear
connection between people’s input
and the Summit’s outcomes.

The path that UNFSS has charted
is towards the further promotion of
"techno-fix "solutions", including
digital farming or precision
agriculture; harmful technologies like
agrochemicals and genetic
engineering; and market-based
approaches anchored in neoliberal
policies of privatization, deregulation,
and trade liberalization, pushed by
corporations and implemented by
governments - all for the narrow
benefit of big business at the great
expense of people and the planet,
including fragile ecosystems already
suffering unprecedented forest fires
to make way for agro-industrial
production.

It is highly concerning that powerful
industrial livestock agribusinesses,
which are among the worst emitters
of GHGs and destroyers of forests,
have gained space in the UNFSS
while small-holder farmers have been
almost erased from the process. The
UNFSS thus serves this destructive
industry by greenwashing its harmful
practices and giving them free passes
to continue as usual with their dirty
business. Meanwhile, governments
and multilateral development banks
continue to invest in unsustainable
livestock farming, especially in the
Global South, when the real solution
is to divest from factory farming and
redirect those resources towards
small-scale diverse farming,
agroecological practices, and overall
cleaner food systems.

We say to the UNFSS and its big
business patrons, "Not in our name!"
Not in our name shall you peddle
unsafe GM foods on the pretext of
addressing the climate crisis when
your real intention is to deepen and
expand corporate monopoly control
of our seeds and resources.

Not in our name shall you push more
toxic pesticides from the Poison
Cartel of big agrochemical
companies in the guise of improving

Water resources shall be
accessible at all times to
communities that rely on
them for food and
livelihood. We will resist all
forms of land and resource
grabbing and labor
exploitation that massively

displace farmers,
indigenous  peoples,
workers, fishers, and other
rural peoples.

farm productivity, when these
expensive inputs merely shove small
food producers into the pits of debts
and bankruptcy, while damaging our
health and environment.

Not in our name shall you displace
and threaten indigenous peoples and
local communities and deforest their
lands to make way for agro-industrial
livestock farming, plantations, mining,
and other so-called development
projects, which are already taking a
huge toll on the world’s forests.
Not in our name shall Big Tech mine,
privatize, and monopolize data about
our farms and crops so that
corporations can consolidate their
position as the command and control
of food production while making it
easier for the finance oligarchs to
determine which are the most
profitable farmlands for their parasitic
speculation.

Not in our name shall governments
use their levers of power to subsidize
and orient food production towards
exports rather than towards feeding
their own citizens.

Thus, we have gathered as the Global
People's Summit to expose and
strongly counter the devious

corporate agenda of the anti-people
summit that is the UNFSS.

More importantly, as the Global
People's Summit, we declare that
through the collective vigor and
resolve of our communities and
movements, we shall advance with
unwavering enthusiasm the people's
demands for a food systems
transformation that is truly built on
justice, equitability, health, and
sustainability.

We commit to the struggle for just
food systems.

We believe that a just food system
can only be built on the people's right
to own and effectively control land,
seeds, water, and other productive
resources. We will continue to assert
that land belongs to those who
directly till and enrich the land to
produce food and other needs of
societies, and not to the landlords or
corporations that enormously profit
from its wanton exploitation. Water
resources shall be accessible at all
times to communities that rely on
them for food and livelihood. We will
resist all forms of land and resource
grabbing and labor exploitation that
massively displace farmers,
indigenous peoples, workers, fishers,
and other rural peoples. We demand
accountability from those who
plunder and destroy the environment
and grossly violate the people's rights
to land and resources.

In building just and healthy food
systems, the contributions of
indigenous and local communities,
including women, who play an
essential role in the sustainable
management of natural resources and
restoration of ecosystems, must be
recognized. Indigenous and
genuinely sustainable local initiatives
to produce food must be supported
instead of the destructive and
unsustainable agro-industrial food
production. Recognition of
Indigenous Peoples’ self-
determination over their ancestral
land and diversified food system is

0 |
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critical to promote just and equitable
food systems.

A just food system entails that
people's rights and human dignity be
upheld at all times. No community,
social class, or nation shall be ever
deprived of access to food because
of poverty, wars, or conflicts.

We commit to the struggle for
equitable food systems.

We believe that an equitable food
system can only be built on the
people's right to land and livelihoods,
and to decent working and living
conditions for all. This means that
food production must be decided by
the sovereign will of the people, based
on their particular circumstances,
priorities, and needs. Profit motives
of corporations — euphemistically
called market forces — should not
determine what food to produce,
how to produce it, and for whom.
Meanwhile, we assert that
agricultural workers and all workers
in the food sector must enjoy living
wages, job security, maximum social
protection, and other rights and
benefits, and the incomes of
smallholder farmers must be
guaranteed through various forms of
state support and protection to allow
them and their families to live
decently. Women farmers, who make
up much of the global farming
population, must be accorded the
respect they have earned, and their
rights protected.

We commit to the struggle for
healthy food systems.

We believe that healthy food systems
can only be built on the people's right
to have access at all times to
nutritious and sufficient food. Food
that is produced in an agroecological
manner must be promoted and be
made widely available and affordable
to all in order to protect the health
and wellbeing of both the food
producers and consumers. We assert
that food production that relies on
heavy doses of poisonous
agrochemicals or uses questionable

technology — like genetic
modification — must be halted.
Corporate-controlled farms and
plantations and intensive, large-scale
animal farming are creating
conditions for the spread of killer
diseases and pandemics and must be
held accountable for damaging the
environment and harming public
health.

We commit to the struggle for
sustainable food systems.

We believe that sustainable food
systems can only be built on the
people's right to a healthy planet and
environment that is also capable of
adequately producing all the food
needs of the world's population.
Building a strong foundation for
sustainability in our food systems
requires food sovereignty and
agroecology, for people's rights to
land and resources, for decent
working and living conditions, and for
anutritious diet. We assert that our
farmers and other small food
producers can feed the world in a
manner that is mindful of our
planetary boundaries by maximizing
and combining their indigenous
knowledge and practices with
socially responsible science and
technology supported by public
resources and appropriate, pro-
people, and pro-planet government
programs. Amid a worsening climate
crisis, support for smallholder farm
production is more urgent and
necessary than ever. Unlike large-
scale corporate farms that drive
significant GHG emissions,
smallholder farmers are motivated to
practice agroecology and are more
resilient to severe climatic events.
Unlike industrial mono-crop
plantations and factory farming,
small-scale farmers practice
integrated farming and diverse crop
production. They are the custodians
of the diversity of crop species and
varieties that are crucial in maintaining
rich and healthy biodiversity, which
is very important for global food

security and indispensable for
resilient food systems, in particular
in the face of the growing climate
Crisis.

We commit to the struggle for
diverse local food systems.

We believe that a single, globalized
food system imposed everywhere
can never be healthy, sustainable, or
equitable. Those goals can only be
met by local food systems that are
reflections of cultural and biological
diversity, and that put local needs
before export. Local food systems
are the key to food sovereignty,
dignified land-based livelihoods, and
the health and wellbeing of both
people and the planet. We reject and
oppose the globalization and
corporatization of our food systems,
and call for the political mechanisms
—regulations, subsidies, and taxes —
that currently favor the big, global
and techno-industrialized, to be
shifted so that they support
sustainable local food systems
instead.

We vow to work collectively to
carry out the national, regional,
sectoral, and thematic People's
Action Plans that were produced
from the workshops, public forums,
and consultations organized under
the Global People's Summit. These
Action Plans represent our concrete
and particular demands and
campaigns along the four pillars of
food systems transformation - (1)
Food sovereignty and democracy at
the core of food and agricultural
policies; (2) Agroecology and
sustainability in production,
distribution, and consumption; (3)
People's right to land, production,
and resources; and (4) People's right
to adequate, safe, nutritious, and
culturally-appropriate food.

We are the Global People's Summit
and we are hungry for change.

Join the struggle for just, equitable,
healthy, and sustainable food
systems.

FY TR 2095 A (Krishi Journal-2021 (Sep-Oct) |

1



FAO updates own Framework 2022-31

FAO updates its Members on the
implementation of the Strategic
Framework 2022-31

Healthy diets and better nutrition
vital for realizing Sustainable
Development Goals

A woman sells fruits and vegetables
at the market in Isfana, Kyrgyzstan
30 September 2021, Rome -
Providing healthy diets and better
nutrition globally is key to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), and the Food and
Agriculture Orgamzatlon of the

the 2030 Agenda and achieving the
SDGs - particularly SDG 1 (Zero
Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and
SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) -
through the transformation of agri-
food systems.

Qu called for "concrete and
pragmatic action" to address the
challenge of improving nutrition.
According to the 2021 edition
of The State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World report, nearly
three billion people on the planet,
more than one in three, cannot access

United Nations (FAO) is working
urgently on transforming agri-food
systems to make that possible,
Director-General QU Dongyu said
today.

"Because nutrition is so important,
it has become one of the four pillars
of FAO's approach to helping
realize the SDGs," Qu told FAO
Members at a high-level virtual
event on "Implementing FAO's
Strategic Framework 2022-31:
Raising levels of nutrition for all",
The other three pillars are better
production, a better
environment and a better life, which
together form the four betters.

The Strategic Framework seeks to
support Members in implementing

ahealthy diet; one in nine face hunger
and one in three is overweight or
obese. In addition, almost a quarter
of all children under five are stunted
and 45 million are wasted.

FAO has committed to helping
achieve the transformation to more

efficient, inclusive, resilient and
sustainable agri-food systems that
can produce safe and nutritious food
for all. The main planks of its
approach are:

- Generating, using and sharing data
on people's diets and agri-food
systems, to provide decision-makers
with evidence, guidance and
assistance for game-changing
solutions, and to monitor relevant
SDG indicators

- Collating, using and communicating
science-based evidence on
technologies, innovation, policies
and options that will enable agri-food
systems to deliver access to healthy
diets forall

- Catalysing policy coherence and
collective action through dialogues
with multiple stakeholders, from
governments to the private sector,
from civil society to vulnerable
populations

- Building increased capacity
through technical assistance,
training, and innovative learning
solutions - targeted not only at
decision-makers and implementing
actors, but also farmers'
associations, Indigenous Peoples,
women, youth and schools

- Partnering for better global and
national governance of nutrition that
includes a stronger commitment to
healthy diets as part of multi-sectoral
policy, action, and investment for
nutrition.
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Innovation Award 2021, Celebrate at WFF

The Innovation Award encourages
and celebrates innovation and
entrepreneurs who successfully
implement outstanding projects in the
agriculture sector.

1 October 2021, Rome — The Food
and Agriculture Organization of the

level of the supply chain and
strengthen the link between farmers
and consumers. A second prize is
also awarded for Innovations that
Empower Youth in Agriculture and
Food Systems. The prize for each
award is $30 000, allowing winners

United Nations (FAO) and the
Federal Government of Switzerland
have announced the winners of the
2021 edition of the annual
International Innovation Award for
Sustainable Food Systems, a joint
initiative designed to encourage and
celebrate innovation and
entrepreneurs who successfully
implement outstanding projects in the
agriculture sector.

The awards were announced in a
virtual ceremony with the
participation of FAO Director-
General QU Dongyu and Christian
Hofer, Director-General of the
Federal Office for Agriculture of
Switzerland. The ceremony was held
on the first day of the flagship event
(1-5 October, 2021) of the World
Food Forum-a youth-led movement
and network to transform or agri-
food systems.

The main Digitalization and
Innovation for Sustainable Food
Systems award is given for
innovations that impact more than one

FAO Director-General Qu
Dongyu congratulated the
winners, adding that the
Award "highlights the
importance of innovation and
youth as key drivers to
transform agri-food systems.

to take their business to the next
level.

This year’s award for Digitalization
and Innovation for Sustainable Food
Systems went to [farm360, a start-
up enabling investors to crowd-fund
smallholder farmers in Kenya. In
addition to access to finance,
Ifarm360 offers smallholder farmers
crop advice and supervision, as well
as farming inputs and equipment
such as solar irrigation kits. Ifarm360
connects smallholder farmers, the
crowd investors and off-takers,
creating a win-win-win business
model.

Special mention was given
to Enveritas for using digital

technology and innovation to conduct
sustainability verification of
unorganized and underserved
smallholder coffee farmers globally.
The Innovations that Empower Youth
in Agriculture and Food
Systems award was split this year
between two projects, both of which
received equally high rankings from
the Screening Committee.

Access Agriculture AISBL was
recognised for enabling young people
individually or as a team, to use solar
powered technology to show
farmer-to-farmer training videos in
local languages inremote villages with
no electricity, no internet access and
poor mobile signal. Access
Agriculture is working with local
communities across the Global
South, while also improving the
environment using agroecological
principles.

Access Agriculture shared the prize
with Bountifield International, who
offer young people in rural areas new
opportunities as postharvest
technology entrepreneurs providing
a fee-for-service to farmers to
process, preserve and sell their
crops. Bountifield’s ‘business in a
box” model equips them with needed
technology, access to financing and
information they need to drive agri-
business value addition, to reduce
food loss, and to increase growth
across rural Africa.

FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
congratulated the winners, adding
that the Award "highlights the
importance of innovation and youth
as key drivers to transform agri-food
systems. FAO is working to engaging
and empowering youth to transform
our agri-food systems."

"I wish to convey my appreciation
to the Government of Switzerland
for the effective partnership which
has led to this successful outcome.
It also affirms the value of our shared
goal - to encourage game-changing
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solutions by innovative approaches
and people," he said.
Christian Hofer, Director-General of
the Swiss Federal Office for
Agriculture, said the "Swiss-FAO
International Innovation Award aims
at honouring already existing
projects that proved to be successful
and have a potential to scale up or
spill over to other parts of the food
systems. This kind of support is
important because there is a need for
a larger number of well-functioning
inovative projects to achieve food
systems transformation."
"I’m convinced that transformative
change is only possible of it engages
young people and if it exploits the
potential of digitalization in the
agriculture and food sector," he said.
FAO and the Federal Government
of Switzerland first launched the
awards in 2018, as a way to
encourage innovation by publicly
recognising best practices in the field
of sustainable food and agriculture.
Each year individuals, private
companies and institutions are invited
to submit a nomination for an
innovation that is contributing to
Sustainable Development Goal 1,
No Hunger. This year, the awards
were part of the World Food
Forum’s flagship event, celebrating
youth-led actions and boosting
awareness, fostering engagement
and mobilizing resources for food
systems transformation. Find out
more about the winners and past
editions of the awardsHow young
people can transform agri-food
systems
Youth are an indispensable force for
change — find out how you can get
involved in the World Food Forum
Young people have made big steps
towards a more sustainable future —
here’s how you can get involved.
With climate change, conflict, hunger
and environmental crises regularly in
the news and social media every day,
the younger generation is more

Rapid population growth,
urbanisation, wealth
inequality and changes in
consumption patterns are
challenging our agri-food
systems’ ability to provide
healthy, accessible and
affordable diets.

aware than ever of global issues and
arguably also more active than ever.
And why shouldn’t they be? It is
their future at risk.

Youth have already made significant
steps forward in getting climate issues
on the world stage and global
political agendas —and their voices
make a big difference as they fight
for their future. Young people are also
key to transforming our agri-food
systems for the better, creating a new
system that can meet modern
challenges and provide nutrition for
a growing population.

The World Food Forum (WFF) was
envisioned to harness this energy and
power. It is a youth-led movement
and network to transform our food
systems to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), in
particular SDG 2: "Zero Hunger".
With events, dialogue and outreach
hosted throughout the year, the WFF
promotes youth-led actions by
boosting awareness, fostering
engagement and advocacy and
mobilizing resources. Join for the
WFF’s first flagship event from 1-5
October.

Here are ways you can get involved
in WFF and beyond!

Lead the change :

The WFF’s Youth Action track
connects young agents of change,
empowers them to engage in global
dialogues and galvanizes concrete
actions. Local, regional and global
events will feature debates and
discussions with youth leaders who
will finalize the Youth Action

Compendium, a concrete action plan
to set the course for the next several
years of youth-led food systems
transformation. Get involved
by joining the WFF’s Youth
Assembly from 4 to 5 October during
the inaugural WFF flagship Event.
Empower yourself with education!
Where does our food comes from?
How do we live sustainably? How
can our lifestyles reflect our green
beliefs?

Knowledge is key if we are to make
sustainable systemic changes. Well,
now you can boost your knowledge
on a multitude of topics. YUNGA
labs are being hosted in partnership
with the WFF on a variety of issues
from green energy and biodiversity
to protecting our oceans and
reducing waste. Join these labs to
start your journey to become a global
citizen who can change the world.

Become a master :

Rapid population growth,
urbanisation, wealth inequality and
changes in consumption patterns are
challenging our agri-food systems’
ability to provide healthy, accessible
and affordable diets. The WFF
Innovation Masterclasses are virtual
events where global experts and
youth leaders share stories of
actionable solutions that can help
transform our agri-food systems.
Why not join one? From ‘Fostering
Innovation and Entrepreneurship for
Sustainable Development’ with
Kimbal Musk and the Extreme Tech
Challenge (XTC) to ‘From Cup to
Bean’ with the Slow Food Coffee
Coalition, there’s something for
everyone interested in learning both
practical skills as well as more
gathering more information about the
relationship between our planet and
our food systems.

Follow the WFF champions :
Everyone could use arole model and
that’s what champions are for. WFF
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Champions are exceptional young
people from all fields and walks of
life, with one thing in common: a
passion and commitment to the
global movement supporting agri-
food systems transformation and a
better food future for all.

Olawale Ashimi, who performs
under the stage name Brymo, is a
Nigerian singer, songwriter and
recording artist. Meera Dasgupta is
the youngest United States Youth
Poet Laureate appointed in the
history of the country. Natalie
Prabha, from Malaysia, is a
professional model, stylist and
photographer. These are just a few
of the young, handpicked change-
makers who have reined in the
power of social media to reach wide
audiences and influence positive
change. Learn more about them and
how you can follow them and their
actions here.

FAO’s Innovation Awards offer
young people the chance to take their
business to the next level and help
transform agri-food systems.

Getinnovative :
The FAO Innovation Awards
encourage innovation by celebrating
new enterprises designed to
transform agri-food systems. The
award acknowledges not only digital
innovation, but also new or existing
products or practices that are used
in a specific context, to increase
effectiveness, competitiveness and
resilience. Winners of the awards,
one for excellence in digitization and
innovation for sustainable food
systems and one for an innovation
that specifically empowers youth in
sustainable food systems, will receive
a cash award to bring their
businesses to the next level.
WFF’s Start-up Innovation Awards,
powered by XTC also recognize and
provide funding to young
entrepreneurs to take their agri-
business ideas to the next level. Read
about the finalists here-and watch the

selection of the winner on 2
October. The WFF and FAO will
also be crowning the winners of the
first Transformative Research
Challenge for young university
students and researchers, who will
win expert mentorship and the
chance to turn their innovative food
systems transformation research
ideas into sound research papers for
a global stage.

Speak up : Get involved with one
of the WFF’s partners, the

FoodxFilm festival! Film is one of the
most powerful storytelling tools of our
time and an important way to involve
young people in addressing the future
of food and building sustainable
transformation. Through film, panels
and events that will provoke your
thoughts, the festival will probe the
question: What does a food future
reimagined mean for you?

Let’s create a better food future
together. Be part of the solution.

MEDIA ADVISORY

UN Food Systems Summit 2021
MEDIAADVISORY
WHAT: As part of the final count-
down to the UN Food Systems
Summit, which will take place on
Thursday, September 23, each of
the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals will be spotlighted daily to
demonstrate how food systems play
adefiningrole in achieving the SDGs
by 2030.
A range of high-level experts (full
list follows below) will be available
to discuss the importance of lever-
aging food systems to accelerate
progress on all SDGs. This follows
a two-year process of global en-
gagement among governments, In-
digenous Peoples, food producers,
and youth, to unlock the power of
food systems to transform the fu-
ture for people and planet.
WHEN: The 17-day countdown
to the Summit will be launched
on Monday, September 6, with each
day dedicated to a different SDG
on the Food Systems Summit’s
channels, including Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram and online.
The following spokespeople are
available during the 17-day count-
down to the Summit on Thursday,
September 23.
SDG Available spokespeople
SDG 17, Monday, September 6
Partnerships for the goals
Dr. Agnes Kalibata, UN Special
Envoy to the Food Systems
SummitDavid Nabarro, Senior Ad-

visor to the Special Envoy for
the Summit DialoguesHis Eminence
Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect,
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development

SDG 16, Tuesday, September
7Peace, justice and strong institutions
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency,
Spokesperson

SDG 15, Wednesday, September
8Lifeonland Michael Taylor, Sec-
retariat Director, Global Secretariat
ofthe International Land Coalition
(ILC) (Botswana)Claudia Martinez,
Co-chair, Country Programs, Food
and Land Use Economy- FOLU
SDG 14, Thursday, September 9Life
belowwater Shakuntala
Thilsted, Global Lead for Nutrition
and Public Health, WorldFishPeter
Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the
Ocean

SDG 13, Friday, September 10Cli-
mateaction  Martin Frick, Deputy
to the UN Special Envoy for the
Food Systems SummitDivine
Ntiokam, Founder and Managing
Director, Climate Smart Agriculture
of Youth Network (CSAYN)

SDG 12, Saturday, September
11Responsible consumption and pro-
duction Vijay Kumar, Executive Vice
Chairman, Rythu Sadhikara Samstha
(India)Flemming Besenbacher, Chair-
man of Danish Think Tank on the Pre-
vention of Food Waste and Food
Losses — ONE\THIRDHelena
Leurent, Director General of Con-
sumers International (Switzerland and
LK)
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Yo-ung generations shaping a better future for food

Pope Francis to join young
farmers, singers, innovators and
others to kick off the five-day
event.

The expert reviewers for the
Transformative Research
Challenge, one of the World Food
Forum's many initiatives

30 September 202 1, Rome - Young
people from around the globe will
be tasked with giving a key
contribution to shape the future of
agri-food systems at the World
Food Forum, a youth-led
movement that holds its first
flagship event virtually from Rome
on Friday.

The Oct. 1-5 online event aims to
harness the energy and creativity
of younger generations to
transform food and agriculture
and help achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), in
particular SDG 2 "No hunger". It
represents the first major follow-
up to the United Nations Food
Systems Summit in New York - the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and other
Rome-based UN agencies will
continue to implement ambitious
and urgent efforts designed to
make the world's agri-food
systems more efficient, inclusive,
resilient and sustainable.

Costa Rica President Carlos
Alvarado Quesada is due to
deliver the opening remarks,
followed by a special address from
Pope Francis. Queen Letizia of
Spain, a FAO Special Goodwill
Ambassador for Nutrition, is also
due to address the Forum, along
with President of UN General
Assembly Abdulla Shahid and FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu.
Producer, singer, songwriter,
entertainer and entrepreneur AY
Young is scheduled to provide a
musical intermission during the
opening ceremony.

The programme of the event can
be found here. Register to join
and follow the event here.

The five-day Forum will also
feature youth leaders from the
world of farming and beyond,
who will be joined by influencers,
celebrities, business and civil
society leaders. Participants from
the private sector include Ramon
Laguarta, CEO of PepsiCo,
Kimbal Musk, Co-Founder and
Chairman of Big Green, The
Kitchen Restaurant Group and
Square Roots, and Frank Giustra,
Co-Chair of the International
Crisis Group.

It includes performances and
demonstrations by Nigerian
singer and songwriter Brymo,
German musician Keye Katcher,
vegan model and influencer
Natalie Prabha, chef and writer
Carla Lalli Music, Poet Meera
Dasgupta and others.

Shaping tomorrow's food

The youth-led World Food Forum
is empowered by the Youth
Committee of FAO. It was
created as an independent
network of partners tasked with
forging a global movement to
restore our agri-food systems.
Climate change, ongoing
conflicts, economic downturns
and the COVID-19 pandemic are
among the leading causes of an
increase in the number of hungry
people, which last year exceeded
810 million.

The younger generations are the
ones that will be left having to
deal with such challenges, but
they are also the ones better
placed to come up with the
solutions.

"The future belongs to youth, and
they have the fresh perspectives,
forward-thinking mindsets and
digital fluency to incite
widespread and sustainable

change. They also have the
numbers to get things done,” FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu said
in a press conference ahead of the
event.

Fostering Innovation :

The World Food Forum is using
innovative ways to discover and
scale up young people's most
promising ideas. It's also providing
young talents with tools and
resources.

The Transformative Research
Challenge, for example, provides
young researchers with mentors
and publicizes their work to help
translate their ideas into top-notch
research papers, grant proposals
and policy suggestions. The
Startup Innovation Awards
connects entrepreneurs with
leaders in the investment,
technology and policy
communities. The Masterclasses
provide lessons such as The
Success Mindset, Food Systems
and Nutrition Education, and
Blockchain 101.

The aim is to help young people
build essential skills and foster
dialogue among students,
scientists, entrepreneurs, investors,
UN experts, and parliamentarians
the world over.

Friday's opening ceremony will end
with FAO and the Government of
Switzerland announcing the
winners of the second edition of
the International Innovation
Award for Sustainable Food
Systems. Individuals, private
companies and institutions were
invited to submit their proposals
for the following two categories:
i) excellence in digitization and
innovation for sustainable food
systems,; and ii) innovation that
specifically empowers youth in
sustainable food systems. More
than 400 nominations from 83
countries were submitted.
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