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reductions. To get asense of scale,
thisis more than the annual fossi!
fuel emissionsof the United States
of Americaand Indiacombined. A
particularly striking developmentis
the sharp increase in transparency
of these reports over the past five
years.

Progressinforest measurement has
also accelerated, driven by the
increasing availability of higher-
resolution imagery and advanced
agorithmsin open source platforms
such as SEPAL. "SEPAL alows
Nigeria to participate in REDD+,
allowing us to access and process
data and images using computing
power of the cloud, allowing usto
more accurately assess forest
changes,” said Moses Ama,
REDD+ coordinator of Nigeria.
Thenew SEPAL platformwill also
bolster FAO's own Global Forest
ResourcesAssessments.
Harnessing the power of cloud
computing, SEPAL enablesaccess
and processing of critical historical
satdllitedataseriesaswell asnewer
data from Landsat and Europe's
Copernicusprogramme, dongwith
modern geospatial data
infrastructures such as Google
Earth Engine under the FAO-
Google partnership. The platform
has now reached more than 3 000
active users from 160 countries,
allowing them to produce robust
results spanning a range of
applications from mosaic-style
renderings of land cover, forest
disturbances firesand pestinfestation
todynamicflood mgpsandinitiatives
geared to peatland conservation and
restoration.

The new release aso includes tools
for near-red time dert systems and
degradati on assessments, contributed
by the Government of Ecuador and
funded by Germany's KfwW
development bank. It complements
other OpenForis open-source
technol ogiesthat FAO hasdevel oped
for forest monitoring and reporting.

United Arab Emirates
and FAO team up to boost
resliencein Liberia

The contribution,
cgrfier thisweek, comesfro

Forelgn Affairs and
International Cooperation,
and aims to support 1 500
rural women in three

$4 million funding agreement
to help rural women develop
sustainable poultry and
vegetable production using
solar energy

A woman in Liberia tends her
crops.

6 September 2019, Rome- The
United Arab Emirates have
agreed to provide $4 million in

funding to foster rural
development in Liberia in
partnership with FAO.

The contribution, agreed earlier
thisweek, comesfromthe UAE's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, and
aims to support 1 500 rural
women in three counties with
improved and sustainable poultry

and vegetabl e production.
The project, "Promoting
increased resilience and

sustainable income generation,
food security and nutrition for
rural women™ will be managed by
FAO and Masdar, the Abu Dhabi
Future Energy Company, which
plans to provide solar energy
solutions to support irrigation,
cold storage, millsand other key
farming operations.

"At FAO we are very pleased to
pilot this Public Private
Partnership for womenin Liberia

with the hope for it to become a
successful modality in involving
the private sector in
development,” said Roberto
Ridolfi, Assistant Director-
General, Programme Support and
Technical Cooperation
Department.

On the ground, the project will
enable women to grow valuable
vegetables and produce poultry
products, such as meat and eggs,
aswell as engage in fish farming.
Its design will leverage the use of
local initiatives such as Caissesde
Resilience, Dimitra clubs - which
are geared to empower women -
and Farmer Field Schooals.
Another aim is to increase crop
yieldsin scalable ways. Improved
foundation seed will beusedinone
major rice-growing area, to which
an international and national rice
expert will bedeployedto buildand
strengthen the capacity of farmers
and district agriculture officers
working for Liberias Ministry of
Agriculture.

Study tours - including trips to
successful ventures in Benin and
the UAE - will be offered to help
scaleup and replicate benefitsfrom
the project in surrounding areas.
The funds will aso contribute to
procuring chicks, poultry vaccines,
seeds, fertilizer, power tillers, and
vehiclesfor marketing. Oneaimis
to facilitate the establishment of
producer groupsinto cooperatives
or marketing associations and in
general to boost the capacity of
rural women to engage in basic
businessand entrepreneurship.

In some casesthe solutionswill be
modelled on a "farm in a box"
approach using converted
container modules.
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Planet satellitesbolster FAO'sg

Innovative forest monitoring
platform SEPAL 2.1 goesmobile
Mexico as seen by SEPAL.

23 September 2019, New York
and Rome - Putting the world's
eyes in the skies to work to
improve human lives and combat
climate change is now easier
thanks to an overhaul of the Food
and Agriculture Organization'
innovative geospatial monitoring
system.

A new version of SEPAL - System
for Earth Observation Data
Access, Processing and Analysis
for Land Monitoring - has been
developed that enables advanced
forest monitoring from mobile
phones. It also provides accessto
high-resol ution dataupdated daily
by a fleet of more than 190
satellites run by Planet, an
integrated aerospace and data
analyticscompany.

Thenew SEPAL 2.1 platformwas
launched in New York at the
Nature for Climate Hub, an event
coinciding with the United Nations
Secretary General'sClimateAction
Summit.

The easy-to-use platform offers
anyone, anywhere unparalleled
access to satellite data and
supercomputing power. It paves
the way for increasing accuracy
and transparency of countries
reporting on national plans to
mitigate the effects of climate
change and fine-tune land-use
policiesand their implementation,
as well as enhancing collective
tenure rights where appropriate.

The SEPAL projectis
funded by Norway's
Internationa Climate

MEe and Forest Initiative

— = (NICFI).
- Alongwith accessvia
mobile phones, the
new SEPAL platform
"W also provides access
to Planet's daily
monitoring data for eight forest
countries - Chile, Costa Rica,
Colombia, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ghana,
Indonesia, Mexico, and
Mozambiqgue. These countriesare
front-runners to unlock results-
based financefor carbon emission
reductions through the World
Bank's Forest Carbon Partnership
Facility Carbon Fund and
BioCarbon Fund Initiative for
Sustainable Forest Landscapes.
"Having access to more accurate
and consistent information on
forest areaand forest cover density
will be a game changer. These
innovative resourcesfill acritical
need for these eight pilot countries
working to meet the reporting
requirements to access results-
based payments for reducing
emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation (REDD+).
What's more, better access to
precise and timely data will
support countries in combating
deforestation to help meet national
and international climatetargets,”
said Andres Espejo, Methodology
Specialist at the World Bank.
"One of themost compelling cases
for Planet's capabilities is
monitoring and measuring forests.
By working with leaders in the
International community, westrive
to find and support ways for our
technology to help Reduce
Emissionsfrom Deforestation and
Forest Degradation,” said Tara
O'Shea, Program L ead for Forests
and Land Use at Planet.

eospatial tool Kit

"As of today, the FAO Forestry
Department supports over 70
countries as they develop forest
monitoring capacities to support
Sustainable Forest Management
and Measurement, Reporting, and
Verification (MRV) systems in
order to receive results-based
payments. These first eight
countries will serve as atest case
for how advanced earth
observation technologies can help
facilitate new solutionsin REDD+
and beyond," said Julian Fox,
FAO's team leader for National
Forest Monitoring.

Planet is imaging all of Earth's
landmassevery day infour spectra
bands, at aspatial resolution of 3.7
meters per pixel, in abid to offer
"insights at the speed of change."
This means that those engaged in
forest management are potentially
able to gain access to an
unprecedented data monitoring
rate to track forest cover and
changes in land use, and address
degradation on acontinual basis.
"The adoption and use of SEPAL
for forest monitoring has exceeded
all expectations and itsimpact on
country reporting to the United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is
already asignificant improvement
compared to previousyears,” said
Tiina Vahanen, Chief, Forestry
Policy and Resources Divisionin
FAQO's Forestry Department.
FAQO in thecloud

As summarized in a new FAO
publication launched today, 39
countries have submitted a Forest
Reference (Emission) Level tothe
UNFCCC, together covering
more than 30% of global forest
cover and around 70% of global
forest loss (FAO 2019). Eight
countries have reported REDD+
results against this submitted
benchmark, totaling more than 8
billion tonnesof CO, inemission
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FAQO’sleader callsfor collaboration
to" break thecycle" in the Sahd

Climate change makes viable
livelihoods and food security
especially urgent, Qu Dongyu
tellsheads of state

FAO Director-General Qu
Dongyu.

22 September 2019, New York -
Tackling the challenges in the
Sahel will require a "common,
coordinated and coherent
response” to provide peopleliving
in the desert region with viable
livelihoods and establish resilient
agrifood systems, FAO Director-
Genera Qu Dongyu said today.
He noted how since 2005, the
Sahel region has been hit by
repeated crises, each leaving the
most vulnerable moreexposed. As
aresult, amost 4 million people
were at risk of acute food
insecurity in the Sahel this year,
while youth unemployment
remains persistently high in the
region, too.

The climate crisis also increases
local conflicts between pastoraists
and farmers over land and water.
"It is clear that the challenges of
the Sahel need a coordinated and
coherent response,” Qu said,
speaking at a G5 Heads of State
Climate Event ahead of the United
Nations General Assembly.

He stressed that FAO iscommitted
to the implementation of the UN
Integrated Strategy for the Sahel
and iscontributing to many efforts
in the region. FAO is also
supporting the G5 Sahel, leading
the pastoralism efforts under the
resilience pillar of its investment
plan.

Qu underscored how in 2018, FAO
reached 1.7 million food insecure
people across the region by
supporting pastoralism, small-
scale crop and vegetable
production and providing cash-
based transfers.

"I would liketo add that the Rome-
based agencies FAO, IFAD and
WFP are combining their strengths
to implement a Plan of Action for
the Sahel, together with nationa
authoritiesand regiond bodieslike
the G5.

The Director-General pointed to
Niger as a case study for the
Rome-based U.N. agencies'
approach, noting the close support
offered for the Government's 3N

He also cited the example
of FAO and the European
Union working together to
strengthen the resilience of
transboundary
agropastoral communities
to food crises in the Sahel.

initiative - ‘"Nigeriens Nourish

Nigeriens" - to achieve zero
hunger and eradicate poverty.
"Thesejoint efforts are providing
alternative job opportunities,
restoring livelihoods and building
resilience for some of theregion's
most vulnerable communities,” Qu
said.

He also cited the example of FAO
and the European Union working
together to strengthen the
resilience of transboundary
agropastoral communitiesto food
crisesinthe Sahel.

"We have a real opportunity to
address the effects of climate
change and build more resilient
agri-food systems acrossthe Sahel
if we commit to working in
partnership and aligning our
efforts. FAO will continue to
support the governments and
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A Great Green Wall for Cities

FAQO’s Director-General
announces new plan to
support nature-based
solutionsto climate change.

pithout land Use
planning, the rapic
expansion of citiescan

The Great GreenWall for Cities cause highly damaging
would seethe creation of urban environmental impacts
green areas that will capture including

carbon emissions. degyadation

S8 areas to severe
droughts, sand
5 and dust
SRR storms,
SR L heatwaves,
bl extremewinds,
floods and
landslides."
This he added,
21 September 2019, New York has detrimental affects on
- The UN Food and Agriculture millions of people.
Organization'sDirector-Genera  Qu outlined how the Great
Qu Dongyu today announced Green Wall for Citiesbuildson
the Great Green Wall for Cities the progress made under the
initiative that aims to support Great Green Wall of Africaand
nature-based solutions to theSahel project and would see
climate change. the creation of urban green
The Director-General madethe areas that are integrated into
announcement ontheeveof this wider landscape restoration
week's Climate Action Summit  activities.
in New York at a Summit side FAO, together with partners, is
event. aiming to support at least three
"The rapid expansion of cities citiesin each of 30 countriesin
takes place without land use Africa and Asia, Dr Qu said
design and theresulting human today at the Climate Action
pressure causes highly

Summit's Nature Based
Solutions for Cities side event.
By 2030, the bold action will
have helped cities create up to
500,000 hectares of new urban
forests and restore or maintain
up to 300,000 hectares of
existing natural forests in and
around cities in the Sahel and
Central Asia

Once completed, the Wall
would capture 0.5-5 Gigatonnes
of carbon dioxide (CO,) per
year.

The enhanced green
infrastructure will reduce the
costs of preventing and
addressing theimpactsof climate
change and improve the well-
being of citizens, the Director-
Generd said.

If well managed, urban forests
and trees can reduce air
temperature by up to 8 degrees
Cedsus, reduce the costs of ar
conditioning by up to 40 percent,
reduce stormwater flows and
improve air quality by filtering
dust and pollutants.

By 2050, the proportion of
people living in cities will be
amost 70 percent, and much of
this growth will occur in Africa
and Asia. Without land use
planning, the rapid expansion of
citiescan cause highly damaging
environmenta impactsincluding
land degradation.

damaging environmental effects
through clearing or degradation
of forestsand other green spaces
in and around urban areas,” Qu

H Y AT TAT T=AC TATE TR
qt.f@ gt Krishijournal.com.np

said.

"The problem is particularly
severe in drylands, where the
effects of climate change are
expected to increase the

ONLINE dfsept ag q¥e &rer
. - éﬁﬁ :
krishijourna @yahoo.com
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|taly and FAO advance awareness
on the benefits of M editerranean diet

Preservinglocal food habitsand
traditionsiskey toachievingthe
Sustainable Development Goals
At an olive production factory in
Viterbo, Italy. Olives are an
essential component of the
Mediterranean diet.

18 September 2019, Rome -
Accessfor al to healthy dietssuch
astheMediterranean dietiscritical
for achieving theAgenda 2030, and
such diets must be protected and
promoted. That was the main
message at an event today
organized by the Government of
Italy with support from FAO aimed
at deepening understanding of the
Mediterranean diet and raising
awareness on how it can help
achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.

The event - the first of a series of
Mediterranean diet-related events
- focuses on the origins, history,
traditions and landscapes of the
Mediterranean diet, and the
principlesonwhichitlies.

It brings together Mediterranean
diet-related experts ranging from
anthropol ogiststo nutritionistsand
representatives of Italy's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, UN agencies
and academia.

Mediterranean diet - itsbenefits
for the Sustainable Development
Goals

The Mediterranean diet promotes
local food production and
consumption  patterns. It
encourages sustainable agriculture,
safeguards landscapes and has a
low environmental footprint, said
FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
at thelaunch of theevent at FAO's
headquarters.

Yet, cautioned the FAO chief, the
Mediterranean diet, like many
other traditional diets around the
world, is being lost to modern

eating habits - an increasing
reliance on "easy eating” options
provided by supermarketsand fast-
food outlets.

Population growth, globalization,
urbanization and economic
pressures are all causing changes
in our food systems, diets and
consumption patterns. Theselead,
in turn, to unhealthy diets with
worrying consegquences on people's
health and lives, and countries
€conomies.

This is why initiatives protecting
and supporting traditional healthy
diets, such as the Mediterranean
diet, areto be commended and
knowledgeonthesedietsmust &=
be expanded, stressedthe FAO &

Director-General.
Ultimately, sustainable and &
healthy foods are good for the
body and the soul, and arethe g
basis for people to have a
productive, healthy and happy
life, said Qu Dongyu.
Initiatives that

Mediterranean diet
FA O recognizestheimportance of
traditional and indigenous diets
acrosstheworld, highlighting their
benefits and supporting their
protection.

With funding from the Italian
Government, FAO and Italy have
been working on enhancing the
adherence to the Mediterranean
Diet in Lebanon and Tunisia. The
knowledge gained through this
work will betransferred into policy
interventions to promote the
Mediterranean diet more broadly.

As part of the UN Decade of
Actionon Nutrition, FAO, Italy and
its partners will launch the Action
Network - agroup of UN agencies
and member countries - to foster
policy dialogue and enhance local
action on traditional, healthy and
sustainablediets.

promote

The theme of this year's World
Food Day - aday to celebrate the
birth of FAO on 16 October - i
dedicated to promoting healthy
diets.

Theimportanceof traditional diets
as a central element of cultural
heritage is also reflected in the
Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems that FAO
established in 2012, with two
Italian landscapes - the Soave
Traditional Vineyards and the
Olive Groves of the Slopes
between Assisi and Spoleto -
recently added to the list of

"outstanding landscapes of
aesthetic beauty that combine
agricultural biodiversity, resilient
ecosystemsand avauableculturd
heritage”.

The Mediterranean diet-related
events - to be held between
September 2019 and the end of
2020 - aim to advance the uptake
of the Mediterranean diet and
explore how various aspectsof the
diet can beincorporatedin FAO's
work on food security and
nutrition, food safety, sustainable
food systems, biodiversity, food
loss and waste, and agricultural
innovation.

Note: Today's event iswebcast on
http://ww.fao.org/webcast/home/
en/. The event will feature pane
discussions with experts on the
Mediterranean diet, anong them
writer andjourndistAlbertoAngda

R |
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FAQ report cites41 countries needing -
external assstancefor food

Dry weather and protracted
conflictsareprimary drivers
Farmersin Syriahave been ableto
plant more acreage this year.

19 September 2019, Rome -
Some 41 countries continue to be
in need of external assistance for
food, with conflicts acting as the
primary cause of high levels of
food insecurity and adverse
weather conditions - particularly
rainfall shortages in Africa -
acutely affecting food avail ability
and accessfor millions of people,
a quarterly report by the United
Nationssays.

The countries on the list, which
include 31 in Africa, remained
unchanged over the last six
months, according to the Crop
Prospects and Food Situation
report issued today by the Food
and Agriculture Organization.
The41 countriescurrently in need
of external food assistance are:
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Congo,
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Eswatini,
Ethiopia, Guinea, Haiti, Iraq,
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda,
Venezuela, Yemen and Zimbabwe.
Meanwhile, cereal harvests
promise to be strong in several
countries of Latin America and
Asia, while improved security
conditions helped boost crop
production in the Syrian Arab
Republic.

Conflictsdrive hunger

About half of the 41 countries
needing external assistance for
food are home to civil unrest or
full-fledged conflict, while others
face severeresourcestrainsdueto
large influxes of refugees from
neighboring countries
experiencing unrest.

In Afghanistan, 3.6 million people
arereported to bein "emergency”
(IPC Phase 4) levels of food
insecurity, with another 10 million
at"crisis' (IPC Phase3) levels. In
South Sudan, about 6.35 million
people, or 54 percent of the total
population, are estimated to be
severely food insecure.

In Syria, while the increased
output of the 2019 wheat harvest
improved cereal availability inthe
country, still some 6.5 million
people are food insecure with an
additiona 2.5 million peopleat risk
of food insecurity without
appropriate livelihood support.
Conflict and civil insecurity are
also primary drivers of food
insecurity in Burundi, Cameroon,
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Yemen and parts of Myanmar and
Nigeria

In Venezuela, hyperinflation has
severely eroded local purchasing
power, generating acute
constraints on households access
to food, while cerea production
Isexpected to declinedueto alack
of agricultural inputs. Some 4.3
million people haveleft the country
and settled in neighboring
countries, where their
humanitarian needs are
"significant”, the report says.
Scarcity of rains

Poor precipitation, including
severe dryness in East Africa, is
exacerbating the food insecurity
Situationin severa countriesinthe
region.

Overdl cered output in East Africa
in 2019 isforecast to drop by 5.6
percent from 2018, with the
sharpest output contractions
expected to be recorded in Kenya
and the Sudan. Prices of maizeand
sorghum haverisen sharply to high
levels around the region. Food
security has deteriorated most
sharply in Kenyaand Somalia.
Tothewest, hydro-meteorologica
stations in Mauritania registered
large seasonal rainfall deficits by
mid-August and remote-sensing
analysisfor grasdand conditionsin
parts of the country indicated the
lowest level of biomass production
in the last 20 years. Similar
situation is reported in northern
Senegal.

Adverse weather conditions
halved the 2019 cereal harvest in
Zimbabwe, where the number of
food insecure people is expected
to almost double in early 2020
compared to the same period the
year before. Similar developments
areexpected in severa neighboring
countries.

Crop production in the
Democratic People's Republic of
Koreaisforecast to be smaller than
usual, dueto below-averagerains
and low water irrigation
availabilities in the second
trimester of 2019. Around 40
percent of the population are
estimated to be food insecure and
in urgent need of food assistance
according to the results from a
joint FAO/WFPrapid food security
assessment conducted last April.
All told, FAO expects the 2019
aggregate cereal production for
the 51 Low-Income Food-Deficit
Countries (LIFDCs) to remain
broadly unchanged at 473.5
million tonnes, aresult emanating
from growth in Asia offset by
declinesinAfrica.
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M echanization powerstheway to
Africa’ssustainable development

TICADTY hear srenewed callsfor
sustainable agricultural
mechanization in Africa

Agriculture is crucia to Africa's
development but needs increased
mechanization to boost economic
productivity, reduce harvest and
post-harvest losses and meet
growing demand for food.

30 August 2019, Yokohama -
Agriculture is crucial to Africas
development  but needs
increased mechanization to boost
economic productivity, reduce

< = ..-ﬁ-i"';'il 5
harv&st and post-harvest lossesand
meet growing demand for food.
This is one of the messages that
has emerged during the seventh
Tokyo International Conference

on African Development
(TICAD7) held in Yokohama,
Japan.

Sub-Saharan Africahastheworld's
highest areaof uncultivated arable
land but productivity lags far
behind other developing regions.
Yieldsare only around half of the
international average, far below
the growth levels needed to keep
pace with food demand driven by
popul ation growth. Mechanization
candramatically improvetheyield

gap.

AtaTICAD7 side-event hosted by
the Coalition for African Rice
Development (CARD),
a framework for sustainable
agricultural mechanization in
Africa was presented by the
African Union Commission (AUC)
and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO).

"Through appropriate
mechanization, small scalefarming
can be transformed into a more
market-oriented business,

- |mprOV| ng Iabour product|V|ty and

helping enable farmers to lift
themselves out of poverty. To
achieve this, we need to enhance
accessto mechanization services,"”
FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
said in his speech at the event.

"Weneedtorelievefarmersof hard
manua |abour, particularly women,
who have the double burden of
working in the fields as well as
caring for their households,” the
FAO Director-General added.

The framework, which was
launched last year and is gaining
traction in theregion, aimsto help
countries replace antiquated tools
with modern mechanization
methods to achieve food security,

agricultural development and
overall economic growth.

It sets out priority elements for
national mechanization strategies,
including learning from other parts
of the world where significant
transformation of the agricultural
sector hasalready occurred within
athree-to-four decade timeframe,
and supports the development of
policiesand programmestoreaize
Africasgoals.

Unhar nessed power

M echanization in the 21st century
can provide much-needed support
to the entire agricultural value
chain. Driven by the private sector,
mechanization should be
environmentally-competitive,
climate-smart, economically viable
and affordable, especialy tosmall-
scale farmers who constitute the
bulk of African farmers. It should
also target youth specifically to
make agriculture more attractive
for employment and
entrepreneurship.

Full mechanization aong the value
chain includes enhancing accessto
mechanization services, improving
access to quality and affordable
inputs, such as seed and fertilizer,
delivering efficient water resources
management systems including
irrigation, and reducing harvest and
post-harvest losses through
threshing, drying, and storing,
adding value through milling,
processing and packaging, and
improving market access through
transportation.

FAO is organizing regional and
national training workshops to
support smal-scdemechanizationin
Africa, and is supporting national
governments to develop strategies
based onthe FAO/AUC Framework
for Sustainable Agricultural
MechanizationinAfrica

3o |
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World food pricesdip in August

Maize and wheat prices drive
FAO Food Pricelndex down amid
upward revisonsto global cereal
production prospects

Bakers prepared bread inArmenia.
5 September 2019, Rome - Globa
food pricesdeclinedinAugus, driven
by sharp fdlsin the prices of staple
cereals and sugar, according to a
report issued today by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations.

The FAO Food Price Index, which
tracks monthly changes in the
internationa prices of commonly
traded food commodities, averaged
169.8 points in August 2019, down

1.1 percent from July while till up
1.1 percent from its August 2018
levd.

TheFAO Cered Pricelndex dedined
by 6.4 percent from the previous
month. Maize valuesturned sharply
lower dueto expectationsof amuch
larger than previoudy anticipated
harvest in the United States of
America, the world's largest maize
producer and exporter. Wheat prices
also remained under downward
pressure, reflecting ample export
avallabilities, but thoseof riceedged
up, dueto seasond effectsaswell as
concernsover theimpact of weather
oncropsin Thailand.

The FAO Sugar Price Index was
down 4.0 percent from July, due
largely to the weakening of the
Brazilianred, aswell asprospectsof
larger shipmentsby Indiaand Mexico.

By contragt, the FAO Vegetable Ol
Index rose by 5.9 percent in
August, hitting an 11-month high
amid arebound in global import

.S. maize production
Meanwhile, FAO lowered its
estimate for global wheat
output in 2019 due to
reduced crop productivity in
the European Union and the
Russian Federation, but it ig

Y

demand for
palm oil as
well as
unfavorable
weather
conditionsin
Indonesia's
major
growing
regions. Soy
oil pricesalso
rose, driven
in part by lower than anticipated
crush volumesin North America.
The August FAO Meat Price
Index rose by 0.5 percent, now
up 12.3 percent from its value at
the beginning of the year. The
increase reflected higher
international price quotationsfor
pigmeat, underpinned by strong
import demand from China,
where the African Swine Fewer
has curtailed domestic
production.

The FAO Dairy Price Index rose
by 0.5 percent fromitsJuly level,
reversing sharp fallsregisteredin
the previoustwo months, as price
quotations rose for cheese, Skim
Milk Powder and Whole Milk
Powder.

New forecastsfor global cereal
production

FAO aso released a new Ceredl
Supply and Demand Brief, raising
its July forecast for global cereal
output by 22 million tonnes to 2
708 million tonnes, 2.1 percent
above the 2018 outturn.

The revisions mostly reflect
improved expectations for U.S.
maize production. Meanwhile,
FAO lowered its estimate for
global wheat output in 2019 due
to reduced crop productivity in
the European Union and the
Russian Federation, but it is still
expected to be 5.0 percent higher
than in 2018. The forecast for
worldwide rice production has
been revised up from July to 517
million tonnes, at par with last
year's record level, driven by
increasesin Chinaand the United
States.

World cereal utilization for the
year ahead is expected to hit a
new record of 2 715 million
tonnes, buoyed by rice
consumption hitting an all-time
high of 519 million tonnes,
trandating into a0.5 kilogram per
capitaincrease from the previous
year. Utilization forecasts for
wheat, maize and barley werealso
raised.

The stronger harvest prospects
point to world cereal stocks
reaching 847 million tonnesby the
close of seasonsin 2020, which,
however, would remain around 16
million tonnes below their
opening levels. Maizeinventories
are expected to accumulate
sharply inthe United States, while
China'swheat stocksare currently
set to expand by 7.9 percent and
reach an all-time high.

FAO left unchanged its forecast
for worldtradein cerealsat nearly
415 million tonnes, as expected
increases in wheat and rice trade
offset reduced trade prospectsfor
mai ze and sorghum.
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Restoring mangrovesissaving
rural communitiesin Gambia

26 August 2019

© IFAD/BarbaraGravelli

The intricate roots of the
mangrove can beeasily recognized
from a distance. Their trees and
shrubs grow along salty or
brackish waterswith accumul ated
sedimentsin mud. Mangrovesare
one of theworld'smost biodiverse
ecosystems and play an essential
role to ecological balance and
community livelihoods. But in
many areas across West Africa,
these wildlife-rich wetlands are
under threat due to the effects of
climate change and unsustainable
wood cutting.

At the edge of Bondali-Tenda, a
small village in Gambia near the
border with Senegal's Casamance
region, lies a mangrove forest
through the Bintang Bolong, the
largest tributary of the River
Gambia. From there, 15 local
families obtain food and income
through fishing activities.

For many yearsitsvegetation was
severely degraded to the point of
leaving huge deforested pockets
with no shade and scarce
underwater life. While the local
mangrove was disappearing, air
becamedrier and fishersstruggled
to make their living and provide
for their families.
Thishaschanged since 2017. With
support from IFAD's Adaptation
for Smallholder Agriculture
Programme (ASAP), the NEMA-
CHOSSO project has restored
over three hectares of mangrove
in Bondali-Tenda. New treeshave
been planted in degraded areas
throughout the river while
maintai ning mudflats, which serve
as a habitat for resident and
migratory water birds.
"Beforethisintervention we could
see alarge void space over these

waters," recalls Ebrima Fatty, a
local community leader. "The
green landscape is coming back,
there are bigger fish and even
crocodiles can be seen around
here."

Theclimateirony

Mangroves are particularly
vulnerable to climate change. As

-

temperatures and precipitation
patterns change, broader tidal
ranges are affecting mangroves
throughout Gambia and
neighbouring countries. Larger
tide volumes combined with higher
soil salinity have deteriorated
swamps across the region.
Ironically, mangrovesthemselves
are powerful resourcesto address
climate change. They can store
great amounts of carbon dioxide
— more proportionally than any
other forest — and thus, their
destruction may disastrously
release great amounts of
greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere.

Other benefits

Mangroves play a key role in
protecting communities against
weather shocksand other climate-
related adversities. Their
vegetation retains sediments and
filter run-off water, preventing soil

erosion and siltation. Their roots
also serve as effective barriers to
the surge of storms, shielding
coastal communities against
floods.

These dynamic and versatile
ecosystems also make

environmental and socioeconomic

conditions more sustainable as

they:

» Contribute to cooling micro-
climatic conditions in areas of
often high temperatures

* Provide habitat for fishes,
oysters, mud crabs and clams,
promoting food sources, fishers
incomesand biodiversity

* Serveasfishnurseries, allowing
water life reproduction and
sustainability

* Provide wood for small
community practices, such as
fish curing.

Bondali-Tendaisjust oneexample
of mangrove restoration supported
by IFAD in Gambia. NEMA-
CHOSSO has recovered 1,400
hectares all over the country,
benefitting around 160,000
people. Another 630 hectares are
planned to be restored by the end
of the year, which will reach over
40,000 people.

e |
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