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IEood and agriculturemust play avital Role

Food and agriculturemust play
a vital part in reaching a
sustainablefuture

Director-General José Graziano
da Silva closes FAO Conference

Graziano da Silva reiterated his
call for governmentsto encourage
the production and consumption
of healthy, locally produced foods
to address the growing issue of

Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

The Conference saw the election of
FAQO's new Director-General - Qu
Dongyu - on 23 June.
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FAO Director-General closes the obesity and overweight. A seriesof side-eventsexplored the

41st session of the FAO challenges and opportunities of Q. UG = qUT JUSRY Y
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28 June 2019, Rome - Thereisa 3. I8 Thefehl ARATH FIHRRl JITH %
growing redlization that food and ¥, e &% df Udeas @ia faag 9-5
agriculturemust play avita partin N

reaching the Sustainable Y. I faerg faanT gidge 0

Development Goalsandthat inthis % 9 99 IAET wiatr 93-9Y%
context, FAO provides a neutral > - - - .

forum to address global issues of 9. G U MIHS! TATIRR] AT 1%-9%
transboundary dimensions, theUN . HETeTR HuTST FERITaT 30-
agency's Director-General, José )
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He made the remarks to i "

representativesof member Satesat . Triple bu_rglen of "lssues 93z
the closing of the 41st session of 1.0pportunities, challenges ....... R

the FAO Conference. )

"In a world in which tensions R. Agricultural sector to 30
between nations or ideologies

undermine progress towards a To support this, he put forward reachingZero Hunger acrossseveral . Combat def-, desertification EN
better future, your work duringthis  measuressuch astheintroduction — regions-Africa, Asaand the Pecific, ’

Conference has helped to make of taxes on unhealthy food Latin America and the Caribbean, ; ;

FAO more effectivein responding y Europe and Central Asia, the Near 9. Reach Zero Hunger inAsia........ R

to the many demands on its
services," Graziano da Silva said,

products as well as easier-to-
understand and
comprehensivefood labels.

more

East and North Africa- aswell ason
biodiversity for food and agriculture,

. Improving the food .....

|
noting that the Conferencesaw the  He pointed out that conventional ~ youth'srolein agriculture. i ~
highest number of participants - policies aimed at keeping food Government ministries in Pakistan % Food and agriculture o S
over 1,300 delegates from 196 prices low for consumers are and Rwanda, a group of Spanish ¢

countries.

"Many of the mgjor issues related
to healthy food systems, sustainable
agricultural development and
responsible  environmental
stewardship can only be addressed
through joint work between
countries and relevant partners,”
Graziano da Silvaadded.

The FAO chief extended a "very
warm welcome" to the FAO
Director-General elect Qu Dongyu
of Chinaand histeam. Qu Dongyu
will start his four-year term on 1
August.

Calling gover nments to combat
unhealthy diets

contributing to perpetuate rural
poverty, driveinterna and external
migration and contribute to
unhedlthy eating.

In closing, the Director-General
thanked the member states and
staff for their support during his
tenure, and he expressed his
satisfaction that Brazil's pioneering
Zero Hunger programmeishbeing
replicated by many countries and
could befurther expanded.
Summary of events at the 41
session of the FAO Conference
The Conference approved the
Programme of Work and Budget
for the biennium 2020-21, which
is closely aligned with the 2030

journalists, a Norwegian research
vessal, agroup of current and former
parliamentarians in Chile, and FAO
field staff who worked in South
Sudan and Yemen were recognized
at the biennial FAO Awards
ceremony, held onthesdelinesof the
Conference.

On the first day of the conference,
Graca  Machel delivered
the McDougall Lecture with an
impassionate call for a disruption
across the whole agricultural sector
and a""game changer in agriculture”
if countries are to reach the Zero
Hunger goa by 2030, thetarget date
agreed by the international
community.
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wasted, can be preserved as
tomato sauce and sold for three
timesthe price.

©IFAD/BarbaraGravelli

Now they have the capacity for
canning, beneficiariesin Faranah
are sharing this knowledge with
others. University students of
agriculture are undergoing
Internshipsto observe and practice
food transformation techniques
with Mamah and her colleagues.
"Herel am having the opportunity
to acquire valuable skills for my
future”, says Francoise Toffa
Mansaré, 22 year-old who is
among ten interns working with
the Kankelen association. A fast-
learner, she seesthisinternship as
aconstructive way to complement
her undergraduate studies at the
Higher Institute of Agronomy and
Veterinary of Faranah. While
combining classroom education
with practical field exercises,
Francoise looks forward to new
experiences "anywhere in the
world" after graduating next year.
Trainingfor trading

One can be very good in farming
or canning but unskilled to
market products, and this barrier
can makeaconsderabledifference
for ahousehold income aswell as
for consumers who might not be
aware of what goodsare available
to buy. To fill this gap IFAD has
provided marketing guidance to
farmer associationsacross Guinea,
fostering sustainable fair trade of
agricultural products.

In Faranah, food processors of the
Kankelen association have scaled
up their sales and are being
recognized by the local
community, who regularly visits
the storehouse where vegetables
are canned. Consumerscan just go
in and purchase what they want,
dealing directly with the artisans
at the atelier.

Astheword of mouth spreadsfadt,
the business has expanded, and
their cans and jars are also
availableinlocal fairsintheregion.
"We are proud to see our products
out in the market", says Umu
Camara, president of the Kankelen
association, herself an avid
producer and merchandiser.

IFAD'sinvestmentsin Guineaal so
benefit the retailing sector, for
which young rural entrepreneurs
havereceived financial support to
establish their own businesses.
Aissatou Lamarana Bah is a 25
year-old undergraduate student
who opened a small shop in
Faranah that sells seeds and
fertilizersthanksto an IFAD loan.

She regularly pays it back and
within seven monthswill havepaid
it off.

Aswell as studying, Aissatou has
received training on trade and
merchandising. Her business is
doing quitewell and she started to
make a profit in the first three
months, becoming known for
pioneering the only shop of itskind
in Upper Guinea. "l have
customers coming from many
places in Faranah and elsewhere,
evenfrom SierraLeone”, saysthis
visionary female entrepreneur,
who plansto expand her activities
anddiversify theproductsavailable
inthe shelves.

Count :

Moreover, fuel is highly
subsidized, which creates a
strong disincentive at farmer
level to use water and energy
efficiently. But changing this
situation through strategies like
water tariffs and reduced fuel
subsidies without the
simultaneous development of a
reliable social safety net could
push millions into poverty and
drastically affect the stability of
the country. Projects like STAR
are thus constrained to work
mostly with "the carrot”, avery
expensive approach.

Beyond specific challenges that
vary according to context, liesa
fundamental limitation of CSA
that has to be acknowledged: it
isa"supply-side" approach. The
food system currently generates
about one third of all global
greenhouse gases, and meat
production alone accounts for
half of that climateimpact. Food
commodity markets are
increasingly globalized and
integrated. Most growth in
market demand globally is for
increased amounts of meat, dairy
and more convenience through

transformed products that
contain high amountsof palm ail,
salt, sugar and animal protein
that travel thousands of miles
back and forth between points of
production, transformation and
consumption, further increasing
the carbon footprint of the food
system. What'smore, that dietary
transition is associated with
increasing rates of obesity and
diabetes, thus contributing to the
"double burden" faced by
numerous emerging countries,
including Egypt, where under-
nutrition coexistswith excessive
and unhealthy eating.
Climate-smart agriculture is the
cornerstone of IFAD's efforts to
boost the resilience and adaptive
capacity of smallholder farmers.
But, in Egypt and el sewhere, this
cornerstone deserves a solid
foundation. The foundation of a
resilient food system is a
sustainable and healthy diet. No
agricultural system can be
climate-smart enough to feed the
world with aclimate-crazy diet.
Read more about IFAD and
Egypt and climate and
environment
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Improving the food value chain
through women empowerment

From farm to market: improving
the food value chain through
women empowerment in Guinea
27 June 2019

Saran Condé is a 30-year-old
smallholder farmer in Guinea's
Faranah region. She hasimproved
her farming skillsand increased her
productivity since joining, early
this year, an IFAD supported
community gardenin Salyavillage,
where she found much better
conditions to grow crops and the
opportunity to learn from
agricultural experts.

Thanks to IFAD's support, Saran
now counts on adequate
fertilization, organized row
planting, stronger fencesto divert
animal intrusions and increased
access to water provided by a
solar-powered system. She grows
peppers, aubergines and lettuces,
making higher incomestoimprove
her family's livelihoods. There is
asoavery good work-life balance
in her new routine. While her three
older children attend school, the
two-year-old spendstheday inthe
gardenwith other farmers’ children
wherethey can play freely.
Working in Salyahasbeen agreat
source of motivation for Saran,
who became widow five months
ago. She has received support
from her colleagues from
producers association, Kankelen.
It has 450 members, of which 350
are women, who work in three
gardens. "There is a lot of
solidarity here,” she says,
acknowledging how much women
farmershavein common and help
each other.

Established in 2018, the Salya
garden is among 20 gardens
benefitting from the IFAD-
supported PNAAFA-LGF
programme. Provision of
equipment, technologies and

training are helping to transform
the lives of smallholder farmers
with impact on the food value
chain across Guinea. Farmers

hel ping to transform the I|v
of smallholder farmers with
impact on _the food value chai n

enjoy the opportunity to work,
learn, share and socialize together.
The gardens count on farmer field
schools (FFS) through which
technical counselors give regular
training sessions on agricultural
techniques, business skills and
group association.
Transformation towards zero
waste

Nobody likes food losses and
waste, especially farmers when
vegetablesgo rotten and they lose
revenue. To avoid that and make
crops more profitable for
smallholders, PNAAFA-LGF has
engaged beneficiaries in food
transformation activities,

delivering training sessions on
canning to 204 farmers—of which
173 are women — contributing to
preserve vegetablesfor longer.
Mamah Samoura is among 45
farmers of the Kankelen
association who have attended
such training in Faranah. Thanks
to the sessions, she has devel oped
new skills and now she not only
grows vegetables, but also
processes 25 types of crops
produced by herself and her
partners, such as tomatoes,
peppers, onions and eggplants.
"Vegetables that before were
rotten in few days or weeks can
now last for even six monthsinside
glassjars like this', says Mamah
while pointing to a tomato sauce
jar.

Food transformation can
drastically reduce the waste of
fresh ingredients as well as
diversifies food use and
consumption over year-round
instead of just seasonally. It
likewise strengthens smallholders
financesgiven the added valueand
time-efficiency of the process. For
instance, roughly two kilos of
tomatoes, that would otherwise be
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Indonesia to nutrition-focused
production strategies and even
specific Nationa Action Plans on
ZeroHunger, asThailand and Nepal
have done with the support of FAO.
Many countries in the Asia and
Pacificregionareaso pursuingways
to incorporate neglected and
underutilized speciessuch asmillets,
sorghums, pulses and yams - so-
called "future smart food" - as part
of their food strategies. Kadiresan
pointed out that FAO is
collaborating in this area with the
International Crops Research
Ingtitute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) and is now "looking to
partner with internationa financial
institutions for higher impact
investments.”

MahendraReddy, Fiji'sMinister for
Agriculture, Waterways and
Environments, who spoke at the
event, emphas zed theimportance of
improving school nutrition in a
country where 63 percent of people
over theageof 17 are obeseand non-
communicablediseasesarethecause
of four of every five deaths.

He said domestic consumption of
traditional rootsand tubershasbeen
faling for severa decades, mainly
dueto urbanization and thefact that
imported foodsare chegper and seen
asmoreconvenient tothosein urban
aress.

Another speaker, Ram Kumari
Chaudhari, Nepd's State Minister
for Agriculture and Livestock
Development, said technology and
innovation have offered "good and
needed" opportunities for food and
agriculture systems, athough "we
need to consider how these things
canactually benefit smalholdersand
thosein remote areas,” she said.

In general, action on multiple
accderators, including politica will,
gender equality, innovation, better
data, the private sector and
partnerships are "pre-requisites for
achieving measurable progress
against hunger and malnutrition,"
Kadiresan concluded.

'.'.r,I.- ‘H ; . |

16th National Rice Day Celebrated
The 16" National Rice Day
observed with the Slogan
"Technology and Mechanization
on Rice Farming, Demote Rice
Import™ by Nepal Agricultural
Research Council (NARC) in the
premises of Agronomy Division,
Khumaltar Lalitpur on 30 June
2019 (15 Asadh 2076). The
function was chaired by Dr Ram
Chandra Adhikari, Planning
Director of NARC. Thechief guest
of the program was Honorable
Member National Planning
Commission Dr. Dil Bahadur
Gurung. The other Guests at the
event were Dr. Yubak Dhoj GC
Secretary of Ministry Agriculture,
and Livestock Development, IRRI
Nepa Representative Dr. KD Joshi
and former Executive Director of
NARC Dr. Bhareatendu Mishra.
Similarly, Deputy Director General
of DOA, Dr. Rebati Raman
Paudel, Directors from NARC,
Directors NARI and NASRI,

16th Nationa RiceD
it

Senior Scientists, Scientists and
other staff of NARC, Farmersand
Journalistswere also present inthe
functions.

The program was inaugurated by
Dr. Gurung by reading the banner
of 16" Rice Day and highlighted
theimportance of ricein Nepal and
its significance in Nepalese
economy and future program to
increasericeproductioninhischief
guest remarks. The contribution of
rice in national economy and its
cultural, social and political
importance was highlighted by the
speakersduring the program. They
also emphasized different step to
implement to improve the
productivity of riceinthe country.
All participantsvisited thefield and
observe the transplanting rice by
rice transplanter. Chief guest Dr.
Gurung, special guest Dr. GCand
other guest and participants
transplanted rice seedling with
great fun.

FHIN A AT TS J{AtT THEH
qr.f@ gmr Krishijournal.com.np
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Reach Zero Hunger in Ada

Clearing the road ahead to reach
ZeroHungerinAsaand the Pacific
FAO Conference side event
explores obstacles such as
urbanization, inequdity, obesity and
natural disasters

A street scenein Nepal.

25 June 2019, Rome - Progress
towards the Sustainable
Development Goal of Zero Hunger
hasdowed in Asiaand the Pacific,
despite strong economic advances,
and highlighting the need for
concerted policy actions to tackle
theincreasingly complex nature of
challengesahead, representatives of
FAO Member Countries heard
during an event on the sidelines of
the 41% Session of the FAO
Conference.

"Asiahas aways been the biggest
regionfor FAO, intermsof people
and land and the number of
malnourished people,” said FAO
Director-Genera José Graziano da
Silva. "There have been large
reductions in poverty and hunger
in China, but unfortunately this
progress has not been followed by
all big countries.”

He also warned that rising rates of
obesity in Pacific Idand states are
linked tolocal peopleshifting from
egting traditiona healthy foodssuch
as taro and local fruits and
vegetables to instead consuming
cheap imports such as chips and
other artificial foods. Such
mal nutrition - obesity and hunger -
were "two sides of the samecoin,”
GrazianodaSilvasaid.

"Various factors are at work to
underminethefight against hunger
in Asia and the Pacific," said
Kundhavi Kadiresan, FAO
Assistant Director-General andthe
Regional Representative for Asia
and the Pacific. She cited
increasingly frequent natural
disasters as well as unequal
distribution of income - perhapsthe

and the cumulative impact of
stresses on the natural resource
base, al of which tend toweigh on
the most vulnerable and food
insecure.

On the issue of obesity, and in
addition to the Pacific Islands,
Kadiresan noted it was occurring
in all sub-regions, with a
pronounced effect in urban centres.
"Going forward, we will have to
focus more on urban nutrition
problemsthanwehavein the past,”
shesaid.

Beyond doom and gloom

The side-event, "On the road to
Zero Hunger in Asia and the
Pacific,” also presented an
opportunity to examine someof the
efforts being made in countries
around theregionthat areresulting

in both challenges and positive
outcomes.

Bangladesh, India, Iran and Nepal
have enshrined theright tofood in
their constitutions, Kadiresan
noted, while Cambodia, Myanmar,
the Philippinesand Viet Nam have
deployed shock-responsive socid
protection measures tied to food
security to build resilience against
disasters.

Kadiresan offered special thanksto
the Director-General for being an
"ingpiration to us all", particularly
for his initiative to appoint Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn of Thailand as
UN FAO Special Goodwill
Ambassador for Zero Hunger. The
Princess's high level of vighility,
work and advocacy hashelpedraise
awarenessintheAsa-Pacificregion
to work to eliminate hunger and
improve nutrition.

Different directions along the
sameroad to Zero Hunger
Indeed, approaches to defeating
hunger and improving nutrition
have varied across the region,
ranging from the multi-sectoral
coordination approach to food
security Fiji has adopted, and the
food system framework used in

R
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"Adequate nutrition is a critical
element of national development
and asthe FAO, | encourage you
to adequately focusand prioritize
promoting nutrient rich food
production and food security,"
Machel urged.

Referring to migration, she
stressed "the benefits and
opportunities that come with the
cross pollination of peoples and
cultures'.

"Migration is an integral part of
the global economy and fosters
growth and devel opment through
the exchanges of cultures and
knowledge, as well as financial
gains in the form of remittances
and skills acquisitions," she
added.

Pointing to the need to "be much
bolder and moredisruptivein both
our planning and action to address
issues of rural poverty and rural
flight,” Machel noted that
investment "isfar bel ow theamount
required to match the magnitude of
these problems’.

Shea so highlighted FAO'sunique
position to contribute to the
devel opment of rural areasthrough
the touch point of agriculture, and
lauded the UN agency for "giving
considerable attention this year to
theintersection between migration,
agricultureand rural development”.
In 2018, FAO awarded Graca
Machel with the honorary
membership of the FAO Nobel
Peace LaureatesAlliancefor Food
Security and Peace, in recognition
of her late husband Nelson
Mandela's tireless struggle for
freedom and peace.

Frank Lidgett McDougall, an
Australian citizen, was one of the
founders of FAO. Every two
years, before the FAO
Conference, the McDougall
Lecture is delivered by a
prominent personality working in
thefield of agriculture and hunger
aleviation.

rAU Lonference

GEF's history. This will benefit
91 nations, including 30 Least
Developed Countries and 32
Small Island Developing States
(SIDS).

As part of one of the work
programs, the GEF launched two
landmark Impact Programs -- on
Dryland Sustainable L andscapes
(DSL) and Food Systems, Land
Use and Restoration. Some $104
million of the funding will go to
the DSL Impact Programme, led
by FAQ, in 11 countriesin Africa
and Asia, in partnership with the
World Bank, the International
Union for the Conservation of
Nature, and the World Wildlife
Fund. The Impact Program will
target effortsto avoid, reduce and
reverse further deforestation,
degradation, and desertification
in: Angola, Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Malawi, Mongolia, Mozambique,
Namibia, Tanzania and
Zimbabwe.

FAO hasalso been invited to play
akey rolewiththe World Bank in
a second GEF Impact Program
the Food Systems, Land Use, and
Restoration Program. All these
initiatives will address the
complex interaction between
maintaining resilient production
systems in drylands, promoting
restoration, and improving

livelihoods through a
comprehensive  landscape
approach.

"FAO strongly welcomesthe GEF
Council'sdecision which buildson
along standing p-artnership and

Combat
defores-

tation,
deserti-

fication
significantly contributes to the
need to address critical
environmental challenges while
improving food security,” said
Maria Helena Semedo, FAO
Deputy  Director-General,
Climate and Natural Resources.
The GEF Council also approved
a$101 million work program for
the GEF's climate change
adaptation trust funds-- the L east
Developed Countries Fund
(LDCF) and the Special Climate
Change Fund (SCCF) of which
$44 million are FAO-GEF
projects.

This LDCF/SCCF Work
Program encompasses a range of
adaptation priorities, including
climate-smart agriculture and
forestry, building urban, rural,
and coastal community climate
resilience, improving water
resource management and
availability for agriculture and
domestic uses, strengthening
climate resilience in vulnerable
coastal communities, enhancing
adaptive capacity of communities
through integrated approaches.
FAO is a partner agency of the
GEF, a partnership of 18
agencies and 183 countries to
address the world's most
challenging environmental issues
related to biodiversity, climate
change, land degradation,
chemicals, and international
waters. The GEF provides grants
to countries to meet these
challengeswhilst contributing to
key development goals, such as
food security.
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'Agricultural sector to achieve Zero Hunger

GragaMachel callsfor disrupting
the agricultural sector to achieve
Zero Hunger

International advocate for
children’s and women'’s rights
delivers FAO’s McDougall
Memorial Lecture on food
Security.

Graca Machel delivers the
McDougall Lecture at the 41st
Session of the FAO Conference

22 June 2019, Rome -
Considering the challenges of
migration, the scourge of hunger
and malnutrition, and the lack of
investment in rural devel opment,
there is an immediate need to
"changethe way we do business’,
scaleup hunger-ending initiatives,
and "disrupt the agricultural
sector as awhole".

Thiswas GragaMachel'smessage
to participants at the opening of
the 41st Session of the FAO
Conference on thechallengesand
opportunities of reaching Zero
Hunger.

Delivering the McDougall
Memorial Lecture on food
security, Machel - aninternational
advocate for children's and
women'srights- condemned "the
shameful failure of global
governance to address issues of
food security, forced migration
and equitable economic
development” as well as the
failure of governance at country
level to allocate sufficient
resources to address the root
causes of poverty.

"Lastly, there is a failure of
individual conscience. A heartless
complacency with the status quo
has given birth to abankruptcy of
human solidarity,” Machel said,
stressing that it is everyone's
business to do more.

"We simply cannot afford not to
urgently take bold action to end
poverty and hunger and create

such as drip irrigation and
solar-powered desalinization
systems, blue economy,
nutrient-rich

diversification,

more prosperous and vibrant rural
communities," she stressed.
Shecalled for a"gamechanger in

agriculture" going beyond
incremental changes and small-
scale innovative initiatives to
reach Zero Hunger and address
the negative impacts of climate
change.

She pointed out that only 10 years
remain to reach the Sustainable
Development Goal s, urging to not
"fail our children and our
grandchildren™ on our promiseto
leave no one behind.

She stressed the need for
massively scaling up successful
approaches and implementing
best practices - such as drip
irrigation and solar-powered
desalinization systems, blue

economy, nutrient-rich crop
diversification, vertical farming -
so that "advances in technology
benefit millionsand not just afew
hundred thousands".

She urged for the role of girls,
women and youth in agriculture
to be adequately recognized and
bolstered.

"Because women are such central
playersinthefood chain and key
to agricultural output globally, it
IS imperative that institutions
focus on innovative ways to
advance women's contributionsin
this sector," she said.

In particular, agriculture must
also be modernized and made
more appealing for youth, she
stressed, as it is expected to
remain the main pool of
employment opportunities for
sub-Saharan Africa youth in the
foreseeablefuture.

This can be done by capitalizing
on new technologiesand creating
new industries and career paths
within agriculture. Machel
highlighted two Africaninitiatives
that are leveraging on technol ogy
and the talents of young people.

The link between hunger and
migration

In her lecture, Graca Machel
emphasized the direct link
between hunger and migration.
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Opportunities, challengesand limitations l

Opportunities, challenges and
limitations of climate-smart
agriculture - The case of Egypt
21 June 2019

Climate-smart agriculture (CSA)
aims to facilitate the evolution of
agricultural systemsin the face of
arapidly changing climate. IFAD's
approach to promoting CSA for
smallholdersfocuseson three core
objectives: increasing yields and
incomes in a sustainable manner;
building adaptive capacity and
resilience; and mitigating
greenhouse gas emissions.

Egypt and theneed for climate-
smart interventions
Climate-smart interventions have
the potential to soften the
devastating blows that climate
change could inflict on the
agricultural sector in Egypt. By
2030, the country is likely to
experience annual mean
temperature increases ranging
from 1.2 to 2.0°C above pre-
industrial levels, with increases
soaring from 1.6 t0 2.9°C by 2050
and from 1.8 to 5.2°C by 2085.
Models suggest that the sea level
inthe Eastern Mediterraneanis set
to seearisein the range of +0.38
to +0.82 m by 2090, rendering
large portions of the Nile Delta
(Egypt's bread basket) unsuitable
for agriculture. Temperature
increases|ead to elevated level s of
evapotranspiration, placingastrain
on already limited freshwater
resources. Theincreased incidence
of torrential rainfall events could
lead to flooding, which in turn
results in the loss of sail fertility.
Additionally, research has found
that the flow of the Nile, which
dictates the prosperity of Egypt's
agriculture, will become more
erratic as a result of climate
change. As a result, projections
suggest that yields of staple crops
could stagnate and dwindle. By

i

2040, wheat yields are expected to
decline by 12 per cent, vegetables

rise in the range of +0.38 to

+0.82 m by 2090, rendering
large portions of the Nile

by 28 per cent, maize by 47 per
cent and rice by 26 to 47 per cent.
IFAD and Egypt

Since 1980, IFAD hasfinanced 13
projectsin Egypt, amounting to a
total of US$842 million, with
IFAD financing accounting for
US$456 million of that total.
Currently, the portfolio in Egypt
consists of four ongoing projects
which collectively amount to
US$380 million. IFAD hasrecently
begun focusing on Upper Egypt
and Marsa Matrouh in line with
Government’s development
prioritiesand poverty/vulnerability
mapping.

Sustainable transformation for
agricultural resiliencein Upper
Egypt (STAR)

IFAD's new project, currently in
the design phase, will target three
governorates in Upper Egypt

-

e

where poverty is rampant. With a
focus on rehabilitating old lands,
the project aims to target 50,000
rural households, increasing the
incomes and water-use efficiency
of at least half of them.
Furthermore, the project aims to
ensure that 25,000 hectares are
farmed using a climate-resilient
water supply. Theproject will open
the door to grant or highly
concessional financefor irrigation
equipment, greenhouses,
shelterbelts, protectivefencing and
many other climate-smart
interventions, deploying thetools
of digital agriculture to facilitate
sustainability and cost-efficiency.
Is climate-smart agriculture
enough?

Degspite the multiple benefits that
IFAD's interventions and CSA
more generally bring to farmers,
projectslike STAR arenot asilver
bullet and face aset of challenges
to their scaling up, as well as
intrinsic limitations.

As an example of barriers to
scaling-up, water isalmost free of
charge to farmers in the Nile
Valley, despite being scarce in
Egypt, costing in practice only as
much asthefuel required to pump
it fromtheirrigation canals.
Continue...... 35
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dynamicsof all three components
of malnutrition in theregion.
"Malnutrition is a major obstacle
to socio-economic development in
many countries due to its impact
on health and population with high
social and public costs,” she said.
She noted that undernutrition has
been decreasing inthe last decade
in Europe and Central Asiabut is
now stagnating at 6.2 percent from
2017.

"On the other hand we have
micronutrient deficiencies - so
called "hidden hunger"- with the
highest prevalence of iron
deficiencies causing anemia,"”
Gurinovic said, noting that anemia
among women have already
reached 38 percent in the Caucasus
andin Central Asia.

In her presentation, she also
highlighted theincreasing threat of
obesity looming over the region
with around 25 percent of the
population suffering from thisfast
growing epidemic.

In the Caucasus and Central Asia,
we have withessed the highest
growth rate of obesity for the last
two decades, she said, the obesity
prevalence grew by 40 percent in
these countriesfrom 2000 to 2016.
"If youlook at thetotal population,
the Western Balkans and Turkey
areleading intheratesof obesity,"
she added.

Tackling hunger, poverty and
malnutrition in Tajikistan

The Deputy Minister for
Agriculture of Tgjikistan Nusratulo
Musoev shared his country's
experience in tackling hunger,
poverty and malnutrition.

"With the FAQ's support, the
Government of Tajikistan is
developing programmes aimed at
channeling the remittances of
migrants towards agricultural
development in the country,” he
said, noting that remittances make
a substantial contribution to the
national economy accounting for
30 percent of the country's GDP.

"Morethan half of the households
in Tajikistan receive remittances,
which areasignificant part of their
revenues ranging from 50 to 60
percent. These remittances are
becoming animportant and stable
source of income for many
households allowing them to
overcome poverty,” the Deputy
Minister said.

He also noted that the government
of Tajikistan and FAO are
supporting a more rational use of
remittancesby investing money in
the development of family farms
asopposed to being fully spent on
households daily needs.

Musoev also highlighted the
importance of school feeding
programmes. "With the support of
FAO, thegovernment of Tajikistan
isworking on theimplementation
of a school feeding nutrition
devel opment programme aimed at

enhancing access of children to
healthy and diverse diets while at
the same time promoting the
development of local agricultura
production in schools,” he said.
The Deputy Minister noted that
under the project 20 selected
schools have established 22
greenhousesusing dripirrigation,
which madeit possibletoimprove
the diets of 3400 students.
Rakhmanin concluded by saying:
"We need to continue contributing
to the rural development but also
safeguarding  biodiversity,
promoting agroecology,
preventing antimicrobial resistance
and tackling transboundary animal
diseases,” and pointed to the
region's wealth of nutrient-rich
diets, "which we can introduce to
the world." He also urged greater
cooperation between countriesand
the sharing of best practices.
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"Triple burden of malnutrition" I ssues

"Triple burden of malnutrition”
slows down progress towards
Zero Hunger in Europe and
Central Asia

Enabling policies, partnerships,
social protection and nutrition-
sensitive food systems are key to
end hunger and malnutritioninthe
region.

Kyrgyz women wearing national
costumes cook national food of
sprouted whesat 'Sumelek’ during
preparationsfor the celebration of
Nowruz (New Year) inthevillage
of Kok-Djar, Kyrgyzstan.

26 June 2019, Rome- Despitethe
heterogeneity of the region, there
is one common challenge related
to food security that is present to
varying degreesin all countries of
Europe and Central Asia - "the
triple burden of malnutrition”
consisting of undernutrition,
overweight and obesity, and
micronutrient deficiencies. This
pressing issuewas discussed today
by representatives of FAO Member
Countriesat aspecia event onthe
sidelinesof the 41st Session of the
UN agency's Conference.

In his opening remarks, the FAO
Director-Genera Jose Graziano da
Silva noted that the region of
Europe and Central Asiais better
nourished compared to other
regions where hunger is "a
traditional issue" but it has been
recently affected by theimpact of
climate change, whichimpedesthe
efforts to grow food and have
better nutrition.

"There is also another issue - the
growing level of obesity, reaching
epidemic levelsin some countries
of theregion," he said.

"It is now an established fact that
in Europe and thericher countries,
the problem is not one of
undernutrition, but rather of
diseaseswhose humanimpactsare
more specifically due to poor
nutrition and overeating,” said

Carlo Petrini, the founder of the
International Slow Food
Movement and FAO Goodwill
Ambassador for Zero Hunger for
the Region of Europe.

Inavideo messageto participants,
he stressed that tackling these
issues requires extensive food
education efforts, while at the

FAO~ Assistant Direstor-
(Feneral and Regions
Representative for Europe and
Central Asia, Vladimir
Rakhmanin, that

said

same time safeguarding small-
scale farmer's locally-based and
sustainable economic activities.
Noting that although structured
hunger is the thing of the past in
the region, FAO Assistant
Director-General and Regional
Representative for Europe and
Centra Asia, Vladimir Rakhmanin,
said that "malnutrition is still
present in spite of rising
prosperity.”

Among important challenges for
food security, which need to be
addressed in the region,
Rakhmanin cited climate change
and acute crises spilling over
across borders.

He prioritized three areas of work
in the region including support to
smallholder- and family farmers,
improving agrifood trade and
market integration, and sustainable
natural resource management
under changing climate.

"Recently we have started focusing
on nutrition issues more,

addressing increasingly the
negative effects of obesity and
overweight including impacts of
food systems on non-
communicable diseases," he
added.

Rakhmanin, also expressed his
gratitude to FAO's partnersin the
region for their active support,
including the European Union and
Turkey - inparticular for their role
in providing accommodation for
Syrian refugees - the Russian
Federation and China. He noted
that the latter, though outside the
region, is "actively engaged in
projects in Central Asia, the
Caucuses and the Balkans."
Obesity and micronutrient
deficiencies - a serious concern
for Europeand Central Asia
Dr. Mirjana Gurinovic, Senior
Researcher from the Serbia's
Centre of Research Excellencein
Nutrition and Metabolism
Institute, gave an insight into the
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