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-Afghanistan: FAO welcomes $65 million
contribution from Asian Development Bank

"We are grateful to the Asian Development Bank for the
generous contribution, which recognizes the urgent need to
invest in livelihood assistance in rural areas in Afghanistan,
and reflects that investing in agriculture is a core
humanitarian response,” said FAO Director-General QU

Dongyu.

26/01/2022

Rome - The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) today welcomed a
groundbreaking $65 million

LA

contribution from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to boost
food security and support livelihoods
of the most vulnerable rural
communities in Afghanistan.

The ADB support represents a
significant contribution to FAO’s
$200 million crisis response
programme for 2022 —and beyond
— to raise local food production,
protect livestock, increase rural
incomes and improve the food
security of poor and vulnerable
people across the country as well as
increase the resilience of women and
help farm households access
markets.

The aim is to achieve this through
providing critical agricultural inputs
and services, including the distribution
of wheat cultivation assistance
packages and livestock feed,

veterinary support and the provision
of vegetable cultivation packages
and poultry, as well as small farm
equipment and technical training.
The project seeks to reach all of
# Afghanistan’s 34
4 provinces, with
§ special emphasis
on the major
dl wheat and
livestock
producing
provinces. The
i % interventions will
‘"= target rural
*  communities

. & experiencing the
highest levels of
food insecurity,
many of which risk the proliferation
of negative coping strategies such as
selling off vital productive assets and
growing displacement pressures.
"We are grateful to the Asian
Development Bank for the generous
contribution, which recognizes the
urgent need to invest in livelihood
assistance in rural areas in
Afghanistan, and reflects that
investing in agriculture is a core
humanitarian response," said FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu.
"Providing food insecure
communities with seeds, fertilizers
and other essential agricultural inputs
in time for production will help them
produce life-saving food and
generate income, and is the most
impactful way of reversing acute
food insecurity in the country".

Provision of time-critical
livelihood support

With the new funding, FAO will
provide crop and livestock inputs,
including wheat seeds, fertilizers, to
help 150 000 smallholder wheat
producing families keep themselves
fed, and livestock feed and veterinary
support to assist 100 000 marginal
livestock holding households. All told,
these interventions will generate food
and income benefits for over 1.5
million highly food insecure Afghans.
Farmers and livestock owners will
also be assisted with technical training
and veterinary services through local
private service providers to ensure
that the inputs provided lead to the
best possible production and
livelihood gains.

In addition, 140 000 poor food
insecure rural households will receive
high-quality seeds for backyard
vegetable cultivation, poultry and a
mix of small farm equipment, enabling
them to produce highly nutritious
vegetables and poultry, while
reducing gaps in local food supply.
A major food insecurity hotspot
Afghanistan has rapidly become one
of the world’s largest food security
crises. More than half of the
population —22.8 million people —
will experience acute food insecurity
through March 2022, meaning they
face severe challenges in meeting their
daily food needs and in keeping their
household food security stable and
their livelihoods intact. Of this
number, 17.8 million people live in
rural areas and rely primarily on
agriculture for food, income,
livelihood and stability. The ongoing
drought and economic crisis mean
that they lack critical inputs such as
seeds to secure their staple food
needs for the year, and animal feed
to keep livestock alive and supplying
milk to their children daily.
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One Syrian gives his community a

non-traditional helping hand

26/01/2022

"I'm offering the use of my fodder
press free of charge to anyone who
needs it," states Abdullah Bilal Tobal,
asmallholder livestock keeper from
Tal Hasel in the Aleppo Governorate
of northwestern Syria. "If any of my
neighbors wants a machine like this,
I'd be happy to make it for them."
Abdullah got an innovative idea after
attending one of FAO’s Farmer Field
Schools (FFS), where he and other
livestock keepers learned how to
compress dried alfalfa into bales to
preserve it so they can feed their
cows in the winter.

"We used to feed our animals with
green alfalfa in the summer, and we
threw away the surplus when
summer ended. Atthe [Farmer Field]
school, we learned how to avoid this
loss by harvesting alfalfa every 20 to
30 days, drying it and then
compressing it into bales using a
hand-held box to store the fodder
for the winter season."

It was from this experience that
Abdullah decided to design a tool for
compressing fodder. He built a
simple prototype of a manual press
as an improvement of the fodder
preservation method he learned at
the FFS. Abdullah’s bale-making
technique uses a wooden
compressing machine instead of
having to press the alfalfa with his
own hands and feet, making this
process physically easier and less
time-consuming,

Abdullah realized that, with less
quality fodder available on the
market, his press was a chance to
improve his livelihood, reduce alfalfa
crop loss and maintain his herds’
productivity throughout the year.
FAO’s Smallholder Support
Programme (SSP), uses FFSs to
reach smallholders across Al-
Hasakeh, Aleppo and Deir-ez-Zor

governorates and enhance their skills
by giving them access to information,
as well as supporting their learning
through direct practice (learning by
doing). Abdullah’s fodder press is
just one example of how FFS can
open minds to new ways of farming
and help improve livelihoods.
Notinitially convinced

Fi

Despite its early promise, some
locals were still not convinced with
dried alfalfa. They thought it was too
much work and insisted on using the
green fodder, but Abdullah
demonstrated the results in terms of
milk production of the preservation
technique he learned at FFS. After
he also pointed out the time and cost
savings, they changed their minds.
"In the short period of using this
press, I preserved enough to save a
quarter of the cost I would need to
buy fodder, but in the future, I will
have time to preserve more and save
more," Abdullah elaborates. "Now |
have alittle over a ton of dried alfalfa
stored for the winter. [ am using this
with a mix of other fodders, which
helped me save the cost of buying
hay and is nutritionally better for the
cows."

Moreover, the success of his machine
is encouraging Abdullah to work on
improving it for the benefit of his

community. "A few people wanted
their own press but could not afford
the materials to make it, so I let them
use mine for free. [ used to work with
wood in the past which is why [ had
the idea to make it out of wood, but
there is still room for improvement.
It could be made stronger and easier
to use with a lightweight metal like
™ aluminum, and there
is a possibility to
make a mechanical
version using a
motor which would
massively improve
its productivity," he
explains.
In total, Abdullah
was approached by
more than 15
households from his
village and the
surrounding area to
use this press last
season, and he expects more people
will be interested in the future.
"Inputs and grants can support
crisis-affected farmers in Syria;
however, farmers need more if they
are to sustain their livelihoods and
modernize their agricultural
production practices. More than
anything, FAO is looking to
encourage and develop the attitudes
of farming communities to produce
competitive products to meet market
demands," says Alfredo Impiglia,
FAO Chief Technical Advisor of the
SSP.
Farmer Field Schools are an
effective way to close the skills gap
and reach marginalized and
disadvantaged populations, such as
youth and women, in rural
communities. They help rural
populations develop their income-
generating potential and establish
agriculture-related businesses. This
supports self-reliance and increases
employment.
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The Netherlands provides EUR 4.13 million grant

IFAD and Jordan are long-standing partners with more than
30 years’ experience in agriculture and rural development
in rainfed and semi-arid areas. To date, IFAD has invested in
nine projects with a total financing of US$ 253.77 million

reaching 90,727 households in Jordan.

10 January 2022

©IFAD/Ivor Prickett/Panos
Amman, 10 January 2022 - The
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), the Ministry
of Planning and International
Cooperation in Jordan, and the
Kingdom of'the Netherlands signed
a EUR 4.13 million financial
agreement this week to strengthen
the sustainability and climate
resilience of ongoing interventions
under the Rural Economic Growth
and Employment Programme in
Jordan. Dina Saleh, IFAD Regional
Director, Near East, North Africa &
Europe Division signed the
agreement by correspondence with
His Excellency Nasser Shraideh,
Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation, Jordan.

"This additional funding from the
Netherlands will focus on activities
that aim to increase the rural
population’s climate resilience. The
project is aligned with the
Netherlands Multiannual Country
Strategy for Jordan to help farmers
increase yields and family income
while using less water," said Mr.
Marc Hasselaar, Deputy Head of
Mission of the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in
Jordan.

Together with a loan of EUR 11.3
million and grant of EUR 0.63
million, which was approved by
IFAD in June 2020, the additional
funding will be used to build on
REGEP’s success and extend its
completion date until March 2024.
REGEP has proved effective in
enhancing the skills and creating
employment opportunities for youth

and women in horticultural
production. The project has also
helped improve access to rural credit
through the participation of
commercial banks in lending to the
agriculture sector. Youth
participation, as well as engagement

i

of people living belo.w the poverty

line, has been impressive at 30 per
cent and 59 per cent respectively.

The Dutch supplementary financing
will generate a synergetic effect with
the IFAD investment, yielding higher
impact and outreach. The extension
will allow REGEP activities to be
consolidated in the five governorates
covered under the original financing
(Mafraq, Al Balga, Jerash, Ajloun,
and Madaba) and will replicate and
expand coverage to include Irbid,
Zarqa, Karak, Tafilah and Maan
governorates, with the aim to reach
an additional 45,000 rural people.

REGEP invests in water-efficient
irrigation systems, promotion of
drought resistant varieties, and
mainstreaming climate-resilient

practices to support adaptation to
climate-aggravated water scarcity by
reducing water use in agriculture.
"The project aims to provide non-
conventional water resources for
household use and agricultural
activities through water harvesting,"
said Vrej Jijyan, IFAD Country
Director for Jordan. "Investments
which aim to support the shift
towards better agricultural practices
and organic farming through
demonstration plots and credit lines
will also strengthen efforts," he
added.

IFAD and
~ Jordan are
long-standing
partners with
- more than 30
years’
experience in
agriculture and
rur al
development
in rainfed and
semi-arid
areas. To date,
IFAD has
| " investedinnine
projects witha
total financing of US$ 253.77 million
reaching 90,727 households in
Jordan.

Read more about IFAD work in
Jordan.

Press release No.: IFAD/01/2022
IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce
poverty, increase food security,
improve nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Since 1978, we have
provided US$23.2 billion in grants
and low-interest loans to projects
that have reached an estimated
518 million people. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a United Nations specialized
agency based in Rome — the
United Nations food and
agriculture hub.
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Advocating for transforming food N
systems for rural prosperi

17 January 2022

©IFAD/Susan Beccio

Beijing, 17 January 2022 - The
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), together with
the China Centre for Agricultural
Policy of Peking University, launched
IFAD’s Rural Development
Report 2021, in a virtual event
today.

The 2021 flagship report focuses on
transforming food systems for rural
prosperity. It describes the
comprehensive issues that affect the
sustainability of food systems and
provides recommendations on how
to make food systems
environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable.

IFAD’s cooperation with China
prioritises supporting China's rural
revitalization strategy and promoting
common prosperity for farmers in
rural areas. "This report focuses on
how the rural population can benefit
from the transformation of the food
system and truly address the issue
of food security," said Han Bin,
Deputy Director General of the
Department of International Financial
Cooperation of the Ministry of
Finance, China. "This is particularly
relevant at a time when the global
poverty reduction process has been
set back by COVID-19 and more
than 800 million people are facing
hunger," he added.

"The report is an effective response
to the UN Food Systems Summit in
2021, making an important
contribution to the realization of the
17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGS) of the United Nations," said
Wang Jinxia, Boya Distinguished
Professor at the College of Modern
Agriculture, Peking University and
Director of the China Centre for
Agricultural Policy Research.

The occasion was an opportunity to
share the report more widely and to

discuss report topics from an
international and Chinese
perspective.

"The report highlights the importance
of focusing investments and policy
changes on rural food value chains
in order to make adequate and
nutritious food accessible to all," said
Jyotsna Puri, IFAD’s Associate Vice
President, Strategy and Knowledge
Department.

"It also highlights that we need to
ensure that food systems do not

producers are able to earn a decent
income," she added.

In his keynote speech, Huang Jikun,
from prominent thinktank China
Center for Agricultural Policy
Research, Peking University,
stressed that "innovative institutions,
policies and investments are key
driving forces to improve food
security and promote greener
agriculture. Innovative public
investments will drive the
development of rapid, inclusive, and
greener transformation of food
systems".

Jianmin Xie, Counsel from the
International Cooperation
Department of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
emphasised China’s strategic
priorities in making the food system
more environmentally efficient and

beneficial to rural people. He
stressed the importance of "ensuring
food security, promoting agricultural
carbon emission reduction and
consolidating the successful results of
Chinese poverty alleviation through
rural revitalization".
During the panel discussion,
Shenggen Fan, Chair Professor,
College of Economics and
Management, China Agricultural
University; Xiande Li, Professor at
the Institute of Agricultural
Economics, Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciences;
.« 4= Joachim von Braun,
y ¥ Director at the Centre for
W Development Research at
B the University of
] _ Bonn and Chair of the
2 Scientific Group of UN
e ' . Food System Summit;
and Yan Shi, founder of
Shared Harvest Farm and
 pioneer in China
implementing community-
supported agriculture.
Panellists contributed to the policy
dialogue. They focused on actions
that can be taken to transform food
systems for rural prosperity and to
reach the Sustainable Development
Goals. Particular emphasis was
placed on the impact of Covid-19
pandemic to rural economies and the
importance of strengthening the
resilience of food systems in
preparation for future challenges.
Matteo Marchisio, IFAD China
DPRK and Korea Country Director
and IFAD Representative in China,
reiterated that; "If you want to fix
food systems, listen to all of the
people who work within food
systems. Only by ensuring that rural
people are heard and consulted
when seeking solutions can these
food systems be made inclusive and
sustainable."
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Syrian refugees feel the heat of

Lebanon

19 January 2022

Rokati uses tea to keep hunger
pangs at bay. Photo:
WEFP/Giulio Origlia

It is midday. The neighbourhood
stray cats lie stretched out on
rooftops enjoying the warmth of the
sun, complacent about the sounds
of playful children on the streets
below. Roukati, a 40-year-old
Syrian refugee mother of eleven
children, listens to the sounds from
her apartment above, busy
spreading cooking oil mixed with
spices onto Arabic flatbread. She
wraps the thin bread into a roll,
offering it to her son Ammar as lunch.
Roukati does not eat, restricting
herself to the tea.

She and her husband skip meals
daily.

With the collapse of the local
currency, skyrocketing inflation, and
the economic and financial
recession, about a third of Syrian
refugee adults in Lebanon restricted
their meals in 2021 to have enough
food for their children. As nutritional
intake is a major concern, the
European Union is funding cash
assistance programmes through
WEFP to help the most vulnerable
purchase food and other essential
items.

"My 6-year-old, Amin, dreams of
scavenging so that he can earn some
money and buy chicken to eat," says
Roukati. "With a gallon of oil now
costing USD 12 (350,000 LBP) we
cannot afford chicken, meat, or
cheese - only the basics like cooking
oil, bread, milk."

Since October 2019, food prices
in Lebanon have gone up by 998
per cent.

6-year-old Amin and his sister 5-
year-old sister Tasmine play together
athome. Photo: WFP/Giulio Origlia
The mother manages the family
finances and is a key decision-

maker, while also being the primary
caregiver. She says their main
expenses are the rent and electricity
generator costs in a country where
power is available only a few hours a
day. However, their income is limited.

Roukati’s husband is unable to work

due to deteriorating health problems
as they cannot afford the medication
he needs. He struggles to climb the
stairs to their fourth-floor apartment.
The couple’s older sons can no longer
support them. Tragically, their eldest
son was killed, the other was
attacked while working and suftfered
a permanent brain injury. Their two
teenage sons carry and deliver water
gallons to residential apartments.
Together they make about USD 7
(LBP 200,000) a month —not enough
to cover a gallon of oil.

‘I want to become an engineer’

A schoolboy in Aleppo grows
closer to his dream one snack at
a time, with support from the
World Food Programme

The family’s main income is the WFP
e-card funded by the European Union
that allows them to withdraw cash
every month much like a bank card.
Previously this card enabled families
to purchase food only in locally
contracted shops. Since September
2021, eligible Syrians can now also
withdraw a limited amount of cash
every month.

S economic woes

The amount is calculated per family
member for up to six people per
household. A family of this size
receives the equivalent of around
US$90 a month in local currency
(2.6 million LBP). The exact value
depends on the exchange rate
as the local currency continues
to depreciate against the dollar.

With the European Union’s
support, over 230,000 Syrian
refugees and more than
217,000 vulnerable Lebanese
nationals are eligible to withdraw
cash from ATMs every month —
which they use to purchase food
and other essential items.

A rolled sandwich with oil and
spices for Rokati's son’s
lunch. Photo: WFP/Giulio Origlia
"It is better to have unrestricted cash
than a food card, because now we
can compare prices in different
shops and find the cheapest items,"
says Roukati, illustrating the daily
price fluctuations and her role in
stretching their purchasing power.
"This helpsusalot."

However, Roukati’s daily concerns
for survival are not limited to food;
she’s constantly worried about the
safety of her children.

"I want the Lebanese to get
assistance as well, so that we can
getalong," sighs Roukati. She and
her husband nod in agreement. Both
highlight the need to support the
Lebanese who struggle, hoping that
this will also help reduce
intercommunal tensions as resources
become scarce.

Thanks to the generous funding from
the European Union, the most
vulnerable Syrian and Lebanese
households in Lebanon are being
assisted through WFP e-cards
providing a fixed amount of cash
every month for unrestricted use to
strengthen resilience.

R

%:ﬁi T 3095 AT (Krishi Journal-2021 (Jan-Freb)



I look forward to continuing the
excellent collaboration

27/01/2022

Rome - FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu today welcomed
Ambassador Sébastien Foumane of
Cameroon as the new chairperson
of the Africa Regional Group in

Rome, taking over from
Ambassador Jackline Lumumba
Yonga of Kenya.

The Director-General commended
Ambassador Yonga for "her excellent
leadership and for her constructive
and active engagement with the FAO
leadership and management," before
congratulating Ambassador
Foumane as incoming Chair.

"I look forward to continuing the
excellent collaboration," he said,
adding that "together with solidarity
we can make 2022 a year of
extraordinary achievements!"
Ambassador Yonga took the
opportunity to highlight some of the
achievements under her leadership
despite a challenging year, including
the Africa Regional Group’s
participation in the UN Food
Systems Summit and Pre-Summit
and the continued strong
partnerships and technical sessions
with UN Rome-based agencies. She
concluded by thanking the group for
the enriching opportunity to have
served as Chair.

For his part, incoming Chairperson
Ambassador Foumane said it was a
great honour to serve the Africa
Regional Group, and will strive to
continue the progress made under
Ambassador Yonga’s
chairpersonship.

During the ceremony, South African
Ambassador Nosipho Ngcaba was
also endorsed as Vice Chair. The
event was also attended by the
Deputy Executive Director of the
World Food Programme, Amir
Mahmoud Abdullah, alongside
many of Rome’s African
Ambassadors. The President of

IFAD was represented by Sara
Mbago-Bhunu, the Director of
IFAD’s East and Southern Africa
Division.

Africa and FAO

In his speech, the Director-General
highlighted the important role of the
Africa Regional Group in FAO’s

e i 7 o

work, calling it a "strategic and
critical" bridge between FAO
Headquarters and the African
continent. He underscored FAO’s
work in Africa to reduce poverty,
increase access to healthy and
diverse diets, develop new digital-
led jobs and build sustainable and
resilient livelihoods.

In particular, the Director-General
drew attention to flagship initiatives
such as the Hand-in-Hand Initiative,
the 1000 Digital Villages Initiative,
the Green Cities, and One Country
One Priority Product, which are
obtaining good support in several
Aftican countries.

Qu spoke of the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Africa, but
also noted projects where progress
has been made regardless. The Great
Green Wall initiative, aimed at
reviving Africa’s degraded

landscapes, and the Africa Open
DEAL, have brought new digital
geospatial technology to the forefront
and are great examples of where
African countries can innovate,
influence and lead towards positive
transformation, he said. Qu also

emphasized how important the
modernization of agrifood sectors
and rural development is for Africa’s
sustainable development, and for
achieving Agenda 2063.

The Africa Regional Group is made
up of 37 African countries that have
official representatives in Rome and
is divided into geographical sub-
regions: Central Africa (Burundi,
Cameroon, Congo, Congo D.R.,
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon), Eastern
Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Madagascar, Somalia, South Sudan,
Sudan, Tanzania United Rep.,
Uganda), Northern Africa (Algeria,
Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia),
Southern Africa (Angola, Lesotho,
Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia,
Zimbabwe) and Western Africa
(Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cote
d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal).
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Libya: Vouchers empower displaced
people to buy the foods they need

25 January 2022,

Seetashma Thapa

"Conflict compelled us to leave our
beloved hometown in Murzug," says
Um AbdulRaheem, one of the
215,000 food-insecure people in
Libya supported by the World Food
Programme (WFP) last year.

She and her family of seven were
among 3,300 Muzruq residents
forced to flee their beloved
hometown to dodge violence. In

going to pay for rent, clothing, food,
you’ll find yourself with nothing," says
Um AbdulRaheem.

According to the 132,000
displaced Libyans are in need of
assistance due to the impacts of
ongoing violence and the COVID-
19 pandemic. WFP urgently requires
US$14.6 million to continue
providing lifesaving assistance to
around 142,000 food insecure
people in Libya.

Each month,
U m
AbdulRaheem
waits in line at
the outlet in
Azzawiya
where she
comes to
redeem her
vouchers
through her
mobile phone
and chooses
her preferred
food items
from more
than 30 different products.

In 2021, WFP assisted more than
215,000 people inneed in all three
regions of Libya through its
humanitarian response, school
feeding, livelihoods assistance as well
as capacity building activities.
Through the WFP-managed the UN
Hub in Benghazi, WFP serves the
humanitarian community in Libya,
where it also provides.

In countries where the local
economy is hit by multiple crises,
WEP also works towards revitalizing
local markets. In Libya, WFP
sources food for its e-voucher
programme from local wholesalers.
From January to October 2021, a
total transfer value of US$ 3.4 million
has been injected into the local

2017, they managed to relocate to
Sabratha, 900 km away.

"The whole area was deserted,
everyone left for different cities and
different places,""After the war
ended, [ went with my children to
see if we could go back home," says
Um AbdulRaheem. "Everything was
burnt to the ground, and everything
we owned is now rubble".

WEP staff ensure that food items tly
stocked at the Ennaoura outlet.

She fondly recalls Murzuq as the
southern town known for its delicious
dates. She now has no means to
return as she’d have to rebuild her
house from scratch and lacks the
resources to do so. She has been the
family’s sole breadwinner.

"When one is displaced it is a struggle
finances are a problem if you’re

market through WFP-contracted
wholesalers in the country.

At the outlet, Um AbdulRaheem
takes a look at her grocery list, and
skims through the racks of eggs,
chickpeas, milk, cooking oil, tuna,
and other items, choosing what her
family would need the most.
Meals from WFP give Um
AbdulRaheem’s family the right
nourishment for a healthy life. They
have prevented several families like
hers from resorting to negative
coping mechanisms such as selling
assets or borrowing money, skipping
meals, or consuming less nutritious
food to deal with food shortage.
Her cart is packed with eggs and
other nutritious food items.

"We receive different varieties of
food items and groceries, which has
helped us save money for other daily
requirements," says Um
AbdulRaheem.

While some of her children are at
school, Um AbdulRaheem arrives
home where her eldest patiently
waits for her. Together, they look at
all the food items that Um
AbdulRaheem has brought and
decide what they will eat as a family
for dinner. Mealtimes are important
to the family as it brings them closer
together and gives them an
opportunity to speak about their
lives.

Tonight, the family of seven will relish
some pasta with tomato and tuna
sauce, eggs, and some curried
chickpeas.

"This food means everything to my
family, it gives us hope and it has
created peace at home, where we
sit together and enjoy a meal
together," says Um AbdulRaheem.
They have all learned to cope with
the traumatic experience of the war
buts till dream of going back to their
beloved home someday.
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Norway commits funds lift aquaculture

20 December 2021
OIFAD/Andrew Esiebo/Panos
Rome, 20 December 2021 — As
more people spiral into hunger and
poverty due to pandemic restrictions,
climate change and conflicts,

the Norwegian Agency of
Development  Cooperation
(NORAD) has committed NOK 45

million (US$5 million) to increase the
incomes and build the resilience of
small aquaculture farmers in Kenya,
Mozambique and Tanzania, the

......

International Fund for Agricultural
Fund (IFAD) announced today.
"This generous contribution of
Norway underscores its credentials
as a global leader in sustainable
fisheries management and is further
proof of the country’s relentless
determination to free the world from
hunger and poverty," said Gilbert F.
Houngbo, President of IFAD. "The
sustainable development of the
aquaculture sector holds significant
potential to address malnutrition and
poverty worldwide. Norway’s
support will help thousands of small
aquaculture farmers build better lives
for their families and produce the
healthy foods their communities
need."

The contribution from NORAD will
finance the Advancing Resilient and

Nutrition-sensitive Smallholder
Aquaculture (ARNSA) Project
implemented by IFAD and its
government partners. With the aim
to support approximately 3,000
smallholders and make increased
quantity and quality fish products
available to at least 100,000
people, the project will pilot and
scale-up climate resilient and
nutrition-focused aquaculture
technologies and approaches. It
will, in particular, improve access to

quality and affordable farm inputs
such as seeds and feed, and to
market opportunities especially for
women and youth through
innovation and value creation. It will
also strengthen farmers’ technical
skills and extension services and
address post-harvest losses.

The project will focus mainly on
inland aquaculture, except in
Tanzania where attention will be
given also to seaweed value chains.
The support from NORAD
contributes to IFAD’s increasing
attention to aquaculture in Sub-
Sahara Africa, which now includes
related investments in Tanzania,
Kenya, Mozambique, Angola,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Nigeria and
Ghana.

Today, small-scale aquaculture
farmers provide over 80 percent of
the global acquaculture production.
Worldwide roughly 20 million people
engage in full or part-time
aquaculture, many of whom struggle
to maintain reasonable livelihoods.
With a growing demand for fish
products, in particular from Africa and
Asia, the sector holds a strong
potential for growth, better incomes
for the producers and employment
opportunities especially for women.
In addition, as a source of high-
quality macro and micronutrients, fish
and aquatic foods are irreplaceable
in combating malnutrition and
alleviating nutritional deficiencies.
Globally, 22% of children below the
age of five (149 million) are stunted
(too short for their age) and 30% of
girls and women aged 15-49 years
(571 million) suffer from anemia.

As one of the world’s leading fishing
and aquaculture nations, Norway has
made the establishment of secure and
sustainable fisheries and ecosystems
in partner countries a priority through
its Fish for Development programme.
It aims to provide a coordinated and
effective response to increasing food
demand, rising poverty and the
urgency to achieve multiple
Sustainable Development Goals by
2030.

A founding member of IFAD,
Norway has contributed US$435.26
million to the Funds’ core budget since
its creation in 1978. In addition,
Norway pledged NOK 508 million
(US$53.46 million) to IFAD’s 2022-
2024 funding cycle, a 40% increase
from the previous cycle. Norway is
also supporting specific programmes
directly for a total of US$30.2 million,
in particular to help small-scale
farmers adapt to climate change,
tackle malnutrition, and support
farming families and refugees in the
Lake Chad basin.
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" United Nations rural poverty agency
IFAD set to boost its ethical investments

26 January 2022

Rome, 26 January 2022 —In a
significant move to strengthen its
commitment to ethical investments,
the Executive Board of the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) agreed on a
policy to further shift the Fund’s
treasury investments to green bonds
and other Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) investments, in
addition to IFAD’s already
established socially responsible
investment strategy, which mirrors
principles. The policy was approved
through a vote by correspondence.
With the adoption of the 2022 [FAD
will also publish the list of industries
excluded from its investments,
strengthening its position as a
responsible investor.

At the end of September 2021,
IFAD had US$1.35 billion invested
in financial instruments. This amount
is derived from replenishments
(contributions from Member States),
borrowed funds and loan
repayments, which are then
committed to developing countries
under IFAD’s regular programme of
loans and grants.

"IFAD has always been a responsible
investor with human rights,
environmental, social and anti-
corruption principles strongly
entrenched in our DNA. Today’s
landmark decision is an ambitious
step to further translate our principles
into reality," said Alvaro Lario, [FAD
Associate Vice-President and Chief
Financial Officer and Controller.
Going forward, IFAD will
proactively increase its investments
in green bonds and other ESG
securities, including supranational,
sovereign, agency and corporate
bonds, and asset-backed securities
in the impact bond market. [IFAD’s
ESG investments on financial markets
have so far remained limited.

"Increasing our investments in ESG
bonds is not only further proof of
our commitment to strong ESG
standards but it is also a long-term
strategy to strengthen IFAD’s
portfolio and align it to sustainable
financial market practices," added
Lario.

IFAD’s primary investment
objectives are to preserve the value
of the assets invested and to ensure
that resources are available when
they are required to finance IFAD’s
operations in developing countries.
Subject to these two parameters,
together with the reinforced overlay
of ESG criteria, IFAD seeks to
prudently optimize the returns on its
investments.

The Investment Policy Statement
explicitly states that IFAD will
systematically exclude from its
investments securities issued by
entities involved with unethical
products or services, including, but
not limited to, weapons and
ammunitions, coal extraction, coal-
fired power generation, tobacco,
alcohol and gambling — among
others. While IFAD’s long time
adherence and compliance with The

Ten Principles of the United Nations
Global Compact has ensured no such
investments were made in the past,
the publication of the list of excluded
industries will strengthen
transparency and further consolidate
IFAD’s commitment to ESG
objectives. IFAD has now joined
other pioneering UN agencies and
international
financial institutions
which publish such
alist.

Notes to the
~ Editor: Asperthe
“8| United Nations
% Global Compact,
I F A D
excludes investments
#88 that do not meet, at
a minimum,
fundamental
responsibilities in
the areas of human
| rights, labour,
environment and
anti-corruption. It also excludes
investments in entities included in the
United Nations Security Council
Consolidated List of sanctioned
entities. IFAD also applies high
social, environmental and climate
standards requirements to its loans
and grants’ recipients and partners.

Press release No.: IFAD/03/2022
IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce
poverty, increase food security,
improve nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Since 1978, we have
provided about US$23.2 billion in
grants and low-interest loans to
projects that have reached some
518 million people. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a specialized United Nations
agency based in Rome — the UN s
food and agriculture hub.
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