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Four actions to improve the state
of our land, soil and water

09/12/2021

Soil, land, water. These are the
basics, the building blocks of our
agrifood systems, and supply over 4
95 percent of food consumed.
Though there is much more to it than
that, anew FAO report is reminding
us of these foundations. And the
foundations, it seems, are cracking.
FAQO’s new State of the World’s

1)Degradation knows no
boundaries. Governance should

web-based,
apailable land  resource

planning toolbox developed by
AO is helping break down

segtors.

Land and Water Resources for Food

;s . : -:-'"-'i"?'

and Agriculture 202 1warns us that
the foundations of our agrifood
system-soil, land and water-are
already at their "breaking point."
The amount of cultivated land
increased by 15 percent between
1961 and 2017. And while human
use of land and water for agriculture
has not yet peaked, all evidence
points to slowing growth in
productivity, the rapid exhaustion of
productive capacity and more
damage to the environment. Already;,
approximately a third of the world’s
soil resources are classified as
moderately to highly degraded.

The SOLAW 2021 synthesis report
argues that innovative solutions and
collaboration need to prevail for the
long-term future of land, soil and
water.

Here are its 4 main
recommendations:

follow suit.
National policies
% and laws that
= covern land and
water resources
are often disjointed
8 or lack
implementation.
These have often
proven ineffective
due to institutional
and technical silos.
What’s more, there
is often a mismatch in jurisdiction,
since the boundaries of
interconnected water system often
do not correlate with political or
administrative boundaries.

Land and water policies also need
to be more inclusive and flexible,
taking into account marginalized
groups and smallholder farmers to
ensure they have access to resources
they need. FAO’s Koronivia Joint
Work on Agriculture (KJWA) global
initiative under the Climate
Agreement aims to strengthen land
and water governance and make it
more inclusive by integrating climate
adaptation and mitigation policies
across agricultural sectors. Examples
of specific issues addressed under
KJWA include solutions to improve
the levels of carbon in soil and
wetlands and the health and fertility
of grasslands and croplands.

g

2) Integrated solutions through
data and planning

Pressures on land and water systems
risk compromising agricultural
productivity where growth is needed
the most, meaning planning around
such resources is crucial.

New tools are helping planners
understand the extent and location of
yield and production gaps. A web-
based, freely available land resources
planning toolbox developed by FAO
is helping break down barriers
between regions and sectors. In sub-
Saharan Africa, for example, yields
are only 24 percent of what is
achievable with higher levels of input,
such as better irrigation and organic
fertilizers, in addition to sound
resource management. Similar issues
are found in Central America, India
and Russia.

FAO is helping break down barriers
between regions and sectors to
support better land and water
management by providing web-
based, freely available land resources
planning toolbox. Left/top:
©FAO/Truls Brekke Right/bottom:
©FAO/Sheam Kaheel

3) Innovation, innovation,
innovation

The rapid spread of mobile
technologies, remote-sensing
services, cloud-based computing and
open access to data and information
on crops, movement of pests, natural
resources, climatic conditions, inputs
and markets are already helping
smallholder farmers enter the digital
world. Such technical and managerial
innovations should be prioritized in
order to accelerate the transformation
of agrifood systems.

For example, innovative, nature-
friendly infrastructure projects can
help minimize flood risks and offers
additional benefits in restoring
environmental flows, fisheries,

e |
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biodiversity and water quality
improvements and recreational
opportunities.

4) Investin the whole picture

The high costs of degradation and
inaction only show the urgency to
increase investments in sustainable
land, soil and water management and
in restoring degraded
ecosystems. Better land and water
management will lead to financial
gains that can be used for social,
health and environmental objectives.
Conventional funding has focused on
maximizing agricultural efficiency and
finding competitive advantages, thus
prioritizing exports of high-value
crops rather than food self-
sufficiency and nutrition. Responsible
investments should therefore not
narrow in solely on infrastructure
solutions to increase production.
Instead, international funding and
public and private investments should
seek to explore new approaches for
investment in healthy and
environmentally sustainable land, soil
and water resources. Farmers must
also be recognized as prime investors
and not just beneficiaries of public
subsidy and tariff protection.

Taking good care of our agrifood
systems’ foundations —soil, land and
water —can help build resilience to
natural disasters and pandemics while
providing nutritious, diverse diets and
supporting the shift to sustainable
consumption. ©FAO/Giulio
Napolitano

Agrifood systems need to adapt to a
world facing climate change and an
ever-growing demand for safe, quality
food. Taking good care of their
foundations — soil, land and water-
can also help build resilience to natural
disasters and pandemics while
providing nutritious, diverse diets and
supporting the shift to sustainable
consumption. Buttime is short. As the
report says, "injecting a sense of
urgency into making the necessary
transformations in the core of the
global food system is essential."

Micro
Mrs Leng eagerly learned how to
produce EM. With the project’s
support, she expanded her garden
to 400 square metres, devoting one
quarter of'it to a greenhouse where
she could grow organic vegetables
year-round. The project also gave
her some seeds and equipment to
help her get started.

ooooooo

The per-capita incowe of
pofticipating househo¥ds
doubled, too. Over all, thy
'production volume of 10 of the
areas 12 most common crops
rose — during a time when, in
non-participating villages,
he volume and yield of these

Since then, Mrs Leng’s garden has
flourished.

"The quality of the soil is better," she
says. "There are more earthworms
and fewer soil-borne pests. Weed
growth has reduced, my vegetables
grow faster and the soil has become
rich and dark. I see ladybirds in my
garden now, and I’ve noticed better
drainage. More importantly, now we
can keep the produce for a longer
time."

Mrs Leng is now a lead farmer for
the programme. With the support of
her District Agriculture and Forestry
Office, her plot is now an active
community learning site. Farmers
come, even from other villages, to
learn how to replicate her successes.
As Phetsouphanh Keodouangsy, the
district coordinator for FNML, says,
"If used efficiently, EM can be a
farmer’s friend, as it provides more
nutrients and yield. This might seem
rather a minor benefit to some but
here, in remote rural areas, it is
everything. It leads to improved
nutrition, better incomes and
sustainable living conditions for small-
scale farmers."

Indeed, agriculture is the main source
of subsistence and livelihoods for
Lao rural-dwellers. But these
agricultural resources are also highly
climate-sensitive, leaving Laos with
little capacity to adapt to the changing
climate. Solutions like EM are
therefore crucial to helping small-
scale farmers build resilience and
improve nutrition, livelihoods and soil
health at the same time.

To date, over 14,000 farming
households have benefited from the
FNML project. In addition to EM,
the project has introduced farmers
to many new technologies and
techniques to improve their food and
cash crops. Between 2014 and
2020, many farmers in the project’s
175 participating villages were able
to double their vegetable yields
without the use of chemical fertilizers.
The per-capita income of
participating households doubled,
too. Over all, the production volume
of 10 of the area’s 12 most common
crops rose — during a time when, in
non-participating villages, the volume
and yield of these same crops
increased more slowly or even
declined.

Mrs Leng proudly lists what she
produces: Chinese cabbage, lettuce,
coriander, leek, chili pepper,
aubergine, long bean, cucumber and
morning glory. Her family eats well,
and she has plenty to sell in village
and district markets, where the
quality and safety of her organic
vegetables is well known. She also
pickles or preserves some of her
surplus. The days when the family
spent part of the year short on food
are now a distant memory.

"We can smell the freshness in the
vegetables now," she says. "When
using chemical fertilizers and
pesticides, we could not smell it —
quite the opposite. And we can sell
our produce all year round at a good
price, even in the rainy season."
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Needs of urgent investment on small farmers

07 December 2021

©IFAD/Nilza Utali

Rome, 7 December 2021 — With
soaring food prices pushing millions
of people into food insecurity, the
UN’s International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD) is
calling on governments and the
private sector to urgently step up
their investments in small-scale
agriculture focused on locally
produced, nutrition-rich food. The
call was made ahead of today’s
opening of the Tokyo Nutrition for
Growth Summit.

Miillions of people living in developing
countries are experiencing increases
from 5 to 17 percent' in the prices
of staples such as cereals and
vegetable oils, as well as in nutritious
foods like fruits, vegetables and fish.
This is hurting the most vulnerable
populations, who spend a large
share of their incomes on food.
Small farms, which provide the world
with a third of its food, typically
produce more diverse crops than big
farms and play a vital role in
supplying diets that are more varied.
In addition, improving yields in
small-scale agriculture leads to higher
incomes for rural people living in
poverty which further increases their
opportunities to purchase more
nutritious foods. By investing in
small-scale farmers and in
agriculture, many developing
countries can increase local food
production while relying less on food
imports.

"Small-scale agriculture is a
fundamental part of the solution to
our malnutrition crisis. Investing in
small farms which are focused on
producing nutrient-rich, diverse
foods is essential to address
malnutrition in the world’s poorest
communities," said Gilbert F.
Houngbo, President of IFAD. "It is
not just about tackling health issues,
it also makes economic sense. Fairly

dre focused on producimng
nutrient-rich, diverse foods i
essential to address
malnutrition in the world's
poorest communities,"” saig

compensating small scale producers
to facilitate access to good nutrition
allows their children to reach their full
physical and intellectual potential, so
that they can grow into healthy adults
who can contribute to the economic
development of their families and
communities and lift themselves out
of poverty."

The Tokyo Nutrition for Growth
Summit (7-8 December) is a global
pledging moment to drive greater
action toward ending malnutrition.
IFAD is calling for more investments
to increase the production of
nutritious foods for market and self-
consumption; to promote nutritious
neglected and underutilized species;
to improve infrastructures for water
supply, storage and transport for
nutritious but perishable foods; and
to increase awareness and education
on healthy diets.

Even before food prices soared,
hunger, lack of access to healthy
diets and malnutrition have increased
since 2015 due to climate change,

economic shocks, conflict and, since
last year, to the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Three billion
people cannot afford healthy diets,
largely due to excessive costs.
Globally one out of 10 people —up
to 811 million—are living with hunger
and one out of four children under
five years of age are stunted or too
short for their age.

According to the Global Nutrition
Report 2021, the world is not on
track to achieve targets for nutrition
indicators by 2030. Progress is too
slow in the indicators related to
maternal, infant and young children
nutrition. Without access to adequate,
affordable and nutritious food,
generations remain trapped in
poverty, unable to take advantage of
education and job opportunities to
fulfil their potential.

Press release No.: IFAD/79/2021
IFAD invests in rural people,
empowering them to reduce
poverty, increase food security,
improve nutrition and strengthen
resilience. Since 1978, we have
provided US$23.2 billion in grants
and low-interest loans to projects
that have reached an estimated
518 million people. IFAD is an
international financial institution
and a United Nations specialized
agency based in Rome — the
United Nations food and
agriculture hub.
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Denmark commits millions to vulnerable farmers

09 December 2021
©OIFAD/Amadou Keita

Rome, 9 December 2021 — In the
wake of COP26, which featured a
strong call for increased finance to
help the world’s poorest countries
adapt to the impacts of climate
change, Denmark today announced
a contribution of DKK 190 million
(about US$29 million) to the UN’s
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) to assist small-
scale farmers to cope with
unpredictable weather.

Denmark, through its Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, will provide the funds
to IFAD’s Enhanced Adaptation for
Smallholder Agriculture Programme
(ASAP+). Launched in January,
ASAP+ aims to be the largest fund
dedicated to channelling climate
finance to small-scale producers to
help them adapt to climate change
and combat hunger and malnutrition.
"While COP26 stressed the
importance of climate adaptation, it
also showed that a huge financing gap
remains and needs to be urgently
closed if we want to avoid a
continued rise in hunger and poverty
in the most vulnerable rural
communities," said Gilbert F.
Houngbo, President of IFAD. "We
thank Denmark for stepping up its
commitment to help some of the
world’s most vulnerable people to
adapt to the impacts of climate
change. This is vital to sustainably

address hunger
and poverty, to
stabilize rural
economic
livelihoods and
to help avoid
». future food
}: \:Ecrises and the
" conflicts,
" instability and
'-. . migration that
they often
trigger."
Small scale farmers who produce
about a third of the world’s food,

decrease by as much as 80

Angola, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Rwanda,
Uganda, Zambia and,
imbabwe due to climate
hange, resulting in increged
e and poverty.

bear the brunt of climate change.
Increasing temperatures, erratic
rainfall, rising sea levels and extreme
events such as floods, droughts,
landslides, typhoons and heat waves,
decimate crops and kill livestock
pushing millions into poverty and
hunger.

Research supported by IFAD shows
that the yields of staple crops such
maize could decrease by as much as
80 percent by 2050 in parts of
Angola, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe due to
climate change, resulting in increased
hunger and poverty. Without timely
investments in adaptation, climate
change could push more than 140
million people to migrate by 2050.
The contribution is part of the Danish
programme Climate Change,

percent by 2050 in parts of

Conflict, Displacement and
Irregular Migration Programme in
the Sahel 2021-2024 (CCDMP).
The programme aims to increase the
resilience of vulnerable populations
to the impacts of climate change by
building their adaptive capacities, as
well as those of national and regional
partners, and to address the root
causes of fragility which can lead to
conflict, forced displacement and
irregular migration.

IFAD aims to mobilize $500 million
for ASAP+, to invest in building the
resilience of 10 million rural people
to cope with the impacts of climate
change, sequestering over 100
million tons of carbon dioxide
equivalents and bringing more than
four million hectares of land under
climate-resilient practices. ASAP+
focuses on low-income countries
that face the greatest challenges in
terms of food insecurity and rural
poverty as a consequence of
climate change.

IFAD has already committed $300
million in climate funding since 2012
assisting more than 6 million small-
scale farmers in 41 countries to
adapt to the effects of climate
change with investments in climate-
smart agriculture and nature-based
solutions, improvements to rural
infrastructure (such as small-scale
irrigation and rainwater harvesting
systems) and climate information
systems.

Denmark and IFAD have a
decades-old partnership, with more
than $157 million provided by the
Nordic nation to the Fund since
1978. Denmark is the second
highest donor of IFAD’s
supplementary funding with a
specific focus on youth employment,
micro credit and inclusive finance in
agricultural value chains, which
contribute substantially to building
the resilience of millions of rural
people.
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Afghanistan: World Food Programme

WFP needs to reach 23 million
people with food assistance as
conflict, poverty and an
economic crisis put lives at risk
3 December 2021, Peyvand
Khorsandi

Afghanistan

Women at a nutrition clinic in
Faizabad. Photo: WFP/Shelley
Thakral

The World
Programme (WFP) is in a "race
against time" to avert a humanitarian
catastrophe in Afghanistan, its
executive director David Beasley
has warned.

A total 22.8 million people, more
than half the population, face acute
hunger as temperatures plummet
below zero.

"What’s happening in Afghanistan is
just horrific," said Beasley, who
has just visited. "Imet families with
no jobs, no cash and no food,
mothers who sold one child to feed
another, and the lucky children who
made it to the hospital. The world
cannot turn its back as the Afghan
people starve."

Food

Street vendors in a second-hand
clothes market in Afghanistan. Photo:
WEFP/Alessio Romenzi

With more than 682,000 people
displaced by drought, the economic
crisis and conflict, WFP is calling for
US$2.6 billion in 2022 to provide
life-saving support and work towards
long-term resilience.

In addition to food assistance, cash
grants from WFP
empower people
to buy food,
complementing
its efforts to
boost the
I resilience of
~ communities
through activities
such as providing
training in
agricultural
techniques and
irrigation
projects.
Humanitarian
needs  have
tripled, according
to the
organization,
whose fleet of
170 trucks criss-
cross the country, delivering nutritious
food to remote villages and urban
areas alike.

WEFP's David Beasley speaks to staft
in the paediatric ward of a hospital in
Kandahar in November. Photo:
WEFP/Alessio Romenzi

As the harsh winter sets in, WFP
plans to reach 23 million people
through January —more than halfthe
population. Its work is dependent on
sufficient funding, however. This year,
WFEFP has served 15 million people,
including breastfeeding women and
children aged under 5.

"The face of hunger is changing here,"
said Shelley Thakral, WFP’s head of
communications in the country.
"People in cities are now suffering

food insecurity at similar rates to
rural communities."

"They have lost their incomes, there
are no jobs, food prices have
increased, in some cases the drought
and conflict have forced people to
leave their homes. In some of the
districts in the northeast of the
country, the water levels are
dangerously low."

A food distribution point in Mazar-
i-Sharif. Photo: WFP/Julian Frank
"About 70 percent of Afghanistan’s
population live in rural areas, and 85
percent derive income from
agriculture," said Thakral. "This
means that climate shocks such as
drought, flooding and landslides
have an outsized effect on families
and the national economy. Then
there’s challenges like deforestation,
overgrazing and increasing water
scarcity as glaciers retreat."
Mary-Ellen McGroarty, WFP’s
Country Director for Afghanistan,
has implored the international
community to respond to what she
calls a'tsunami of hunger'.

Prices of staples such has breads
have shot up in recent months.
Photo: WFP/Shelley Thakral

"We need to separate the
humanitarian imperative from the
political discussions," she said. "The
innocent people of Afghanistan, the
children...who have their lives
upended through no fault of their
own, cannot be condemned to
hunger and starvation just because
of the lottery of geopolitics and the
lottery of birth."

WFP’s Head of emergencies,
Margot van der Velden, echoed her
concerns: "Sanctions are impeding
us from operating, because the
sanctions are indicating that we are
not allowed to operate with the de
facto government." Prior to August
and the handover to the Taliban,
conflict had displaced more than
600,000 people.

ELI
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Above and below: Workers load
food on to trucks in xxxx. Photo:
WEFP/Shelley Thakral
Since then, the economy has been in
freefall — the availability of cash is
severely limited as the country is
frozen out of the international
banking system. The economic crisis
has created a new class of hungry.
For the first time, urban residents are
suffering from food insecurity at
similar rates to rural communities,
with the latter ravaged by drought
twice in the past three years.
A WFP convoy travelling through
Balkh Province in November. Photo:
WEFP/Julian Frank
"This is manifesting in almost 23
million people unable to get a decent
plate of food every single day," said
McGroarty. "Many of the people I
have met, right across the country,
tell me they are terrified for the
winter, because as food prices have
gone up, as fuel prices have gone up
and as jobs have disappeared, they
don’tknow how they’re going to get
through.
Women at a market in Mazar-i-
Sharif where people go to sell their
belongings. Photo: WFP video still
"WEFP is here on the ground, scaling
up our operations. I have an
incredible team behind me who are
reaching the most remote parts of
Afghanistan to deliver food before
the snow comes and blocks off these
communities."
Shelley Thakral, who has just
returned from a visit to Faizabad,
added that amid the extreme cold,
"there is no money for families to buy
firewood. As we sat with a group of
20 women in asmall village, a former
teacher told me she has sold most of
her household items and utensils."
Numerous women she met shared
their phones numbers with her in a
desperate appeal for help. One told
her: "I want to die. I am in pain, I
have no money to eat, [haven’t eaten
in two days and I have no money to
pay my rent."

Effective micro-organisms

10 November 2021

©IFAD/GMB Akash

Every morning, Mrs Leng wakes
early to cook breakfast for her family
of nine. After dispatching the four
younger children to school, she
begins work in her vegetable garden.
Once she’s gathered the day’s
produce, it’s off to the market to sell
it. Finally, she returns in the evening
to pick some more vegetables for
the evening meal.

Although Mrs Leng comes from a
farming family, she hadn’t always

invested, she drained her savings on
chemical fertilizers.

At first the chemicals seemed to
work. The vegetables flourished. But
gradually, she noticed that the soil
was getting harder still, water would
not drain, and the vegetables
developed a strange bitter taste.
Then, in 2015, the IFAD-
supported FNML project arrived in
Taloung-Lalao, bringing with it a
unique approach: effective micro-
organisms (EM), specially cultivated

worked with vegetables. Her parent
had exclusively cultivated upland rice,
just like most other families in her
village of Taloung-Lalao, in southern
Lao’s Salavanh province. After she
married, she settled into a similar life:
her husband grew upland rice, too,
and worked as a labourer in the off-
seasons. But, because they were
dependent on a single crop for
sustenance, her family —just like the
others — faced food shortages for 3—
4 months of each year.

In 2010, Mrs Leng started a
vegetable garden, measuring 60
square metres. She hoped the family
could save what they spent on buying
fresh produce from the market and
be assured of a varied and nutritious
diet.

But few vegetables flourished in the
hard, red soil. Desperate not to lose
the inputs and effort she had already

bacteria that could condition the soil
and manage pests.

Farmers begin by combing the EM
mixture (provided by the project)
with fixed proportions of sugar,
molasses and chopped-up vegetable
waste. The mixture is sealed and
stored, and the bacteria get to work,
turning it into a rich, soupy compost.
Once ready, the mixture is diluted and
applied to vegetables or other crops.
This activates the natural micro-
organisms in the soil, conditioning it
so other beneficial creatures, such as
earthworms, can flourish. It also
counts as a nature-based solution: a
holistic approach to improving local
conditions that promotes the well-
being of people and the environment.
Through a combination of trainings
on her farm, visits to other sites, and
connecting with other farmers,
continue...... 29 page
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Growing peace to break the vicious circle

Marking the anniversary of the
World Food Programme being
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize,
staff in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Yemen, the Central
Sahel and Sudan share their
thoughts

10 December 2021, WFP Staff
Democratic Republic of the
Congo Yemen Sudan Burkina
Faso Mali

here conflict has beek
ongoing for the past 25 years,
the names of the militias have
in many cases changed but the
viodus operandi remains the

y target vulnerable

DRC: A farmer participating in
WFP-backed resilience-building
project tends to her crops in central
Kasai Central province. Photo:
WFP/(@Castofas

"Looking into 2022, funding our
operations in the world’s conflict
hotspots will be critical, or there is
the very real risk that more people
will slip into famine," says Margot van
der Velden, Director of Emergencies
at the World Food Programme.
WEFP recently warned that 45 million
people are teetering on the very edge
of famine in 43 countries, with the
slightest shock likely to push them
over the precipice. Globally, up to
811 million people are chronically
hungry, with 283 million acutely food
insecure.

"We have to make sure that we have
the ability to go and reach the

people, and that we're not getting
stopped and that we're not getting
into an area where there's fighting
going on," says van der Velden. "And
we do that through our humanitarian

principles of impartiality,
independence, neutrality and
humanity."

Supporting those who need us,
wherever they may be: How the
humanitarian principles guide our
work across 80-plus countries
Below, WFP staff in emergency
hotspots explain what peace would
mean for the people they serve
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Helen Vesperini

In 1991, in Rutshuru, North Kivu
province, the fatal shooting by a
soldier of a young woman with a
baby on her back provoked
widespread outrage and revulsion —

the woman’s youth, the baby on her
back, the seemingly gratuitous act.
Thirty years and countless killings
and massacres later, such an incident
would not even be reported on
communityradio. The idea ofa single
killing sparking outrage is laughable.
When the death tolls climb into the
dozens, civil society and local media
express anger. Even when the toll
reaches the hundreds, there is
seldom, if ever, any reaction from
central government.

DRC: A soap-making project in
Kabalo, Tanganyika province, in the
DRC, a country of 105 million
people of whom more than 27 million
do not know where their next meal
will come from. Photo:
WEFP/Arete/Fredrik Lerneryd

In the east of the country, where
conflict has been ongoing for the past
25 years, the names of the militias
have in many cases changed but the
modus operandi remains the same:
target vulnerable civilians with
atrocities. This is what prevents
farmers from accessing their fields in
what is the most fertile region of the
country.

Food insecurity in the DRC is driven
by conflict and the massive, repeated
displacements that it triggers, but also
by inadequate infrastructure that
means produce rots at the side of the
field before it can be taken to
market. In the face of such
challenges to food security, WFP is
at hand working with partners to
provide training initiatives to help
people to become independent over
the long term, from agricultural
techniques and soap-making to
simply raising awareness around
nutrition.

An end to conflict would not be a
panacea for food insecurity in DRC.
It would, however, make addressing
the other issues a whole lot easier.
Yemen

Annabel Symington
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Yemen’s hunger crisis was caused by
war. Peace is its only solution.
Behind this simple formulation is a
difficult reality for millions of Yemeni
families: displacement, rising food
prices, fuel shortages, the
depreciation of the currency, lack of
jobs, the destruction of infrastructure
and basic public services. These are
all contributing to rising levels of
hunger.

The way to stop hunger in Yemen is
to end the war and stabilize the
economy.

Yemen: A WFP-backed nutrition
clinic in Hajjah City. Photo:
WFP/Issa Al-Raghi

Peace would mean families could
once again produce their own food
— something WFP is already
supporting through programmes to
rehabilitate agricultural land,
irrigation systems and roads. Jobs
would return. Peace would also end
restrictions on air and sea imports,
which contribute to shortages of fuel
and food and drive up costs for
Yemenis.

Families who have been displaced
by the conflict —with many of them
forced to move three, four, even five
times — could return home. Over 4
million people are internally displaced
in Yemen because of the war.

Peace and stability would also mean
children could go back to school.
WEFP’s school feeding programme in
Yemen targets areas where the
school dropout rate is the highest due
to the war. The daily snacks the
children receive are vital nutrition for
them, as well as an incentive for
parents to keep sending them to
school. But many children are still
missing out on school, with the
impact of lost years of education
likely to hamper an entire generation
— and the country itself — for years
to come.

Khalwa, a student at a school where
WFP distributes daily snacks to
students, sums up what peace would

mean for Yemen: "The end of war
means the beginning of happiness."
Central Sahel: Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger

Katharina Dirr and Greta
Tumbrink

Security incidents, attacks and
kidnappings are a daily reality for
millions of civilians who are caught
between armed conflict,
intercommunal violence and military
operations.

Land and access to resources are
among the main root causes of
violence, while climate change, rising
costs and the coronavirus pandemic
exacerbate hunger.

Burkina Faso: Kadi, 23, feeds her
malnourished boy at a WFP-
supported health centre in
Nessemtenga, Centre-Nord region
in May. Photo: WFP/Mahamady
Ouedraogo

The Central Sahel is aregion with a
strong agricultural and pastoral
tradition, where most people should
be able to sow, grow, feed
themselves and their communities,
and trade what surplus they have.
In this part of the world, land is the
bank account of many.

Niger: Girls at a school supported
by the World Food Programme in
Dosso, Tillabery, in June.
Photo: WFP/Mariama Ali Souley
Peace would mean farming and
herding communities having access
to land and water that would allow
them to grow food and their
livestock to graze. It would mean
that everyone could build their life
in a sustainable way and feed
themselves.

It would mean people would not
have to flee from their homes,
leaving everything behind, and
already vulnerable communities
would not have to host displaced
people, sharing what little they
have.

Mali: A family in Gao are among
400,000 internally displaced people

across five regions receiving food
vouchers. Photo: WFP/Richard
Mbouet

It would also mean our staff and
partners could access exactly those
people, and do their job without
facing security risks.

Only over the past year we have
reached over 2.5 million people in
more than 2,000 villages across the
five wider Sahel countries (including
Mauritania and Chad).

At the centre of our work are people:
the displaced and host communities
in Burkina Faso coming together to
rehabilitate land; a women’s farmers
group in Mali supplying the local
school canteen; and a teenager in
Niger graduating from school — all
contribute to more prosperous,
peaceful societies.

Sudan

Leni Kin

Darfur and some other parts of the
country continue to be affected by
localized intercommunal clashes.
Recent fighting that broke out in West
Darfur and claimed the lives of at least
88 people last week is just one
example of this.

Sudan: Ethiopian refugees at the
WEFP-supported Um Rakuba camp.
Photo: WFP/Woojung Kim

People in Darfur have been displaced
for more than a decade due to conflict.
For some this has occurred a number
of times. Any outbreak of violence
sends vulnerable people fleeing yet
again, forcing them to start over.
These instances of violence also make
it more difficult and unsafe for aid
agencies, including WFP, to reach
people with the assistance they need.
With no safe way to reach certain
locations following outbreaks of
violence, assistance is delayed.
Peace for the people of Sudan would
mean that efforts can be geared
towards creating livelihood
opportunities for millions of people,
which would help boost local markets
and ultimately stabilize the economy.
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People coalition on food sovereignty

Amid the ongoing COP 26 in
Glasgow, the Global People’s
Summit (GPS) on Food
Systems announced that 566
groups from 78 countries have
endorsed its resulting Declaration
that calls for people’s rights to just,
equitable, healthy, and sustainable
food systems and the end of
corporate monopoly control.

The GPS, the Global South-led
counter-summit to the United
Nations Food Systems Summit
(UNFSS), gathered 45 global
formations,
2 5
regional
groups,
and 496
national
and local

from all
over the world in support of the
Declaration.
The People’s Declaration asserts
the urgent need to radically transform
food systems in confronting global
hunger and the climate crisis
worsened by the COVID-19
pandemic.
"The worsening climate crisis —
highlighted in the 2021 report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) —has been pushing
hundreds of millions to famine and
deprivation. Like many other
environmental crises, the climate
crisis is deeply rooted in the
inherently destructive monopoly
capitalist mode of production,
including in food and agriculture," the
Declaration said.
It also criticizes the recently
concluded UNFSS for promoting
the corporate-led transformation of
food systems.
According to the People’s
Coalition on Food Sovereignty
(PCFS), one of the initiating
organizations of the GPS, the

UNFSS and COP 26 share the
same thrust to invest/fund the
greenwashed techno-fixes and
"solutions" of corporations toward
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals by the 2030
target.

"This is no coincidence. Both the
UNFSS and COP 26 carry the
same narrative: that we cannot
survive the many crises we currently
face without corporations, despite
their blatant and pervasive damages
to the people and our planet," said
PCFS global co-chairperson Sylvia
Mallari.

Malcolm Guy of the International
League of Peoples’ Struggle
(ILPS), which is also part of the
GPS organizing committee, said the
push for the financing of neoliberal
reforms in the pretense of climate
emergency proves that imperialist
actors are exploiting the concerning
global situation to preserve their
power and profit.

The Vice Chair External of the ILPS
also pointed out that grassroots and
marginalized groups have been
sidelined in the corporate-
dominated COP 26. "The
‘inclusivity’ touted by COP 26 and
UNEFSS is in essence a meaningless
buzzword. That is why they are out
in the streets and involved in
grassroots struggles where their
voice can truly be heard and real
change fought for." Guy said.

"We will not rely on
intergovernmental platforms and
proceedings to end our hunger for
change. People-led actions can
effectively deal with the global
hunger situation and climate crisis,
and we have our Action Plans from
the GPS to make it happen," said
Mallari.

These Action Plans "represent [the
people’s] concrete and particular
demands and campaigns along the
‘four pillars’ of food systems

transformation," as described by the
Declaration. The pillars are (1) Food
sovereignty and democracy at the
core of food and agricultural policies;
(2) Agroecology and sustainability in
production, distribution, and
consumption; (3) People’s right to
land, production, and resources; and
(4) People’s right to adequate, safe,
nutritious, and culturally-appropriate
food.

"We shall continue our struggle for
just, equitable, healthy, sustainable,
and diverse food systems as we
mobilize for COP 26. PCFS invites
everyone to take part in
today’s Global Day of Action for
Climate Justice," Mallari said.
The global action is led by the ILPS
and the Southern Peoples’ Action
on COP 26, of which PCFS is a
member.

Aside from COP 26, the organizers
of the GPS will be submitting the
Declaration to relevant international
bodies and intergovernmental
platforms including the UN through
secretary-general Antonio Guterres
and its special rapporteurs including
UNSR on the right to food Michael
Fakhri.

The GPS is co-organized by 22
regional and international
organizations:

- People’s Coalition on Food
Sovereignty (PCFS)

- PAN Asia Pacific (PANAP)

- Asian Peasant Coalition (APC)

- Arab Group for the Protection of
Nature (APN)

- Arab People for Food Sovereignty
(ANFS)

- Eastern and Southern Africa Small-
scale Farmers Forum (ESAFF)

- Indigenous Peoples’ Movement for
Self-Determination and Liberation
(IPMSDL)

- Coalition of Agricultural Workers
International (CAWI)

- Asian Rural Women’s Coalition
(ARWC) along with 560 organization.
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