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-Physical test - Weight (515 gm)
-Chemical Test -Fat (3%), SNF
(8%)

-Microbiology test - coli-form
-Observation
-Physical/chemical Test : 1027
(upto3rd TM, 2078)
-Microbiological test: 76 sample
(upto3rd TM, 2078)

-Result

-Weight: 31% substandard
-Fat: 59.89 % Substandard
-SNF: 62.78 % substandard
-Microbiological: 2.63 % (2
sample +ve)
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Armenia: Solar power from WFP
fires up trade for women baker

Armenia: Solar power from WFP
fires up trade for women bakers
How World Food Programme
support helped one woman
establish a bakery that supports
acommunity

28 April 2022, Gohar Sargsyan

A baker in Kogh preparing the
bread.

Although it is difficult for women
in rural areas in Armenia to start
and run their own businesses, a
62-year-old woman in a small
village sets an example for many
women looking for new horizons,
thanks to World Food Programme
support in renovating her bakery.
Greta Barseghyan, an owner of a
bakery in Tavush region of
Armenia, established her business
around 15 years ago in a small
village named Koghb.

For Greta, baking has always been
a passion. Even though she holds
a university degree in economics,
she enjoys baking more and
cannotimagine herself anywhere
else. When she worked as an
economist, she used to bake and
decorate cakes in her free time
and sell them to the neighbours.
She discovered her path and
turned her side hobby into a small
business with time.

he solar panels installed on the
roof of the bakery, thanks to
WFP's support. Photo credit:
WFP/Vahan Arakelyan

"When | first started, | opened a
very small bakery where we used
to bake bread. With time, my
business transformed into
something else, now we do cakes
and pastry as well," says Greta,
adding that the bakery has around
20 employees, the majority of
whom are women.

As an owner of a small business,
Greta faced a lot of difficulties
and challenges throughout the
years. She remembers that when

she first found the bakery, they
had major issues in terms of the
water supply and the overall
conditions of the building.

"We had to bring water in buckets
from the nearest military unit as
we had a huge water shortage.
The building had terrible
conditions as well. These were
tough times, but together with my

team, we overcame all the
challenges."

Since people in rural areas are
more socially vulnerable and have
low income, one of the main
challenges for entrepreneurs to
run a successful business is to
make sufficient sales to keep the
business growing and ensure its
profitability.

"In our village, people do not have
enough purchasing power and
due to low sales, we couldn't
make savings and renovate our
kitchen or purchase new
equipment,” says Greta.

Greta  Barseghyan  bakes
wholegrain wheat bread and
bakery products. Photo:
WFP/Vahan Arakelyan

Thanks to WFP's support, now
they have a newly renovated area
where the bakers are more excited

to work. Besides, renovating the
bakery and providing solar panels
that allow the bakery to make
significant  savings. WFP
supported Greta's bakery to
produce wholegrain bread and
bakery products and helped to link
them to market while providing
necessary knowledge and skills
through training sessions.
"Before the
renovation,
t h e
conditions in
our bakery
W e r e
extremely
poor. Our
~ floors were
just covered
w i t h
linoleum, the
walls were
falling apart,
and the
equipment
was very old
and barely
operating," says Greta.

"There is always something to do,
thereis always work that you can
do. You only need to have a will
and dedication to succeed in
something. If something goes
wrong, you should not focus on
the negative rather change your
mindset to positive sides and
opportunities. It is important to
keep pushing forward and never
give up," she says

"There is always something to do,
thereis always work that you can
do. You only need to have a will
and dedication to succeed in
something. If something goes
wrong, you should not focus on
the negative rather change your
mindset to positive sides and
opportunities. It is important to
keep pushing forward and never
give up," says Greta.
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Five ways climate change is intensifying
the threats to plant health

The spread of plant diseases and
pestsison the rise due to a changing
climate

Plants are responsible for 98 percent
of the oxygen we breathe and make
up 80 percent of our daily calorie
intake. Starting this year, 12 May is
dedicated as the International Day of
Plant Health, an opportunity to toraise
awareness of the need for action to
keep our plants safe.

12/05/2022

Plants are humans' best friends and
main allies in life on earth. Plants are
responsible for 98 percent of the
oxygen we breathe and make up 80
percent of our daily calorie intake.

However, we often take them for
granted, not realizing theimportance
of keeping them healthy.

Every year up to 40 percent of food
crops is lost to plant pests and
diseases. These losses in both yields
andincome have a devastating effect
on the poorest communities who
base their livelihoods on agriculture.
Plant pests and diseases know no
boundaries. In a highly globalized and
interconnected world, it is not
surprising that these can travel and

colonize new areas. Climate change
is exacerbating this spread, creating
favourable conditions for these pests
and the survival of specific plant
diseases in new areas. For example,
climate change has already had a
hand in expanding the host range or
distribution of pests such as the red
palm weevil, Fall armyworm, fruit fly,
desert locust and emerald ash borer.
An increase in pests poses a
significant threat to the environment
because pests, particularly invasive
ones, can cause a major loss in
biodiversity. Plant diseases are
equally devastating, wreaking havoc
on harvests and slashing incomes for

farmers.

So, what are the some of the most
invasive plant diseases and how is
climate change contributing to their

spread?
Here are just five increasingly
dangerous plant diseases

threatening plant health:

1) Potato late blight

Late blight is a disease that attacks
potatoesand tomatoes and is caused
bythe fungus Phytophthorainfestans.
In tomatoes, the disease causes

lesions on leaves, petioles and stems,
while potato tubers develop arot up
to 15 millimetres deep. The fungus
has a great ability to adapt to
changing conditions, preferringwarm
and wet seasons. Climate change is
creating favourable conditions for this
fungus at different times and places
than before. For example, in Egypt,
increasingly warm and wet weather
is promoting potato late blight
epidemics, allowing the pathogen to
accumulate earlier in the growing
season.

2) Coffee leaf rust

This fungal disease, also known as
Hemileia vastatrix, affects the leaves
of the coffee plant. It begins to show
up as yellow spotsand thenturnsinto
a yellow-orange powder that easily
spreads to other coffee plants. Coffee
leaf rust is one of the biggest
challenges for global coffee
production because the disease is
able to adapt to different climates.
Global warming seems to help to
reduce the incubation period of the
pathogen, meaning that more
generations of the pathogen can
develop in a growing season.
Climate change is exacerbating the
spread of plant pests like Fall
armyworm (left/top) and diseases like
Xylella fastidiosa (right/bottom).
Left/top:

3) Banana Fusarium wilt

This is a lethal fungal disease caused
by the soil-borne fungus, Fusarium
oxysporum TR4. Entering the banana
plant through the roots, the fungus
blocks the flow of water and nutrients
to the plant cells, gradually
devastating the leaves. Eventually,
this disease leads to the death of the
plant. High temperatures as well as
extreme environmental events such
as cyclones, both common impacts
of climate change, can increase the
risk of banana Fusarium wilt.

4) Xylella fastidiosa

Xylella fastidiosa is a bacterium
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transmitted by several species of
sap-sucking insects, like
leafhoppers, infecting several
economically important crops, such
as grapevines, citrus, olive, almond,
peach and coffee, and in
ornamental and forestry plants. The
bacterium blocks the host's ability
to absorb water, ultimately causing
an internal drought. Xylella is
prevalent primarily in the Americas,
southern Europe and the Near East,
but has the potential to expand
beyond its current distribution. The
increase in insect vector
populations could lead to the
severe distribution of this disease.
5) Grape downy mildew
Triggered by the Plasmopara
viticola fungus, downy mildew is an
extremely serious fungal disease of
grapes that can cause heavy losses
in crops. The pathogen attacks
green parts of the vine, especially
the leaves, causing angular,
yellowish, sometimes oily lesions
between the veins. Increased air
temperatures favour the onset of
the disease. The risk of severe
grape downy mildew outbreaks
increases as climate change alters
temperatures in many regions.
Once established, plant pests and
diseases are difficult to eradicate.
Prevention is the most effective
solution.

Once established, plant pests and
diseases are difficult to eradicate
and doing so requires a great deal
of money and time. That is why
adopting preventive strategies is
the most effective solution. To raise
awareness of the importance of
plant health and protection, FAO
and the International Plant
Protection Convention (IPPC)
Secretariat have published the
Scientific review of the impact of
climate change on plant pests. 12
May as the International Day of
Plant Health. Itis an opportunity to
understand the importance of plant
health and disease prevention and
to raise awareness of the need for
action.

Seed biodiversity is life
of our insurance

Thousands of plant species and
varieties that fed our ancestors
are already extinct, and we are
losing more every day. Diversity
is our food's life insurance.
17/05/2022

Humans rely on a shockingly low
number of plants for the majority

of our daily calories. In fact, of the
thousands of fruit and vegetable
species cultivated for food, fewer
than 200 make up a substantial
part of food produced globally.
But what if climate change,
invasive species, pollution, city
sprawl! or overuse of land cause
these species to weaken, lowering
their ability to produce or survive
into the future?

Thousands of plant species and
varieties that fed our ancestors
are already extinct, and we are
losing more every day. Diversity
is our food's life insurance. It is
crop biodiversity that keeps our
food systems strong and resilient
against these real and menacing
threats.

Indigenous and local communities
around the world are the major
conservationists of
agrobiodiversity. They have deep,
traditional knowledge of different
crop varieties and how to farm

them. Yet, these communities
themselves are often vulnerable,
living in areas particularly exposed
to climate change or subject to
degraded resources. The Benefit-
sharing Fund , established

through the FAO International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources

for Food and Agriculture, supports
these farmers in developing
countries to safeguard and use
plant genetic diversity for food

security and help these
communities cope with climate
change. The collaboration is also
a vital way of preserving
indigenous knowledge and
promoting access and exchange
of resilient crop varieties, adapted
to their needs.

Here are five examples of ongoing
Benefit-sharing Fund projects and
the importance of seed
biodiversity.

1. Protecting native crop varieties
in Ecuador

In the district of Cotacachi in the
Ecuadorian Andes, family farming,
mostly led by women, is the main
source of food and income. The
area is a microcenter of
agricultural diversity due to its
traditional crops adapted to the

R
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Andean high altitudes, and it was
recently designated as an FAO
Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System. Despite the wide
availability of natural resources, the
45 indigenous communities in this
area are contending with climate
change and land degradation,
deteriorating the availability of
native crops. Through the Union of
Farmer and Indigenous
Organizations of Cotacachi, the
Benefit-sharing project is working
with these communities to address
the loss of local crop diversity and
identify varieties that are adapted
to climate change.

Two bio-knowledge centres are
being established to facilitate
access to locally adapted seeds,
and 30 farmers are being trained
as seed producers. The project is
benefitting more than 1 500 farmers
and reintroducing native and better-
adapted plant species for
household consumption and
commercialization.

In Ecuador, two bio-knowledge
centres are facilitating access to
locally adapted seeds.

2. Developing drought and disease-
resistant cowpea varieties in Ghana
The cowpea, recognized for its
nutritional benefits and ability to
grow in sandy, semi-arid soils, is an
essential crop for the communities
living in the coastal savannahs of
Ghana. It is an affordable, protein-
rich food relied on by over 70
percent of the country's population.
However, the parasitic witchweed
(Striga gesnerioides) is severely
threatening its production, leading
to 80-100 percent of yield losses.
Through the University of Cape
Coast, the Benefit-sharing Fund
carried out a detailed assessment
of different types of cowpea that
led to the development, registration
and release of seven new drought-
tolerant, striga-resistant cowpea
varieties. In an approach that
brought together researchers,
scientists, farmers, breeders,
technicians, producers and

governmental officials, these
varieties are now being cultivated
and consumed by over 1 000
farmers and their families with an
average increase in income of 45
percent.

3. Uncovering resilient taro species
in Malaysia

Taro is a root vegetable that has
been used widely for food, fodder
and medicinal purposes throughout
Africa, South Asia and Oceania for
thousands of years. Changing
climatic conditions and disease
have threatened the production of
taro, but FAQO's Benefit-sharing
project is working with farmers,
through the Malaysia Agriculture
Research and Development
Institute, to strengthen the
conservation and documentation of
resilient taro varieties in Malaysia
and other countries in Southeast
Asia.

The project is establishing model
farms and 20 Farmer Field Schools
to test these new varieties. Five
community seed banks are also
being established so the farmers
can guarantee their seeds are
protected and can be shared with
neighbouring communities.

200 small-scale taro farmers are
involved in the project and will
receive training on practices and
technologies to process, store,
transport and market thisimportant
crop.

The Benefit-sharing Fund has
helped communities identify local
rice varieties that are high-yielding
while also being tolerant to drought
and excess water.

4. Reinstating local rice varieties
in Mali

Rice and millet are staples of the
Malian diet, but with 80 percent of
rainfed rice cultivation seriously
affected by drought, yields have
drastically reduced.

The Benefit-sharing Fund has been
working with local producers and
communities in 69 villages through
the Institut d'Economie Rurale to
preserve 266 local rice varieties and

identify which species will give
maximum output while tolerating
drought and excessive water
submersion. Farmers are being
given greater access to these
varieties, and these seeds were
also recently sent to the Svalbard
Global Seed Vault, a secure
seedbank in the Norwegian arctic
that acts as a failsafe for seed
biodiversity in the case of damage
or loss of national or international
seed collections.

5. Improving local varieties of
wheat and barley in Morocco
Durum wheat and barley are among
the staples in Morocco, Tunisia and
Algeria, but these countries have
come to rely on imports as their
own crops have become
increasingly affected by climate
change, pests and disease. High
temperatures and drought have
led to a build-up of salinity in the
soil and groundwater, making it
difficult for certain plant species
to survive.

Through ICARDA - Science for
Resilient Livelihoods in Dry Areas
and local partners, researchers
and scientists have succeeded in
producing disease-free, climate
resilient plants and rapidly
multiplying rare plant genotypes
through in vitro culture
techniques. In these three
countries, the results are being
disseminated between national
breeding programmes and are
already helping hundreds of
farming communities and the
wider population.

On the International Day for
Biological Diversity, 22 May 2022,
the International Plant Treaty is
launching a Call for Proposals for
the fifth funding cycle of the
Benefit-sharing Fund. The Call is
open to a consortium of farmers,
researchers and others that will
be working on innovations to
enhance crop diversity
management in farmers' fields
and local value chains.
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InEl Salvador, sustainable school feeding

Children across El Salvadorarelearning
what it means to have a healthy diet
thanks to the Sustainable Schools
methodology, developed as part of a
South-South and Triangular
Cooperationinitiative.

2803/2022

A few years ago, Vanesa Carcamo's
school canteen sold only drinks full of
sugar, sandwiches filled with
saturated fats and snacks high in salt
and low in nutrients. She, like all the
students, at the Cantén San Isidro
school in Izalco, El Salvador didn't see
the problem with this - after all, the
food tasted good! What they didn't
realize, however, was how bad it was
fortheir health and future.

"Before, we didn't have a healthy diet,
focused on nutrition," recalls 17-year-
oldVanesa. "We didn'tunderstand the
effect of food on our bodies, and we
didn'tknow that junk food was bad for
usand our health."

Now it's a different story. The school
canteen serves all the students, aged
410 18, healthy, nutritious meals made
with local produce, such vegetables
andfruits. Some oftheingredientseven
come from the school garden, which
is tended to and harvested by school
students. The biggest change of all is

programmes improve

chool
o selected studentsXo
pecome ambassadors o
healthy eating habits, as part
of the school's 'Youth
Facilitators on Nutrition and
Food Security initiative' to
help spread the word amopg

that students are aware of the
difference between healthy and non-
healthy foods and make the effort to
maintain a nutritious diet. So, what
caused this change?

Nutrition education

In 2014 things first began to change
for Vanesa and the other 1 500
students of the Cantdn San Isidro
school, when it started receiving the
support of FAO and the FAO-Brazil
Cooperation. This partnership, in the
framework of South-South and
Triangular Cooperation, developed the
Sustainable Schools methodology in
Latin America and Caribbean.

Noting that in El Salvador, 38 percent
of first graders are overweight or
obese, Diego Recalde, FAO
Representative in the country, explains

eating habits

theimportance of sustainable schools,
"In El Salvador we have been working
alongside the FAO-Brazil Cooperation
and the Ministry of Education to
strengthen the school feeding
programmes by training teachersand
students and by providing technical
assistance for policy formulation
(School Feeding Law)," he says.

The initiative aims to encourage the
participation of local communities,
educate students on food and
nutrition, offer healthy menus, use
school gardens as teaching tools and
procure ingredients from local family
farmers.

The Cantdn San Isidro school also
selected students to become
ambassadors of healthy eating
habits, as part of the school's
'Youth Facilitators on Nutrition and
Food Security initiative' to help
spread the word among the
classmates. In addition, the school
garden became a live classroom
for hands-on learning, capturing
the attention of students, parents
and teachers.

Vanesa confirms, "It is very
important to have these topics of
school feeding and nutritionin the
curriculum. We are clear about
what we should and should not eat
daily and this is knowledge for
life," she says. "If this project had
not come, | would never have
started eating healthily."

The school gardens have quickly
become a favourite pastime for
both students and parents.

A healthy community

The school's director, Manuel
Guerrero, is vocal about the
difference these changes have
made to his students' health. His
school has become a role model
for good practices in food and
nutrition and a reference at the
national level showing the benefits
of the Sustainable Schools
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methodology.

"Our students have changed their
attitude towards food. They have
learned to distinguish between
good and bad nutrition," he says,
adding that it has allowed them
to choose the kind of food they
eat not only at school but at home
with their families too. Some
parents also help take care of the
school gardens, getting the entire
family involved in forming healthy
habits.

Thanks to the school garden
initiative, there is "better
attendance of children, greater
participation of families and more
interest from students," Manuel
says.

But the changes did not stay only
in the school environment, as
Vanesa explains, "l have shared
much of the knowledge | learned
with my family, and | am proud of
that." In fact, using the skills she
learned in the school garden,
Vanesa has created one at home
too. "We have made a garden at
home now and our diet has
changed a lot. The garden is vital
for us, and this is what | love the
most. We eat a lot of vegetables
that we grow ourselves."

A healthy local economy

One big part of the Sustainable
Schools initiative is to encourage
the schools to purchase fresh
produce from local family
farmers.

Anyone can then put themselves
forward as a supplier, including
local parents, farming
associations and cooperatives.
Direct purchases from family
farmers  promotes local
development and generates a
market for small producers.

For Vanesa, the knowledge she
gained through the Sustainable
Schools initiative has helped her
form good habits for life.

There are now 450 Sustainable
Schools in El Salvador and Vanesa
isone of 148 066 students to have

capacity developmen
strategy. This strategy is
expected to be the
roadmap for the
different actors in the
country to join efforts in
a coherent and
coordinated manner for
better food educatio
all Salvadoran scho0l

chi

benefited from this initiative. As
a South-South and Triangular
Cooperation initiative, the
Sustainable Schools methodology
was developed by the FAO-Brazil
Cooperation, through the project,
Consolidation of School Feeding
in Latin America and the
Caribbean. It is implemented by
FAO, the Brazilian Cooperation
Agency and the National Fund for
Educational Development.

According to Najla Veloso, the
project's coordinator, the
implementation of the
methodology has enhanced the
national policy of school feeding

and has improved "the education
and health of children in more
than 23 000 schools in 13
countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean, offering better
learning conditions, longer
permanence in schools and
guaranteeing the Human Right to
Adequate Food for 1.6 million
students."

In 2020, FAO supported a national
process to analyze the strengths
and challenges for food education
in schools to be carried out
effectively. The action brought
together more than 50
representatives of government
institutions, educators and
parents, who validated a national
capacity development strategy.
This strategy is expected to be the
roadmap for the different actors
in the country to join efforts in a
coherent and coordinated manner
for better food education for all
Salvadoran school children.
Schools aren't just a place for
learning academic subjects but
for life skills too. They are a
perfect place to promote
education on nutritious diets, food
security and health, helping set
children up for life.
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Local food for healthy locals
A culinary competition

0504/2022

Hospitality is deeply rooted in
Oman. Throughout history, visitors
to an Omani home would be
greeted with a warm welcome and
offers of dates and coffee - a
tradition that still holds to this day.
This cultural heritage has allowed
the Sultanate to build a thriving
tourism sector. However, such
success has come at a price. Local
food production has struggled over
the years to keep up with rising
demand, prompting the hospitality
sector to rely onimports.
Although contributions from the
agricultural and fisheries sectors to
the Omani economy have more
than doubled during the past
decade, competition fromimported
food products has added to the
existing challenges facing the
farming sector, which constitutes
the main source of livelihoods for
many communities in the Sultanate.

Master Chef :

One such project is the Oman Chef
Competition, which has been held
yearly since 2013 to celebrate the
country's culinary talents. The
theme of the latest edition (held in
December 2021) was "Think local,
buy local, eat local." FAO joined
forces with the Oman Tourism
Development Company (better
known as OMRAN), Oman Tourism
College and Celebrate Oman Co. to
encourage local food production
and consumption as part of FAQ's
Better Nutrition initiative.

A total of 89 professional sous-
chefs employed by hotels across
the country were tasked with
preparing gourmet dishes using
only local food products. Thirty
percent of these contestants were
women, a notable increase
compared to previous years.

Issa Al Balushi, one of the judges
presiding over the competition,

remarked: "It was a great chance for
the competing chefs to work withand
experience local products from
Oman, which I hope will play a larger
rolein similar future initiatives in the
Sultanate."

One of the competition's entries was
pan-seared chicken breast with

as butter, vegetables and mixed
spices, were procured from a group
of women farmers in the northern
and southern Al Batinah

governorates of the Sultanate.
Needless to say, the competition
dispelled any concerns that Oman
does not produce a broad enough
variety of food products.

mashed potatoes and grilled spring
vegetables (tomatoes, carrots,
zucchini and eggplant).

Nearly half of the ingredients that are
required for this relatively
straightforward dish would normally
come from abroad. For instance, the
chicken, the seasoning, eggplant and
potatoes, all of which are usually
imported from countries across the
region, were replaced with products
from local farmers.

Another entry involved pan-seared
fish with lime butter sauce, broccoli
puree and sautéed mushrooms. Fish
from the Indian Ocean isa common
staple among the country's coastal
communities and features largely in
Omani cuisine. This particular dish
replaced the normally imported
butter and onions with equivalents
supplied by local farmers. As amatter
of fact, some of the products, such

"This competition proves that all
ingredients that we need to cook
meals, whether they be for everyday
sustenance or a competition, canbe
sourced locally," said Mohamed
Shamis Al Rawahi, one of the lead
organizers of the event. "The more
we purchase local food products,
the more they'll be produced, and
hopefully be able to compete with -
and eventually substitute - our
reliance on imported goods," he
said.

The competition helped dispel
concerns that Oman does not
produce a broad enough variety of
food products and thatimports are
the only option. ©Oman Tourism
College

Connecting farmers and buyers
FAO also assisted with the
organization of a farmers' market
designed to showcase some of the

R
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IFAD Regional Director of Asia and
the Pacitic visits Bangladesh

20 May 2022
Newly appointed IFAD Regional
Director, Reehana Rifat Raza
(centre), and delegates from Rome,
meet with project participants in
the Jashore district.
Dhaka, 20 May 2022 - Reehana
Rifat Raza, the Regional Director
of the Asia and Pacific Division at
the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
. & B TH

was on mission to Bangladesh this
week - her first official visit to the
region since she took up
appointment on 9 May 2022.

The purpose of the visit was to
meet with government
counterparts, key development
partners, the IFAD team in
Bangladesh and to visit ongoing
projects in the field.

In Dhaka, the IFAD delegation met
with Amal Krishna Mandal, the
Additional Secretary and Wing
Chief, Economic Relations Division
of the Ministry of Finance. Raza
took the opportunity to personally
praise the Government of
Bangladesh for pledging USS2
million to IFAD's 2022-2024
replenishment cycle. This is the
highest amount that Bangladesh
has pledged during its 42-year
membership to the fund.

Raza visited activities
implemented under IFAD's

Bangladesh portfolio, which is
composed of eight ongoing
projects with a total investment of
USS$1.25 billion, that includes $475
million of IFAD financing, making
Bangladesh IFAD's second-largest
country programme overall.

"It is a priority for IFAD to invest in
a country like Bangladesh that
seeks to address development
work in key thematic areas such as

8., "

climate change, youth, gender,
food security and nutrition in its
current and future development
goals," said Raza. She also
commended the robust
implementing capacity of national
partners, which has been key to the
success of the large and complex
development portfolio.

Reehana Rifat Raza is an
economist with over 20 years of
experience formulating and
managing innovative economic
research while providing technical
assistance in human development,
governance, and service delivery.
Raza joined IFAD in May 2022 from
the Urban Institute in Washington
D.C., USA. She previously served as
a Senior Economist at The World
Bank and as an adjunct faculty
member at the Elliot School of
International Affairs at George
Washington University.

"Bangladesh has been doing

tremendous work in rural
development, empowering women
and youth, transforming food
systems and building climate
resilience - all key interventions to
achieving the sustainable
development goals. Bangladesh
being the first country visited by
the new Asia and the Pacific
Regional Director clearly shows
the importance of the long-
standing  and successful
partnership between the
Government of Bangladesh and
IFAD," said Arnoud Hameleers,
IFAD Country Director,
Bangladesh.

In a meeting with Mercy Tembon,
World Bank Country Director,
Bangladesh, Raza noted the
ongoing partnership in increasing
smallholders' access to markets
and boosting agricultural
productivity in Bangladesh. She
also underscored the importance
of sector-wide collaborative efforts
to build long-term resilience to
climate change and ensure food
and nutrition security for all.

Raza also met with Edimon Ginting,
Asian Development Bank Country
Director, Bangladesh, to discuss a
new co-financed project that will
build the climate resilience of rural
communities by improving their
capacity to manage small-scale
water resources management.
This initiative builds on the
success of previous project
partnerships.

She saw how their participation
in these activities has enabled
their families to generate more
income and create sustainable
livelihoods.

Raza was joined by IFAD's
Director for the Operational
Policy and Results Division, Nigel
Brett and the Lead Portfolio
Advisor of the Asia and the
Pacific Region, Liam Francis
Chicca.
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Our planet is losing its biodiversity

20 May 2022

Biodiversity refers to the dizzying
variety of life on earth. This diversity
underpinsallthe essential benefits we
get from nature: from clean air to
nutritious food; from our ability to
regulate the climate, to the strategies
we use to build resilience against the
worst effects of climate change.

But over the last 150 years, the earth
has been losing its biodiversity. A
million species of plants and animals
are now at risk of extinction, and
countless ecosystems are near
collapse. This poses an enormous risk
to our food systems, our economies,
our well-being, and the health of our
planet.

That's why we're systematically
integrating biodiversity into IFAD
operations with the help of our new
Biodiversity Strategy. Here are five
ways we're helping small-scale
farmers practice agroecology and
conserve the planet's precious
biodiversity.

1.Promoting agroecology for
biodiverse-friendly food

While agriculture is a major cause of
biodiversity loss, it also holds solutions.
Small-scale farms are already more
biodiverse than larger ones. By using
a set of practices called agroecology,
these farmers produce more while
using less. They enrich their natural
resourcesand enhance biodiversity. It
leads toricher soil, better quality food,
and a more diverse diet.

In India, the APDMP initiative helped
farmers better manage their water
resources and improve the soil and
local plant life by using more diverse,
less water-intensive crop systems.
Over three-quarters of project
households began eating more varied
diets, while vegetable cultivation
during dry seasons increased their
incomes.

Traditional ways of planting trees in
shallow pits that channel water where
it'sneeded, and the addition of organic
matterto conditionthe soil, are helping
hold back desertification in Burkina

Faso.

Mangrove shoots make their way
through the ground. Replanting efforts
like these are crucial for restoring
Senegal's coastline and building
the livelihoods of local villages.
2.Leveraging the symbiotic
relationship between rural people
and their ecosystems

When rural communities conserve
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need to process local fruits and
vegetables and distribute them
worldwide.

3.Getting diverse foods and
agricultural products on the market
Small-scale  farmers and
indigenous peoples tend to grow
more diverse foods than larger-
scale operations, and they often
cultivate neglected and under-
utilized species. If they market
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their environments, they benefit
fromthe ecosystem in return: more
food, better livelihoods, and
protection against floods,
droughts, and other severe climate
change impacts.

IFAD helps communities identify
and effectively manage their
natural resources. In Nepal, ASHA
trains community groups to
develop action plans for managing
watersheds and conserving forests
by combining satellite data with
local knowledge.

In Eritrea, The Gambia and
Senegal, rural people are
replanting mangrove forests that
fringe the seas. By doing so, they
both protect the marine life that
depends on mangroves and
strengthen coastlines against
storms and erosion.

Thanks to IFAD's support,
cooperatives like this one gain the
resources and certifications they

their produce effectively, they can
earn more, while their customers
get to access high-quality foods
and participate in preserving
traditional foodways.

Farmers working with PSA in
Brazil's Bahia region have
developed new ways of processing
nutritious native fruits like umbuand
buriti and marketing them to the
world, including developing
certification schemes to help them
commercialize these high-quality,
nutritious fruits.

Well-designed policies at all levels
of government are crucial for
preserving and restoring biodiversity.
4. Working with governments to
protect biodiversity

IFAD helps rural people and
governments at every level develop
and use policies that protect their
livelihoods and conserve their
ecosystems.

The AMD project in Viet Nam
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introduced digital systems to help
farmers monitor water salinity, key
to preventing crop loss.
Technologies like these integrate
climate change mitigation into
provincial development planning
and rural finance systems.

In 2019, IFAD advised on the
amendment of a Tajikistan pasture
law to guide how rangelands are
conserved and to help with climate
change adaptation.

When Guatemala's government
implemented a law mandating
adequate nutritious food for all
schoolchildren, IFAD helped
channel the native leafy vegetable

chaya, largely grown by
indigenous women, into the
programme.

In Bangladesh, HILIP cooperatives
took advantage of a government
policy allowing fishers to lease
and manage water bodies in the
Haor basin. Not only did they have
greater vyields, but studies
showed HILIP sites were more
biodiverse than those outside the
project.

IFAD's support helps women,
youth, and indigenous peoples
take the lead in agroecology.

5. Empowering the people who
hold the keys to conserving
biodiversity

Despite being as involved in
agriculture as men, women are
often left out of decision-making.
But with IFAD's support, they are
taking the lead in agroecology.
Indigenous peoples have in-depth
knowledge about their ecosystems
and their food systems are rooted
in sustainable practices. IFAD's
Indigenous Peoples Assistance
Facility helps them access climate
finance and take the lead in
conservation efforts.

Through the facility, Wapichan
elders are teaching youth in Guyana
how to farm and forage sustainably,
which both preserves their rich
cultural heritage and conserves

WEFP renews call to open
Black Sea ports

World Food Programme
executive director David Beasley
calls for immediate investment
and dialogue to release

Without it, the threat to global
food security posed by the ongoing
war will result in "famine, [the]
destabilization of nations as well
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its biodiversity

bottlenecked foods
20 May 2022,

Black Sea ports, more ana
more people will slip into
hunger and ripple effects
of the war will be felt by
world's

KhorsandiEmergencies Food
Security Conflicts Ukraine.

WFP Executive Director David
Beasley on a recent visit to
Bucha, Ukraine. Photo: WFP/
Marco Frattini

The World Food Programme
(WFP) has urged for a "political
solution" as the closure of
Ukrainian ports in the Black Sea
continues to threaten food

as mass migration by necessity",
WFP's Executive Director, David
Beasley said.

In a debate at the United Nations
Security Council on 19 May, he
urged world leaders to take
immediate action to help the 276
million people around the world
who are marching towards
starvation.

"Truly, failure to open those ports
in Odesa region will be a
declaration of war on global food
security," said Beasley. "And it will
result in famine and
destabilization and mass migration
around the world."

Beasley visits the WFP voucher
distribution point in Bani Al Harith,
in Yemen, one of the countries
most affected by the global food
crisis triggered by the war in
Ukraine. Photo: WFP/Mutaz Fuad
"When a mother has to choose
between freezing her child to
death or starving her child to

their natural environment. supplies - and millions of lives - death, something's wrong.
around the world. Especially
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when there's so much wealth on
the planet today - over $430 trillion
worth."

In impassioned pleas to the
specially convened 'call to action'
group on 18 May, attended by US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and the UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, Beasley added:
"The silos are full. Why are the
silos full? Because the ports are
not operating ... It is absolutely
essential that we allow these
ports to open because this is not
just about Ukraine, this is about
the poorest of the poor around the
world who are on the brink of
starvation as we speak."

The number of people that WFP
supports that is expected to rise
by 20 million this year as fuel and
transport prices rises - since the
start of the war, WFP's
operational costs have risen by
USS$70 million a month, resulting
in cuts in critical nutrition.

A mother and her child at a WFP
nutrition clinic in Afghanistan.
Photo: WFP/Marco Di Lauro.

"In the past month in Yemen we
have had to reduce rations to 8
million individuals who are
already in IPC 3 and 4," Beasley
told the UN Security Council
yesterday (19 May) - ‘crisis' and
'emergency' respectively on the
global standard for food insecurity
(the Integrated Food Phase
Classification).

"In many countries we are forced
to make the heart-breaking
decision to take food from hungry
children to give it to starving
children."

Beasley called for "substantial
new humanitarian funding to deal
with the skyrocketing levels of
need we are now seeing. And this
includes contributions from high-
net-worth individuals and
corporations, many of whom have
profited from the pandemic."
There are currently 811 million
chronically hungry people in the

world. A record high of 276
million are on the brink of
starvation - up from 135 million
people before pre-COVID19 and
80 million in 2017.

"Of these, nearly 49 million
people in 43 countries are right
on the edge of famine," said
Beasley.

Without urgent action, not least
the opening of Black Sea ports,
more and more people will slip
into hunger and ripple effects of
the war will be felt by the world's
poorest families in Africa, the
Middle East and beyond.
Families in Ethiopia are facing
unprecedented levels of hunger
in 2022. Photo: WFP/Claire
Nevill.

He went on to warn that countries
should "avoid protectionism and
keep trade flowing across borders."
"We truly are in an unprecedented
crisis," he said. "Food pricing is our
number one problem right now, as
aresult of all this perfect storm for
2022. But by 2023 it very well will
be a food availability problem.
When a country like Ukraine that
grows enough food for 400 million

peopleis out of the market, it creates
market volatility, which we are now
seeing."

Even before the war started, WFP
predicted 2022 would be a year of
'unprecedented hunger' with the
devastating intersection of conflict
and climate change, COVID-19 and
rising costs, dealing impossible
blows to economies already on their
knees.

In Ukraine, it is critical that "farms
get backin operation; that the trucks
and the trains and the ships move
again," said Beasley, calling on
world leaders to take immediate
action to save lives: "It's time that
we do every possible thing that we
can to bring the markets to
stability because things will get
worse, but | do have hope.

"We averted famine. We averted
destabilization over the past many
years because many of you in this
room stepped up and we
delivered. And we can do that
again.

"It's a very, very fragile time on
planet earth. The world is on fire.
We have solutions. We need to
act, and we need to act now."
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