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F-AO Director-General calls for seizing

op-

portunities to transform agrifood systems

03/07/2023

Rome - The Director-General of
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations
(FAO), QU Dongyu, re-elected on
Sunday for a second term at the
head of the Organization, delivered
today his opening statement at the
43rd Session of FAO Conference
(1-7 July), in which he stressed that
itis time to "rewrite the narrative
on food security."

The Conference began on Satur-
day 1 July with the election of
Marie-Claude Bibeau, Canada's
Minister of Agriculture and A gri-
food, as Chairperson and the
McDougall Lecture by Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Singapore's
Senior Minister and Coordinating
Minister for Social Policies.

In his speech to the Conference,
QU Dongyu highlighted that glo-
bal agrifood systems are continu-
ously facing shocks from different
dimensions, and emphasized that
FAO and its Members should not
only focus on the challenges, but
also "find opportunities and take
action to move forward."

"We need to start the transforma-
tion!" Qu urged, stressing that
agrifood systems need to urgently
become more efficient, more inclu-
sive, more resilient and more sus-
tainable.

Transformative actions and robust
solutions are needed "so we can
move forward into a world of bet-
ter production, better nutrition, a
better environment, and a better
life, leaving no one behind," the Di-
rector-General said, citing the Four
Betters that he has embedded in
various reforms, initiatives and pro-
grammes implemented since first
taking FAO's helm in 2019.

In the message from Pope Francis,
read by by Monsignor Fernando
Chica Arellano, Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Holy See to

BRARY
BMD L™

FAO, the Pontiff congratulated QU
Dongyu for his re-election and en-
couraged him to continue working
"to eradicate the scourge of hun-
ger in the world, which is advanc-
ing rather than retreating".

"Today many experts say that the
goal of zero hunger will not be
met," Pope Francis said. "Allow me
to say, the inability to fulfill our re-
sponsibilities must not lead us to
turn away from our original inten-
tions."

The drivers of food security

The Director-General focused his
intervention on the concepts that
define food security, noting the key
drivers of availability, accessibility,
utilization and stability.

FAO plays a key role in various
factors interrelated with those driv-
ers. For example, Qu noted that
while food trade, both global and
intra-regional, is essential, it in turn
is fostered by food safety, a key
area of work for the Organization.
Likewise, supporting non-food ag-
ricultural production can improve
rural incomes and thus food access
for farmers, he said, noting also that
working to reduce Food Loss and
Waste is critical to improve utiliza-
tion.

Bolstering the availability of ad-
equate food rich in micronutrients
- amission clearly reflected in the

concepts of Better Production and
Better Nutrition - entails providing
and leveraging the science, inno-
vation, technologies and know-
how to accelerate production, and
renewing a focus on healthy foods,
the Director-General said. Boost-
ing the supply of the diverse food
acquired for these goals will be
essential.

Food availability also requires as-
suring access to nutritious food in
emergencies, which is the focus of
joint work with the World Food
Programme, FAO's Emergencies
and Resilience stream, and the
proper design of emergency food
reserves, Qu said.

The accessibility factor is one of
the major challenges we are facing
today, exacerbated by price and
income trends that have been roiled
by various crises. Of particular
concern is that the price of final
food products are not following the
declining trend of the FAO Food
Price Index over the past 12
months, due in part to currency ex-
change rate devaluations.

"What it means is that we have a
problem of the most vulnerable im-
port-dependent countries facing a
significant increase in their food im-
port bill, which is putting pressure
on their ability to access the food
they need," Qu said.
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OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2023-32

06/07/2023

Rome/Paris - Global agricultural
and food production are projected
to continue to increase over the
next ten years, but at a slower pace
of growth than the previous dec-
ade due to demographic trends,
according to a report released to-
day by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD).

The OECD-FAO Agricultural
Outlook 2023-2032 is the key glo-
bal reference for medium-term
prospects for agricultural com-
modity markets. While uncertainty
has risen due to geopolitical ten-
sions, adverse climate trends, ani-
mal and plant diseases and in-
creased price volatility for key ag-
ricultural inputs, global production
of crops, livestock products and
fish are projected to grow at an
average annual rate of 1.1 percent
during the period, half the pace
recorded in the decade ending in
2015. Total food consumption is
expected to rise by 1.3 percent per
annum to 2032, indicating an in-
crease in the share of agricultural
commodities used as food.

These projections assume a fast
recovery from recent inflationary
pressures, normal weather condi-
tions, no major policy changes and
on-trend evolution in consumer
preferences. The possibility that in-
flationary pressures remain persist-

ent poses downside risks to glo-
bal food demand and production.
In a special assessment of key
farming input prices, which have
risen significantly in the past two
years, the Outlook calculates that
every 10 percent increase in ferti-
lizer prices leads to a 2 percent in-
crease in food costs, with the bur-
den falling hardest on the poor,
who spend a larger share of their
budget on food. The Outlook high-
lights the importance of policies to
ensure greater efficiency and resil-
ience.

"The broad trends outlined in this
report are heading in the right di-
rection, but need to be acceler-
ated," FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu said. "Promoting a faster
shift to sustainable agrifood sys-
tems will bring many benefits and
help usher in better lives for all,
leaving no one behind."

"Surges in agricultural input prices
experienced over the last two years
have raised concerns about global
food security," OECD Secretary-
General Mathias Cormann said.
"Investments in innovation, further
productivity gains and reductions
in the carbon intensity of produc-
tion are needed to lay the founda-
tion for long-term food security,
affordability and sustainability."
The Outlook offers decadal pro-
jections for cereals, vegetable oils,
dairy products, meat, sugar, fish as
well as cotton, tropical fruits,
pulses and agricultural output used

for biofuels. It also includes pro-
jections for expected regional
trends in greenhouse gas emissions
from the agriculture and incorpo-
rates first-time preliminary analy-
ses of the role of food loss and
waste.

Key commodity findings

The demand for growth in cereals
production is projected to slow, in
part as per capita food consump-
tion of most cereals is reaching
saturation levels in many countries.
In 2032, it is estimated that 41 per-
cent of all cereals will be directly
consumed by humans, 37 percent
will be used for animal feeds, and
biofuels and other industrial uses
will account for the rest.

Global crop production growth will
mainly be driven by continued
progress in plant breeding and a
transition to more intensive produc-
tion systems. Yield improvements
are projected to account for 79
percent of global crop production
growth, cropland expansion for 15
percent, and higher cropping inten-
sity for 6 percent over the Outlook
period..

Global growth of sugar consump-
tion will be driven entirely by Af-
rica and Asia, with demand pro-
jected to surge in areas where the
level of per capita intake is cur-
rently low. By contrast, consump-
tion is set to continue to decline in
high-income countries.

Global average per capita con-
sumption of meat is projected to
increase by 0.1 percent annually,
mostly driven by middle and lower-
income countries. Worldwide de-
mand for meat is expected to in-
crease through 2032, but per-
capita consumption levels in high-
income countries are projected to
decline in the coming decade, led
by drops in Western Europe and
North America.

Fish available for food consump-
tion is expected to grow every-
where, and fastest in Africa, but
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projected rapid population growth
in this region will limit per capita
consumption increases.

Global production of livestock and
fish is projected to expand by 1.3
percent annually over the next dec-
ade, slower than seen in the recent
past. Poultry meat is projected to
account for almost half the increase
in total meat production through
2032.

World milk production is projected
to grow at 1.5 percent annually
over the next decade, with more
than half the increase coming from
India and Pakistan, which together
will account for almost a third of
global milk output in 2032. Milk
production in the European Union
is projected to decline slightly due
to the ongoing transition towards
more environmentally sustainable
production systems.

Trade patterns :

Global trade in agricultural com-
modities covered in the Outlook is
projected to expand by 1.3 per-
cent annually - half the pace re-
corded in the past decade - due
mostly to slower growth in demand
by middle-income countries.
Maize, wheat and soybeans con-
tributed the most to the overall ag-
ricultural trade growth in the past
decade; however, they are pro-
jected to experience the biggest
drop in trade growth over the next
10 years.

After becoming a net importer of
agricultural commodities in recent
years, South and Southeast Asia's
net imports are projected to in-
crease further, driven mainly by
continuing strong demand growth
within the subregion.
Sub-Saharan Africa's trade deficit
in major food items is projected to
almost double by 2032, largely re-
flecting rapid population growth
compared to other regions.

In Latin America, the agricultural
trade surplus is expected to expand
by 17 percent, raising the exported
share of agricultural production to

40 percent by 2032.

North America is projected to re-
main the second largest exporter
of agricultural commodities to
world markets over the next 10
years, but strong domestic con-
sumption growth is expected to
slightly curb its net export position.
The region's agricultural sector
may play a key stabilizing role al-
lowing it to expand production to
normalize high price cycles.
Climate and Agriculture :
Greenhouse gas emissions from
agriculture are expected to in-
crease by 7.5 percent in the next
decade - just less than half'the pro-
jected output growth - indicating a

significant fall in the carbon inten-
sity of agricultural production. The
livestock sector is projected to
account for 86 percent of the in-
creased emissions.

The Outlook projects declining
GHG emissions from agriculture in
North America and rising emissions
in sub-Saharan Africa as crop and
livestock production rises, under-
scoring the importance of
transformative investments in the
region's agrifood systems.
Agricultural GHG emissions in
Latin America are projected to re-
main higher than the region's share
of global output.

FAO is proposing medium and
long-term mechanisms to increase
resilience so countries have the nec-
essary income for those needs, he
added, pointing to FAO's proposal
for a Food Import Financing Fa-
cility in 2022 that was taken up by
the International Monetary Fund's
as part of its Food Shock Win-
dow, which has disbursed $1.8
billion to six countries and was re-
cently extended until March 2024.
Broadly, food availability is a ques-
tion of the supply of safe and nu-
tritious foods, while accessibility is
a matter of demand and capacity,
Qu said. "These concepts are in-
ter-related, not independent of
each other" and as a whole are di-
rectly related to the concept of a
Better life, he added.

Assuring stability of food supply is
about making sure availability, ac-
cessibility and utilization is not ham-
pered by shortages, emergencies
or sudden crises.

"Here is where a Better Environ-
ment plays a critical role," the Di-
rector-General said, emphasizing
the need to cope with climate
shocks, extreme temperatures,
pests and diseases and water cy-
cles. Increasing resilience to these
challenges implies focusing on pre-
vention, through early warning sys-

tems, the One Health approach and
new insurance tools, strengthening
shock absorbers by prioritizing
productivity increasing investments
across the world to produce more
with less, and diversifying produc-
tion.

Core Initiatives

The Director-General pointed to
core initiatives that he started dur-
ing his first term at FAO to pursue
the noble goal of eradicating hun-
ger.

The Hand-in-Hand Initiative uses
advanced geospatial modeling and
a robust partnership-building ap-
proach to support nationally-led
programmes to accelerate market-
based transformation of agrifood
systems in ways that benefit the
most vulnerable people. Some 64
countries are now participating in
the initiative.

The Green Cities Initiative focuses
on improving the resilience of ur-
ban food systems and creating
healthier environments in cities,
where a rapidly increasing share of
the world's population live.

The 1000 Digital Villages Initiative
promotes digitalization - of which
Quis avocal champion - in rural
areas to boost income and liveli-
hood opportunities, social cohe-
sion and innovation to benefit lo-
cal communities.
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§ Expanding social protection coverage

for fishers and fish workers in Tunisia

Social protection offers workers
economic and social stability
FAO's Social Protection for Fish-
eries and Aquaculture project, fi-
nanced by the Norwegian Agency
for Development Cooperation, is
working with the Tunisian govern-
ment to expand social protection
coverage for small-scale fishers
and fish workers, who do not al-
ways have access to social serv-
ices or qualify for government as-
sistance.

27/07/2023

Only 28 years old, Abdessalem
Kandil has been fishing off the
coast of northern Tunisia for more
than a decade. Sea bream, cuttle-
fish, shrimp and octopus. This was
the bounty he used to expect in his
daily catch. Now, although
Abdessalem rises at 3 a.m. every
day to fish, he often comes home
empty handed.

"When I go out, I don't always
come back with a catch," he says.
"We are facing a daily battle with
our incomes. Sometimes I cannot
pay the rent."

Climate change, pollution,
overfishing and invasive species
have had an impact on fish stocks
in Tunisia.

For Abdessalem and many other
fishers, this income is the only one
they can count on. Small-scale fish-
ers do not always have access to
social services or qualify for gov-
ernment assistance, such as unem-
ployment benefits, health care or
pension systems. The seasonality
of their work also means they of-
ten don't earn enough to contrib-
ute to social security schemes.
Abdessalem, a father of two young
children, sometimes relies on the
generosity of his friends to survive.
"When things are not going well, I
take loans from friends with the
promise that there will be produc-
tion in the future, and I will be able
to pay my debts. Sometimes I can-

of their work also means

they often don't earn
enough to contribute to

not repay them," he says.
Taher Hamza, a fisher with four

children, is also struggling to make
a living from his eel fishing. Like
Abdessalem, he does not qualify
for social protection. "Most fish-
ers do not receive any assistance
from the government," says Taher.
Social protection is a safety net for
individuals and is essential for in-
clusive growth and reducing pov-
erty. Yet, more than half of the
world's population, and women in
particular, are excluded from so-
cial protection, according to the In-
ternational Labour Organization.
Through the Social Protection for
Fisheries and Aquaculture
(SocPro4Fish) project, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), with fund-
ing from the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation, is
working with the Tunisian govern-
ment to expand coverage of social
protection to fishers and fish work-
ers.

The project builds national capaci-

ties by helping better understand
the barriers fishers face in access-
ing social protection and the
feasiblity of extending it more
broadly to a sector that has a high
level of informality and seasonality.
Social protection is a safety net for
individuals and is essential for in-
clusive growth and reducing pov-
erty. Yet, more than half of the
world's population is excluded

from social protection. ©FAO/
Faten Aouadi

Awareness: the first step to access
Artisanal fishers often have limited
knowledge about the available so-
cial protection programmes. Pre-
liminary results from a study con-
ducted by FAO's partner, the Cen-
tre for Social Research and Stud-
ies (CRES), in collaboration with
Tunisia's Ministry of Social Affairs,
showed that many fishers did not
believe they would benefit from
these programmes.

"Too often fishers don't realise the
services that are available to them,"
says Daniela Kalikoski, FAO
Lead Technical Officer.

Working with Tunisia's Ministry of
Agriculture and Ministry of Social
Affairs, CRES and the Tunisian
Union of Agriculture and Fisher-
ies, FAO is helping to broaden
awareness of the existing mecha-
nisms and support fishers and fish
workers in accessing them.
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Simplifying coverage :
Currently, many fishers also face
challenges when it comes to regis-
tering with Tunisia's social security
system because of the informality
and the seasonality of their work.
The system is complex and has four
distinct social security regimes that
apply to different categories of fish-
ers. This leads to confusion or bu-
reaucratic procedures that often
limit coverage within the sector.
The SocPro4Fish project is look-
ing at more flexible requirements
to match fishers' contributory ca-
pacity.

"The improvement of the social se-
curity system for fishers has direct
impacts on their work by offering
them easy access to the various
services of the different social
schemes," states Yessine Ben Arfa,
a fisheries researcher from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Re-
sources and Fisheries and the na-
tional project coordinator for the
SocPro4Fish project.

"The different levels of contribution
will be aligned with fishers' income
levels and their households' cost of
living," he continues.

The SocPro4Fish project estab-
lished a technical committee with
the government and representatives
from the Tunisian Agriculture and
Fisheries Union and the Tunisian
Association for the Development
of Artisanal Fishing to simplify so-
cial protection coverage and ex-
tend it to the fisheries sector. The
project also supported the estab-
lishment of a registry to identify fish-
ers and fish workers, as well as
their incomes and their needs.
"The project aims to improve the
livelihoods of fishing communities
by increasing the country's capac-
ity to expand fishers' access to so-
cial protection services and
strengthen their resilience to
shocks," says Kalikoski.
Ultimately, the project seeks to
achieve economic inclusion and
extend access to the social protec-

Five ways advancing sus-
tainable agrifood system

Achieving environmental goals is
embedded in FAO's work
Agrifood systems play a large role
in the sustainable use and conser-
vation of natural resources. These
considerations are firmly embed-
ded in FAO's work.

25/07/2023

Agriculture has been around for
more than 10 000 years. In that
time, it has not only given us food,
shelter, and livelihoods, but also
knowledge, traditions, innovations
and ecosystem services. However,
with many ecosystems pushed be-
yond their capacity, agriculture
now needs to provide all these ben-
efits - and more - while being more
responsive to the environment.
Without heeding our natural re-
sources and respecting the envi-
ronment, we put food and agricul-
ture atrisk. That is why the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) has always
been at the forefront of supporting
producers of food and other rural
products while safeguarding our
planet. From the 1972 Stockholm
Conference to this day, FAO has
championed environmental im-
provements in agrifood systems,
focusing on the conservation and
sustainable management of agricul-
tural lands, forests, in-land water
and ocean resources.

But we're not stopping there! A
Better Environment is one of our
key action areas over the next dec-

o

ade.

Here are five ways in which FAO
is working to create a better, more
innovative and resilient environ-
ment:

1. Promoting a sustainable and cir-
cular bioeconomy

Atthe level of the United Nations,
FAO is leading the drive towards
a sustainable and circular
bioeconomy, which involves using
biological resources, processes
and innovations to help make
agrifood systems more sustainable
and resilient, while supporting the
development of a fair and green
economy and ensuring all global
citizens have access to enough nu-
tritious food. A sustainable and cir-
cular bioeconomy is at the van-
guard of game-changing improve-
ments in agrifood-related areas in-
cluding microbiome science, ani-
mal source food alternatives ,
biopesticides, circular waste man-
agement and ecosystem restora-
tion.

2. Managing agricultural plastics
pollution

FAO is transforming the way we
use plastics in agriculture. A
ground-breaking FAO report re-
vealed for the first time that plastic
pollution in terrestrial ecosystems
is likely far greater than that of
aquatic ones. The report outlined
several solutions to deal with the
problem, based on a 6R approach
(Refuse, Redesign, Reduce, Reuse,
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Recycle and Recover), while also
identifying potentially harmful ag-
ricultural plastic products that
should be withdrawn as a matter
of priority. FAO is leading a multi-
stakeholder process to develop a
voluntary code of conduct on the
management of plastics in agricul-
ture, as well as supporting coun-
tries to enact a new global treaty
on plastics.

The future of agrifood systems and
the future of our environment are
intertwined. Left/top:

3. Ensuring environmental and so-
cial safeguards

Did you know that FAO ensures
that all of its project and pro-
grammes go through a thorough
assessment before implementation
so that they embed sound environ-
mental and safety outcomes in their
design? In 2021 alone, FAO re-
viewed 667 of its projects based
on environmental and social man-
agement guidelines, which strike a
balance between protecting and
sustainably using natural resources
and meeting society's growing
needs for food, nutrition and de-
cent and resilient livelihoods. FAO
has since enhanced these safe-
guards under a Framework for
Environmental and Social Man-
agement.

4. Providing open access, envi-
ronmental and climate data
Agrifood systems will need to be-
come increasingly resilient to
mounting challenges, including a
growing population with changing
food habits, ecosystem degrada-
tion and climate change. FAO's
transformative Hand-in-Hand
Geospatial Platform provides a
treasure trove of environmental
data related to agroecology, wa-
ter, land, soils, greenhouse gases
and more. These data are key to
identifying climate- and other en-
vironment-risk hotspots and to de-
signing tailor-made solutions for
countries and regions most in need.
FAO has also launched a Climate
Risk Toolbox to bolster resilience

by providing more than 70 layers
of open access data to ensure that
all agrifood stakeholders can fully
identify and address climate risks.
5. Preserving agricultural heritage
and surrounding environments
For over 20 years, FAO has rec-
ognised systems around the world
that combine remarkable land-
scapes with traditional knowledge
ofresilient and sustainable man-
agement of land and natural re-
sources. These sites, designated as
Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems (GIAHS), act as
an interface between humans and
the environment, embodying the
idea of "dynamic conservation",
where traditional practices, food
provision and environmental pro-
tection go hand in hand. From the
Rice-Fish-Duck System in China
and Andean Agriculture in Peru to
agroforestry on the slopes of
Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania and
the Soave Traditional Vineyards in
Italy, all GIAHS sites are charac-
terized by their commitment to
agrobiodiversity, food and liveli-
hood security, traditional knowl-
edge and value systems and social
organizations. There are now
around 80 GIAHS sites in over 24
countries worldwide.

It is estimated that restoring 350
million hectares of degraded land
between 2021 and 2030 could
generate USD 9 trillion in ecosys-
tem services and remove an addi-
tional 13-26 gigatonnes of green-
house gases from the atmosphere.

For decades, FAO has been
broadening its global role in envi-
ronmental stewardship in food and
agriculture: developing codes of
conduct on the responsible man-
agement of pesticides, fertilizers,
forestry and fisheries and voluntary
guidelines on the responsible gov-
ernance of tenure of land, fisheries
and forests; co-establishing with
United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) the Rotterdam
Convention, designed to protect
human health and the environment
from certain hazardous chemicals;
installing the Africa Real Time En-
vironmental Monitoring Informa-
tion System (ARTEMIS); and
adopting the Treaty on Plant Ge-
netic Resources for Food and Ag-
riculture, among many other initia-
tives.

Furthermore, it is estimated that re-
storing 350 million hectares of de-
graded land between 2021 and
2030 could generate USD 9 tril-
lion in ecosystem services and re-
move an additional 13-26
gigatonnes of greenhouse gases
from the atmosphere. This cannot
be done without the support of all
actors throughout the global
agrifood value chain, which is why
FAO is proud to co-lead with
UNEP the UN Decade on Eco-
system Restoration.

The future of agrifood systems and
the future of our environment are
intertwined. Now is the time to
bring about transformative change
- let's make our actions count!

tion system to fishers and
fishworkers.

Mabrouka Ayadi, a 70-year-old
widow who has been fishing her
whole life, has no government pen-
sion or medical care. She hopes
the SocPro4Fish project will lead
to adequate coverage in the fish-
eries sector to support her health
and well-being. "Thave to take care
of my health care. I have four kids
at home, and they depend on my

fishing," she says.

By improving the coherence be-
tween social protection and fish-
eries policies, the project is work-
ing to reduce poverty in the sector
and sustain its development.
SocPro4Fish is also working to
extend social protection coverage
to workers in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector in other coun-
tries around the world.
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-Lvestock Give Rural Wom

For many rural women, tending to
livestock is a fast track to empow-
erment. Yet many struggle to ac-
cess essentials, like training, finance
and land, due to economic and
social restrictions, among other
reasons.

But with support from IFAD, rural
women are caring for a myriad of
creatures while earning a living and
empowering themselves.

Rural life can be particularly gruel-
ling for those who struggle with the
physical rigours of farming,.

In Jordan, Nadia Hammad suffers
from a chronic disease while her
husband has a debilitating illness
which prevents him from working,
This makes providing for their five
children a challenge.

But Nadia has found a way to get
by. With a grant from the IFAD-
funded SIGHT project, she set up
an egg hatchery and started breed-
ing chickens. For the first six
months, she also received small
sums from SIGHT which enabled
her to buy eggs to hatch and feed
for the new-born chicks.

Nadia sells chickens to her neigh-
bours and at a nearby poultry mar-
ket. For the first time in a long time,
she no longer feels limited. "It
makes me happy that I can pro-
vide an income for my children and
that I am doing something."
Remarkable rabbits

Violet is one 0f 400 women in Zam-
bia provided with rabbits.

Despite often being responsible for
the family livestock, rural women
in Zambia rarely get to decide how
the financial returns are spent. This
is now changing with the help of
an unlikely ally: rabbits.

Rabbits are easy and cheap to rear
and sell, giving a steady income and
areliable source of nutritious meat
for the household. Working with
the IFAD-funded E-SLIP pro-
gramme, the Zambian Ministry of
Fisheries and Livestock provided
400 women with ten rabbits each:

two male and eight female. As these
notoriously fast breeders multiply,
women pass on the offspring to
other women in the community.
For Violet Banda, a mother-of-six
and head of the local women's
group, her rabbits mean she can
now afford to feed her family three
meals a day instead of just one.
Longing for llamas

Like many people in Bolivia's
Altiplano, Andrea depends on
breeding llamas for her livelihoods
Growing up in the high-plateau re-
gion of the Bolivian Andes, Andrea
Choque Paco was always taught
that, as a woman, her role was to
take care of the home. For years,
she prepared for that - until fate
took her another way.

As the only child in her family to
leave the city she had migrated to
and return to her impoverished ru-
ral community, Andrea became her
father's heir, despite her gender.
Having identified and purchased
llamas through the Pro-Camélidos
project, Andrea and her fellow vil-
lagers walked 400 km over the
Andes to the city of Oruro to col-
lectthem. Back in their village, they
cross-bred the new large llamas
with hardy but small local ones.
It's been three years since the start
of'this epic journey and Andrea's
herd has grown from 12 to 22 large
and healthy llamas. Where once
she earned US$116 per llama, to-
day a single animal goes for up to
US$188.

"I am single, but I never needed a

en a Living

man to help me," says Andrea. "I
alone made the bricks for my fence
and my house. And, now, [ have
shown that I can do men and wom-
en's tasks alike."

Buffalo blowout

Sita Kumari received training and
tools and set up her own business.
When the COVID-19 pandemic
hit Nepal, Sita Kumari Khamcha's
family was pushed into debt. Yet,
she now stands proudly in her buf-
falo enclosure, surrounded by the
animals that have helped her put
her family back on the road to
prosperity.

In 2022, Sita Kumari signed up for
training in rearing livestock through
the IFAD-funded Agriculture Sec-
tor Development Programme. With
credit from the programme, she in-
vested in two buffaloes.

Today, her herd has grown, with
eight buffaloes, three cows and a
calf. She milks the cows twice a
day and sells it to a local coopera-
tive, earning up to US$1,000 a
month. With the money, she has
cleared the family's debt and
bought a car so her husband can
earn a living as a driver.
"Eveniflcan'tread, now I can earmn
respect as a successful farmer,"
says Sita Kumari.

Despite the many challenges they
face, women all over the world are
lifting themselves out of poverty,
providing for their families and
thriving - thanks to their loyal live-
stock.

Publication date: 11 July 2023
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1-22 Million more Meople pushed into Hu-n-

ger since 2019 due to

12 July 2023

Rome/New York/Geneva - Over
122 million more people are fac-
ing hunger in the world since 2019
due to the pandemic and repeated
weather shocks and conflicts, in-
cluding the war in Ukraine, ac-
cording to the latest State of Food

facing deepening food crises.
Progress in hunger reduction was
observed in Asia and Latin
America, but hunger was still on
the rise in Western Asia, the Car-
ibbean and throughout all
subregions of Africain 2022. Af-
rica remains the worst-affected

Security and Nutrition in the World
(SOFI) report published today
jointly by five United Nations spe-
cialized agencies.

If trends remain as they are, the
Sustainable Development Goal of
ending hunger by 2030 will not be
reached, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and the World
Food Programme (WFP) warn.
A wake-up call for the fight against
hunger

The 2023 edition of the report re-
veals that between 691 and 783
million people faced hunger in
2022, with amid-range of 735 mil-
lion. This represents an increase of
122 million people compared to
2019, before the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

While global hunger numbers have
stalled between 2021 and 2022,
there are many places in the world

region with one in five people fac-
ing hunger on the continent, more
than twice the global average.
"There are rays of hope, some re-
gions are on track to achieve some
2030 nutrition targets. But overall,
we need an intense and immediate
global effort to rescue the Sustain-
able Development Goals. We must
build resilience against the crises
and shocks that drive food inse-
curity-from conflict to climate, said
UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres through a video message
during the launch of the report at
the UN Headquarters in New
York.

The heads of the five UN agen-
cies, FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu; IFAD President Alvaro
Lario; UNICEF Executive Direc-
tor Catherine Russell; WFP's Ex-
ecutive Director Cindy McCain;
and WHO Director General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
write in the report's Foreword: "No
doubt, achieving the Sustainable
Development Goal target of Zero

ultiple Crises

Hunger by 2030 poses a daunting
challenge. Indeed, it is projected
that almost 600 million people will
still be facing hunger in 2030. The
major drivers of food insecurity
and malnutrition are our "new nor-
mal", and we have no option but
to redouble our efforts to transform
agrifood systems and leverage
them towards reaching the Sus-
tainable Development Goal 2
(SDG 2) targets."

Beyond hunger :

The food security and nutrition situ-
ation remained grim in 2022. The
report finds that approximately
29.6 percent of the global popula-
tion, equivalent to 2.4 billion peo-
ple, did not have constant access
to food, as measured by the preva-
lence of moderate or severe food
insecurity. Among them, around
900 million individuals faced severe
food insecurity.

Meanwhile, the capacity of peo-
ple to access healthy diets has de-
teriorated across the world: more
than 3.1 billion people in the world
- or 42 percent - were unable to
afford a healthy diet in 2021. This
represents an overall increase of
134 million people compared to
2019.

Millions of children under five con-
tinue to suffer from malnutrition: in
2022, 148 million children under
five years of age (22.3 percent)
were stunted, 45 million (6.8 per-
cent) were wasted, and 37 million
(5.6 percent) were overweight.
Progress has been seen in exclu-
sive breastfeeding with 48 percent
of infants under 6-months of age
benefiting from this practice, close
to the 2025 target. However, more
concerted efforts will be required
to meet the 2030 malnutrition tar-
gets.

New evidence: Urbanization is
driving changes in agrifood systems
The report also looks at increased
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urbanization as a 'megatrend' af-
fecting how and what people eat.
With almost seven in ten people
projected to live in cities by 2050,
governments and others working
to tackle hunger, food insecurity
and malnutrition must seek to un-
derstand these urbanization trends
and account for them in their
policymaking.

In particular, the simple rural and
urban divide concept is no longer
sufficient to understand the ways
in which urbanization is shaping
agrifood systems. A more complex
rural-urban continuum perspective
is needed considering both the de-
gree of connectivity that people
have and types of connections that
exist between urban and rural ar-
eas.

For the first time, this evolution is
documented systematically across
eleven countries. The report illus-
trates that food purchases are sig-
nificant not only among urban
households but also across the ru-
ral-urban continuum, including
those residing far from urban
centers. The new findings also
show how consumption of highly
processed foods is also increasing
in peri-urban and rural areas of
some countries.

Unfortunately, spatial inequalities
remain. Food insecurity affects
more people living in rural areas.
Moderate or severe food insecu-
rity affected 33 percent of adults
living in rural areas and 26 pe in
urban areas.

Children's malnutrition also displays
urban and rural specificities: the
prevalence of child stunting is higher
in rural areas (35.8 percent) than
in urban areas (22.4 percent).
Wasting is higher in rural areas
(10.5 percent) than in urban areas
(7.7 percent), while overweight is
slightly more prevalent in urban ar-
eas (5.4 percent) compared to ru-
ral areas (3.5 percent).

The report recommends that to ef-
fectively promote food security

WAP Executive Direc
Cindy McCain: "Hunge
is rising while the re-
sources we urgently need
to protect the most vulner-
ble are running danger,

and nutrition, policy interventions,
actions and investments must be
guided by a comprehensive under-
standing of the complex and chang-
ing relationship between the rural-
urban continuum and agrifood sys-
tems.

For more information please con-
tact:

"FAO Newsroom

"[FAD Newsroom

"UNICEF Media

"WHO Media

"WFP Media Team

What they said

FAO Director-General, QU
Dongyu: "Recovery from the glo-
bal pandemic has been uneven, and
the war in Ukraine has affected the
nutritious food and healthy diets.
This is the 'new normal' where cli-
mate change, conflict, and eco-
nomic instability are pushing those
on the margins even further from
safety. We cannot take a business-
as-usual approach."

IFAD President, Alvaro Lario: "A
world without hunger is possible.
What we are missing is the invest-
ments and political will to imple-
ment solutions at scale. We can
eradicate hunger if we make it a
global priority. Investments in
small-scale farmers and in their
adaptation to climate change, ac-
cess to inputs and technologies,
and access to finance to set up small
agribusinesses can make a differ-
ence. Small-scale producers are
part of the solution. Properly sup-
ported, they can produce more
food, diversify production, and
supply both urban and rural mar-
kets - feeding rural areas and cit-

ies nutritious and locally grown
food."

UNICEF Executive Director,
Catherine Russell: "Malnutrition is
amajor threat to children's survival,
growth and development. The
scale of the nutrition crisis demands
a stronger response focused on
children, including prioritizing ac-
cess to nutritious and affordable
diets and essential nutrition serv-
ices, protecting children and ado-
lescents from nutrient-poor, ultra-
processed foods, and strengthen-
ing food and nutrition supply chains
including for fortified and therapeu-
tic foods for children."”

WEFP Executive Director, Cindy
McCain: "Hunger is rising while the
resources we urgently need to pro-
tect the most vulnerable are run-
ning dangerously low. As humani-
tarians, we are facing the greatest
challenge we've ever seen. We
need the global community to act
swiftly, smartly, and compassion-
ately to reverse course and turn the
tide on hunger. At WFP, we are
committed to working with all our
partners - both old and new - to
create a world where no one ques-
tions when their next meal will
come."

WHO Director-General, Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus:
"Child wasting remains unaccept-
ably high and there has been no
progress in reducing child over-
weight. We need targeted public
policies, investments and actions to
create healthier food environments
forall."

Notes to the editor: the SOFI re-
port

The State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World is an annual
report jointly prepared by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD), the United Na-
tions Children's Fund (UNICEF),
the World Food Programme
(WFP) and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO).

Since 1999, it monitors and analy-
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ses the world's progress towards
ending hunger, achieving food se-
curity and improving nutrition. It
also provides an in-depth analysis
of key challenges for achieving
these goals in the context of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment. The report targets a
wide audience, including
policymakers, international organi-
zations, academic institutions and
the general public.

This year's theme is aligned with
the UN General Assembly "New
Urban Agenda" and will comple-
ment and guide the discussions at
the 2023 High Level Political Fo-
rum - particularly on sustainable
cities and communities (SDG 11),
and especially during the three-day
ministerial segment of the forum
held from 17 to 19 July 2023 and
in the lead-up to the SDG Summit
in September.

Acute food insecurity: food inse-
curity found in a specified area at
a specific point in time and of a se-
verity that threatens lives or liveli-
hoods, or both, regardless of the
causes, context or duration. Has
relevance in providing strategic
guidance to actions that focus on
short-term objectives to prevent,
mitigate or decrease severe acute
food insecurity. This indicator is
used in the Global Report on Food

of severity of food insecurity at
which people face uncertainties
about their ability to obtain food
and have been forced to reduce,
at times during the year, the quality
and/or quantity of food they con-
sume due to lack of money or other
resources. It refers to a lack of con-
sistent access to food, which di-
minishes dietary quality and disrupts
normal eating patterns.

Severe food insecurity: a level of
severity of food insecurity at which,
at some time during the year, peo-
ple have run out of food, experi-
enced hunger and at the most ex-
treme, gone without food for a day
or more. It is measured with the
Food Insecurity Experience Scale
and contributes to track the
progress towards SDG

Newzeeland indigenous
knowledge on local foods,
supporting families to be better
equipped to prepare, preserve and
store healthy and nutritious
foods.SIFWaP is aligned with
IFAD's SIDS strategy and will
support the governments to nurture
enabling policy environments to
meet the Sustainable Development
Goals. The strategy highlights the
unique vulnerabilities and develop-
ment
challenges in SIDS because of their
small size, remoteness, limited re-
source base and exposure to cli-
mate and natural disasters. In ad-
dition to the NZD 5.75 million
(USD 3.57 million) contribution,
the project will be co-financed by
the Global Agriculture and Food
Security Program (USD 11.65
million), project participants' in-

kind contributions (USD 2.34 mil-
lion) and the four SIFWaP coun-
tries (USD 1.83 million). [FAD will
supervise the project's implemen-
tation and will provide additional
technical support and capacity
building on project management
fiduciary matters, procurement,
audits and reporting.

Since the establishment of [FAD
in 1977, New Zealand has con-
tributed USD 22.21 million to
IFAD's work to transform rural
economies and food systems by
making them more inclusive, pro-
ductive, resilient and sustainable.
Previously New Zealand has also
contributed USD 0.79 million in
supplementary funds to co-finance
an IFAD-funded project on Inclu-
sion of Family Farming in Value
Chains Project (PPI) in Paraguay.

Crisis (FSIN and Global Network
Against Food Crises. 2023).
Hunger: an uncomfortable or pain-
ful sensation caused by insufficient]
energy from diet. In this report, the
term hunger is synonymous with
chronic undernourishment and is|
measured by the prevalence of un-
dernourishment (PoU).
Malnutrition: an abnormal physi-
ological condition caused by inad-
equate, unbalanced or excessive
intake of macronutrients and/or|
micronutrients. Malnutrition in-|
cludes undernutrition (child stunt-
ing and wasting, and vitamin and|
mineral deficiencies) as well as
overweight and obesity.
Moderate food insecurity: a levell
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Ne;v Zealand contributes
US$3.57 million Pacific is-
land communities

13 July 2023

Rome/Suva, 13 July2023: The In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development and the Government
of New Zealand signed a NZD
5.75 million (USD 3.57 million)
agreement to support Pacific com-
munities to ensure sustainable ac-
cess to water and healthy diets.
The Small Islands Food and Wa-
ter Project (SIFWaP) will reach
50,000 people - or 17 per cent of
the population - in the Federated
States of Micronesia (FSM),
Kiribati, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and Tuvalu.
Aotearoa New Zealand's support
demonstrates its commitment to
increasing the impact of its climate
action, as highlighted in Tuia te
Waka a Kiwa, its international cli-
mate finance strategy.

With a total investment of USD
19.23 million, SIFWaP aims to
strengthen the climate change re-
silience of small island communi-

ties in these coun-
tries by improving
their food, nutri-
tion and water se-
curity and liveli-
hood opportuni-
ties. SIFWaP re-
inforces the
strong partner-
ship between
IFAD and New
Zealand in their
s efforts to help
eradicate poverty
and hunger in ru-
ral areas of the
2¢* Small Island De-
', veloping States
Ay, (SIDS) gndbulhld

adaptation resil-
ience, not only in
the Pacific, but
across the world.

L
‘project's implementation
and will provide addi-
tional technical support
and capacity building on
project management fi-
duciary matters, pro-
curement, audits and re-

This investment is also a recogni-
tion of [FAD's role in international
development as an effective or-
ganization that delivers results and
improves food and income secu-
rity, especially for poor rural peo-
ple.

These countries are among the
smallest and most isolated of the
SIDS and are particularly vulner-
able to climate change impacts and
natural disasters. High population
densities combined with low agri-
cultural productivity contributes to

a precarious food and nutrition se-
curity situation across the region.
As aresult, the islands are heavily
dependent on food imports and
generally lack access to fresh, nu-
tritious food.

At the same time, rising sea levels
are leading to chronic coastal ero-
sion and causing social and eco-
nomic disruption. Extreme climac-
tic events, such as droughts and
hurricanes, are becoming more fre-
quent, stressing the islands' already
scarce natural resources, including
water for consumption and agricul-
tural production.

"These island states are among the
first to be hit - and also the hardest
- by crises such as the pandemic
and disruptions in the global sup-
ply chain due to conflict. They are
also more exposed to deeper long-
term consequences," said Donal
Brown, IFAD Associate Vice-
President, Programme Manage-
ment Department. "Rural people in
remote islands need support to
help them produce, consume and
market more local foods in envi-
ronmentally sustainable ways. Cli-
mate change and vulnerability to
natural disasters threatens the very
existence of these extremely iso-
lated communities. This contribu-
tion by New Zealand offers a vital
opportunity for us to collectively
examine the challenges facing by
the SIDS, and work with those
countries to identify new and in-
novative solutions to together make
ameaningful difference."

SIFWaP will work with communi-
ties to implement a range of cli-
mate-smart and nutrition-sensitive
measures. These will reflect each
country's priorities and needs, but
could include measures such as
composting, using renewable en-
ergy for poultry incubators, driers
and pumps, and reducing the de-
pendence on rainwater for drink-
ing and agriculture by installing sus-
tainable water supply infrastruc-
ture. The project will also revive
continue .......... 35 pages
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