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IFAD acts to increase concessional blended
financing investments in rural economies

15 January 2024

Andrew Esiebo/Panos

Rome, 15 January 2024 - As glo-
bal leaders gather at the World
Economic Forum in Davos to dis-
cuss financing today's global chal-

fore it is too late. Private sector
investments, know how, access to
markets and available technologies
are absolutely essential to trans-
form rural economies and they are
a lifeline to small-scale food pro-

lenges, the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)
is accelerating its efforts to cata-
lyse increased private sector in-
vestments in rural and agricultural
development. This coincides with
IFAD's formal inclusion in the De-
velopment Finance Institutions
(DFI) Enhanced Blended
Concessional Finance working
group.

The working group operates as a
collaborative platform to address
global challenges and leverage, in
arigorous and transparent manner,
concessional blended finance to
stimulate investment in sustainable
development. [IFAD's membership
acceptance into the working group
and its adherence to the DFI En-
hanced Blended Concessional Fi-
nance Principles for Private Sec-
tor Projects aligns the institution
with all DFIs and Multilateral De-
velopment Banks (MDBs) provid-
ing concessional blended finance.
"We must accelerate our engage-
ment with the private sector if we
truly aim to end hunger and pov-
erty and tackle climate change be-

ducers on the frontline of the cli-
mate and food crises," said Alvaro
Lario, President of IFAD while in
Davos.

"IFAD is stepping up action to pro-
vide more concessional blended fi-
nancing to buffer risk and encour-
age vital private investments."
The strategic deployment of
blended finance emerges as a cor-
nerstone of [FAD's approach, stra-
tegically leveraging development
finance to mitigate risks and stimu-
late investments, particularly from
the private sector, that might oth-
erwise falter on purely commercial
terms.

Last month, IFAD Member States
endorsed a roadmap for IFAD
13th replenishment cycle (2025-
2027) with arenewed ambition to
scale up private sector investments
through IFAD's Private Sector Fi-
nancing Programme (PSFP) to
essential private stakeholders in
rural areas including farmers or-
ganizations and cooperatives,
small- and medium size enterprises
and agrobusinesses, and financial
institutions that serve small-scale

farmers and rural poor.

Since 2021, the programme was
largely funded by earmarked do-
nor contributions that comple-
mented a US$25 million of seed
funding provided by IFAD. Going
forward, IFAD intends to signifi-
cantly step-up its own direct fi-
nancing of private sector opera-
tions, with a planned investment of
over US$100 million from its bal-
ance sheet under the PSFP during
2025-2027. While additional do-
nor contributions will remain im-
portant, particularly for blending,
this shift is meant to better lever-
age IFAD's own financial capacity
and help the PSFP catalyze up to
US$500 million of private sector
investment to small scale produc-
ers and poor rural households.
The PSFP provides funding
through three types of instruments:
debt including loans to rural SMEs,
value chain actors and coopera-
tives and lines of credit to local fi-
nancial institutions; risk sharing fa-
cilities and guarantees; and equity.
The overarching objectives of the
PSFP are job creation and eco-
nomic inclusion of youth, women's
empowerment and promotion of
climate adaptation and mitigation.
A new PSFP operation is being
approved with IFAD providing
US$2.5 million to Hamkorbank, a
leading commercial bank to sup-
port micro-loans available to dairy
and horticulture producers in
Uzbekistan.

Since its launch in 2021, the PSFP
has financed US$33 million to fund
eight operations and attracted
US$155 million in cofinancing,
benefitting up to 500,000 people.
Using the PSFP, IFAD is also lead-
ing the development of and sup-
porting large-scale investment plat-
forms, like the US$200 million Af-
rica Rural Climate Adaptation Fi-
nance Mechanism (ARCAFIM)
launched last December at COP28
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in collaboration with Equity Bank
and several funding partners includ-
ing Denmark, Finland, the Green
Climate Fund and the Nordic De-
velopment Fund. ARCAFIM re-
lies on a blended finance structure,
among others, to incentivize private
sector investment into climate ad-
aptation for small-scale producers.
It blends donor resources with
commercial funds from Equity
Bank and is available in Kenya,
Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda.
Today, more than 3.1 billion peo-
ple are unable to afford a healthy
diet, and more than one child in five
is stunted. As climate change ac-
celerates and the global food cri-
sis continues, IFAD is making
every effort to find innovative so-
lutions to finance and support ru-
ral populations' climate adaption
and the fight against growing hun-
ger and inequalities.

Note to editors: Concessional
blended finance is the strategic use
of development finance to mitigate
risks and stimulate investments
(most often from private sector
actors who could otherwise not
proceed on purely commercial
terms).

The IFAD13 replenishment report,
which sets a roadmap for IFAD's
work in 2025-2027, will be sub-
mitted for formal approval by
IFAD's Governing Council in Feb-
ruary 2024. The report was final-
ized during the fourth [IFAD13 re-
plenishment consultation in Paris in
December 2023.

For more information on IFAD
PSFPIFAD new investment pro-
gramme to boost private funding
of rural businesses and small-scale
farmers, IFAD €3.5 million loan to
promote women-led agribusiness
in Madagascar and support small-
scale farmers

IFAD loan to help mitigate impact
of crises on small-scale producers
and the underserved in Mozam-

bique.
Press release No.:
IFAD/05/2024

Why aid trucks takin hu-
manitarian gear and food
into Gaza face long waits

25 January 2024, Suzanne
FentonEmergencies Supply Chain
Palestine Israel Egypt

Truckers wait for passage into
Gaza at Rafah.

Colleagues tell us Hepatitis A is the
number one disease in Gaza.
Diarrhoeal illness is also rife due

reveals a cubbyhole packed with
refreshments on the side of his
truck at the Rafah crossing on
Egypt's border with Gaza.

There are now only two border
crossings into Gaza open, both on
the Egyptian side. Lengthy checks

to the lack of any kind of sanita-
tion. People - babies, children,
pregnant women - are forced to
drink dirty water or collect
seawater and purify it as best they
can, usually by boiling it.

I'think of my own children and the
efforts all parents go to, making
sure everything is clean and steri-
lized. I think of the pregnant
women and mothers surviving in
Gaza and their children who must
wonder how the world can be this
cruel.

There is plenty of time to think in
the relative comfort of where [ am
- on a coastal road, on a seven-
hour journey with a UN convoy of
12 vehicles across North Sinai
from Cairo to Al Arish, a 40-minute
drive from Rafah - and one of the
only two entry points for assistance
into the south of the Strip.

In December, WFP reached
nearly 1 million people through this
border but it's nowhere near
enough.

Mahmood Salam, a WFP driver,

on the Gaza side have created bot-
tlenecks as truck drivers patiently
endure plummeting temperatures
and boredom for days on end as
they wait for the green light from
the authorities to cross over.
Opening Ashdod port in Israel,
roughly 40km from the border with
northern Gaza, would enable sig-
nificantly larger quantities of assist-
ance to be shipped in and trucked
directly into the north, which few
convoys have managed to reach.
But there is no sign of that hap-
pening any time soon.

Children take fortified biscuits de-
livered by WFP at a makeshift
camp in southern Gaza.

As we arrive in Al Arish, the eerie
quiet of this sleepy town belies the
horrors that lie a mere 50km ahead.
Everyone is grimly aware we have
just passed 100 days of conflict.
After checking in at a hotel used
as abase by UN agencies - desks
replacing beds - we go to a ware-
house managed by the Egyptian
Red Crescent where WFP's set up
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four inflatable containers.

WEP staff inspect one of the ware-
house units housing inflatable con-
tainers.

There are six more mobile storage
units in another warehouse over the
road. One is for temperature-sen-
sitive items - medicine, vaccines,
insulin. The others store items re-
jected by Israeli authorities on the
other side because they are
deemed to be 'dual use': genera-
tors, crutches, field hospital kits,
inflatable water tanks, wooden
boxes of children's toys and, per-
haps most depressingly, 600 oxy-
gen tanks.

Suzanne Fenton with a Logistics
Cluster colleague at the Egyptian
Red Crescent storage depot at Al
Arish in Egypt.

After the last meeting of the day,
colleagues and I sit in the freezing
air with glasses of hot sweet tea,
listening to the waves crashing. It
is hard to comprehend that just one
hour away, Gazans are living in hell
watching the same sea, under the
same sky.

Early the next morning, 120 trucks
- including 73 WFP trucks carry-
ing 2,190 metric tons of food - are
ready to pass through the Rafah
border crossing. This is significant.
Two weeks ago, only 60 to 80
vehicles were getting through. The
increase - a huge boost to the lo-
gistics of the entire humanitarian
operation - is thanks to a new in-
spection point just 3km from the
Rafah border. Everything that
crosses undergoes extensive
checks.

Stringent checks are creating a
bottleneck, with many goods
trucks are carrying turned back.
Photo: WFP/Tarek Jacob

In the narrow lanes that have
formed between the lines of trucks,
drivers are readying to go. Some
are praying on mats on the ground,
some are chatting, their voices quiet
with tiredness. Many are folding
away thick blankets from a tenth
consecutive night sleeping in their

cabs under black skies bright with
stars.

A meal is prepared in a makeshift
shelter in southern Gaza-WFP
keen is keen to secure access to
the north too.

The needs in Gaza are beyond
enormous, and the number of peo-
ple needing assistance - in every
conceivable form - increases by the
day. The entire population is
acutely food insecure. More than
a quarter of them - halfa million
people - are at IPCS5, the most
extreme stage of hunger. They are
starving.

It is strange to stand here and look
at this place which has dominated
the headlines in recent months. |
hear the familiar sound of fighter
jets above us. Our driver tells us it
is common to hear shelling here
and has heard it himself.

Itisaperfect illustration of how tiny
Gaza is - Khan Younis is just 25
minutes from here. Twenty-five

minutes from an emergency unlike
any other, from staggering loss of
life and violence and livestreamed
scenes of indescribable horror.
The aid vehicles are within earshot
of bombardments across the bor-
der.

All T can think about is the sheer
volume of food - more than 21,000
metric tons - already in WFP ware-
houses, in Port Said and on trucks
ready to go to the 2.2 million peo-
ple living in harrowing conditions.
It is frustrating and upsetting.

The food is here. We would be able
to get more in if there were more
border crossings. I feel like
screaming it across the border so
everyone in Gaza knows we are
here, we are ready.

But between truckloads of food
and the millions of desperate peo-
ple on the other side is a 12km,
sand-brown wall held firm by bu-
reaucracy and politics. Behind me
a truck door slams and an engine
revs to life.
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Creating alternatives to
migration in rural Nepal

18/12/2023

It was 2022, and Bipana
Bishwakarma's husband, Bishal,
had recently lost his job working in
an aluminium factory in Malaysia
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

ST ——

P

While he looked for work, first re-
turning to their village and then go-
ing back to Malaysia, Bipana
started contemplating ways that she
too could financially support her
family in her district of Rautahat,
which lies 180 kilometres southeast
of the capital, Kathmandu.

It was pigs that provided this un-
expected boost for the family's eco-
nomic security and for Bipana's
personal and professional growth.

When Bipana heard about the
training in pig rearing organized by
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO)
in anearby town, something caught
her imagination, even though she
had never worked with pigs before.

Demand for pork in the country is
growing and the sector therefore
has good potential, though tradition-
ally, some communities in Nepal
avoided eating the meat.

The training was part of FAO's sup-
port for rural women and youth in
communities from where many of
the men migrate in search of jobs.

A lack of opportunities in rural ar-

eas leads many to migrate. Cur-
rently, nearly 3.7 million Nepalis
work abroad.

The aim of'the FAO project is to
help women and youth in these ru-
ral areas start their own
agri-businesses by providing them
yos training in
farming
and entre-
preneurial
skills and
facilitating
access to
markets

| Bipana
& jumped at
% the oppor-
tunity to
forge a new livelihood. "I wanted
to do something to support my
family's income and be economi-
cally independent," Bipana says.
Bipana was one of 327 women
and youth in Rautahat who partici-
pated in the training. With no prior
knowledge in this field, she learned
about pig species, the construction
of pig sheds, feeding for pigs and
remedies for possible diseases.
She also learned how to run a busi-
ness and acquired networking and
social marketing skills.
After the training, the project pro-
vided Bipana with three piglets and
other support to set up the busi-
ness, including feed to get started,
medicines and vaccines. She was
also encouraged to add ten addi-
tional piglets using her own re-
sources to get the enterprise roll-
ing,
Purndev Chaudhary first worked
in Malaysia's garment industry but
after returning home he enrolled in
the FAO pig rearing course to start
his own business.
Purndev Chaudhary, who comes

from the same area, also decided
to sign up for the FAO pig rearing
course. He had spent two spells
working in the garment industry in
Malaysia with an unsuccessful
farming venture in between. He
had eventually decided to return
home because of the poor pay,
long hours and the challenge of
communicating in a foreign lan-
guage.

Like Bipana, Purndev was pro-
vided with a few piglets and other
inputs. The training taught him
knowledge and skills in sustainable
pig farming and how to make ita
profitable and thriving business. He
has since invested some of his prof-
its to build more pig sheds and
even started to keep ducks to di-
versify his livelihood.

Purndev is also now training young
people in his village in pig farming,
and he has plans to build a system
to convert pig manure into biogas
fuel for cooking. With two young
children sitting in his lap and anew-
born in his wife's arms Purndev
says, "I can't thank FAO enough
for giving me this opportunity. [Inow
have everything I need. I could
build a family. I can feed my kids,
and I have a business that I like in
my home district."

For her part, Bipana is taking a
veterinary technician course. Her
eyes sparkle when she says that
she wants to provide veterinary
services to pigs not only in her own
farm, but in the whole village, say-
ing she wants to "contribute to
shaping the society by sharing my
knowledge with others."
Together with the determination
and hard work of people like
Bipana and Purndev, FAO is help-
ing local communities in Rautahat
and other parts of Nepal to create
more opportunities and build live-
lihoods right at home, making mi-
gration a choice and not a neces-

sity.
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Rice to the rescue: A WFP roject chang;s
lives and diets in flood-hit South Sudan

Reaching hundreds of families in
two South Sudanese states, the
initiative is part of a broader bid to
build resilience to a growing climate
crisis

8 January 2024, Musa
MahadiClimate Smallholder Farm-
ers Resilience Conflicts South Su-
dan.

Nyandeng Noon removes husks
from her rice harvest before cook-

ing it for her children. Photo:
WFP/Musa Mahadi

It is midday in Halbul, in northern
South Sudan, and farmer
Nyandeng Noon Agany is visibly
exhausted as she walks home in
the harsh dry season heat, after
spending hours harvesting rice.
Noon's six children are taking shel-
ter from the searing sun under the
porch of their home - a simple
structure of wooden poles, a
thatched roof and papyrus walls -
eagerly awaiting their mother's ar-
rival.

"Life was really tough not so long
ago," reflects the 36-year-old
mother as she removes a sack of
unprocessed rice off her head. "I
was surviving by cultivating peo-
ples' gardens and making what
money or food I could."

But the rice she begins to de-husk
as she prepares lunch for her chil-
dren has proved a windfall. Since
joining a rice-growing scheme,

supported by the World Food
Programme (WFP), Noon and her
children have been eating three
meals daily with enough leftover
rice to sell for income.

Rice is not part of traditional eat-
ing habits in Halbul, located in
Northern Bahr El Gazal state, some
800 km north of the capital, Juba.
Here and across much of South
Sudan, sorghum has been the sta-

ple food.

Women in Halbul village harvest
rice, which is fast growing in popu-
larity in flood-hit parts of South
Sudan.

But rice is fast growing in popular-
ity, partly due to its versatility - but
especially out of necessity. With the
climate crisis unleashing extreme
weather, particularly flooding in the
region, cultivating sorghum and
other customary crops is becom-
ing near impossible, pushing fami-
lies perilously close to hunger and
despair.

"Our crops were affected by
floods, and our land had become
infertile," Noon says.

On climate's frontlines

According to the United Nations
Environment Programme, South
Sudan is among the five most cli-
mate-vulnerable countries in the
world, with decreasing rainfall in
recent decades threatening the vast
majority of families relying on ag-

riculture and livestock to survive.
At the same time, flooding in
swathes of the country, including
Halbul village, has also decimated
livelihoods and displaced hundreds
of thousands of people. Both ex-
treme weather patterns and histori-
cally low agricultural production
due to longstanding conflict and
underdevelopment underscore the
importance of scaling up climate
actions that build community resil-
ience.

"We are witnessing climate ex-
tremes that are resulting in in-
creased food insecurity, alongside
conflict and significant economic
shocks," says Mary-Ellen
McGroarty, WFP Representative
and Country Director in South
Sudan.

"Humanitarian needs are outpacing
resources," she adds, "and we re-
ally need sustained government in-
vestment in infrastructure and so-
cial services to help communities
adapt and thrive in the face of more
frequent climatic shocks and a new
climate reality."

Climate shocks can also push peo-
ple to adopt harmful strategies to
survive - such as producing char-
coal and picking wild foods. Both
can increase deforestation and en-
vironmental degradation, along
with protection risks for women
and children when they venture out
to collect wood or food.

Record floods in recent years have
forced women to harvest water lily
bulbs in South Sudan's Unity State
- which their families eat when food
is scarce.

South Sudan's climate crisis has
deepened the country's ongoing
hunger crisis. The East African na-
tion proportionally has the world's
highest number of hungry people,
at 56 percent. Two-thirds of its
population face extreme hunger,
with some 43,000 experiencing
catastrophic hunger levels.
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Yet a funding shortfall means WFP
can only provide half-rations to
South Sudan's hungriest people -
and prioritize those facing the high-
est levels of food insecurity. This
year's funding outlook is especially
grim. We need an additional
US$921 million through June to
keep life-saving assistance going
and to invest in long-term resil-
ience-building.

Building resilience - and peace
The payoffs of such investments
can be seen in WFP's rice-grow-
ing scheme on low-lying, flood-
prone farmland, which Noon
joined two years ago. It aims to
support communities in improving
food security, restoring livelihoods,
strengthening resilience to shocks,
and building self-reliance - while
also contributing to peace.
Through the programme, commu-
nities are trained to plant, manage
and harvest rice, a water-loving
crop that thrives in flooded areas.
Supported by the United King-
dom, the project and similar ones
have reached some 1,200 families
in Northern Bahr El Gazal and
neighbouring Warrap states.
Noon's children tuck into the rice
she has harvested from the WFP
resilience-building project.
Around Halbul, Noon counts
among 100 participants who have
just harvested 45,000 kilograms of
rice from a 25-hectare field -
enough to sustain their families for
the year.

Daniel Deng Yual, a 60-year-old
father of six, is also celebrating the
bumper harvest. He joined the
project in 2020, at the height of
devastating floods that swept
across the country, uprooting and
otherwise affecting nearly 900,000
people.

"Before enrolling on this project, I
survived by collecting and selling
firewood; I could barely afford to
feed my family," says Deng, filling
some rice into a sack. "I can now
afford three meals at home and

meet my other needs."

"We have effective and scalable
solutions to help food insecure
people to prepare for, respond to
and recover from climate shocks
and stresses," says WFP's
McGroarty. "With more funding,

we plan to enhance the capacities
of food-insecure communities and
the Government of South Sudan,
to allow them to prepare for, re-
spond to, and recover from climate
shocks and slow-onset climate
change."
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V-ice-President calls for strong leadershil;

20 January 2024

Rome/Berlin, 20 January 2024 -
As the climate crisis intensifies and
multiple conflicts increase global
instability, visionary and committed
political leadership is more crucial
than ever to address the root
causes of hunger, extreme poverty,
and inequitable food systems,
warned Gérardine Mukeshimana,
Vice-President of the UN's Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural De-

velopment (IFAD), at the Berlin
Agriculture's Ministers Conference
of the 16th Global Forum for Food
and Agriculture (GFFA) today.
"In a year where close to half of
the world's population will go to
polls, it is essential not to lose fo-
cus on medium-term investment,"
said Mukeshimana. "We must not
letincreased humanitarian demands
and short-term election goals de-
rail efforts to build resilient, sustain-
able, and equitable food systems.
These systems are essential in
helping to adapt to global crises
due to the scale of synergies that
can take effect."

In acommuniqué issued earlier to-
day, the CFFA emphasized that
"multiple and compounding crises
require our agriculture and food
systems to be fit for the future in
order to realise the human right to
adequate food." The text also rec-

ognizes "the pressing need" for
"transforming agriculture and food
systems to ensure food and nutri-
tion security, alleviate poverty, pro-
mote stability and stimulate eco-
nomic growth."

Food systems, which cover all as-
pects of food production, from
growing to eating food, and their
interconnectedness with the envi-
ronment and human well-being,
have not managed to make nutri-
tious diets ac-
cessible or af-
fordable for all.
In 2021, over 3
billion people in
the world
couldn't afford a
healthy diet.
Food systems
are currently re-
sponsible for
one-third of
greenhouse gas
emissions, 80%
of biodiversity
loss and 70% of freshwater con-
sumption.

"To seize the huge opportunity that
food systems transformation
presents, we need to invest in the
hundreds of millions of small-scale
farmers, who produce one third of
the world's food and up to 70% of
the food in low and middle-income
countries. This is the only pathto a
food-secure and stable future, as
well as the most cost-effective by
far," said Mukeshimana, a former
Rwandan Minister for Agriculture
and Animal Resources.

The cost of inaction for the people
and the planet is estimated at
US$12 trillion a year in environ-
mental, social, and economic dam-
age to communities, families, live-
lihoods and lives. This is signifi-
cantly higher than the cost of ac-
tion, calculated to be between
US$300 and US$400 billion per

year of additional investment, rep-
resenting less than 0.5% of the glo-
bal GDP. Additionally, transform-
ing food systems can help the world
unlock US$4.5 trillion in new busi-
ness opportunities every year.
Mukeshimana also highlighted that
investing in medium to long-term
rural development has proved to
be a more efficient and empower-
ing way to support poor rural
populations. For every dollar in-
vested in developing the resilience
of rural people so that they can
endure and cope with crises and
extreme weather events, up to
US$10 can be saved in relief as-
sistance in the future.

"Investing in resilience is as urgent
as addressing humanitarian needs.
In the long run building resilience
will save more lives and improve
more livelihoods, and it is a sus-
tainable solution. We count on
Germany's support to continue
showing their leadership and com-
mitment to reducing hunger and
poverty and increase resilience in
rural areas," said Mukeshimana.
IFAD, the only UN body that in-
vests in rural areas exclusively, is
currently in the final stages of its
13th Replenishment of core re-
sources, which was launched last
February. The UN Fund wants to
mobilize US$2 billion in new fund-
ing to support a US$10 billion
three-year programme of work
(2025-2027) and impact over 100
million rural people over the three
years. Though last year's round of
consultations culminated in a
pledging session in Paris in Decem-
ber where a total of 48 countries
committed a record-breaking
US$1.076 billion, IFAD is expect-
ing a number of Member States to
pledge in the coming months.
IFAD's resources are replenished
every three years by Member
States
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-Salt worker, caretaker and ﬁsherwoma;l

21/12/2023

On a largely barren piece of land
in Puttalam, Susila Kanthi's house
borders an extensive salt produc-
tion factory on one side and vast
lagoon on the other. Every Satur-
day evening, Kanthi gathers her net
and oar and sets out to fish on the
Puttalam lagoon. She returns home
only the next morning, hauling her
catch from the night.

In the fishing trade for nearly 27
years, Kanthi, now 57 years old,
is still one of the few active
fisherwomen working in one of Sri
Lanka's biggest fishing districts. As
it requires a lot of time away from
the home and family, fishing was
traditionally viewed as a man's job.
"Tam the only woman engaged in
the fishing industry in Palaviya.
There are other women who can
drive boats, but they do not go fish-
ing," says Kanthi.

Kanthi first became involved in
fishing with her husband. He was
an amputee and required support
to fish.

"Tused to go fishing when my hus-
band was alive and was trained by
him, so I continued the trade."
When her husband passed away
five years ago, Kanthi became the
main breadwinner of her family,
supporting her bedridden mother,
daughter, granddaughter, grandson
and son-in-law, who is also a fish-
erman but whose income alone
can't sustain the family.

To attend to her mother's rising
medical expenses, Kanthi took up
work at a prominent saltern near
her home. With vast salt fields in
her own backyard, she is no
stranger to the workings of the salt
industry. Kanthi's main role is to
maintain the salt pans and harvest
the crystals as they form.

Her real passion, however, is fish-
ing. Kanthi is most proud of her
hard-earned skills and experience
as a fisherwoman.

"Tlike this livelihood. If not for my

mother's expenses, my earnings
from fishing would be enough," she
says.

Kanthi works two jobs whilst be-
ing a primary caregiver, but when
the economic crisis hit the country,
her livelihood nearly vanished, and
she was left with almost no in-

come.
In the wake of the COVID-19

pandemic and related lockdowns,
Sri Lanka slipped into a socio-eco-
nomic crisis that threatened the
food security of 6.3 million of its
people and the livelihoods of vul-
nerable farmers and fishers across
the country. By 2022, the crisis had
severely affected the livelihoods of
those engaged in the fishing trade
and Kanthi was no exception. The
widespread fuel shortages and in-
creased cost of fuel and fishing
nets made it uneconomical to fish.
"During those six months, there
was no way to engage in fishing,
and there were times that we had
only one meal," Kanthi relates.

The saltern she worked at also
halted operations due to the short-
ages of fuel, gas and electricity
leaving her with little to no income.
During this period the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), with fund-
ing from United Kingdom's For-
eign, Commonwealth and Devel-
opment Office (FCDO), provided
emergency cash assistance to over

5000 small-scale fishers in nine of
the most impoverished fisheries
districts. Kanthi received three
cash transfers during this challeng-
ing period. She used the funds to
fulfil her day-to-day household
needs as well as cover her moth-
er's medical expenses.

These emergency cash transfers
were a lifeline when her round the

clock work and two jobs stopped
providing her the income she and
her family needed to get by.

"My mother is a great example for
other women," says Kanthi's 26-
year-old daughter, Malithi. "She is
stronger than most people. It was
she who worked day and night
when we were young to fulfil all our
needs."While cash transfers
helped address their most press-
ing needs, promoting gender equal-
ity in order to reduce the inordi-
nate work burden on women is also
one of FAQO's larger aims.

In Sri Lanka, the economic crisis
left many without jobs and a source
of income.

Today, Kanthi is back to her regu-
lar routine. The saltern she works
atis operating regularly again, and
the price of fuel and other essen-
tials, although still higher than pre-
crisis levels, have stabilised. Her
days now consist of hours spent
on the Puttalam waters, produc-
tion work at the saltern and caring
for her tight-knit family.
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"The FAO Council Chairperson who
revolutionized the geopolitics of hunger

More than 70 years later, Josué de
Castro's view of a world without
hunger still holds strong

Josué de Castro and his book, The
Geopolitics of Hunger, would
change world views on hunger and
influence global food policies to this
day. De Castro served as the In-
dependent Chairperson of the
FAO Council from 1951 to 1955.
08/12/2023

Imagine a world with two-thirds of
its population living in a state of
hunger, while some farmers receive
money to destroy their crops dur-
ing bumper harvests. In this world,
the prevailing view is that chronic

hunger is either inevitable - the re-
sult of unfavourable natural condi-
tions - or a consequence of over-
population. Thomas Malthus's
1798 An Essay on the Principle of
Population, which posited that
continued population growth nec-
essarily leads to poverty and hun-
ger, still dominates the intellectual
landscape.

This is the world that Josué¢ de
Castro inhabited when he pub-
lished his seminal book on hunger
in Brazil, The Geography of Hun-
ger, in 1946. A follow-up book,
entitled the Geopolitics of Hunger,
was translated into dozens of lan-
guages and would go on to influ-

published his seminal book
on hunger in Brazil, The Ge-
ography of Hunger, in 1946.
De Castro argued that hun-
ger is a human-made phe

der dur control.

ence global food policies to this
day.

Having observed hunger first hand
by touring the slums of his native
Brazil, de Castro turned conven-

tional knowledge on its head. As
one book reviewer put it when this
work was published in New York
in the early 1950s, de Castro
made "the startling claim that mal-
nutrition, rather than being the re-
sult of overpopulation, is the cause
ofit."

His book argued that hunger could
not be a product of overpopula-
tion since such a phenomenon had
already existed on a massive scale
before the demographic explosion
of the early 20th century. Instead,
de Castro realized that hunger is a
human-made phenomenon, and
therefore under our control.

This Copernican revolution would

help earn him the presiding seat of
the Council of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the executive gov-
erning body that oversees FAO's
programme of work and budget.
De Castro was elected Independ-
ent Chairperson of the Council in
December 1951 and presided over
a full session of the Council in June
1952 over 70 years ago. This year
marks 50 years since his death.
"As we commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the death of this pio-
neer, let us be reminded that the
challenges of hunger and malnutri-
tion he advocated for during his
lifetime, need to be addressed now
during our lifetime, more than ever
before in our history," said FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu.
De Castro argued that hunger is a
human-made phenomenon and
therefore under our control. These
thoughts lay the foundations for
much of FAO and the global com-
munity's work on eliminating hun-
ger. De Castro's ideas, thoughts
and leadership in this position
would also lay the foundations for
the Fome Zero (Zero Hunger) pro-
gramme, which was successfully
implemented in Brazil in the early
2000s.

"The main contribution of Josué de
Castro was to say that hunger was
not a natural issue, but a human-
made issue," said José Graziano
da Silva, a former FAO Director-
General who had previously
played a keyrole in implementing
the Fome Zero programme in Bra-
zil. He points to de Castro's first
article, penned in 1935, in which
he argued that the problem in Bra-
zil was "not the lack of food avail-
able, but the lack of money to buy
lt,”

"Did his ideas help save millions of
lives over the years? I believe so,
yes," Graziano da Silva said.
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Mangroves University

De Castro was born into a mid-
dle-class family from Recife,
Pernambuco in northeastern Bra-
zil, on 5 September 1908. He stud-
ied medicine at the National Fac-
ulty of Medicine of Brazil in Rio
de Janeiro and then returned to his
hometown to become a professor
of physiology at the Recife Fac-
ulty of Medicine.

It was while researching food and
housing conditions in the working-
class neighbourhoods of the
Pernambuco capital that he con-
cluded that famine was a social
catastrophe resulting from existing
economic and social structures.
As he put it: "It was not at
Sorbonne, or any other knowl-
edgeable university, that I became
aware of the phenomenon of hun-
ger. It revealed itself before my
eyes in the mangroves of
Capibaribe, in the miserable neigh-
bourhoods of Recife: Afogados,
Pina, Santo Amaro, I1ha do Leite.
This was my university, my
Sorbonne."

In 1935, de Castro moved to Rio
de Janeiro, where he taught an-
thropology and started a career in
public service that would eventu-
ally see his activism against hunger
manifest itself as a member of the
Brazilian parliament and as a rec-
ognized diplomat on the interna-
tional stage.

His book, The Geopolitics of Hun-
ger argued that hunger was the
consequence of distortions created
by an economic development
model that exploited the poor, ef-
fectively excluding them from en-
joying its benefits. His work earned
him a Franklin D. Roosevelt Foun-
dation Award and the International
Peace Prize. He was also nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace prize
on several occasions.

De Castro would die in Paris, aged
65,in 1973.

De Castro warned that access and
distribution were two of the major

challenges in solving global hunger.
Today, FAO is continuing this drive
to make agrifood systems more
inclusive, efficient, resilient and sus-
tainable, particularly in the face of
a growing climate crisis. OFAO
De Castro's FAO legacy

As Independent Chairperson of
the FAO Council, de Castro
guided Representatives of FAO
Members to discuss not only the
availability of food, but also access
to it. In one of the sessions, the
Council voiced "disappointment
with the slow progress in drawing
up national development plans for
agriculture and in embarking upon
projects designed to narrow the
gap between the world's demand
for food and available supplies."
Nowadays, FAO focuses on mak-
ing agrifood systems more efficient,
inclusive, resilient and sustainable,
leaving no one behind, in the face
of a growing climate crisis.

These are issues that de Castro
was familiar with already more than
70 years ago.

As the man himself put it in his
1952 speech to the Council, "The
purpose of the FAO is to fight
against the terrible erosion that hun-
ger is causing in the human race
and its civilization, an erosion that
threatens to blot from the earth all

the gigantic work of [hu]man."

At the December 2023 FAO
Council session, the 50-year anni-
versary of the death of de Castro
was commemorated with the
launch of'a book entitled Josué de
Castro and the Diplomacy of Hun-
ger, organized by Graziano da
Silva, Ambassador Carla Barroso
Carneiro, Brazil's Representative to
FAO, and Brazilian diplomat Saulo
Ceolin. This new book, produced
by the Alexandre de Gusmao
Foundation of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Brazil, proves that
de Castro's work continues to
serve as an important reference on
the socio-environmental impact of
hunger.

"It is indeed historical contributions
like this that inspired me to embark
on the project for a Global Food
and Agriculture Museum here at
FAO. While we need to look to
the future, guided by innovative and
forward-looking thinking, we
should also look back to our ori-
gins and to those dreams and as-
pirations of the women and men
who came before us who laid the
foundations for the current Organi-
zation we have today. One of these
men was Josué de Castro," said
Director-General Qu Dongyu to
the FAO Council.
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