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More sustainable, inclusive,
and resilient agrifood systems

How can FAO better support
countries in addressing governance
of agrifood systems transforma-
tion?

19/02/2024

Agrifood systems can play an im-
portant role in rescuing and accel-
erating progress towards the Sus-
tainable Development Goals

systems. The results emerging from
your submissions will contribute to
inform FAO's work with govern-
ments and other stakeholders re-
lated to policy, law and governance
for more inclusive, resilient and
sustainable agrifood systems.

To participate in the call for sub-
missions, click here.

If you want to dig deeper, browse

(SDGs). Sustainable and resilient
agrifood systems can positively in-
fluence the social, economic and
environmental dimensions of sus-
tainable development.

While there seems to be consen-
sus on the need to transform
agrifood systems to make them
more sustainable, resilient, inclusive
and equitable, a discussion around
policy, legal and governance re-
quirements and implications for
countries still needs to be better
articulated.

In such contexts, data, technology
and innovation can be a powerful
engine to transform agrifood sys-
tems, but only when they are ac-
companied by the right enabling
environment and governance sys-
tem.

The FSN Forum - FAO's open,
neutral platform for
multistakeholder dialogue - has
made available a space where you
can contribute by providing exam-
ples of governance-related meas-
ures and interventions that have a
transformative impact on agrifood

through the selection of titles be-
low.

Transforming Food and Agricul-
ture to Achieve the SDGs. 20 in-
terconnected actions to guide de-
cision-makers

This publication proposes twenty
interconnected actions to
strengthen food security, generate
decent employment, spur rural de-
velopment, conserve natural re-
sources and respond to climate
change, all part of the 2030
Agenda.

Transforming agri-food systems:
Legislative interventions for im-
proved nutrition and sustainability
This study illustrates the impor-
tance of a food systems approach
to guide countries in their legal in-
terventions to improve nutrition
and sustainability in food systems.
It provides examples of legal in-
struments, including constitutions
and framework laws, as well as
challenges to overcome, including
those that are environment- and
diet-related.

Focus on governance for more ef-

fective policy and technical sup-
port. Governance and policy sup-
port framework paper

This paper introduces an opera-
tional four-phased framework to
integrate governance analysis into
the formulation and implementation
of interventions. The four phases
are problem framing, institutional
analysis, political economy analy-
sis and priorities for action.
Agriculture and natural resources
governance ? Legal tools for inclu-
sive and sustainable transformation
This brief reviews several legal
tools and mechanisms for inclusive
and sustainable transformation, in-
cluding impact assessments, plan-
ning instruments, establishing
stakeholder participation bodies,
defining (and safeguarding) rights
of access to resources while con-
serving the resource base, and pro-
tecting labour rights.

FAOQ and the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. Achieving the 2030
Agenda through empowerment of
local communities

The SDGs belong to all of us. They
represent our best shot at a better
future for people and planet. But
amid resurgent conflict, climate
havoc, and social and health cri-
ses, we risk losing sight of them.
This publication shows how FAO
and partners continue to work to-
wards the achievement of the
SDGs, project by project, field by
field, and country by country.
From the Committee on Food Se-
curity (CFS)

CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Gen-
der Equality and Women's and
Girls' Empowerment in the context
of Food Security and Nutrition
These guidelines provide policy
guidance based on good practices
and lessons learned on gender
mainstreaming, gender-responsive
public policies, programmes and
innovative solutions. They address
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the root causes of gender inequali-
ties, including by promoting
impactful gender-responsive and
gender-sensitive approaches.
CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food
Systems and Nutrition (VGFSyN)
These guidelines promote policy
coherence and aim to reduce
policy fragmentation between sec-
tors that has an impact on food
systems and nutrition including
health, agriculture, education, en-
vironment, gender, social protec-
tion and trade. They also promote,
among other things, transparent
and accountable governance, sus-
tainable food supply chains,
broader access to healthy diets,
food safety, nutrition education,
gender equality, and resilient food
systems.

Times of crisis, times of change.
Science for accelerating transfor-
mations to sustainable develop-
ment.

This report provides a synthesis of
the key transformative shifts
needed across different entry
points, including food systems and
healthy nutrition, as well as a
framework for understanding how
those transformations may unfold
over time. It also presents exam-
ples and tools for fostering leader-
ship and enhancing human capaci-
ties to engage with the accelera-
tion mindset required to achieve
the SDGs.

Making food systems work for
people and planet UN Food Sys-
tems Summit +2. Report of the
Secretary-General

The preparations for the UN Food
Systems Summit +2 - Stocktak-
ing Moment in 2023 witnessed sig-
nificant global participation and
engagement, with 101 countries
submitting voluntary country re-
ports. These reports provided
insights into the progress and ef-
forts being made to transform food
systems worldwide. The analysis
ofthese inputs has informed this
report.

FAQO Calls Immediate Cessa-
tion of Hostilities and Resto-
ration of Humanitarian
Space to Eliminate the risk of

amine

Gaza: In a briefing to the UN Se-
curity Council, FAO calls for im-
mediate cessation of hostilities and
restoration of humanitarian space
to eliminate the risk of famine

Deputy Director-General Maurizio
Martina points out the catastrophic
damage induced by the conflict
across the entire food supply chain

FAO Deputy Director-General

High-Level Open Debate on the
Protection of Civilians in Armed
Conflict.

In this context, Martina called for
the cessation of hostilities and res-
toration of humanitarian space
throughout the Gaza Strip to de-
liver multisectoral humanitarian as-
sistance and restore basic services
to eliminate a risk of famine. This
includes immediately restoring

Maurizio Martina delivers remarks
at the United Nations Security
Council High-Level Open Debate
on the Protection of Civilians in
Armed Conflict.

27/02/2024

New York - The people of Gaza
are experiencing catastrophic lev-
els of conflict-induced food inse-
curity and a high risk of famine, and
that risk is increasing by the day,
Deputy Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)
Maurizio Martina said today at the
United Nations Security Council

cross-border water pipelines, re-
suming electricity distribution, and
restoring health facilities, water in-
frastructure, facilities for waste
management, food processing and
production, financial facilities, tel-
ecommunications, among others.
The FAO Deputy Director-Gen-
eral highlighted the need for reo-
pening border crossings, including
for commercial traffic. Essential
commodities must be allowed to
move into and throughout Gaza
without interruption or limitation, he
underscored.

"All parties must respect their ob-
ligations under international hu-
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G20: FAO Director-General Appeals for Peace,
Right to Food and Global Governance Reforms

G20: FAO Director-General ap-
peals for peace, right to food and
global governance reforms

QU Dongyu addresses Meeting of
G20 Foreign Affairs Ministers in
Brazil.

From left: Eduardo Paes, Mayor
of Rio de Janeiro; Mauro Vieira,
Brazil's Minister of Foreign Affairs;

F
-jl . . G20N/BRASIL 2

FAO Director' General QU
Dongyu.

22/02/2024

Rio de Janeiro - QU Dongyu, Di-
rector-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), appealed
for peace, recognition of the right
to food, and reform of multilateral
institutions as cardinal imperatives
during the G20 Foreign Affairs
Ministers Meeting held on
Wednesday and Thursday in Bra-
zl.

"FAO calls for the prioritization of
actions that promote food security
globally to achieve the Four Bet-
ters: better production, better nu-
trition, a better environment, and a
better life, leaving no one behind,"
Qu said at the first session focused
on the G20's role in dealing with
conflicts and ongoing international
tensions.

"We need a global governance sys-
tem that is fit for purpose, works
in an efficient, effective, and coher-
ent manner, is accountable to its

Ch features hunger; s+
tainable development ana
global governance as the
ke _priorities.

members, and fully aligned and
committed to achieve all the
SDGs," he said at the second ses-

erty it must prioritize people, while
also protecting the planet. Agrifood
systems are solutions based on sci-
ence and data."

The Meeting brought together the
foreign affairs ministers of countries
that together represent around 85
percent of global gross domestic
product, 75 percent of world trade
and around two-thirds of the
world's population. The FAO Di-
rector-General was joined at the
Meeting by the heads of other in-
ternational organizations including
the International Monetary Fund,
the World Bank, the World Health
Organization and the World Trade
Organization as well as UNESCO,
UNCTAD, the ILO and numerous
regional development banks.

The Meeting was the first major
event of Brazil's 2024 G20 presi-
dency, which features hunger, sus-
tainable development and global
governance as the key priorities.
President Lula da Silva of Brazil
has also set up a task force with
the intention of establishing a Glo-

bal Allience Against Hunger and
Poverty by the end of the year and
open to all countries, not just G20
members.

FAQ's Director-General praised
Brazil for leading that initiative.
FAO role and message

Rising food and energy prices in
the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, natural disasters, as well as
ongoing conflicts and wars and
asymmetrical fiscal and monetary
strains, impacted food security
beyond traditional hunger hotspots.
The FAO Director-General em-
phasized the importance of "in-
creased investment to transform
global agrifood systems to be more
efficient, more inclusive, more re-
silient and more sustainable," not-
ing that it will be critical to reduce
hunger and bring people out of
poverty as well as assure healthy
and nutritious foods for all.

He pointed to three main pathways
by which FAO supports and com-
plements the efforts of the broader
UN system: tackling acute hunger;
bolstering efficient agricultural mar-
kets; and increasing the resilience
of all Members and their
populations.

The food security work entails a
range of activities ranging from
FAOQ's hosting of the Integrated
Food Security Classification (IPC)
global support unit, which maps
emerging hunger crises around the
world, to taking an active role in
fostering the goals of the Black
Sea Grain Initiatige, which aimed
to mitigate conflict's impact on
large global trade flows.

The markets work is geared to in-
creasing production and price in-
formation and transparency and
includes hosting the Agricultural
Market Information System
(AMIS), which was established by
the G20 in 2011 and played an
important role in preventing exces-
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sive market volatility during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

FAO's work in increasing Mem-
bers' resilience to allow their com-
munities to prevent and cope with
crisis and shock is geared to the
most vulnerable people, including
women, youth, Indigenous Peoples
and rural farmers. "We need to cre-
ate opportunities for the poor to
increase their incomes and improve
their livelihoods," Qu said, adding
that digitalization and innovation as
well infrastructure and better edu-
cation and health services are all
priority investment areas.

The Director-General offered
FAOQ's full support of UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres's
call to overhaul and renew global
governance institutions in line with
"21st century economic and politi-
cal realities."

FAO, working as a professional
facilitator serving 194 Members, is
at the center of a global govern-
ance architecture for food security,
engaging the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
the World Food Programme
(WFP), the WHO and the WTO
along with a partnership of 60
years with the World Bank and
other international financial organi-
zations and multilateral develop-
ment institutions. The Director-
General highlighted that FAO of-
fers a unique platform for govern-
ments, academic institutions, civil
society, the private sector and
other key partners for exchange of
knowledge and dialogues

Qu pointed to the Global
Roadmap for Achieving SDG2
without breaching the 1.5C thresh-
old, which FAO launched at the
COP 28 climate summit late last
year. That roadmap can act as a
catalyst to guide financing for ac-
celerated climate actions to trans-
form agrifood systems and help
transformed agrifood systems
achieve "good and nutritious food
for all today and tomorrow," he
said..

manitarian and human rights law
and protect civilians and objects
indispensable for their survival. An
immediate ceasefire and peace are
a prerequisite for food security, and
the Right to Food is a basic human
right," Martina said.

People on the brink of famine :
According to the latest Integrated
Food Security Phase Classification
(IPC) analysis, the entire popula-
tion of about 2.2 million people in
the Gaza Strip is estimated to be
in Crisis or worse (IPC Phase 3
and above), the highest percent-
age of people experiencing such
acute food insecurity that the [PC

nificant decline in the health
and density of crops across
Gaza when compared to the
Rreceding six season

has ever classified for any given
area or country.

About 50 percent of the popula-
tion is projected to be in Emer-
gency (IPC Phase 4) and at least
one in four households (more than
half a million people) conserva-
tively assessed to now be in Cata-
strophic or famine like conditions
(IPC Phase 5).

Severe damage to agrifood sys-
tems

The FAO Deputy Director-Gen-
eral gave insights into the devas-
tating impact of the conflict on
agrifood systems in the Gaza Strip:
"Severe restrictions on fuel ship-
ments are crippling the functioning
of water infrastructure and
desalination plants, the production
and delivery of key food com-
modities, and the provision of elec-
tricity.

"Electricity blackouts are severely
disrupting agricultural activities,
food processing and distribution,
and water infrastructure. The sole

power plant in Gaza shut down
after running out of fuel on 11 Oc-
tober, while electricity supplies
from the Israeli authorities have
been cut off since 12 October. The
only electricity available in the Gaza
Strip comes from solar panels and
generators, for which there is little
available fuel.

"Shortages of safe water - needed
for food processing - persist. As
of late December, the water sup-
ply was at only 7 percent of pre-
October levels, with sources re-
stricted to water trucking, one
functional desalination plant, and
one of the three main water supply
lines. Around 97 percent of the
ground water in Gaza is reportedly
unfit for human consumption.
"The commercial sector has been
decimated due to the near com-
plete lack of imports of essential
items, including food, because of
the restrictions. The lack of imports
means that food stocks have been
rapidly depleted.

"Bakeries' capacity to produce
bread - a staple part of diets in
Gaza - has been seriously ham-
pered by direct damage, combined
with lack of electricity, fuel, water
and wheat.

"Before the current conflict, Gaza's
food production allowed self-suf-
ficiency in most fruits and vegeta-
bles; the conflict has severely dis-
rupted this.

"Satellite data analysis from De-
cember 2023 shows a significant
decline in the health and density of
crops across Gaza when com-
pared to the preceding six seasons,
linked directly to the conflict.

"As of 15 February 2024, over 46
percent of all cropland in the Gaza
Strip was assessed to be damaged.
Likewise, agricultural infrastructure
has been devastated, with the high-
est levels of destruction to animal
shelters, sheep farms, dairy farms,
home barns and broiler farms.
"The harvest of olives and citrus
fruits, which typically occurs
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IFAD Highlights the Transformative Power
of Innovation for Small-Scale Farmers

Member States, global leaders and
development and innovation ex-
perts gather in Rome to participate
in IFAD's 47th Governing Council

14 February 2024

Rome, 14 February 2024 - In the
face of rising hunger, economic
volatility, growing inequality and the
ravages of climate change, a quiet
revolution is underway fueled by
innovation and determination. For
small-scale farmers in some of the
most remote corners of the world,
innovation isn't just a buzzword it's
a lifeline with the potential to re-
shape the future of agriculture by
generating and scaling up new
ideas, new approaches and new
opportunities to sustainably over-
come the challenges they face on
a daily basis, according to Alvaro
Lario, President of the UN's In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD).

Speaking during the opening of
IFAD's 47th Governing Council in
Rome, which this year focuses on
the theme Innovation for a Food
Secure Future and the needs of
small-scale producers in develop-
ing countries, Lario stressed, "We
must never stop making an impact
for those who need it most, and
it's for that reason that we are con-
stantly innovating."

The IFAD President pointed out
that innovation is not always about
cutting-edge technologies, that it
can come in many forms and be
found in many places including in
rural communities and among
farmers and producers themselves.
"Many innovations are developed

in collaboration with the people we
work with on the ground. Agri-en-
trepreneurs in developing countries
are some of the most innovative and

The HFAD President poigted
ott that innovation is not d
ways about cutting-edge tech-
nologies, that it can come in
many forms and be found in
wany places including in
ralNcommunities

dynamic entrepreneurs in the
world. We don't bring innovations
to them - they bring innovations to
us," Lario told heads of state, gov-
ernment leaders and representa-
tives from IFAD's 178 Member
States.

Among those speaking at the
event, Bhaskar Chakravorti, Dean
of Global Business, The Fletcher
School, Tufts University, empha-
sized the significance of "small AL,"
citing a case study in Tanzania
where farmers uploading pictures
of pest-infected crops onto a spe-
cially developed app that provided
locally available treatments, saved
US$100 million in lost crops.
Across the country, the impact

amounted to US$25 billion in sav-
ings.

"When one thinks about invest-
ment, the amount of investment is
relatively low but the return is enor-
mous and the actions that need to
be taken are straightforward," he
said.

Speaking at a press event, Eliza-
beth Nsimadala, a farmer and
agripreneur from Uganda who is
also President of the Eastern Af-

rica Farmers Federation, reiterated
the importance of investment and
information.

"We lack solutions," she said. "The
small-scale farmer has to look up
to the sky and pray to god it's go-
ingtorain."

Some of the new ideas and ap-
proaches discussed during the
event were showcased at a Mar-
ketplace of Innovation which fea-
tured, for example, Al-powered
climate information systems that
keep farmers abreast of changing
weather patterns, and blockchain
and Web3 technology for digital
wallets that allow rural people to
easily receive and make digital pay-
ments.
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Solutions showcased at the mar-
ketplace aim to bring about broad
systemic change that will ultimately
help small-scale farmers increase
their production and livelihoods,
while building resilience to shocks
such as climate change, conflict
and economic instability. These
changes can have far-reaching im-
pacts since small-scale farmers
produce one-third of the world's
food, and up to 70 percent of food
in some developing countries.
IFAD has often been at the fore-
front of Al adoption. By using
Microsoft Al solutions, the UN
specialized agency built Omnidata,
a centralized analytics platform that
connects data, dashboards,
visualizations, and analytics pow-
ered by machine learning and Al
to address small-scale farmers'
needs through targeted invest-
ments.. IFAD and the Inter-
American Development Bank
Group (IDB Group) also an-
nounced that they are exploring a
collaboration to develop universal
digital wallets tailored to the needs
of small-scale farmers. The aim is
to roll-out the initiative globally,
accelerating the inclusion and re-
silience of rural people and vulner-
able groups.

Gender equality, essential to end
hunger and poverty

During the Governing Council,
IFAD recognized the most suc-
cessful projects driving gender
equality and women's empower-
ment in its funded projects. The
IFAD Gender Awards showcased
best practices developed in Bo-
livia, Cambodia, Ghana, Madagas-
car and Montenegro and empha-
sized [IFAD's commitment to driv-
ing positive change in rural com-

munities and economies.

IFAD's Gender Awards are rooted
in the beliefthat addressing the core
causes of gender inequality is cru-
cial to reducing hunger and pov-
erty. Closing the gender gap in farm
productivity and the wage gap in
agricultural employment could po-
tentially reduce global food inse-
curity by about 2 percentage points
and improve nutrition, livelihoods
and sustainable food systems.
Serbia becomes a Member State
of IFAD; Lithuania is endorsed
During the business items, the Gov-
erning Council members wel-
comed Serbia as a Member State.
Lithuania was also endorsed today
as a new Member State to join
IFAD however its membership
comes into effect upon the deposit
of their instrument of accession
with the UN Secretary General.
Ukraine was endorsed as a new
member of IFAD in the previous
Governing Council in February

2023 and welcomed as a Mem-
ber State. However, it has not be-
come a fully-fledged member as
they have yet to deposit their in-
strument of accession with the UN
Secretary-General.

Press release No.: [FAD/12/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.

A wide range of photographs and
broadcast-quality video content of
IFAD's work in rural communities
are available for download from
our Image Bank

around October-November and
provides an important source of
income, has been heavily impacted
by the hostilities across all of the
Gaza Strip.

"Lack of access to fodder and
damage from airstrikes have taken
a toll on livestock owners, with
many breeders reporting substan-
tial losses among their animals. By
the end of January 2024, all broiler
poultry are assumed to have been
slaughtered or died due to lack of
water and fodder. The mortality
rate of calves is assumed to be
between 50-65 percent and ap-
proximately 70 percent of beef
cattle and 50 percent of small ru-
minants are estimated to be dead.
"Gaza's sea fishing sector, an im-
portant source of nutrition and in-
come in Gaza, indirectly providing
livelihoods for over 100 000 peo-
ple, has come to a standstill, due

to destruction and damage to port
infrastructure and fishing equip-
ment, and complete restrictions on
access to the sea.

The meeting was called at the re-
quest of Guyana and Switzerland
after the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) circulated a white
note, dated 22 February, on food
insecurity in the Gaza Strip. The
note was sent to the Security Coun-
cil in accordance with resolution
2417 of 24 May 2018, which re-
quests the Secretary-General to
report swiftly when "the risk of
conflict-induced famine and wide-
spread food insecurity" occurs.
Other briefers included Ramesh
Rajasingham, Coordination Divi-
sion Director of OCHA; and Carl
Skau, Deputy Executive Director
and Chief Operating Officer of the
World Food Programme.
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il IFAD Member States Approve Am-

bitious $2 bn Plan to Reduce Hunger

15 February 2024

Rome, 15 February 2024 - As cli-
mate change, biodiversity loss,
economic uncertainties and grow-
ing instability take a strong toll on
rural communities and small-scale
farmers in many parts of the world,
particularly in the most fragile and
vulnerable places, the 178 Mem-
ber States of the International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) today adopted an ambi-
tious agenda to improve the pro-
duction, incomes, food security
and resilience of more than 100
million rural people over three
years.

Attending the second day of
IFAD's annual Governing Council
Meeting, government leaders
adopted a report and resolution for
the 13th replenishment of IFAD's
resources. So far, 68 Member
States have committed an unprec-
edented US$1.34 billion in support
of a three-year programme of
work (2025-2027). Pledges al-
ready exceed the total US$1.28
billion pledged for the 12th replen-
ishment of [FAD (2022-2024). In
the coming months, IFAD expects
more pledges as it works to mobi-
lize US$2 billion in new funding to
implement a US$10 billion pro-
gramme of work.

"Your investments will create jobs
and opportunities and increase re-
silience. [IFAD is an excellent and
very effective vehicle against food
insecurity, climate change and
biodiversity loss," said Alvaro
Lario, President of IFAD. "They
are fundamental investments in cre-
ating shared prosperity and resil-
ience in the world's most vulner-
able communities."

Lario encouraged Member States
who have not yet pledged to do
so in the coming months. "The con-
versation will continue. The mo-
mentum is there. This US$1.34

billion is record breaking but not
enough to achieve the target we
have," he further acknowledged.

Amongst the 68 Member States
who have pledged thus far in the
current replenishment cycle, 45
made their highest pledge ever and
14 of those pledges have increased
their commitment by more than 50
percent since the last pledging cy-
cle, showing their strong commit-
ment to the Fund, and need to step
up investments in rural develop-
ment to fight hunger and poverty.

To support small-scale farmers
and their efforts to build resilience
in the face of growing challenges,
the IFAD13 report and resolution

adopted by
three main priorities for the Fund:
IFAD will increase its focus on
fragile contexts, scale-up invest-
ments in biodiversity and climate
resilience for small-scale farmers,
and further leverage engagement
with the private sector. Priorities
have been determined based on a
year-long consultation process
with its Member States and
stakeholders and careful analysis
of today's multiples global crisis.

About 3.1 billion people, nearly
half of the global population, live
in the rural areas of developing
countries. These areas are home
to over 80 per cent of the world's

ing will not suffice to close the fi-

extreme poor.

Violent conflict has spiked dra-
matically in several regions. By
2030, almost 60 percent of the
world's poor will live in countries
classified as fragile or affected by
conflicts.

Climate change and biodiversity
extinction are accelerating, As glo-
bal temperatures continue to rise,
leading to worse living conditions
for millions of people worldwide,
the poorest are the most vulner-
able and will be the most severely
impacted. Today close to 700 mil-
lion people live in extreme poverty.
Official Development Assistance
and developing countries' financ-

nance gap for climate adaptation,
to end hunger and make food sys-
tems more sustainable, resilient
and equitable. Engagement and fi-
nancing from private sector
stakeholders ranging from global
investors to local small and medium
enterprises will be necessary. Es-
timates find that between US$33
and US$50 billion in additional fi-
nance per year until 2030 will be
needed to fight hunger globally.

The priorities and business model
for IFAD's 13th replenishment ben-
efited from insights from the Mul-
tilateral Organisation Performance
Assessment Network (MOPAN)
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with the aim to ensure a successful
implementation of IFAD's pro-
gramme of work from 2025-2027.
The MOPAN report on IFAD was
launched during the Governing
Council. Overall, MOPAN rated
IFAD as well-positioned and agile
to respond to critical global chal-
lenges and recognised its niche and
critical role in the global architec-
ture system.

Innovation driven by and for rural
people

Governors also immersed them-
selves in rural communities through
a virtual field trip to Ghana to dis-
cover how rural people manage
ecosystems, cope with climate
change and produce nutritious
foods in a challenging environment.
Kevin Perkins, Executive Director
of Farm Radio International and
Héléne Papper, Director for Glo-
bal Communications and Advo-
cacy at IFAD presented IFAD's
Rural Voices initiative and de-
scribed how radio can help put
rural people at the center of inno-
vations and capture the ideas of
those who may otherwise not have
been heard.

"AtIFAD, we see innovation as a
two-way process, a partnership
with rural people. We can use our
expertise to bring new innovations
to rural areas but, equally, rural
people can share their unique
knowledge and innovations with us
so we can better design projects
to serve their needs," said Papper
after the event.

Governors also heard the testi-
mony of food writer and chef
Sophie Grigson who cooked with
rural communities as part of
IFAD's Recipes for Change pro-
gramme.

Watch the event: Rural people in-
novating for a resilient future
Notes to editors:

In 2023, 735 million people suf-
fered from hunger, a 122 million
increase compared to pre-covid19
times. Trends are worrying as con-
flicts and climate change, the key

European Union
Boosting Food Security

29 February 2024

European Union funding boosts
food security and community re-
silience in Afghanistan, benefiting
over 300,000 people

KABUL - The United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP)
in Afghanistan welcomes a gener-
ous contribution of EUR 20.1 mil-
lion (US$21.4 million) from the
European Union. With this fund-
ing, WFP will be able to improve
household food security and com-
munity resilience for over 300,000
Afghans across 26 provinces, in-
cluding vulnerable displaced Af-

wzall

ghans who are resettling in certain
areas.

By developing small-scale infra-
structure like flood protection walls
and irrigation canals, the project
aims to safeguard local communi-
ties against the impacts of climate
change and natural disasters. The
EU-funded program will also as-
sist around 14,000 smallholder
farmers by equipping them with
essential tools, seeds, and training
to improve their harvests and mar-
ket access, ensuring that vulnerable
families can meet their nutritional
needs. Each construction project
will last for halfa year during which
all participants will receive either
food or cash to help cover their
families' monthly food needs.
"Supporting smallholder farmers
and helping them yield greater har-
vests can be lifesaving for families
who struggle to put food on the

table," said Raffaella Iodice, EU
Chargée d'Affaires a.i. to Afghani-
stan. "Partnering with the World
Food Programme, the European
Union has launched a program that
aims to ensure that communities
throughout the country are better
prepared and withstand the impact
of a changing climate."

"The climate crisis is no longer a
glimpse into the future but the re-
ality for communities across Af-
ghanistan where eight out of ten
people depend on income from ag-
riculture and climate shocks such
as drought, flooding and landslides
have amassive effect," said
I Mutinta Chimuka, WFP
@l Deputy Country Director
in Afghanistan. "We thank
the European Union for
being a steadfast partner
for WFP and supporting
our climate-sensitive pro-
grams improving resilience
of communities across the
country."

In 2023 alone, WFP supported
more than 750,000 people and
their families with emergency food
assistance and helped construct
community infrastructure including
nearly 30 kilometers of flood pro-
tection walls, approximately 50
kilometers of irrigation canals and
the rehabilitation of over 19
kilometers of roads. WFP's Food-
for-Assets activities have not only
addressed immediate hunger but
also laid the groundwork for build-
ing longer-term community resil-
ience.

Over the past five years, the Eu-
ropean Union has contributed
more than US$260 million towards
WEFP's programmes in Afghani-
stan, including emergency food
assistance, nutrition services, resil-
ience activities and keeping the
humanitarian air service UNHAS
operational.
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Wi‘P Deputy Chief Warns Security Counc-il
of Imminent Famine in Northern Gaza

28 February 2024

NEW YORK - The World Food
Programme Deputy Executive Di-
rector Carl Skau addressed the
United Nations Security Council on
Tuesday 27 February on the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza. He was
speaking at a High-Level Open
Debate on the Protection of Civil-

ians in Armed Conflict.
Here are his remarks, as delivered:
"As you have already heard, the
Famine Review Committee has
warned of a real prospect of fam-
ine by May, with over 500,000
people at risk if the threat is al-
lowed to materialize.

Even before October, two-thirds
of the people in Gaza were sup-
ported with food assistance. To-
day, food aid is required by almost
the entire population of 2.2 million
people. Gaza is seeing the worst
level of child malnutrition anywhere
in the world. One child in every six
under the age of two is acutely
malnourished.

The World Food Programme is
ready to swiftly expand and scale
up our operations if there is a
ceasefire agreement. But in the
meantime, the risk of famine is be-
ing fueled by the inability to bring
critical food supplies into Gaza in
sufficient quantities, and the almost
impossible operating conditions

faced by our staff on the ground.

Conditions in northern Gaza are
particularly dire. On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 18, we resumed deliveries to
the north for the first time in three
weeks. Our intention was to send
10 trucks per day, for seven days,
to address immediate needs, and
provide some reassurance to peo-

For this to happen, we need a
functioning operating environ-
ment for humanitarian staff. We
need the port of Ashdod and the
Karni crossing to be open, so we
can import food and other essen-
tial supplies swiftly and at scale.

ple living there that sufficient food
would be brought in.

However, on both February 18 and
19, our convoys faced significant
obstacles. There were delays at
checkpoints; they faced gunfire
and other violence; food was
looted along the way; and at their
destination they were over-
whelmed by desperately hungry
people.

As aresult, we have been forced
to pause deliveries of food to the
north until conditions are in place
that allow for safe distributions -
both for our staff, and for the peo-
ple receiving our assistance. This
is not a decision WFP has taken

lightly, as we know it means con-
ditions will worsen, and more peo-
ple will be at risk of dying from
hunger-related causes.

But the breakdown in civil order,
driven by sheer desperation, is pre-
venting the safe distribution of aid.
We are now urgently exploring all
viable delivery options to allow the
resumption of operations in north-
ern Gaza as soon as possible. This
is an absolute humanitarian im-
perative. The staff on our convoys
witnessed catastrophic conditions
in the north: food and clean water
are scarce, malnutrition is soaring
and disease is rife.

Madame President, immediate ac-
tion is required to enable a huge
increase in the volume of food and
other humanitarian supplies going
into northern Gaza. This is the only
way to calm tension and restore
some semblance of civil order.
For this to happen, we need a func-
tioning operating environment for
humanitarian staff. We need the
port of Ashdod and the Karni
crossing to be open, so we can
import food and other essential
supplies swiftly and at scale. And
we need a working humanitarian
notification system, and a stable
communications network to keep
humanitarian staff safe.

If nothing changes, a famine is im-
minent in northern Gaza. We must
all double down and live up to our
responsibilities to ensure it does not
happen on our watch.
Meanwhile, in the south of Gaza,
WFP and partners are on the
ground, delivering food as it comes
to shelters, to make-shift camps,
and to shops. But we are unable
to provide regular or sufficient food
to people who badly need it. Most
food is distributed in Rafah - the
hub of WFP's current operations
in Gaza - and very little assistance
reaches people elsewhere.

a»;ﬁsr A 050 W (Krishi Journal-2024 (February-March)

I N



WEFP has made efforts to support
the re-establishment of local food
systems where-ever possible. This
has included expanding distribution
points to include local shops; sup-
porting bakeries by providing them
with wheat flour and other neces-
sary resources to operate; and
supplying community-run kitchens
that provide hot meals every day.

But the fact remains that without
safe and greatly expanded access,

aid workers cannot mount a relief
operation at the scale required to
reverse the severe humanitarian
crisis now gripping Gaza. Itis es-
sential we avert a famine: and this
requires much more than just food
supplies. Basic services must also
be restored, including health serv-
ices, electricity networks, and wa-
ter and sanitation pipelines. In this
UNWRA is indispensable.
Council members, in 2018, this
body adopted Security Council
Resolution 2417, which reaffirms
international humanitarian law and
the need to break the vicious cy-
cle between armed conflict and
food insecurity.

Today we call on the Council to
uphold this Resolution. Thank
you."

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization, saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate
change29 February 2024
European Union funding boosts
food security and community re-
silience in Afghanistan, benefiting
over 300,000 people

KABUL - The United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP)
in Afghanistan welcomes a gener-
ous contribution of EUR 20.1 mil-
lion (US$21.4 million) from the
European Union. With this fund-
ing, WFP will be able to improve

household food security and com-
munity resilience for over 300,000
Afghans across 26 provinces, in-
cluding vulnerable displaced Af-
ghans who are resettling in certain
areas.

By developing small-scale infra-
structure like flood protection walls
and irrigation canals, the project
aims to safeguard local communi-
ties against the impacts of climate
change and natural disasters. The
EU-funded program will also as-
sist around 14,000 smallholder
farmers by equipping them with
essential tools, seeds, and training
to improve their harvests and mar-
ket access, ensuring that vulnerable
families can meet their nutritional
needs. Each construction project
will last for halfa year during which
all participants will receive either
food or cash to help cover their
families' monthly food needs.
"Supporting smallholder farmers
and helping them yield greater har-
vests can be lifesaving for families
who struggle to put food on the
table," said Raffaella Iodice, EU
Chargée d'Affaires a.i. to Afghani-
stan. "Partnering with the World
Food Programme, the European
Union has launched a program that
aims to ensure that communities
throughout the country are better
prepared and withstand the impact
of a changing climate."

"The climate crisis is no longer a
glimpse into the future but the re-
ality for communities across Af-
ghanistan where eight out of ten
people depend on income from
agriculture and climate shocks such
as drought, flooding and landslides
have amassive effect," said Mutinta
Chimuka, WFP Deputy Country
Director in Afghanistan. "We thank
the European Union for being a
steadfast partner for WFP and
supporting our climate-sensitive
programs improving resilience of
communities across the country."
In 2023 alone, WFP supported
more than 750,000 people and

their families with emergency food
assistance and helped construct
community infrastructure including
nearly 30 kilometers of flood pro-
tection walls, approximately 50
kilometers of irrigation canals and
the rehabilitation of over 19
kilometers of roads. WFP's Food-
for-Assets activities have not only
addressed immediate hunger but
also laid the groundwork for build-
ing longer-term community
resilience.Over the past five years,
the European Union has contrib-
uted more than US$260 million to-
wards WFP's programmes in Af-
ghanistan, including emergency
food assistance, nutrition services,
resilience activities and keeping the
humanitarian air service UNHAS
operational.

The United Nations World Food
Programme is the world's largest
humanitarian organization, saving
lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to
peace, stability and prosperity for
people recovering from conflict,
disasters, and the impact of climate
change.

drivers of hunger, are accelerating.
Small-scale farmers produce one
third of the world food and up to
70 percent in low- and middle-in-
come countries.

Press release No.: [IFAD/13/2024
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$24?billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries.

A wide range of photographs of
IFAD's work in rural communities
are available for download from its
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