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“Asian Develo
appointed I

Kathmandu june 5 The Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) has ap-
pointed ICIMOD to act as one of
three technical implementing part-
ners in amajor initiative designed
to transform climate and disaster
risk reduction in the Hindu Kush
Himalaya region.
e “’"\‘h\ 3

1‘

ICIMOD-China Partners' Day

T

ICIMOD collaborates with ADB,
engineering firm BGC, and a Swiss
consortium supported by the Swiss
Agency for Development and Co-
operation on $6.52M initiative to
build resilience in mountains.
'BARHKH!' initiative will harness
regional and local best-practice
alongside Swiss expertise in dis-
aster risk reduction, as minimal
damage from last week's glacier
landslide disaster in Alpine village
Blatten proves impact of Alpine
approaches.

Initiative aims to build permanent
capacity and increase access to
investment and training to save lives
and protect infrastructure in vulner-
able mountain rang,

ADB's Building Adaptation and
Resilience in the Hindu Kush

ment Bank (ADB) has

MOD to act as one of
three technical implementing partners

Himalayas (BARHKH) initiative,
launched in December 2023, with
atotal of $6.52 million funding for
its first phase, $450,000 of which
goes to ICIMOD, seeks to reduce
the human and economic risks from
the rising intensity and number of
climate-induced mountain hazards

ICIMOD

FOR MOUNTAINS AND PEOPLE

in the region, including floods,
landslides, and glacial lake outburst
floods
(GLOFs).
Switzerland,
through the
Regional Cli-
mate Action
Partnership
in the Hindu
i K u s h
Himalaya,
has contrib-
¢l uted CHF 2
million
($2.4M) to
the BARHKH initiative. In addi-
tion, Switzerland is bringing in its
decades-long expertise in climate
change and disaster risk manage-
ment through a range of Swiss in-
stitutions, including those from the
private sector and academia. This
collaboration aims to build on glo-
bal knowledge and enhance re-
gional capacity.

The initiative also seeks to cut the
costs of disaster risk reduction for
individual governments, promote
climate resilient investments, and
strengthen community resilience by
developing shared data, systems
on multi-hazard risks and multi haz-
ard early warning systems, and
with improved access to training,
knowledge and finance.

The initiative sets out to build per-

]
B,
Fy
L

R
1""-.-':-:"

manent regional capacity in inter-
ventions that address a spectrum
of hazards, from floods, debris
flows, landslides, glacial lake out-
burst floods to permafrost thaw-
ing.

nterventions will range from iden-
tifying disaster hotspots, reducing
exposure, by using multi-hazard
risk assessment to inform climate
resilient investments, to ramping up
early warning for early action,
building impact-resistant infrastruc-
ture, insurance solutions, and in-
creasing the effectiveness of opera-
tions, maintenance and finance
plans.

In its first phase, which runs till
October 2028, BARHKH focuses
on Bhutan and Nepal. Phase two
will focus on operationalisation, and
scaling the initiative to additional
countries, and sectors in the Hindu
Kush Himalayan region.

"Our warming world is unleashing
devastating hazards in our moun-
tains. Even advanced economies
are being stretche-we must act now
to scale proven solutions across
the HKH and we hugely applaud
ADB for this initiative," states
Saswata Sanyal, Disaster Risk
Reduction Lead at ICIMOD and
Project Coordinator for
BARHKH for ICIMOD.

"The escalating costs of disaster
management and mitigation make
it imperative for agencies and gov-
ernments within and beyond our
region to come together like never
before -?to ensure as many peo-
ple and sectors as possible benefit
from the best innovations and sys-
tems and techniques, at the lowest
cost. We're delighted to be among
the technical advisers whose
insights will advance disaster man-
agement and lower risk in this re-
gion."

ICIMOD's participation in this
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project was confirmed just days
ahead of the opening of the Global
Platform for Disaster?Risk Reduc-
tion (GPDRR), the key fora for
disaster risk experts to share
knowledge, discuss development
and trends. This year's event, which
closes tomorrow (6 June) is hosted
by the Government of Switzerland.
"Mountain communities around the
world, from the Alps to the Andes
and the Himalayas, are threatened
by increasing intensity and fre-
quency of mountain-related haz-
ards. Their lives, ways of life, cul-
ture, and heritage are all threat-
ened," the UN Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction wrote in a state-
ment in response to the glacier
landslide which struck Switzerland
last week.

"This tragedy could have been
much worse if not for the quick
actions of Swiss authorities, who
provided early warning to the vil-
lage's residents and evacuated
them, and their livestock, days ago.
This is a testament to the power of
disaster risk reduction in reducing
loss of life and protecting liveli-
hoods. Over the decades,
the?Swiss have developed signifi-
cant expertise in managing moun-
tain-related disaster risks and have
been generously sharing it with
countries across the world.

"With the hazard pattern changing
so significantly with temperature
rise, disaster management in the
HKH is not yet where it needs to
be," said Declan Magee, Principal
Economist and Team Leader
BARHKH for ADB. "Huge
knowledge exists in this region, and
beyond it. This is a first crucial step
towards pooling that knowledge
base and technical expertise, build-
ing the appropriate capacity and
leveraging the right investment and
planning guidance to save lives,
and safeguard economic develop-
ment.

The press released has published
in own authentic portal of
ICIMODE. Nepal' Offices.

Sl nificant Investment
C Portunltles (IRENA :

r General Francesco

Kathmandu June 2, Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates. IRENA
lauches a press own statement
about the investment in energy sec-
tors.

The Government of Brazil and the
International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA) will co-host the
1st Energy Planning Summit on 3-

i

1"' 3 ’S:f..:" *ﬁﬁ:
4 June 2025 at the BNDES Head-
quarters in Rio de Janeiro. The
event will mark the official launch
of the Global Coalition for Energy
Planning (GCEP), a landmark ini-
tiative emerging from Brazil's 2024
G20 Presidency to help close the
investment gap in the clean energy
transition through improved energy
planning,

The Summit and the Coalition will
contribute to building momentum
ahead of COP30 in Brazil and
other key global milestones.
"Although significant investment
opportunities exist in emerging
markets and developing econo-
mies, perceived risks remain a key
barrier to investment, particularly
from private sources," said
IRENA Director General
Francesco La Camera. "Brazil has
demonstrated how long-term en-
ergy planning, which incorporates
investment-ready strategies, can
help reduce those risks, attract pri-
vate capital, scale up renewables,
and strengthen local supply chains."
"As GCEP Secretariat, IRENA will

.._.l. \.r"'h.. H"'-\

leverage its near-universal mem-
bership and extensive repository of
best practices for renewable en-
ergy planning and modelling to sup-
port countries, particularly in the
Global South, in developing energy
strategies that align with national
development and climate goals."
H.E. Alexandre Silveira, Brazil's
Minister of
Mines and En-
ergy, said: "Pro-
moting ajustand
effective energy
transition neces-
sarily requires
. recognizing the
¢ leadership of
developing
i countries. By
i advancing the
Global Coalition
for Energy Planning, Brazil reaf-
firms its commitment to multilateral
dialogue and to strengthening tools
that connect strategic planning,
pubhc pohcy, and financing mecha-
nisms in support of a more inclu-
sive and sustainable energy future."
This high-level event will bring to-
gether senior officials from energy
planning and finance ministries in a
structured dialogue to establish a
new global platform for coopera-
tion. Expected outcomes include
agreement on  priority
workstreams, a roadmap for the-
matic coordination, and an initial
mapping of partners ready to col-
laborate. By demonstrating how
robust planning can reduce risks
and unlock investment, the Sum-
mit aims to strengthen political
commitment to use energy planning
as a strategic tool to inform national
and international development
strategies.

Founding members and partners
will sign a Letter of Principles at
the Summit, outlining the Coalition's
shared vision and guiding priorities.

FY A R05] WS (Krishi Journal-2025, May-June)

| R=



Joint Statement on Sudan convoy attack

ROME/NEW YORK, 3 June
2025 - The United Nations World
Food Programme (WFP) and
UNICEF condemn an attack on a
joint humanitarian convoy near Al
Koma, North Darfur last night. Five
members of the convoy were killed
and several more people were in-

jured. Multiple trucks were |

burned, and critical humanitarian
supplies were damaged.

The convoy, made up of 15 trucks,
was attempting to reach children
and families in famine-affected El
Fasher with life-saving food and
nutrition supplies. Following
months of escalating violence, hun-
dreds of thousands of people in El
Fasher - many of them children -
are at high risk of malnutrition and
starvation if supplies do not ur-
gently reach them.

As is standard with our humanitar-
ian convoys, the route was shared
in advance, and parties on the
ground were notified and aware of
the location of the trucks. Under
international humanitarian law, aid
convoys must be protected, and
parties have the obligation to al-
low and facilitate rapid and
unimpeded passage of humanitar-
ian relief for civilians in need.
Both agencies demand an imme-
diate end to attacks on humanitar-
ian personnel, their facilities and
vehicles - a violation under inter-
national humanitarian law.

We call for an urgent investigation
and for the perpetrators to be held
to account.

We extend our condolences to the
families of those killed and our
heartfelt sympathy and support to
all those injured. It is devastating
the supplies have not reached the
vulnerable children and families
they were intended to. The con-
voy had travelled over 1,800km
from Port Sudan and we were ne-
gotiating access to complete the
journey to El Fasher when it was
attacked.

This latest incident follows a se-
ries of attacks on humanitarian op-
erations over the past two years,
including last week's bombard-
ment of WFP's premises in El
Fasher which damaged a work-

shop, office building and
clinic.

Attacks on humanitarian
staff, aid, operations, as
well as civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure in Sudan
have continued for far too
long with impunity. WFP
and UNICEEF colleagues
remain on the ground de-
spite the insecurity, but
call for safe, secure op-
erating conditions, and
for international humanitarian law to
be respected by all parties. The
lives of millions in Sudan, including
in locations like El Fasher in Darfur,
depend on it.
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Reflections from Kunming:
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

Ireturned from the 56th ICIMOD
Board of Governors Meeting in
Kunming, China, with a renewed
sense of purpose and a deep ap-
preciation for the power of part-
nership. Hosted with exceptional
generosity and care by our Chi-
nese colleagues, this year's Board
Meeting went beyond reaffirma-
tion of our shared commitment to
the mountains; it became a living
showcase of innovation, resilience,
and possibility.

Representatives from six of our
Regional Member Countries came
“together to express strong, unified
support for ICIMOD's mission.

Their endorsement of our role as a
regional knowledge and policy hub
gives us confidence and responsi-
bility to do more, and to do it bet-
ter. The ICIMOD-China Partner-
ship session, held alongside the
Board Meeting at the Kunming
Institute of Botany, was a power-
ful testament to what meaningful
long-term collaboration can
achieve.

We saw science in action - re-
search on the cryosphere, air pol-
lution, agricultural innovation, and
biodiversity being translated into
real-world solutions. We also for-
malised new collaborations, most
notably through a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Chinese

Research Academy of Environ-
mental Sciences (CRAES),
strengthening our collective resolve
to tackle air pollution and climate
change. These partnerships are
about exchanging knowledge and,
importantly, about co-creating a
future that is sustainable, inclusive,
and just.

h

lved in providing labo
andleadership roles.

Our field visits took us beyond the
conference room - into the heart
of China's remarkable efforts in
sustainable mountain development.
One of the highlights was the Cen-
tre for Mountain Futures (CMF)
in Honghe County, a beacon of
ecological restoration and innova-
tion. [ was particularly inspired by
their work on circular agriculture,
drought-resistant crops, and - per-
haps the most unique - plant-based
clothing made from the fibre of na-
tive plants identified through the
ethnobotanical knowledge of local
communities, especially the Hani
people. This initiative reduces en-
vironmental impact, uplifts local
communities, and preserves Indig-

olders, and leaders. Women
and youth are actively in-

enous traditions. Research is
underway to improve fibre quality,
scale sustainable production, and
train the next generation of eco-
fashion leaders. This is more than a
textile project - it is a demonstra-
tion of how mountains can produce
food and water, and also beauty,
culture, and climate-friendly inno-
vation.

We also witnessed how coopera-
tive models like Zhang Liang
Flower Farm are transforming lives.
What began with just a few farm-
ers has grown into over 2,000 acres
of cultivated roses, generating 76.5
million yuan in annual revenue. Yet
this is more than a story of eco-
nomic success - it is one of empow-
erment, equity, and entrepreneur-
ship. Farmers have become entre-
preneurs, technicians, shareholders,
and leaders. Women and youth are
actively involved in providing labour
and leadership roles. In 2024 alone,
73 shareholders received dividends
totalling over USD 555,301, with
some earning as much as USD
27,817. Members now benefit
from multiple income streams: leas-
ing land, employment, dividends,
and skill development. This holistic
model, combining modern horticul-
ture, cooperative economics, and
inclusive development, offers a rep-
licable blueprint for the Hindu Kush
Himalaya - particularly for high-
value crops, medicinal plants, or
agroforestry products.

Equally striking was the Kunyang
Phosphate Mine Ecological Resto-
ration Project - a powerful exam-
ple of how degraded landscapes
can be transformed through inno-
vative, company-led initiatives.
Once an exhausted phosphate min-
ing zone, the site has been revital-
ised by Yuntianhua Group, a For-
tune 500 agrochemical enterprise,
into a thriving high-tech greenhouse
complex producing flowers and
vegetables for export to markets
such as Hong Kong and Japan.
Continue 34 page
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Beating plastic pollution
in our food systems

Over 12.5 million tonnes of plastic
are used annually in agriculture -
plus 37 million more in food pack-

aging

TAGS: plastic pollution Sustainable
Agriculture waste World Environ-
ment Day

KAVEH ZAHEDI - 04 Jun 2025
You don't have to look far to see
how plastic has worked its way
into every corner of the agrifood
system. Seedling trays, mulch films,
irrigation tubing, shipping crates,
cling wrap. And that's before it
even hits the shelves. It's efficient,
cheap, and convenient, helping to
protect crops and reduce food
losses - but it lingers. More than
12.5 million tonnes are used each
year in agriculture alone, and an-
other 37 million tonnes in food
packaging. Very little of it gets re-
cycled.

Plastic waste doesn't disappear. It
breaks down, over years, into par-
ticles too small to see. FAO's re-
search confirms that even tiny
amounts of plastics can affect wa-
ter retention, microbial activity, and
plant growth. It also finds evidence
that microplastics and plastic-as-
sociated chemicals can be ab-
sorbed by crops, potentially reach-
ing edible parts. These findings -
due to be published later in 2025 -
reinforce the need for immediate
action to reduce plastic inputs in
agriculture and protect the health
of soils, crops, and consumers.
World Environment Day 2025 of-
fers a chance to take stock. The
Food and Agriculture Organization
is helping governments, farmers,
and industries cut down on plastic
waste - through smarter use, bet-
ter alternatives, and practical
changes on the ground that bring
better production, better nutrition,
a better environment and better
lives and don't compromise the
bottom line for farmers.

As part of the response, FAQ's
Provisional Voluntary Code of
Conduct built through consultations
with governments, scientists, pro-
ducers, and private companies can
guide the sustainable use of plas-
tics in agriculture. It offers clear,
actionable advice: reduce where
possible, reuse when practical, re-
cycle when safe. It points toward

Too often, these are burned
or tossed into fields, releas-
ing toxic residue into the soil
and air. FAO is piloting safer
disposal methods

a gradual transition away from
short-lived plastics, without putting
food security or farmers' incomes
atrisk.

One promising frontier is the shift
toward bio-based and biodegrad-
able materials - drawn from agri-
cultural residues, organic matter,
and natural polymers. FAO sup-
ports innovation through
bioeconomy to help farmers re-
place conventional plastics with
options that break down safely and
support soil health.

Consider the banana sector. Plas-
tic bags, twine, and wraps have

long been standard in large plan-
tations. FAO's World Banana Fo-
rum has been working with pro-
ducers and researchers to change
that. By sharing practical guidance
and exploring alternatives, farmers
are beginning to cut down on plastic
use and reduce the waste leaking
into surrounding environments.
Plastic leaves a lasting trace and
can damage soil health even in tiny
fragments.

Then there's the issue of pesticide
containers. Too often, these are
bured or tossed into fields, releas-
ing toxic residue into the soil and
air. FAO is piloting safer disposal
methods - like the triple-rinse tech-
nique - and helping countries es-

tablish collection and recycling sys-
tems.

Together with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, FAO is
leading research on microplastic
detection in soil. They're using ad-
vanced isotopic techniques and
working to develop standardized
testing methods, so countries can
measure the problem and respond
effectively.

Concerns don't end with the soil.
Microplastics have been found in
water, salt, fish, and even some
vegetables. FAO has conducted
scientific reviews on how these
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particles move through agrifood
systems, and what they might mean
for human health. Research is on-
going, especially around the effects
on the gut microbiome, but efforts
are already underway to improve
testing and keep consumers in-
formed.

National programs are starting to
shift practices in real time. In Sri
Lanka, FAO's CIRCULAR
project, funded by the European
Union, is helping reduce single-use
packaging and improve retail de-
sign. In Kenya and Uruguay, FAO
is helping develop greener policies
through the FARM programme.
The programme combines techni-
cal support, farmer outreach, and
policy reform to shrink the plastic
footprint of agriculture.

The Global Soil Partnership, hosted
by FAO, includes the Global Soil
Doctors programme - farmer-to-
farmer training focused on practi-
cal tools to manage soil pollution.
Knowledge moves across bor-
ders, one field at a time.

Plastic pollution doesn't stop at the
shoreline. Fishing gear - lost, aban-
doned, or discarded - chokes ma-
rine ecosystems and threatens
coastal economies. FAO has is-
sued guidelines on marking fishing
gear to make it traceable and re-
coverable. Through the GloLitter
Partnerships, implemented by IMO
in collaboration with FAO, 30
countries are improving waste man-
agement in ports, testing cleaner
vessel technologies, and tracking
sources of marine litter.

FAOQO's approach is comprehen-
sive. It spans guidelines, field pi-
lots, scientific research, and na-
tional policy. Reducing plastic in
agrifood systems isn't a single so-
lution - it's a process of rethinking
how we grow, move, and consume
food in ways that protect people,
soils, and oceans alike. Step by
step, FAO is working to help coun-
tries move toward more sustain-
able and resilient agrifood systems .

=
Organics Europe welcomes the
recognition of organic farming

BRUSSELS, 14 MAY 2025 -
IFOAM Organics Europe wel-
comes the positive recognition that
organic farming is "green by defi-
nition" in the CAP simplification
proposal presented today by the

It is crucial to maintain a
clear direction for the
transition to sustainable
agri-food systems

Commission, as organic systems
significantly contribute to the envi-
ronmental sustainability of the EU

I9MN7

agricultural sector.

According to Jan Plagge, President
of IFOAM Organics Europe:
"Simplifying the CAP is welcome,
it helps both farmers and national
authorities, but it should go hand
in hand with stronger incentives for
farmers to engage in sustainable
production methods, such as or-
ganic farming, Simplification should
support - not dilute - the transition
of the EU agri-food system to-
wards sustainability. It is now cru-
cial that Member States implement
this package swiftly and effectively,
as the real impact will be measured
by what happens on the ground."

Plagge continued: "The recognition
of organic farmers as "green by
definition" for some conditionality
requirements is a step in the right
direction, since it provides addi-

tional incentives for farmers to in-
vest in ambitious sustainable farm-
ing systems. This recognition is es-
sential as organic farmers deliver
many public goods that are cur-
rently not remunerated adequately
by neither the market, nor the
CAP"
This is also a recognition that the
organic certification system,
backed by an ambitious EU Regu-
lation on organic agriculture, is an
efficient simplification tool to en-
sure farm

sustainability;
both for
farmers
and for
national
authori-
ties. Organic agriculture should
logically play amore important role
in a streamlined future CAP that is
expected to focus on incentives.
IFOAM Organics Europe calls on
the European Parliament and
Council to not use this simplifica-
tion process to lower the environ-
mental ambitions of the CAP. It is
crucial to maintain a clear direc-
tion for the transition to sustainable
agri-food systems in the EU, and
to uphold the environmental per-
formance of the Common Agricul-
tural Policy as a priority to be
achieved by better incentivizing and
supporting farmers to engage in an
ambitious environmental re-design
of their farms, that will make them
resilient to future social and envi-
ronmental crises.
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A holy

Unique natural blue food colour-
ing from Colombia included in
Codex food safety standards

A unique natural blue food colour-
ing from the fruit of a semi-decidu-
ous tree growing in the forests of
Colombia has become a "holy
grail" of food colouring for the food
industry.

05/06/2025

It comes from a fruit about the size
of akiwi or a guava, growing on a
semi-deciduous tree called the

Genipa americana in the forests of
Colombia. Opening a new chap-
ter in the chronicle of food safety,
it's a "holy grail" in the food indus-
try, the first ever blue food colour-
ing to be natural in origin and re-
sistant to acids.

When the pulp of the unripe jagua
fruit is exposed to air, it turns dark
blue in colour. The pigment has
been widely used by various In-
digenous Peoples in South America
to paint their skin and dye their
clothes, ceramics and some foods.
Now it's been hailed by the food
industry as the one remaining natu-
ral food colour needed to complete
the entire spectrum.

Crucially for its commercialization,
it was recently included in the Co-
dex Alimentarius, or "Food Code",
a collection of standards, guide-
lines and codes of practice estab-
lished over 60 years ago by a joint
commission of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the World

Health Organization (WHO).
The jagua blue food colouring was
developed in Colombia by a pri-
vate company that set about cre-
ating and collecting the data
needed for the scientific assess-
ment of the safety of this food ad-
ditive.
After athorough scientific evalua-
tion and confirmation that it was a
product for which there was a
need, jagua blue has been permit-
ted for use under the Codex stand-
ard governing
. food addi-
| tives, which
1 covers every-
, thing from
3 confectionery
24 to breakfast
cereals.
§ Inclusion of
" jaguablue in
. the Codex
Alimentarius
food safety
o T standards
has potential to boost Indigenous
Peoples' livelihoods and help con-
serve biodiversity.
For Colombia, the jagua blue
standard is abig deal. Officials there
predict that the inclusion of jagua
blue in the Codex Alimentarius can
help improve the economic well-
being of Indigenous Peoples who
have used the colorant for genera-
tions. Particularly hoping to ben-
efit are the Emberd Indigenous
Peoples, many of whom have tra-
ditionally lived on the riverbanks of
the densely forested northwestern
Choco6 region.
Whatever the production model,
Colombia hopes the safety stand-
ard can open up new markets and
opportunities as well as drive
biodiversity conservation and the
adoption of sustainable agricultural
practices.
From a food safety perspective, the
inclusion in the Codex Alimentarius
is clearly of great significance and
is "an illustration of the dizzying

7

grail in food colour and food safe-ty

variety of foods and food ingredi-
ents which circulate all around the
globe today and for which the
Codex food code plays an essen-
tial role in making sure that con-
sumers and traders can feel confi-
dent about their safety and qual-
ity," says Sarah Cahill, Secretary
of the FAO/WHO Codex
Alimentarius Commission. "Good
science and risk assessment are
key to ensuring that Codex can
play that essential role."

Codex Alimentarius texts protect
consumer health and ensure fair
practices in international food
trade. This trade across the planet
has existed for thousands of years
but over the last century the amount
of food traded internationally has
grown exponentially.

Because of the profound implica-
tions for the consumer public and
for markets, setting standards for
jaguablue or other food stuffis no
simple business.

Is a food safe or not?

The process of setting standards
for something like jagua blue or
anything else, because it has such
profound implications for the con-
sumer public and for the markets,
is no simple or quick business.
The way scientists go about it is
by making an evidence-based
study of all possible hazards that a
foodstuff might present. They then
assess any possible risk to con-
sumers by combining that with the
information about the amount con-
sumed and toxicological data on the
maximum levels at which there is
no unacceptable risk to humans.
The toxicological assessment and
establishment of specifications for
jagua blue was carried out by a
joint FAO/WHO expert commit-
tee, which took several years to
reach a final agreement on the all-
important safety parameters.

All Codex texts are underpinned
by science, as exemplified by the
process which jagua blue went
through.
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Science, plus the core values of
transparency, inclusivity, collabo-
ration and consensus building, are
all fundamental to maintaining the
Codex Alimentarius Commission's
key role as the international refer-
ence for food safety and the pri-
mary source of science-based food
standards for many countries. It
also helps underpin FAO's unique
role of overseeing all aspects of the
food chain and making sure that all
of us can feel more confident about
the food we eat.

Refllection ....

This project exemplifies the poten-
tial of public-private partnerships
in advancing ecological restoration
while promoting economic diver-
sification and rural revitalisation. It
also highlights how corporate lead-
ership can play a pivotal role in sus-
tainable development, particularly
in mountainous and hilly regions.
Visits to jasmine farms and tea
producers further illustrated how
sustainable farming and value ad-
dition can drive rural transforma-
tion and support livelihoods in frag-
ile environments.

Across all these experiences, one
common thread stood out: innova-
tion rooted in community and de-
velopment grounded in
sustainability. China's emphasis on
integrating science, tradition, and
enterprise offers valuable lessons
for all of us working across the
Hindu Kush Himalaya.

As we move forward, let us con-
tinue to build on these partnerships
with all our Regional Member
Countries. Let us stay inspired by
what is possible when knowledge,
commitment, and cooperation
come together. And let us carry for-
ward the stories, lessons, and en-
ergy from Kunming into our col-
lective journey toward a more re-
silient and prosperous mountain
future. Sincerely, Pema Gyamtsho,
Director General, International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development.

EU Water Resilience Strategy

BRUSSELS, 16 MAY 2025 -
Following the leak of the European
Commission's draft Water Resil-
ience Strategy, [IFOAM Organics
Europe welcomes the draft's
prioritisation of nature-based so-
lutions but expresses concern over
the lack of concrete action to ef-
fectively protect water resources
from pollution from pesticides, and
the minimal attention paid to or-

creasing organic matter by 35%,
which boosts water retention.
" Enhances infiltration by up to
256% and water storage by up to
100%. Strengthens climate resil-
ience, with organic yields surpass-
ing conventional crop yields by up
to 90% during drought years.
" Critically, organic is cheaper
for society. The cost of
groundwater pollution for a hec-
tare of conventional po-

tatoes 1s estimated at
v €1,298, while for or-

ganic farming specifi-
cally, despite its well-documented
benefits for water quality, availabil-
ity, and resilience.
"Organic farming is one of the most
effective tools we have to reduce
water pollution, improve soil health

and increase resilience to drought
and floods," said Jan Plagge, Presi-
dent of IFOAM Organics Europe.
"It is disappointing to see this po-
tential largely overlooked in the
draft. We strongly urge the Com-
mission to recognise organic's con-
tribution more clearly in the final
strategy, especially in relation to the
current and future CAP."

Organic farming delivers concrete,
measurable benefits for water re-
silience:

" Eliminates synthetic pesti-
cides and associated pollution.

" Cuts nitrate leaching by 28-
39% by banning synthetic fertilis-
ers.

Improves soil health, in-

ganic potatoes it is just

€0.40.
The Water Resilience Strategy
draft falls short on decisive action
on one of the most critical and on-
going threats to Europe's water
systems: pesticide pollution. De-
spite agricultural pollution, includ-
ing from pesticides, being respon-
sible for one third of the pressures
on EU ground- and surface water,
the leaked strategy does not pro-
pose concrete actions to protect
water bodies from harmful sub-
stances like PFAS found in pesti-
cides and to systematically reduce
the use of synthetic pesticides in
agriculture.
IFOAM Organics Europe wel-
comes the strategy's commitment
to research and innovation, par-
ticularly the proposed R&I strat-
egy and science-policy interface
platform. However, we call for a
dedicated budget line to fund sus-
tainable agricultural practices such
as organic farming, ensuring their
broad development and implemen-
tation across the EU.
As the strategy is still in draft form,
we remain hopeful that the Com-
mission will correct this oversight.
IFOAM Organics Europe stands
ready to work constructively with
the Commission to ensure that the
final Water Resilience Strategy rec-
ognises the role of organic farming
as a cornerstone of a water-se-
cure, climate-resilient Europe.

%ﬁf A 053 W (Krishi Journal-2025, May-June)

I 3¢



St(-)ckholm Convention agree
to phase out the Highly Toxic

Pesticide Chlorpyrifos

& PAN

pesticide d;'."
io Networy intefna\“’“a

Press

Release

May 5, 2025

"Geneva, May 2025: On Friday,
the Conference of the Parties
(COP) to the Stockholm Conven-
tion adopted the decision to list
chlorpyrifos in Annex A of the Con-
vention with time-limited specific
exemptions, thereby agreeing to the
global elimination of uses of this
highly hazardous pesticide. Parties
tripled the number of exemptions
from the seven uses originally rec-
ommended by the Persistent Or-
ganic Pollutants Review Commit-
tee (POPRC) to 22 uses, without
the POPRC experts' review.
"Chlorpyrifos is an organophos-
phate pesticide known for its dam-
aging effects on the human nerv-
ous system. Chlorpyrifos is highly
toxic, and there is strong evidence
in humans that prenatal exposure
causes adverse effects on
neurodevelopment, and that there
is no safe dose of exposure. Ac-
cording to the 2024 PAN Consoli-
dated List of Bans, the chemical is
already banned in at least 44 coun-
tries across the globe.

"Dr Emily Marquez, Senior Scien-
tist, PAN North America, high-
lighted, "PAN advocated for list-
ing chlorpyrifos with no exemp-
tions, as we've campaigned for
decades to stop the use of this dan-
gerous pesticide. The POPRC ex-
perts discuss the scientific evidence
supporting any specific exemptions
requested by Parties. Instead, Par-
ties wishing to dodge the POPRC's
process submitted their requests
during the COP, and these were
accepted without any evaluation.

PAN urges all Parties to respect
the scientific committee's
guidancem because protecting the
scientific integrity of the POPRC
process protects the Convention's
integrity. That is our guarantee to
protect us and future generations
from the impacts of persistent or-
ganic pollutants".

"Jayakumar Chelaton, Chair, PAN
International, said, "The years of
work of members and regional
centres along with PAN Interna-
tional across the globe with com-
munities impacted and poisoned by
chlorpyrifos got a promise of a
toxic-free future from the Stock-
holm Convention this week. The
promise is, however, blurred by a
few countries that added exemp-
tions without review for protecting
companies' profits, thus weaken-
ing science-based decision-mak-
ing. We failed to protect the future
for our children. We urge countries
that care for people to stop all uses
and uphold listing in the Stockholm
Convention Annex A without any
exemptions'".

"Alia Diyana, Project Coordinator
of PAN Asia Pacific, also re-
flected, "This hard-won progress
is overshadowed by last-minute
requests for additional exemptions,
despite the availability of safer al-
ternatives. These exemptions con-
tinue to put people at risk, espe-
cially in parts of Asia where
chlorpyrifos is still being used. With
its persistent and bioaccumulative
nature, chlorpyrifos does not stay
within borders. It moves through
the environment, enters women's
breast milk, and harms babies'
brain development even before
birth".

"Maimouna DIENE, Coordinator,
PAN Afftica, said, "More than 95%
of pesticides now being used in
East Africa to fight locust swarms

are scientifically proven to cause
harm to humans and other organ-
isms such as birds and fish. Half of
the locust control pesticides deliv-
ered in East Africa contain
chlorpyrifos, a pesticide linked to
brain damage in children and fe-
tuses, and wipes out honey bees
and pollinators, which is banned in
the EU".

""In Latin America, chlorpyrifos
has been banned in Colombia,
Peru, Nicaragua, Chile and Argen-
tina, and there are wide examples
that agroecological alternatives
exist ", said Maria Carcamo from
RAPAL Uruguay and Fernando
Bejarano from RAPAM Mexico.
They added "the list of exemptions
for the global elimination of this
neurotoxic insecticide grows as
requested by countries like Uru-
guay to control some pests in
maize, and Costa Rica, for the use
in pineapple, despite documented
alternatives existing".

"Dileep Kumar, CEO, PAN India,
highlighted, "The approach by a
few parties requesting more ex-
emptions despite having effective
and viable alternatives, bypassing
the scientific assessment and proc-
ess followed by the POPRC, is
more than disappointing. We urge
Parties that have requested ex-
emptions to start implementing
non-chemical alternatives and
agroecology-based farming prac-
tices to eliminate the use of
chlorpyrifos as soon as possible.
Otherwise, this will reduce the bur-
den of this chemical on farmers,
consumers, children, as well as the
environment".

"As we transition the week from
Stockholm Convention negotia-
tions to the negotiations of the Rot-
terdam Convention, another im-
portant convention that requires
Informed consent and restriction in
the trade of hazardous chemicals,
PAN-International requests all
parties to list Chlorpyrifos under
Annex 3 of the Rotterdam Con-
vention.

FY A R05] WS (Krishi Journal-2025, May-June)

I N



Uzbekistan and IFAD to strengthen
family farmers and dairy sector

Press release | 28 April 2025
Communication Analyst, Near
East, North Africa, Europe and
Central Asia
Washington/Tashkent, 28 April
2025 - The International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)
and the Government of Uzbekistan
recently launched in Washington a
new investment worth US$47.4
million that will target vulnerable
dairy farmers. The Dairy Value

"By helping connect Uzbekistan's
most vulnerable dairy farmers to
resources and markets, this agree-
ment underscores our vision of a

/\
eeply value ourpart-

rship with the Govern>
ment of Uzbekistan. This
project will further improve
the lives of small-scale pro
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Chain Development Project -
Phase I (DVCDP II) will increase
dairy farmers' earning potential and
contribute to better food security
and nutrition in five regions of
Uzbekistan.

DVCDP Il will continue investing
in the Jizzakh and Kashkadarya
regions, while also expanding into
Sirdarya, Samarkand and
Surkhandarya. The project is de-
signed to improve rural livelihoods
by strengthening the dairy value
chain, boosting productivity, and
supporting sustainable develop-
ment among dairy smallholder pro-
ducers. It aims to reach around
31,000 households. Around 40 per
cent of project participants will be
women, and 30 per cent will be
youth. The project will focus on
household farmers, dehkan (small-
holder) farmers, and vulnerable
groups within the dairy value chain
including people with disabilities
and returning migrants.

B = K

more inclusive, productive, and
resilient rural economy," said [IFAD
President Alvaro Lario.

"We deeply value our partnership
with the Government of
Uzbekistan. This project will fur-
ther improve the lives of small-
scale producers, foster economic
growth and drive competitiveness
of the value chain across the whole
region."

The new project marks a signifi-
cant step forward in the collabo-
ration established between IFAD
and Uzbekistan since 2011, when
the country joined IFAD. DVCDP
I will build on the success of the
first phase of the project, which ran
from 2017 to 2023, supporting
117,367 Uzbek households with
total financing of US$50 million.
IFAD's investments in the horticul-
ture and dairy sectors of
Uzbekistan have attracted signifi-
cant interest from private sector and
development partners eager to

transform agricultural markets.
These investments have also sup-
ported vulnerable farmers with
adapting to challenging climatic
conditions.

In response to ongoing global chal-
lenges-including conflict, water
scarcity, and inflation-IFAD re-
mains committed to empowering
rural populations. Over the past
decade, IFAD's investment in
Uzbekistan has grown into the larg-
est country portfolio in Central
Asia, with a total of US$480.36
million, reaching over 550,800 ru-
ral households.

This latest investment is part of
IFAD's ongoing Country Strategic
Opportunities Programme for
Uzbekistan (2023-2027), which
reinforces the Fund's work to sup-
porting small-scale producers and
advancing agricultural diversifica-
tion across the country.

For more information on I[FAD's
work in Uzbekistan.

Note to editors

Household farmers are individuals
who utilize plots of land within their
properties for farming purposes. In
contrast, smallholder farmers are
those who have access toup to 5
hectares of land for agricultural
activities.

Follow IFAD on Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok, X,
YouTube.

Press Release No.: [FAD/27/2025
IFAD is an international financial
institution and a United Nations
specialized agency. Based in Rome
- the United Nations food and ag-
riculture hub - IFAD invests in ru-
ral people, empowering them to
reduce poverty, increase food se-
curity, improve nutrition and
strengthen resilience. Since 1978,
we have provided more than
US$25 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to fund projects in
developing countries
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