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FAO {)laces Centre-Stage on

the G

Kathmandu 10 july, Geneva - The
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)
placed food security, livelihoods
and sustainable agrifood systems
at the forefront of the global artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) for sustain-
able development agenda, calling
for an inclusive, responsible and
development-oriented digital
transformation, during the high-
level week of meetings and dis-
cussions held in Geneva from 6-

10 July.

"In this Triple Week, FAO con-
nected its science, innovation,
policy, partnerships and country-
level actions to showcase how re-
sponsible digital transformation
can support food security, climate
resilience and sustainable devel-
opment," said Prof. Charles
Spillane, FAQO's Chief Scientist.
He noted that Al and digital tech-
nologies are rapidly changing how
countries produce food, manage
risks, deliver services and protect
natural resources. Yet global de-
bates on Al and digital governance
too often overlook the lived reali-
ties and needs of small-scale pro-
ducers, rural communities and the
many different types of agrifood
and farming systems worldwide.
"The slogan 'No Farmer Left Be-
hind' is not just an aspiration. It is
also areality test. Al access is not
the same as Al impact. Innovation
that reaches only the largest, best-
resourced farms will not deliver
the agrifood transformation out-
comes that are urgently needed.
If Al is deployed without consid-
eration of existing inequalities,
there is a likelihood that it will
deepen and widen existing in-
equalities. This is why we have
established with the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)
and other partners the
multistakeholder Global Initiative

on Al for

Agrifood Sys- ! »

tems, which held
its first meeting
in FAO Head-
quarters in June
this  year,"
Spillane said.
WSIS Forum:
keeping agrifood systems on the
digital cooperation agenda

At the WSIS Forum FAO engaged
through its session on Advancing
Trusted Data Governance, Inclu-
sive Al, and Digital Public Goods
to Build Scalable Digital Public In-
frastructure and Multilingual Inno-
vation Ecosystems for Global
Agrifood Systems Transformation.
The Organization reinforced its
leadership as facilitator of the WSIS
Action Line C7 on e-agriculture.
Since the establishment of WSIS
in 2003, this specific role gives
FAO aunique platform to convene
partners around digital agriculture,
connectivity, trusted data govern-
ance, digital public goods, digital
public infrastructure. capacity de-
velopment, and inclusive digital
transformation.

FAO's WSIS engagement also
spotlighted, for the first time, youth-
led digital solutions, trusted com-
munication for climate and food
security, inclusive Al and multilin-
gual innovation ecosystems. The
message was clear: young people
are not only beneficiaries of digital
transformation, but active innova-
tors, communicators and partners
in translating digital cooperation
into real development outcomes for
rural communities.

FAO's visibility at WSIS was fur-
ther strengthened by the recogni-
tion of the Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI) Portal as a WSIS
Prizes 2026 Champion This rec-
ognises the Portal's growing value
as a digital public good and global

obal Al and digital Agenda

knowledge gateway, which aims to
help countries, practitioners and
partners access evidence-based
innovation resources, connect frag-
mented knowledge ecosystems
and scale science, technology and
innovation for sustainable agrifood
systems transformation.

Al for Good: turning innovation
into impact

At the Al for Good Global Sum-
mit, FAO made the case that Al
for sustainable development must
support agrifood systems transfor-
mations for Better Production,
Better Nutrition, a Better Environ-
ment, and a Better Life, leaving no
one behind. The Global Summit of-
fered a powerful platform for FAO
and its partners to showcase re-
sponsible Al solutions that re-
spond to real food security and
sustainability needs across our
agrifood systems.

FAO engagements in the Al Sum-
mit included its leadership of spe-
cific sessions on Al for Food Se-
curity: Responsible Innovation for
Resilient Agrifood Systems; Al on
the Menu: Transforming Digital
Food Systems; youth-focused ses-
sions on Al solutions in agrifood
systems such as Advancing Al so-
lutions in agrifood systems through
youth leadership and the Robotics
for Good Youth Challenge Awards
Closing Ceremony; Scaling Al
That Works: Evidence, Partner-
ships and Financing for Sustainable
Development, Humanitarian Ac-
tion and Resilience and From Chal-
lenge to Change: Open-source
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Generative Al for Real-world Im-
pact.

FAOQ's active engagement in these
sessions consistently highlighted the
importance of open, human-cen-
tred and trustworthy Al for advi-
sory services, early warning, cli-
mate resilience, agrifood systems
transformation and youth-led inno-
vation, while positioning young re-
searchers and innovators as co-
creators of responsible Al solutions
for agrifood systems and food se-
curity.

Global Dialogue on AI Govern-
ance: shaping rules that work for
agrifood systems

The first Global Dialogue on Al
Governance provided a key mo-
ment to shape international think-
ing on safe, secure and trustwor-
thy AI. FAO brought to the Dia-
logue its sector-specific perspec-
tive grounded in food security, so-
cial inclusion, data quality and
stewardship, digital public goods
and infrastructure. capacity devel-
opment and farmer-centred safe-
guards.

FAQ's contributions to the Dia-
logue focused on bridging Al and
digital divides, strengthening digital
public good foundations, promot-
ing interoperability, enabling open
approaches and ensuring that de-
veloping countries, small-scale pro-
ducers and poorer rural commu-
nities can benefit from AL. FAO
emphasized that responsible Al
must be transparent, accountable,
inclusive and grounded in a "do no
harm" approach.

Through the newly launched UN
Al Dialogue Partnerships Hub,
FAO has raised the visibility of
some of its Al use cases, including
Tellus (FAO's Al-powered knowl-
edge navigator); Ms FAO Al - the
first ever FAO HR avatar to serve
as a virtual Colleague; the
Agrolnformatics Digital Assistant
(AIDA); LUMINA-Al-assisted
Early Warning and Decision Sup-
port for Acute Malnutrition in
South Sudan; and more country-

level applications supporting advi-
sory services, irrigation, resilience,
survey analysis and farmer engage-
ment - especially from the Europe
and Central Asia Region.

Almust enable inclusivity and sus-
tainable development that ad-
dresses real world needs

FAOQ's Digital Week engagement
surfaced one clear story: digital and
Al governance must be farmer in-
clusive, development-oriented and
grounded in the real-world needs
and data that represents different
local agrifood contexts. WSIS
highlighted the digital cooperation
foundations. Al for Good
showcased innovation and deploy-
ment. The Global Dialogue is help-

ing to shape the governance frame-
works that are necessary to guide
responsible use.

Through its cross-organizational
Working Group on Al, FAO is
actively connecting these dimen-
sions to ensure that agrifood sys-
tems and food security are a criti-
cal focus for digital and Al trans-
formation. By engaging across all
three platforms during the Digital
Week, the FAO delegation built
and reinforced partnerships, while
consolidating its role as the key
reference organization with man-
date for responsible Al and digital
transformation for agrifood sys-
tems and food security.

IFAD Lunches Annual

Report 2026

Press release

Kathmandu, Rome, 14 July 2026.
The International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD)'s ongo-
ing investments reached 92 million
people worldwide, raising in-
comes, production and market ac-
cess, according to the Fund's 2025
Annual Report launched today.
"Investment in rural development is
one of the most effective and stra-
tegic responses to the challenges
facing the world today," said Alvaro
Lario, President of IFAD. "When
rural people are empowered, the
benefits reach far beyond rural
communities, strengthening econo-
mies, reducing vulnerabilities, and
creating opportunities."

The report details IFAD's invest-
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ments and impacts at the "first mile"
of food systems,
where small-scale
% producers, rural
entrepreneurs and
local enterprises
® form the back-
bone of resilient
economies and
produce one-
third of the food
that feeds the
world.
According to the report, IFAD's
global investment portfolio
reached US$8,46 billion across 83
countries and more than 170 pro-
grammes in 2025. Ongoing IFAD
programmes have created nearly
390,000 jobs, constructed 7,300
km of rural roads, and brought 1.9
million hectares of land under cli-
mate-resilient management, among
other key results.
The report also reveals that invest-
ment projects that engaged the
private sector showed income in-
creases reaching 64 per cent - four
times higher than projects without
such partnerships. Overall, IFAD
has worked with more than
100,000 private sector partners
Condition ......33
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Five Innovations Transforming how
WEFP Delivers Food Assistance

Kathmandu 2 July, A child eats her
meal in Zaporizhia, Ukraine, where
classes have to be held under-
ground due to the war. School
Connect helps WFP to manage
and monitor school meal pro-

grammes. Photo: WFP/Sayed Asif
Mahmud

From artificial intelligence to dig-
ital registration and blockchain, the
World Food Programme (WFP)
is scaling practical innovations to
help us reach more people, more
efficiently.

As humanitarian needs continue to
outpace resources, innovation and
technology is fundamental to how
WEP delivers assistance, adapts to
increasingly complex crises and
makes every dollar stretch as far
as possible.

Many of these solutions are sup-
ported by the WFP Innovation
Accelerator, which works with
WEFP colleagues and partner or-
ganizations to implement initiatives
and help scale them globally.
SCOUT: Usingartificial intelligence
to improve WFP food delivery
SCOUT is an artificial intelligence
tool that helps WFP plan its global
supply chain more intelligently. It
supports decisions on where to buy
food, where to store it and how to
deliver it, taking into account
prices, transport costs, lead times
and access constraints.

The tool has been deployed across
West and Central Africa and East-
ern and Southern Africa. It has
saved US$6.2 million in 18
months, through improving the tim-
ing of purchases and selecting the
best storage lo-
cations. That is
enough to pro-
vide a month of
- life-saving food
assistance for
300,000 people.
It is projected to
generate up to
US$25 millionin
savings each
year, allowing
WFP to reach
more people
with the same re-

SOurces.

Sanku: Scaling food fortification
through local markets

Women toss maize grain workers
at amill in Morogoro, Tanzania.
With Sanku, essential vitamins and
minerals can be added directly into
flour during milling. Photo: Leah
Kidd

Sanku is a food fortification initia-
tive that works through local maize
flour mills to improve nutrition. It
equips millers with small, low cost
fortification devices - supported by
simple digital monitoring - that add
essential vitamins and minerals di-
rectly into flour during milling,
Sanku's factory in Tanzania pro-
duces high-quality, affordable
premix for national millers and
those across Kenya and Ethiopia.
In Eastern Africa, the innovation
reached 59.3 million people in
2025, helping close critical micro-
nutrient gaps in everyday diets.
School Connect: Digitizing WFP
school meal programmes

School Connect is a digital plat-
form that helps manage and moni-
tor school meal programmes in real
time. School staff can record food

deliveries, track stock levels, and
log attendance and meal consump-
tion using simple mobile tools.
Now in use in 11,000 schools
across 26 countries, including Af-
ghanistan, Cote d'Ivoire and Hon-
duras, School Connect helps gov-
ernments and WFP teams monitor
350 million school meals for 3.6
million children. By simplifying and
reducing reporting time, and im-
proving oversight, the platform has
saved US$3.6 million over two
years while strengthening account-
ability for school meal investments.
People Portal: Digital registration
for faster food assistance

WEFP staff advise people on self-
registration at a WFP-contracted
supermarket in Deir Al Balah,
Gaza. WFP/Photolibrary

People Portal enables people af-
fected by crises to self register for
WEFP assistance, update their in-
formation and receive real time up-
dates, even in low connectivity en-
vironments. People can view and
manage the data we hold about
them, encouraging transparency
and trust.

In Gaza, People Portal enabled the
digital registration of 2 million peo-
ple in 2025, accelerating access
while saving US$9.4 million in op-
erational costs. By reducing reli-
ance on labour-intensive field reg-
istration, the platform improves
speed and accuracy. Now used in
Ecuador, Sudan and Ukraine, as
well as Palestine, People Portal
could save US$115 million annu-
ally.

Building Blocks: Blockchain tech-
nology for humanitarian cash assist-
ance

A shopkeeper scans a customer's
QR code at a market on the out-
skirts of Dhaka, Bangladesh, which
will help humanitarian agencies see
what assistance has been provided.
Photo: WFP/Lena von Zabern
WEFP's blockchain-based platform
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IFAD's Set Ambitious Rural Transforma-
tion Agenda at Regional Forum in Abidjan

Kathmandu July 1, The IFAD Re-
gional Implementation Workshop
and Regional Farmers' Forum,
jointly held in Abidjan from 23 to
25 June, laid out an ambitious vi-
sion for the future of small-scale
agriculture in West and Central

value chains in partnership with the
private sector, creating opportuni-
ties for rural youth, and improving
access to finance.

"Farmers' organizations are pow-
erful partners of food systems
transformation. When empow-

Aftica, including elevating farmers'
organizations as strategic partners
shaping rural transformation.

Bringing together high-level gov-
ernment officials, farmers' organi-
zations, development partners,
IFAD-funded project management
units and the private sector, the
forum highlighted how strong part-
nerships can scale practical solu-
tions for rural communities. The
event also underscored how farm-
ers' organizations are increasingly
driving innovation, integrating in

helps humanitarian organizations
coordinate assistance more effec-
tively, while protecting personal
data. Each person has a unique
blockchain account, allowing agen-
cies to see what aid has been pro-
vided. This reduces duplication,
improves transparency and enables
more equitable support in complex
emergencies.

The platform has saved US$288
million since 2022 through avoid-
ing unintended assistance, includ-
ing more than US$270 million in
Ukraine alone. It is being used by
159 organizations in Ukraine, Syria
and Palestine.

ered, they strengthen governance,
spur innovation, amplify farmers'
voices and build lasting
sustainability. Their long-term au-
tonomy depends on strong, busi-
ness-oriented models that gener-
ate value, resilience and opportu-
nity," said Bernard Hien, IFAD
Regional Director for West and
Central Africa.

Experiences presented from sev-
eral countries showed that financ-
ing becomes more accessible to
smallholders when financial institu-
tions work closely with organized
farmer groups to share information,
reduce risks and build trust.
"Small-scale farmers are one of
agriculture's most important pri-
vate-sector actors. By organizing
into farmers' organizations, they
strengthen their voice, expand mar-
ket opportunities and improve live-
lihoods. At IFAD, we know food
security cannot be achieved with-
out farmers' organizations as key
partners in designing and imple-
menting projects," said Nigel Brett,
Director for IFAD's, Sustainable
Production, Markets and Institu-
tions Division

Sustainability was a recurring
theme throughout the three days:
what allows investments to keep
delivering results once project fi-
nancing ends? Experiences from
across the region pointed to a con-
sistent answer: strong partnerships,
transparent governance and mean-
ingful farmer participation through
professionally managed organiza-
tions.

In this spirit, the Farmers' Organi-
zation Declaration adopted at the
close of the meeting called for a
more systematic dialogue at re-
gional and country level, greater
recognition of the role and exper-
tise of farmers' organizations in the
design, implementation and evalu-
ation of projects and programmes.
It also emphasized the need for
stronger collaboration on shared
priorities, including climate resil-
ience, environmental sustainability,
financing and sustainable economic
models and farmers organizations'
role in fragile contexts.

Together, these commitments re-
inforce a central message from
Abidjan: when farmers' organiza-
tions are empowered as full part-
ners, rural investments are more
relevant, more resilient and more
likely to deliver lasting results.
The forum also took place against
the backdrop of IFAD's broader
partnerships to strengthen farmers'
organizations, which have
benefitted over the years from
IFAD's broader partnerships in-
cluding through European Union-
co-funded programmes such as
FO4IMPACT or the GAFSP Pro-
ducer Organisation window. These
initiatives are implemented by
farmers organizations themselves
and aim to improve farmers' ac-
cess to markets, finance and policy
dialogue as well as to strengthen
their organisations at local, national
and regional level.
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Erratic Monsoon and Risin Temperatures
Helghten Flash Flood Risk Across the HKH

Kathmandu July 7, As deadly
floods and cloudburst-triggered
disasters continue to hit parts of
Pakistan, Nepal and India, scien-
tists warn that communities across
the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH)
face an increasingly dangerous pat-
tern this season: longer dry spells
punctuated by sudden bursts of
intense rainfall capable of trigger-
ing flash floods, landslides and gla-
cier-related hazards.

The warning follows recent cloud-
burst-induced flooding in Paki-
stan's Gilgit-Baltistan and flooding
triggered by intense rainfalls in
Arunachal Pradesh, India, even as
the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH)
Monsoon Outlook 2026 project-
ing below-normal seasonal rainfall
across much of the region.

"The biggest misunderstanding is
that less seasonal rainfall means
lower flood risk," said Saswata
Sanyal, Disaster Risk Reduction
Specialist at ICIMOD. "Seasonal
forecasts describes average con-
ditions over several months, not
what happens in a single valley.
Under El Nifio, long dry spells can
be interrupted by intense local
storms that triggers devastating
flash floods and landslides."

The contradiction lies at the heart
of'this year's monsoon. While El
Nifio is expected to suppress sea-
sonal rainfall across much of South
Asia, short-lived weather systems

can temporar-
ily override
that pattern,
. producing in-
tense local-
ised rainfalls
capable of
causing se-
vere flooding.
Theresultis a
monsoon that
is becoming
more uneven
and difficult to
predict, with prolonged dry con-
ditions increasing pressure on ag-
riculture and water supplies while
isolated extreme rainfall events
continue to threaten lives and in-
frastructure.

Above-normal temperatures are
expected to further increase risks
in glacier-fed river basins across
the Indus, Ganga and
Brahmaputra. Warmer conditions
accelerate glacier and snowmelt,
adding more water to rivers al-
ready swollen by intense rainfall
while also destabilising mountain
slopes and moraine-dammed
lakes.

"The recent flooding in Pakistan's
Thore Valley demonstrates that
hazards in the HKH are no longer
occurring inisolation," said Manish
Shrestha, Hydrologist at
ICIMOD. "Heavy rainfall, glacier
melt, unstable slopes and fast-ris-
ing rivers can interact to create
cascading disasters.

Scientists say governments should
prepare simultaneously for
drought, heat stress, flash floods,
landslides and glacier-related haz-
ards rather than viewing them as
separate scenarios.

Particular attention is needed for
settlements along riverbanks, steep
mountain slopes and rapidly ex-
panding urban areas across Nepal,
northern and north-eastern India,
Pakistan and other vulnerable

mountain reglons where fragile
geology, rising temperatures and
expanding infrastructure continue
to increase exposure.

With weeks of the monsoon still
ahead, experts say the greatest
danger is assuming that fewer rainy
days mean fewer disasters. This
year's monsoon demands prepar-
edness for drought and floods at
the same time.

Additional quotes for media use
"A driermonsoon can still be a dan-
gerous monsoon. A seasonal rain-
fall average cannot capture the
cloudbursts that cause catastrophic
flooding in mountain valleys."
"This year requires dual prepared-
ness. Communities must prepare
for prolonged dry spells while re-
maining ready for sudden flash
floods, landslides and debris
flows."

"Higher temperatures increase gla-
cier and snowmelt, meaning even
short periods of heavy rainfall can
generate much larger floods in gla-
cier-fed river basins."

"Early warning systems need to
consider rainfall, glacier melt, river
flow and slope stability together
because these hazards increasingly
occur as cascading events."
"Disasters across the HKH are
becoming more frequent and in-
creasingly complex, but prepared-
ness systems are still largely de-
signed around individual hazards."
"Strengthening transboundary early
warning and information sharing is
becoming increasingly important
for managing risks that cross river
basins and national borders."
Qianggong Zhang, Head of Cli-
mate and Environmental Risks,
ICIMOD

"Heavy rainfall in Himalayan head-
waters can quickly translate into
flooding downstream. Monitoring
upstream conditions is essential for
reducing flood risk across entire
river basins."
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Common Agricultural
Policy, demands of the
European: organic
movement.

Kathmandu July 1,
BRUSSELS, July
1,IFOAM Organics
Europe today held a
press conference on
the future of the Common Agricultural Policy, pre-
senting the demands of the European organic move-
ment. This event followed the handover of the state-
ment on the future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
to European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food
Christophe Hansen, calling for strong and dedicated
support for organic farming after 2027.

Dora Drexler, the newly elected President of [FOAM
Organics Europe, said ""Organic farming is an essen-
tial public policy tool to drive the transformation to-
wards sustainable and resilient agri-food systems in
the EU. It delivers solutions to many challenges like
lowering the EU's dependency on synthetic inputs,
contributing to Europe's food sovereignty, offering
new opportunities to youth in rural areas thanks to
better economic prospects, and many more. The CAP
supported the development of organic farming in the
last decades and should continue to adequately sup-
port organic farmers, as organic represents the easi-
est and most efficient way to uphold environmental
ambitions for the CAP in the new budget structure."

PRESS RELEASE

The Council Chair of IFOAM Organics Europe, Jan
Plagge continued: "Member States should maintain
the obligation of supporting organic farmers in the fu-
ture CAP, through maintenance and conversion pay-
ments fully funded with EU money, as this is a crucial
tool to support the organic sector and offers predict-
ability to farmers engaged in sustainable methods of
production.

The new budget structure proposed can be used to
achieve this: [IFOAM Organics Europe calls Mem-
ber States to integrate organic chapters in their Na-
tional and Regional Partnership Plans. This is already
the case in the CAP Strategic Plans, and this approach
should be continued."

As discussions on the future CAP and the next
Multiannual Financial Framework advance, IFOAM
Organics Europe looks calls on the Commission,
MEPs and Member States to ensure that organic
farming receives the support and recognition needed
to benefit farmers, consumers and society.

EU Livestock
Strategy recognises

Kathmandu July 7, BRUSSELS, 7 July, IFOAM Or-
ganics Europe welcomes the recognition of the ben-
efits of organic livestock farming in the European
Commission's EU Livestock Strategy. The strategy
rightly acknowledges that organic livestock systems
combine profitability with high environmental and
animal welfare standards and that Member States
should therefore continue supporting organic farming
as aresilient business model. [IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope also welcomes the support for mobile slaugh-
terhouses, which can strengthen local value chains,
improve animal welfare by reducing transport dis-
tances and increase the viability of livestock farming
inrural areas.

"Organic livestock farming demonstrates that high en-
vironmental and animal welfare standards can go hand
in hand with economically viable farming, and the
Commission rightly recognises this. This is a step in
the right direction but needs to be translated into sup-
port for farmers on the ground by maintaining and
strengthening organic conversion and maintenance
support in the CAP post-2027, alongside a dedicated
and ring-fenced budget for agri-environmental meas-
ures including organic.", said Dora Drexler, President
of [IFOAM Organics Europe.

The overall direction of the Strategy remains overly
focused on technological solutions to make livestock
production more efficient, instead of supporting the
transition to farming systems that deliver environmen-
tal, climate and societal benefits. [FOAM Organics
Europe questions the strategy's expectations on "cut-
ting-edge breeding" approaches as the resilience of
European livestock will not be achieved through ge-
netic engineering techniques. IFOAM Organics Eu-
rope is also concerned that the strategy approaches
the climate impact and methane emissions of livestock
primarily through technological innovation, breeding
programmes and metrics that risk being reductionist.
The organic sector calls on the European Commis-
sion to not weaken existing environmental safeguards,
including through any reopening of the Nitrates Di-
rective.

"The future of EU livestock farming cannot be built
on efficiency gains, and resilience needs a transition
towards livestock production within ecological lim-
its. By closing nutrient cycles, the organic approach
reduces dependency on external inputs, decreases
vulnerability to shocks and strengthens resilience.
Greater priority and support should be given to farm-
ing systems that address emissions through circular
nutrient management,
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FZO boosts Support for Codex

Kathmandu July 7, Geneva, Swit-
zerland/Rome - The 49th Session
ofthe Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission opened today in Geneva,
with Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO)
Director-General QU Dongyu
highlighting increased FAO invest-
ment in Codex and reaffirming the
Organization's commitment to sup-
port countries in translating inter-
national food standards into tangi-
ble benefits for consumers, pro-
ducers and trade.

Opening the session via video mes-
sage, the Director-General recalled
that the FAO Ministerial Confer-
ence approved in 2025 an addi-
tional allocation of $500 000 to the
Codex Secretariat in the 2026-27
Programme of Work and Budget,
to support the work of the Com-
mission. Theadditional funding will
contribute to the work of newly
reactivated subsidiary bodies, the
timely publication of Codex texts
and upgrades to digital infrastruc-
ture.

Additionally, FAO remains com-
mitted to ensuring that Codex con-
tinues to receive the scientific ad-
vice underpinning its decisions
while supporting developing coun-
tries in building the capacity needed
to implement Codex standards ef-
fectively.

"Impact depends on im-
plementation - without
implementation these
standards cannot achieve
their intended benefits,"
the Director-General said,
stressing that while Codex
continues to provide es-
sential tools to ensure food
safety and facilitate trade,
the next challenge is ensur-
ing that countries can ef-
fectively apply those
standards.

QU said international
food standards contribute
far beyond food safety,
helping to build trust, re-
duce waste, and create more com-
petitive and equitable markets as
countries work to transform
agrifood systems to become more
efficient, more inclusive, more re-
silient and more sustainable.
About Codex:

Established by the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and the
World Health Organization
(WHO), the Codex Alimentarius
Commission first metin 1963. It
is the United Nations' body
charged with setting food stand-
ards to protect consumer health
and facilitate fair practices in in-
ternational food trade.
Comprising 188 Member Coun-
tries and 1 Member Organization
(the European Union) and 246
Observer Organizations, the Com-
mission meets annually to adopt
food safety and quality standards
and related recommendations.
While Codex texts are voluntary,
they serve as an international
benchmark that supports the de-
velopment of national legislation,
helps reduce barriers to trade, and
strengthen consumer confidence
by ensuring that food is safe, of
good quality, and honestly pre-
sented.

worldwide, linking farmers to mar-
kets and investment to help scale
impact.

Recent assessments unveiled in
2025 show that IFAD investments
between 2022 and 2024 boasted
an average increase in production
among project participants of 35
per cent, alongside average gains
of 34 per cent in both incomes and
market access. These results mark
a significant improvement in the
depth and durability of impact com-
pared to previous assessments.
2025 was also a strong year for
IFAD's financial sustainability. Dur-
ing the year, IFAD adopted an up-
dated Capital Adequacy Policy to
ensure that the Fund's financial
strategy supports its strategic ob-
jectives and future growth. IFAD's
AA+ credit rating was also revised
in 2025 from "stable" to "positive
outlook" by S&P and reaffirmed by
Fitch as stable, reflecting strength-
ened confidence in IFAD's capac-
ity to deliver impact at scale.

Through the Fund's sustainable
bond programme, IFAD also suc-
cessfully mobilized global private
wealth to support rural develop-
ment, issuing an additional US$340
million in bonds in 2025. In total,
IFAD has issued more than US$1
billion in sustainable bonds since the
programme's debut in June 2022.
IFAD also ramped up strategic en-
gagement with Member States and
partners, including the private sec-
tor, to identify priorities for the
coming years leading into its Four-
teenth Replenishment (IFAD14)
consultation process launched in
early 2026.

Looking ahead, IFAD will continue
to expand the reach and scale of
the Fund's investments," added
Lario. "By connecting more rural
people to local, regional and glo-
bal food systems, we can secure
food, livelihoods and stability - not
only for rural communities, but for
the world as a whole..
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-SAARC Strengthen Regional

Cooperatlon on Marine Fin Fisheries

Kathmandu July 1, The two-day
SAARC Regional Consultation
Meeting on Commercially Impor-
tant Marine Fin Fishes commenced
in Mal¢, Maldives, on Wednesday
(1 July 2026), bringing together
policymakers, senior fisheries of-
ficials, researchers and develop-
ment partners from across South
Asia to discuss the sustainable
management of marine fin fish re-
sources and strengthen regional
collaboration.

The inaugural program of the meet-
ing is jointly organized by the
SAARC Agriculture Centre
(SAC), the Ministry of Fisheries,
Agriculture and Ocean Resources
(MOFOR), Maldives and
Shushilan (Development Organiza-
tion), Bangladesh.

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Muththalib,
State Minister of the Ministry of
Fisheries, Agriculture and Ocean
Resources, Maldives officially in-
augurated the meeting. He empha-
sized the vital role of the fisheries
sector in ensuring food security and
addressing the impacts of climate
change.

Delivering the keynote address ti-
tled "Marine Fin Fishes in South
Asia: Current Management Sce-
narios and Potential for Collabo-
ration," Dr. Md. Abdul Wahab,
Professor at Bangladesh Maritime
University, highlighted the region's
shared fisheries challenges, includ-
ing overexploitation, [UU fishing,
climate change and habitat degra-

dation.

In his remarks,
Mr.Tanvir
I A h mad
@l Torophder, Di-
rector (ARD &
SDF) of the
SAARC Sec-
retariat,
! Kathmandu,

Nepal stressed
the need for collective action to
strengthen fisheries management,
enhance regional research, pro-
mote seafood processing and
value addition, and increase wom-
en's participation in the fisheries
sector.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Md.
Harunur Rashid, Director of the
SAARC Agriculture Centre em-
phasized that stronger regional co-
operation is essential to ensure the
sustainable management of com-
mercially important marine fin
fishes. He stated that the establish-
ment of a specialized regional ma-
rine fisheries management platform
under the coordination of the
SAARC Agriculture Centre has
become a timely necessity to en-
hance collaboration, promote sus-
tainable resource management and
address shared challenges across
the SAARC region.

Mostafa Nuruzzaman, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Shushilan (Development
Organization), Bangladesh, high-
lighted the importance of commer-
cially important marine fin fishes in
supporting food security, coastal
livelihoods and regional econo-
mies.

Dr. Md. Shariful Islam, Senior Pro-
gram Specialist (Fisheries) at the
SAARC Agriculture Centre and
Coordinator of this program pre-
sented an overview of the meeting
objectives and programme. He
highlighted that the consultation
aims to strengthen regional col-

laboration on the sustainable man-
agement of commercially important
marine fin fishes through knowledge
exchange, policy dialogue and the
identification of joint research and
development priorities among
SAARC member states.

The meeting started with the strong
appeal and urge for collaboration
of the sustainable fisheries devel-
opment in the SAARC region.

rtant issues remain unresolved, and
certain provisions risk watering
down the strict rules governing or-
ganic standards and weakening the
fundamental principles which or-
ganic farming is built on", warns
Eduardo Cuoco, director of
IFOAM Organics Europe.
"[FOAM Organics Europe there-
fore welcomes the opportunity for
further discussions during the next
stages of the legislative process and
urges all political groups to ap-
proach the forthcoming trilogue ne-
gotiations with the clear objective
of preserving the targeted nature of
this revision. The original Commis-
sion proposal was designed to ad-
dress a limited number of urgent
and technical issues, and this focus
should be maintained throughout
the remainder of the negotiations.
In particular, we encourage the
European Parliament to refrain from
pursuing changes that do not re-
spond to the practical needs of the
organic sector or that risk under-
mining essential organic principles".
IFOAM Organics Europe remains
committed to working construc-
tively with all EU institutions to en-
sure that the final text delivers legal
certainty while safeguarding the in-
tegrity and credibility of organic
production. The priority of co-leg-
islators should remain the swift
adoption of a balanced, targeted
and workable text that provides
certainty and stability for operators
across the organic value chain.
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A New Era of Food Systems
Transformatlon_m Morocco

Kathmandu

oot wovere July 7, Fol-
. "';,‘,"”';‘“ lowing an
intensive
nine-
. month

$83 journcey,
syt h e
Agroecology
and Or-
ganic Leadership Course (AOLC)
Morocco cohort gathered at the
National School of Agriculture of
Meknes (ENA Meknes) from 29
June to 1 July 2026. The gathering
celebrated the cohort's graduation
and provided a platform for par-
ticipants to showcase their visions
for amore resilient, sustainable, and
inclusive food system.
This second face-to-face session
marked the culmination of a pro-
gramme designed to focus on
transformation at the food system
level while strengthening leadership
for the emerging future. The event
brought together 23 graduates to
share their development plans and
strategize how to embed their ini-
tiatives at both national and sub-
national levels.
As apioneering Moroccan univer-
sity with a reputable Faculty of
Agroecological Engineering, ENA
Meknes proved to be an excep-
tional and vital institutional partner
for this training. High-level leader-
ship from the university attended
the graduation to honour the par-
ticipants, including:
" Said Amiri, Director, ENA
Meknes
" Jo Cadilhon, PhD, Science Part-
nership Coordinator
" Fouad Rachidi, Director of Re-
search, Cooperation, and Partner-
ships
" Martin Baumgart, Head of the
Organic Agriculture Component,
German-Moroccan Technical Dia-
logue on Agriculture and Forestry

(DIAF)

" Fatima Zahra Elmiri, National
Coordinator of DIAF Project
From Systems Thinking to Com-
munity Actions

The three-day face-to-face pro-
gramme featured nine sessions
covering key pillars of
agroecological and organic transi-
tion, alongside change enablement.
Key topics included:

" Policies and advocacy for
organic farming and agroecology:
Exploring regional dynamics and
the Moroccan context.

" Strategies and approaches
to mobilise support: Engaging pub-
lic entities at the subnational level.
" The role of Development
Projects: Understanding how spe-
cific projects contribute to
agroecology and the creation of
"Bio-territories"

" Intrinsic qualities of the
change agents: Fostering personal
and leadership development.

" Territorial mapping and in-
tegration: Embedding individual
development plans into broader
territorial action plans.

Delivered by Patricia Flores, Sen-
ior Manager Global Academy, and
co-trainer Jouhaina Riahi, with an
outstanding contribution from
Sahar Brahim, policy advocacy ex-
pert from [IFOAM - Organics In-
ternational, these sessions helped
cultivate a systems-thinking

mindset within the cohort, anchor-
ing their Personal Development
Plans within Morocco's policy
landscape.

Top Development Plans from the
Cohort

Following an interactive and par-
ticipatory peer review, three of the
23 Development Plans (DPs)
stood out for their exceptional de-
sign, high potential for impact, and
the leadership quality of the
changemaker:

Turning a new leaf for the Moroc-
can Agroecological and Organic
Movement

While the AOLC Morocco has
drawn to a close, the real-world
impact of these change agents is
just beginning to take root.
Equipped with advanced skills in
leadership, systems thinking,
stakeholder engagement and
change management, these gradu-
ates now serve as vital links in
growing a regional and global net-
work dedicated to promoting
agroecology and the principles of
organic agriculture.

By championing localised, sys-
temic interventions, this cohort is
elevating leadership standards
across Morocco's organic and
agroecology communities. Their
efforts will ensure that agroecology
plays a central role in shaping the
country's future food security and
better nutrition outcomes.
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First International Award-winning tea brand
Offering Natural and Herbal tea Blends,

Twigs Naturals is the Caribbean's
first international award-winning
tea brand offering natural and
herbal tea blends, herbs & spices,
and aromatic oils sourced from the
Caribbean. The company was pre-
sented during the Caribbean
Agrifood Business Session n°2 in
September 2021.

Nigel Jordan, Co-Founder and
CEO

Twigs Naturals

Promoting Bioeconomy and Green
Businesses in the Caribbean: op-
portunities for SMEs

The struggle to combat global en-
vironmental degradation and the
progress in including
socioeconomically marginalised
communities in global value chains
are both fundamentally dependent
on small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs).

Innovation across the value chains
include among others: packaging
design to increase recycled con-
tent and reusability, recyclability
and compostability, development
of renewable feedstocks, and
chemical recycling; promoting re-
generative agricultural practices;
improving sustainable soil and wa-
ter management; developing pre-
cision agriculture solutions (e.g.
nutrient and water looping for ver-
tical or indoor farming); designing
food products and supply chains
to eliminate waste, bring produc-
tion closer to consumption, and
regenerate nature and soils ; trans-
forming food by-products into new
products, biomaterials, and agri-
culture and aquaculture inputs to
return nutrients to the soil; devel-
oping approaches to minimize food
losses.

In agriculture, traditionally consid-
ered a low productivity sector, the
application of digital technologies
has the potential to increase pro-
ductivity and yields while reducing
inputs of chemical fertilizers, col-

lect, sort and distribute waste, in-
telligent waste management sys-
tems necessarily rely on sensors,
big data analytics and cloud com-
puting.

Areas of support to MSMEs are
strengthening sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, increased
traceability, reducing technical bar-
riers to trade, and developing or
enforcing intellectual property
schemes.

Operators need to be aware of the
opportunities and benefits of the
bioeconomy and be incentivized to

Naturals

Twigs

develop new products and pro-
duction processes and new busi-
nesses and value chains to meet a
growing demand for more environ-
mentally friendly products and
forms of production and create new
quality jobs and new markets.
MSMES need to be informed
about policies and regulations, link
to research and development, in-
novation and use of ICT and dig-
ital technologies to overcome trade
and regulatory barriers that may
limit the development of the
bioeconomy.

Numerous barriers can hamper the
implementation of circular and
green economy practices by SMEs
that can originate, for example,
from the SME enabling environ-
ment, such as culture and policy-
making, from the market chain in
which the SME operates, such as
behaviour of suppliers, and from
lack of technical skills and finance.
The lack of government support

and encouragement (through the
provision of funding opportunities,
training, effective taxation policy,
import duty, etc.) is widely recog-
nised as a significant barrier in the
uptake of environmental invest-
ments.
The lack ofknowledge about the
benefits of the circular economy
has been identified as one of the
barriers to the implementation of
circular economy practices
among SMEs.
The transition of SMEs to green
business practices usually incurs
administrative burdens stemming
from environmental legislation.
Many SMEs do not have the tech-
nical capacity to identify, assess
and implement more advanced
technical options that would enable
them to reduce their environmen-
tal impacts while realising cost sav-
ings. As a consequence, they usu-
ally prioritise technologies with
which they are already familiar and
depend on the suggestions of their
suppliers for new technical solu-
tions; however, in order to assess
the new options they still need a
certain level of technical skill and
knowledge
The development of the
bioeconomy requires new knowl-
edge and funding resources to de-
velop an innovative product. It also
requires a behavioural change and
policy measures to raise consum-
ers' awareness about circular
economy practices and products
to encourage the adoption of cir-
cular business models.
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