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=T, fow 7 arfqafders aw/ &
HifqT SireA AT 3 |

JUTAFT (HFIA a7 THET G |
fFaTTes Hi =fHH, qHEM qar
FHFATET, HIEl, HEd qgr qren
frar, weay fopam ¥ a=r forareraT
FIAT TEH G T ABIAR g q4T
TIATAE, HIGATAF, HETATAF,
FhI, =TS, S, TIATETAl T
I JATERHT AT AT, Wheem ¥
qHerT sfaa fearsr gaaEs
FIHT FXF <M@U 90T FRHAT [qTR
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feFaTE®aT ST T FRIATH &vg 2l |
T HETHE foe HI{e T B Aol
IHT FHITFT FAFAIOHT AT
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9. [UTAFT FIIGTTAT TFLT
qUanTfTw wifeasrdr/ Farfas
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qATIRH el Jrafaear aaredds |
qET fq=TE, auiedr 9 g,
IR 3T, feve, fgT aar e 2
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frATETEiEd dHiad, 99E, Hedl T
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FRATET AT |

Yo, FAT fFaTTEr ART G AT
{9 WEsT a1, TWREAT T,
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Wmm%ﬁqﬁwmw.
FFITST AT WISTATATIT WISTHT ST, ST qT
W&WWWWWWW
Wq—m—ﬁ:mw@aln—:ﬁﬁaﬁam
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JANTHT AT a2 FeqAT Fgfaad
feqoe wmT afe AT T g o
fFEarad  A19dT  ATF9THAT ¥
TAAATAR H I, IR qoT

ERATS AR g TeAarg #AT ¥
ORI I Gfatere! fasre T+ af
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AATAET STHT TiFT AT TRTAT,
HHAG ¥ AT (b HRIHAE
TEHTA FT ATTARIIT JAGTHT AT
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AeRled ‘Ghiqasd gdrarar T
fFad & R STaTh HeHST TE |
Afgolepl HITHT Wcilehl HTH FH
foTEr ¥ HAH TATATTE AABT TART
&I AZedh! A &7 | ETHT ITETes
T AT THATAHT g AU &THT
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gl fafdaber @ dgal o=
I g5 |

AR fbT a&qr A 9 7
qATH ATATAT HIAH TEET TART
nﬂaﬁmwwﬁaﬁm@mﬁm
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afr® JudrT E argRESr AR
GrHTeg he e Bl AGRT AT
FAITAATE T B T | GATATATATE
wft ufgcts ST=AT rEfaE TATIH
Ffepdt a7 AT BT ool qETEs ¥
¥~ @1 g AU @I 913 3 |
Tl IATSTTRRT 34 A9 afger 7 diaTaTed
foTEr ¥ H TS AART TART
A A YART T a7 © IY 747,
AGE! G TART TWET A | FET
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T DTIH ¥ &1 A ITh TE@aTg
TUTST Hadl HTEl, 9 ¥ HRES
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TG GIf el AT JUeTed TRIEH &
T FRTIHT FAETET0r S e
ferawor

I [a9RTaTe \1g % T @ giard
Tar 0 e fefasa #matey,
FISHTS eIl TIH AT retrel
sireprsty ATy Gfea@r AT e
RIgd Aed 9T qﬁlqcbl Fﬂ'ﬁ'&TUT
FTHA TRTHT G |
AIHAHT AT STHT Fods ATHREGRT,
FTSHTST TTAHTS, B, AIATART,

AP T,  [¥EH =MHA, ATHA,

mewwwﬁ
qoT3+ [&FF TRl TSl |

Jeifgd Fa @I qerdH ATAHT

qH, SAT Iwi@ 95 IINRT i
AT AHTHRT q2AT |

TE () T ARTHT e 91 (4) & fF
A AT FEUH TSR, faazorH T
Joei@ TRTH T (4) F N Sq
AINT TBT3T Farear |

I AR T e fegar |

I SFFIIT qIT TR HFIAT
(RIfEHTEE) fead ST Jigar =md,
qYIA IA, AAG! dA, ATATAA
TIMATET @I YETIEE AEART ATRT
I3 foaek UTeeRT argar |

Swifad | @ry qaTdE aae
T, IATE, AThIAF T FANTR
¥, ST Sewoig A% I99rT fafq
U THTHT MGl TATTHT T |

g 7 % wrg qd FAIrAT
TraTALAA qure 91, far, Aferqa® |
q.91.-8,
- ¥ HigTdtanr) o ¥
AT 9T AT H T ATTHT
AT ST TATET T T HFAT
FATHT TI[ AITRIT  ATLAT
AT e,
IMMHTETT ¥ HISTENT @I 9ard ard
TART AU TAb! [CqITH =T FHHT:
QU4 T 9% Y HE AT ke TS,
__ =zgfgswa
o WIEETE
REHT, AT
¥ TUT dd BTl
a7 gieaa
TTE &1
fo® 9%T
g fafd
‘ 3T (R) fa=
TEHT T AT
fgfa  fa=
e o T farsnt faawor I e,
wugrer &l (First In First Out -
FIFO) #a¥ I e argadl, @re
AT HTAH T JATY @I T8
IEEIRESEUIRICE
T2F-T2H @I FRIET T el AdqTT
T JART AT GAT AIET AT
(Standard Operating Procedure (
SO) arE a@r1 T fagere fage,
I(% TEHH U0 e HE USH,

FLAAY FAER (AT TEHH

HISTAfeHT), @AY gl Jiauer df
ATTH! TATAT FETGT T FHHAT
FTHA &l AT 053 918 R0 T
JANT URETTHT compliant ATTer
d@r (Walnut) fearer i (Re-
call-Mega art Pvt.Ltd. @€ 9am=m
EH, @I TEEE ATAIAT @l

JUIRU] TRE! TIZHT, ATHTT
g uaTdes Wrteg &t FIFO yometr
AR THT TSR], TUSRUT  FHETH!
AT AT REHT, TUSR eTeATS
qu gt ™, fawmr faqror
AU FHI SR (Icaniad fHfd 203
TATE) ToRare Rt (Recall) T8 &
7 faa=or fqammar aanfivg Tor T,
I AT T FAETLAT IIeeTor
T AERHT THAT FheA ITRTH,.
THYARH HECH TU8 A T, o
FH.A.T-3R, (FAfHT dqma) el
TIARTSH! ATATT TEH, & T @
TIAH] FALIT TrATISTTh ATEH,
Fdl @Y ISTIEs ATACHT AUSRIT
TXHT TTSHI, AThHITT ATTRTGHT
HFTAT ATATA TRl UTSURI, &I
TAAVE] AT 99 FIFHR gl
AN TH, TR @E GIGET fath
faa=or T @™ W@egar ®EH T
e feger g |

faumrare fafq 053 W R0 Td
ATaerel arer difedesd dhT Iqered
TRIZH T T geTdehr fAreror
FATHA TRTH G |

Prsgam st faarese, sroATeT
ferde ®I9E TS |9, TATEH T,
#eT (Wheat flour), feram, w8, |9,
g2@ (Dates), FITHHT avg ITRITH
Fegeet 94T (Fava beans), 20t 74
(Table salt), @qireT & (Apricot
paste), Hazelnut cream, 9=,
difet (Tohini), THRST ASiTT ST
FAGT IfAAH TR GAATGH
ferrgue @, ftwrgue edible palm
olive =, fal, =THa, FATHHT o<
TR FTEeAr I (White Chick
Peas) sMmaderr @=r ‘{GIJS@ NEGSED
AT faaerare ATuerr qrge,
Jedfgd g9 @ TSTdH] TTeqHT
¥, ST Sewoig A% I99rT fafq
U qHTRT Gl TATTHT T |
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(Good Distribution Practice)
AT ATAR T, T @TH T
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TEH TTSHI,
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qT fTATT HIAB AR © FaT gaerfead
AqTSaQT @I gratd q9T T e
FATAIEE T IR qeT ATHA] TEH
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FTATAEEATE AT 9 R053/5¥ 1 fafq
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Thi-nking About Donating to Help end Hung-er?

How quickly can my donation reach people in need?
When a crisis strikes, WFP is on the ground within 72
hours to assess critical food needs and begin scaling

up? assistance.

Kathmandu September 30,
Thinking about donating to help end
hunger? Your questions answered
Choosing a charity can feel over-
whelming. Here are answers to
common questions about donating,
supporting people facing hunger
and understanding how the World
Food Programme (WFP) uses
people's money to support those
who need it most.

30 September 2026, WFP staff
A farmer supported by WFP
shows harvests that can increase
her income and provide for her
family in Cox's Bzar, Bangladesh.

What is the best charity to do-
nate to?

There is no single "best" charity to
donate to. The right choice de-
pends on the cause you care about
and the impact you want your do-
nation to have. When choosing a
charity, it can help to look at its
experience, transparency, ac-
countability and ability to reach
people in crisis.

If you want to help tackle hunger,
the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) is the world's
largest and most experienced or-
ganization working in this area.
WEP provides life-saving food as-
sistance in emergencies and sup-
ports longer-term efforts to im-
prove food security and resilience.

Why should I donate to help
people facing hunger?

Hunger affects every aspect of a
person's life. It can damage health,
make it harder for children to learn,
undermine livelihoods and leave
families more vulnerable to future
crises.

The effects can also reach far be-

yond individual households. When
hunger becomes widespread, com-
munities can struggle to recover
from shocks, local economies can
weaken, and more people may be
forced to leave their homes in
search of safety or opportunity.

Ultimately, supporting people fac-
ing hunger can help save lives in
emergencies and give communities
worldwide the chance to build more
sustainable, self-reliant futures.

Why should I donate to WFP?
WFEFP has the scale, expertise and
logistics capacity to respond to
some of the world's largest emer-
gencies. It has a huge global foot-
print and operates one of the
world's largest humanitarian sup-
ply chains, moving food and other
assistance by land, sea and air to
reach people in some of the world's
most challenging environments.
By working alongside govern-
ments, local communities and hu-
manitarian partners, WFP can de-
liver assistance at scale while help-
ing strengthen food security and
resilience over the longer term.

Is WFP a legitimate and trust-

worthy organization?

Yes. WFP is part of the United
Nations, serving as its food assist-
ance agency, and was awarded the
2020 Nobel Peace Prize for its ef-
forts to combat hunger and
support peace in conflict-
affected areas.

WEFP publishes information
about its funding, operations
and results, helping donors
understand how resources
are used. This includes
WEP publishing monthly fi-
nancial and other data for
all its operations, as amem-
ber of the International Aid
Transparency Initiative.
WEFP is governed by an
Executive Board, which
consists of 36 Member
States and provides intergovern-
mental support, direction and su-
pervision of its activities.

How does WFP use my dona-
tions?

WFEFP uses donations to support
programmes that help people fac-
ing hunger. Depending on the situ-
ation, this can include emergency
food assistance, cash-based sup-
port, school meals, nutrition pro-
grammes and assistance that helps
communities prepare for and re-
cover from crises.

The type of assistance depends on
local needs. In some places, WFP
provides food directly. In others,
it provides cash or vouchers so
families can buy food locally.
WEP also publishes information on
its funding and operations so do-
nors can see how resources are
used.

Two children in Balochistan prov-
ince, Pakistan, enjoy nutritious
school meals that have increased
enrolment rates by over 50 per-
cent.

Can I choose where my dona-
tion goes?
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Depending on how you donate to
WEFP, you may be able to support
a specific emergency appeal or
crisis.

If you do not choose a specific
appeal, WFP can direct your do-
nation to the countries, emergen-
cies or programmes where support
is most urgentlyneeded. This helps
WEFP respond to changing humani-
tarian needs, including crises that
may receive less public attention.
Donation options may vary de-
pending on your country and the
platform you use.

Why does WFP need public do-
nations if it is part of the United
Nations?

Although WFP is part of the United
Nations, it does not receive a guar-
anteed UN budget for its humani-
tarian work.

WEP relies entirely on voluntary
contributions from governments,
companies, organizations and in-
dividuals. This means public dona-
tions help WFP respond when
needs rise and funding is not
enough to reach everyone who
needs assistance.

Individual donations can provide
emergency food rations, school
meals and other forms of support
for people facing hunger.

How much of my donation goes
directly to helping people?
Forevery US$1 given by an indi-
vidual donor to WFP, 64 cents
goes directly to programmes sup-
porting people facing hunger, while
28 cents supports fundraising ac-
tivities that help WFP reach more
donors and generate additional in-
come for its work.

A further 2 cents is used to proc-
ess the donation, and 6 cents help
run WFP and its programmes.

Can a small donation really
make a difference?

Yes. Small donations can make a
real difference when combined
with contributions from many other

supporters.

Humanitarian assistance is often
made possible by thousands of
people giving what they can. To-
gether, those contributions can
help provide food assistance,
school meals, nutrition support and
emergency relief.

For WFP, individual donations help
support programmes for people
facing hunger around the world.
WEFP also runs ShareTheMeal, a
mobile app that enables people to
make small contributions which,
together with donations from thou-
sands of others, help support food
assistance programmes around the
world.

A woman collects WFP emer-
gency food assistance in Am
Dafok town, Central African Re-
public, after an influx of people
fleeing violence in the border area
near Sudan. Photo: WFP/Aurore
Vinot

How many people can my do-
nation help feed?

The impact of a donation
depends on where WFP is

guards designed to protect donors'
personal and financial information.
As with any online transaction, no
organization can guarantee the
complete elimination of risk. How-
ever, donating through WFP's of-
ficial channels helps ensure contri-
butions are processed securely and
directed towards humanitarian pro-
grammes supporting people facing
hunger.

How quickly can my donation
reach people in need?

When a crisis strikes, WFP is on
the ground within 72 hours to as-
sess critical food needs and begin
scaling up? assistance.

This rapid response is possible
because WFP has staff, partners
and? logistics? networks?
operating? around the world and
is often already working in coun-
tries affected by an emergency.
Donations can therefore support
people as quickly as circumstances
allow.

Sources : Courtesy from WFP

working, local food prices
and the type of assistance
being provided.

To help people understand

the potential impact of their
support, WFP provides
examples on its donation
pages. For example, a
monthly donation of
US$10 can provide 35
emergency meals each
month for people suffering
from hunger.

The exact number of peo-
plereached varies between
countries and programmes,
but every donation helps
WEFP provide food assist-
ance and other support to
people facing hunger.

Is it safe to donate to
WEFEP online?

WEP uses secure donation
platforms and other safe-
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Dr. Md. Golam Mahboob, Joined the
SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC)

Kathmandu September 1,

Dr. Md. Golam Mahboob, a sea-
soned agricultural scientist with
more than two decades of experi-
ence in research and natural re-
source management, today

2026) joined the SAARC Agri-
culture Centre (SAC) in Dhaka as
its new director. He takes charge
of the regional centre with a man-
date to strengthen agricultural co-
operation, research and knowledge
sharing among SAARC member
states.

Dr. Mahboob, an agricultural sci-
entist with expertise in agricultural
forestry, remote sensing, GIS and
natural resource management, has
been serving as Chief Scientific
Officer (Forestry) at the Bangla-
desh Agricultural Research Coun-
cil (BARC).
He began his career at the Bang-
ladesh Agricultural Research Insti-
tute in 2006 and subsequently held
several scientific positions at BARI
and BARC. He was appointed
Chief Scientific Officer (Forestry)
at BARC in September 2025.
Dr. Mahboob obtained his PhD
from Gifu University, Japan, a post-
graduate diploma in Remote Sens-
ing and GIS from the Indian Insti-
tute of Remote Sensing in India
and an MS
journals and conference proceed-
ings and contributed to books and
book chapters.

He also founded the Agro-Envi-
ronmental Remote Sensing and
Modeling Lab at BARI, focusing
on the application of geospatial
technologies in agriculture and en-
vironmental management. His ap-
pointment comes as South Asia
faces growing challenges from cli-
mate change, food insecurity and
natural resource degradation. As
director, Dr Mahboob is expected
to strengthen regional
collaboration on climate-resilient

agriculture, research, innovation
and sustainable agri-food systems.
SAC warmly welcomed Dr. Md.
Golam Mahboob and wished him
asuccessful and impactful tenure.
With his extensive

experience in agricultural research,
forestry, natural resource manage-
ment and geospatial technologies,
his leadership is expected to fur-
ther strengthen regional coopera-
tion and knowledge sharing in ag-
riculture among SAARC Member
States.

The SAC family also expressed its
sincere gratitude to Dr. Md.
Harunur Rashid for his leadership,
guidance and valuable contribu-
tions during his tenure. His dedi-
cation and commitment to advanc-
ing regional agricultural coopera-
tion will be remembered with great
appreciation.

He also founded the Agro-Envi-
ronmental Remote Sensing and
Modeling Lab at BARI, focusing
on the application of geospatial
technologies in agriculture and en-
vironmental management. His ap-
pointment comes as South Asia
faces growing challenges from cli-
mate change, food insecurity and
natural resource degradation. As
director, Dr Mahboob is expected
to strengthen regional

The discussion focused on several
important areas of mutual interest,
including

antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
the One Health approach, sustain-
able animal and aquatic foods, sur-
veillance and field studies and labo-
ratory analysis.

Both organisations explored op-
portunities for jointly undertaking
research, technical programs and
collaborative initiatives to address
emerging challenges in animal and
aquatic health. The discussion also
highlighted the importance of
strengthening regional cooperation,
evidence-based research and
knowledge sharing to support sus-
tainable food systems and improve
animal, human and environmental
health.

The meeting concluded with a
shared commitment to exploring
future collaboration between SAC
and WorldFish Bangladesh in ar-
eas of common interest, contrib-
uting to sustainable agriculture, fish-
eries and food systems in South
Asia.

SAC Holds Collaborative Meet-
ing with WorldFish Bangladesh to
Explore Joint Initiatives

Dhaka, 08 September 2026: A
meeting was held between the
SAARC Agriculture Centre
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(SAC) and WorldFish Bangladesh
to explore potential areas of col-
laboration in promoting sustainable
animal and aquatic food systems
across South Asia.

The meeting was attended by Mr.
Shafiq Rheman, Scientist, Aquatic
Animal Health and One Health,
WorldFish, along with SAC spe-
cialists Dr. Md. Younus Ali, Senior
Program Specialist (Livestock), Dr
Raza Ullah Khan, Senior Program
Specialist (Natural Resource Man-
agement), and Dr Md. Shariful Is-
lam, Senior Programme Specialist
(Fisheries).

The discussion focused on several
important areas of mutual interest,
including

antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
the One Health approach, sustain-
able animal and aquatic

The discussion focused on several
important areas of mutual interest,
including

antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
the One Health approach, sustain-
able animal and aquatic foods, sur-
veillance and field studies and labo-
ratory analysis.

Both organisations explored op-
portunities for jointly undertaking
research, technical programs and
collaborative initiatives to address
emerging challenges in animal and
aquatic health. The discussion also
highlighted the importance of
strengthening regional cooperation,
evidence-based research and
knowledge sharing to support sus-
tainable food systems and improve
animal, human and environmental
health.

The meeting concluded with a
shared commitment to exploring
future collaboration between SAC
and WorldFish Bangladesh in ar-
eas of common interest, contrib-
uting to sustainable agriculture, fish-
eries and food systems in South
Asia.

journals and conference proceed-
ings and contributed to books and
book chapters.

Restoring forst .....

cohesion and the preservation of
cultural identity and knowledge
systems.

Scaling up solutions

Progress is underway, with large-
scale restoration increasingly rec-
ognized as crucial for achieving
global targets on land degradation
neutrality, climate change mitigation
and adaptation, biodiversity con-
servation and ending hunger.
According to the report, govern-
ments across 91 countries and ar-
eas have pledged more than 190
million hectares for forest restora-
tion.

Examples of notable restoration
projects among the 18 case stud-
ies analysed in the report include
the Great Green Wall for the Sa-
hara and the Sahel Initiative, the
Three North Programme of China,
and the Trinational Atlantic Forest
Pact across Argentina, Brazil and
Paraguay.

However, progress remains insuf-
ficient, with only 206.5 million hec-
tares of forests currently under res-
toration.

The report points to four mutually
reinforcing pathways to scale up
high-quality restoration:

"People must be at the centre, en-
suring that their rights, knowledge
and priorities shape restoration
outcomes;

"Restoration must be planned and
implemented at the landscape
scale, balancing conservation, pro-
duction and livelihoods through
context-specific approaches;
"Financing must be aligned with the
realities of restoration; public and
private resources need to be mo-
bilized to support long-term, high-
quality outcomes;

"Coherent policy, law and institu-
tional frameworks are crucial for
enabling restoration at scale and
ensuring its sustainability over time.
"The remaining years to 2030 must
be defined by high-quality imple-
mentation - scaling up forest and
landscape restoration that is peo-

ple-centred, science-based and
supported by coherent policies. I
am confident that through collec-
tive action and shared commitment
we can restore degraded lands at
scale and build a better future for
all," the FAO Director-General
wrote.

where inputs come from, contrib-
uting to income increases for 76
per cent of participating house-
holds.

A participant in the READ SI
project applies compost to his
Continue .... 31 page
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rice field in Sulawesi, Indonesia. ©
IFAD/Jefti Tarigan

5. Think beyond the farm: bundle
inputs, finance and markets
Resilience is ultimately a property
of systems, not just of farming
practices: climate-proofing a farm
may not make a difference if the
finance and market systems around
itremain vulnerable.

That's why IFAD bundles interven-
tions for maximum impact. In
Kenya, KCEP-CRAL combined
insurance with drought-tolerant in-
puts distributed through local agro-
dealers and community ware-
houses. In Bangladesh, households
received not only solar irrigation
systems but contracts with a pre-
mium buyer, showing income
growth of 50 per cent, compared
to 22 per cent in control groups.

The impacts of El Nifio are likely
to be significant, with a more than
90 per cent chance of a very strong
event in late 2026 and into 2027.
But IFAD's investments show that
investments in resilience both on
and off the farm enable small-scale
farmers to withstand even the
strongest shocks - or recover faster
if disaster strikes.

IFAD's upcoming COP31 report
will provide further insights into the
impacts of El Nifio on small-scale
agriculture and potential solutions.
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PHILIPPINES-From nothing to something
Greater: The Story of a Woman Farmer

Kathmandu September 15,
PHILIPPINES - From nothing to
something greater: The story of a
woman farmer who turned injus-
tice into hope, opportunity, and
change

Every harvest begins with a seed.
But the story of Pestales Agricul-
ture Cooperative began with
something else-a question.

Why do the people who
work the hardest often
earn the least?

I am Jenalyn A. Entoy,
Chairperson and Founder & °
of Pestales Agriculture Co-
operative, a grassroots so-
cial enterprise committed to
empowering small-scale !
farmers and fishermen in the
Philippines.

Our work focuses on con-
necting farmers to markets,
expanding their access to govern-
ment programs and funding oppor-
tunities, promoting sustainable and
organic agriculture, and helping
communities build more resilient
livelihoods.

Today, Pestales manages a 6.4-
hectare farm and serves as an ac-
credited TESDA Farm School of-
fering Organic Agriculture Produc-
tion NC II. We were recognized
as the first Certified Organic Par-
ticipatory Guarantee System
(PGS) Group in Cebu and the third
in Central Visayas in 2024. In
2025, we became an Organic Cer-
tifying Body, strengthening our
commitment to advancing organic
agriculture. I was also honored with
the International Filipino Leaders
Award by Ladies of All Nations,
Inc. in 2023.

But these achievements are not
where our story begn.

Before the farm, before the rec-
ognition, before the programs and
partnerships, there was simply a
woman who witnessed farmers

struggling-and decided that she
could not remain silent.

Challenge and opportunity: When
a farmer's hard work was worth
only 50 centavos

Our advocacy began with a visit
to Dalaguete, Cebu, known as one
of Cebu's vegetable baskets.
What we saw there was difficult

to forget.

Farmers worked long hours under
the sun. They planted, cultivated,
harvested, sorted, and transported
their crops. They invested their
money, time, strength, and hopes
into every harvest.

Yet, when it was time to sell, many
farmers had little control over the
price of their own produce.
Middlemen could purchase their
vegetables at prices that barely re-
flected the value of their labor.
Sometimes, chayote was bought
for as little as 50 centavos per
piece.

For someone looking at a vegeta-
ble in a market, it may seem like
an insignificant amount.

But behind that piece of chayote
was a farmer who had spent weeks
preparing the land, planting, car-
ing for the crop, harvesting it, and
carrying it to market.

Behind that farmer was a family.
Behind that family were children
who needed food, education, and
a future.

That 50-centavo chayote repre-
sented something much bigger than
its price.

It represented an agricultural sys-
tem in which the people carrying
the greatest risks could have the
least power.

Seeing this reality broke our hearts
and left us with a question:

What can we do to help farm-
ers gain greater control over
their livelihoods?

That question became the founda-
tion of Pestales Community.

We realized that the problem was
not that farmers were unwilling to
work.

They were already working hard.
The problem was access.

Access to fair markets.

Access to information.

Access to government programs.
Access to funding.

Access to technology and training.
And, most importantly, access to
avoice.

Many farmers were eligible for
government programs, agricultural
support, grants, and private foun-
dation funding. Yet these opportu-
nities often remained beyond their
reach because applications re-
quired proposals, documentation,
and processes they struggled to
navigate. Some had limited literacy.
Others simply did not know these
opportunities existed.
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That was the opportunity we saw.
We did not want merely to in-
crease farmers' income.

We wanted to open doors that had
been closed to them for too long.
Innovation and solution: Building a
fairer path from farm to table

We knew that we could not sim-
ply eliminate middlemen.

They are part of the agricultural
value chain, and we understood
that the solution was not to wage
war against them.

Instead, we wanted to give farm-
ers choices.

We wanted to create stronger con-
nections between farmers and con-
sumers so that producers could
have greater bargaining power and
retain more of'the value created by
their labor.

But we also discovered another
problem.

Even when farmers successfully
produced crops, there were times
when they produced more than the
market could absorb.

During periods of oversupply, veg-
etables could spoil before they
were sold.

Farmers lost income.

Food became waste.

Months of hard work disappeared.
So we asked another question:
What if excess harvest could
become an opportunity instead
of a loss?

Our answer was value addition.
Instead of selling raw agricultural
products alone, we began devel-
oping ways to process them into
high-value products with longer
shelflives.

A crop that once had only a few
days to find a buyer could now
generate value for months.
Surplus could become a product.
Waste could become income.
And farmers could move beyond
simply producing crops.

They could become entrepreneurs.
This became the foundation of our
sustainable organic agricultural
model.

On our own 6.4-hectare farm, we

cultivate raw materials using sus-
tainable organic farming practices,
transform them into quality proc-
essed products, and bring them to
the market. Our farm became
more than a production site. It be-
came a living example where farm-
ers could see that value addition
was practical and possible.

Our goal was no longer simply:

"How can farmers grow
more?"

It became:

"How can farmers earn more,
waste less, and retain more of the
value they create?"

But there was another part of our
innovation that was equally impor-
tant.

We became a bridge to opportu-
nity.

We help farmers prepare propos-
als, complete requirements, con-
nect with government agencies,
and seek grants, funding, training,
and development programs from
private institutions and founda-
tions.

We do not simply facilitate appli-
cations.

We listen to farmers.

We understand their needs.

We help turn their experiences and
aspirations into proposals that can
open doors.

And when farmers cannot speak
for themselves in the rooms where
decisions are made, we become
their voice.

Because every farmer deserves
not only a fair price for a harvest,
but also a fair chance to build a
better future.

Implementation: From a dream
into something people could see
A good idea means little if it re-
mains on paper.

Turning our vision into reality re-
quired more than passion. It re-
quired planning, courage, hard
work, collaboration, and a willing-
ness to begin even when we did
not have everything we needed.

We started from literally zero.

We chose not to wait for change.
We began building it.

First, we began with what we had-
our own farmland and our deter-
mination to make a difference.
Through our persistence in seeking
opportunities and building partner-
ships, we were able to access
grants that provided agricultural
equipment, machinery, and
processing facilities. These were
more than machines; they became
tools of opportunity, helping us turn
farmers' harvests into value-added
products, reduce waste, and cre-
ate new possibilities for our com-
munity.

We wanted to lead by example.
Before asking other farmers to be-
lieve in our model, we wanted to
prove that it could work ourselves.
We developed a complete farm-to-
market value chain:

Grow.

Process.

Add value.

Market.

Connect with consumers.

We cultivated raw materials
through sustainable organic prac-
tices.

We processed agricultural prod-
ucts.

We developed value-added prod-
ucts.

We brought those products to con-
sumers.

And we documented what we
learned so that other farmers and
communities could adapt the model
to their own needs.

But we did not do it alone. Our
community members became the
foundation of the work. Their dedi-
cation and belief'in the shared vi-
sion made the model possible.

We also built partnerships with gov-
ernment agencies, private-sector
organizations, NGOs, and founda-
tions. These partnerships opened
access to technical assistance,
funding opportunities, capacity-
building programs, and market link-
ages.
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Kathmandu September 17,

This will follow one of the worst
agricultural years on record in Eu-
rope, with yields at historic lows in
some countries. The summer saw
roughly half of the land area of the
EU and UK fall under drought con-
ditions just as geopolitical disrup-
tions caused oil and fertilizer prices
to spike - a climate shock that

Preparing for El Nifio: Lessons
from IFAD Investments

In Nepal, drought-tolerant rice varieties introduced
through the IFAD-funded CURE programme raised av-
erage yields by almost 30 per cent over local landraces
while reducing year-to-year variability.
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resilience can be achieved by ap-
the same logic to insurance
~ - arranging it when the

= forecast is issued, not

wf_‘;:f».,u

landed on top of an input shock.
For small-scale producers in
drought- and flood-prone regions
around the world, this double bur-
den is already familiar. Eleven
countries - home to 282 million
rural people - rank in the top third
globally for both drought exposure
and fertiliser cost-share increases,
leaving rural communities particu-
larly vulnerable to shocks.

But El Nifio is one of the few
shocks that can be forecast months
ahead - leaving a real window to
act. Across IFAD-supported
projects, what distinguishes resil-
ient farms is that adaptation and
mitigation measures are in place
well before the next shock arrives.
These farms on the frontlines of
droughts, floods and erratic
weather offer lessons in resilience
that farmers everywhere can learn
from.

1. Act on the forecast, not the
shock

IFAD invests in climate informa-
tion services so that forecasts reach
farmers and enable them to make
informed planting and harvesting
decisions ahead of time. But greater

~ once the drought has bit-
ten.

In Kenya, the KCEP-
CRAL programme -?co-
-~ financed by [IFAD and the
= European Union - built
drought insurance into
& farmers' input purchases
at planting time and linked
payouts to satellite data,
2 meaning farmers received
insurance money when data
showed significantly reduced crop
yields. When drought hit between
2020-2022, nearly 60,000 insured
farmers were paid automatically,
reducing the need to sell assets.
A farmer participating in KCEP-
CRAL accesses agricultural insur-
ance through her phone in Kenya.
2. Invest in stress-tolerant crops
Stress-tolerant crop varieties are
among the cheapest forms of ad-
aptation, especially because they
do not create any disadvantage in
non-drought years. The cost of not
adapting, on the other hand, is
stark: a study of Zambian small-
scale farms showed that the 2015-
16 El Nifio cut maize productivity
by 46 per cent.

In Nepal, drought-tolerant rice
varieties introduced through the
IFAD-funded CURE programme
raised average yields by almost 30
per cent over local landraces while
reducing year-to-year variability.
Four years after the project closed,
nearly 60 per cent of non-partici-
pating farmers in CURE-sup-
ported villages had also adopted
them.

3. Make efficient use of water and
energy

Resilient producers secure every
available drop of water before
drought peaks, from efficient irri-
gation to water harvesting and soil-
moisture management. But irriga-
tion is only as reliable as the en-
ergy that drives it. Diesel powers
nearly three-quarters of the energy
used for irrigation pumping world-
wide, so a fuel shock can easily
result in water stress.

In Bangladesh, the IFAD-sup-
ported RMTP project replaced
diesel pumps with solar-powered
irrigation on off-grid char lands,
cutting seasonal pumping costs by
60 per cent and decoupling pro-
duction from oil prices.

Farmers participating in the [FAD-
supported SAIL project in Egypt
also replaced diesel-powered irri-
gation with a solar-powered sys-
tem.

4. Diversity crops, income and in-
puts

The most resilient farms rarely de-
pend on a single crop, market, en-
ergy source or supplier. Diversifi-
cation distributes risk across mul-
tiple income sources and reduces
dependence on vulnerable supply
chains. Fertilizer markets are es-
pecially concentrated: the typical
importing country sources 85 per
cent of its phosphate from a single
supplier.

In Indonesia, the IFAD-supported
READ SI project trained rural
communities in composting and
organic soil management through
farmer field schools, reducing de-
pendence on purchased fertiliser
while improving soils. This diver-
sified not only what is grown but
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Food Security

4 Takeaways from UNGA

Kathmandu September 30

Food security is no longer just a
humanitarian issue. It is increas-
ingly linked to economic stability,
resilience, migration, climate adap-
tation and global security. That re-
ality shaped discussions through-
out the 81st session of the United
Nations General Assembly

(UNGA).

Food security is one of the defin-
ing challenges of our time, sitting
at the intersection of so many oth-
ers. It is shaped by conflict, eco-
nomic pressures, climate shocks
and displacement, but it also influ-
ences each of them in return. Ris-
ing food insecurity deepens pres-
sure on communities, undermining
stability.

When people lose access to food,
the consequences reach far be-
yond nutrition - livelihoods are dis-
rupted, communities become more
vulnerable to shocks and families
are often forced to make difficult
decisions about whether to stay,
move or find alternative ways to
survive.

The effects are also increasingly
global: a conflict in one region can
affect food prices and food secu-
rity thousands of kilometres away.
Recent disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz, the Red Sea and the
Black Sea have shown how closely
connected global food systems
have become, with impacts on the
movement of food, fuel and ferti-
lizer felt far beyond the immediate
areas of conflict.

2. UNSO can turn collaboration
into better delivery

A WFP staffer oversees the
offloading of food at the port of
Aden, Yemen. Photo: WFP/Alaa
Noman

Humanitarian needs are increasing
at a time when resources are un-
der pressure. In this environ-
ment, success depends not only
on what organizations do indi-
vidually, but on how effectively
they work together.

The UNS8O reform agenda ini-
tiative reflects a growing recog-
nition that the international sys-
| tem needs stronger collabora-

. | tion. When agencies plan to-

gether, share infrastructure and
focus on their respective strengths,
they can often reach more people,
more efficiently.
For WFP, this approach builds on
decades of experience operating
large-scale logistics networks,
managing shared services and sup-
porting inter-agency delivery in
some of the world's most complex
scenarios. By helping connect plan-
ning, logistics, data and technology
across organizations, WFP is
working with its UN partners to
reduce duplication, improve effi-
ciency and strengthen the UN sys-
tem's ability to reach people with
the support they need.
Combining expertise, infrastructure
and operational capacity allows the
humanitarian system to deliver
more effectively than any single
organization could alone. As needs
continue to grow, making better
use of existing strengths will be just
as important as finding new re-
sources.
3. Acting before crises is as impor-
tant as responding to them

Drone equipment is prepared for
climate risk mapping, damage as-
sessment and crop monitoring, El

and Global Stability:

Salvador. Photo: WFP/Giulio
d'Adamo

Climate shocks remain one of the
most important drivers of food in-
security, affecting harvests, liveli-
hoods and local economies across
large parts of the world. Yet many
of these events can now be antici-
pated weeks or even months in ad-
vance.

This means that instead of waiting
for a drought, flood or storm to
become a humanitarian emergency,
support can arrive before families
are forced to sell assets, pull chil-
dren out of school or reduce the
amount of food they eat.
Anticipatory action reflects a
broader shift in thinking - from re-
acting to crises to reducing their
effects before they happen. Acting
early helps protect livelihoods
alongside lives.

4. Partnership is no longer optional

Staffunload food supplies for dis-
tribution, Somalia. Photo: WFP/
Sara Cuevas Gallardo

No organization, government or
sector can solve hunger alone.
The challenges affecting food se-
curity today are too interconnected
and too complex for isolated solu-
tions. Progress increasingly de-
pends on different actors bringing
different strengths - the most ef-
fective responses are increasingly
the result of partnerships that com-
bine resources, capabilities and
shared purpose.

This is particularly true at a time
when demands are growing faster
than available resources. Reaching
more people with fewer resources
requires stronger collaboration,
greater innovation and a willingness
to work across traditional bounda-
ries. Partnership is no longer an
additional component of humani-
tarian action - it is increasingly what
makes humanitarian action possi-
ble.
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Restoring Forests and Landscapes is

Critical to Meeting Global Food Security

Kathmandu September 26, Rome
- Forest and landscape restoration
is a cost-eftective response to food
security, biodiversity, climate, and
other development challenges, ac-
cording to a new report by the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO),
which warns that scaling up action
will require greater investment, in-
clusive governance and sustained

political commitment.

The flagship State of the World's
Forests (SOFO) 2026 report was
published on Monday as part of
FAQ's 28th Session of the Com-
mittee on Forestry (COFO 28) and
its 10th World Forest Week.

The 2026 edition examines how
forest and landscape restoration
can be expanded to deliver lasting
benefits for people and the envi-
ronment. Drawing on evidence and
experiences from around the
world, it identifies four pathways
for accelerating progress: empow-
ering people and strengthening
rights; implementing restoration at
the landscape scale; mobilizing fi-
nance and business models that
support restoration; and creating
coherent policies, institutions and
laws.

"The State of the World's Forests
2026 makes clear that forest and

Worldwide, the annual impact of failing to restore de-
graded ecosystems is estimated at $878 billion to $6.3
trillion, equivalent to 2 to 8.3 percent of annual GDP,
depending on the scope of valuation.

landscape restoration is more than
an environmental priority - itis a
strategic investment in resilient
agrifood systems and rural devel-
opment," FAO Director-General

QU Dongyu wrote in the report's
Foreword.

"The window for action is narrow-
ing, and delayed or poorly de-
signed restoration will increase
long-term costs, exacerbate in-
equalities and risk locking land-
scapes into unsustainable trajecto-
ries," he added.

Forests cover 4.14 billion hectares
(about 32 percent of the Earth's
land surface), store 714 gigatonnes
of carbon and host up to 80 per-
cent of the world's terrestrial
biodiversity. They also underpin
resilient agrifood systems, with
nearly one-third of the global popu-
lation depending on forests and
trees for food security and liveli-
hoods.

However, an estimated 489 million
hectares of forest were lost be-
tween 1990 and 2025 through
deforestation, while more than 460

million hectares are degraded
worldwide. In total, 1.56 billion
hectares of land are degraded,
driven by population growth, land-
use change and rising demand for
natural resources.

At the same time, threats are in-
tensifying. Every year, around 127
million hectares of forest are af-
fected by fires, with further dam-
age caused by insects, diseases and
severe weather events.

As demand for forest products
rises and competing land uses in-
creases pressure on natural re-
sources, SOFO argues for the need
to restore degraded forest and
landscapes at scale, emphasizing
that inaction carries a far greater
economic burden than restoration.
Worldwide, the annual impact of
failing to restore degraded ecosys-
tems is estimated at $878 billion
to $6.3 trillion, equivalent to 2 to
8.3 percent of annual GDP, de-
pending on the scope of valuation.
Restoring more than 1 billion hec-
tares of degraded land, on the other
hand, could generate $1.8 trillion
per year in benefits, including en-
hanced biodiversity, improved
water regulation and healthier soils.
The report notes that investing $2.6
trillion over 15 years in land deg-
radation and drought mitigation
could yield an eight-to-one social
return.

Under favourable conditions, res-
toration can generate returns of up
to $30 for every $1 invested.
Restoration also creates jobs, re-
vitalizes production systems and
supports resilient growth. Benefits
extend beyond income to improved
well-being, stronger social
Continue .... 31 page
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